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Ijeaﬂl anniversary
of Ahmedul
Kabir today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the first death anniversary
of Ahmedul Kabir, a pioneering
media personality and the chief
editorofthe Daily Sangbad.

Kabir, whowas also the president
of Gonotantri Party, had a brilliant
and chequered career as a journal-
ist, politician and business leader to *
his credit.

Widely regarded as a progressive
politician, hewas an organiserofthe
War of Liberation and arrested by
the Pakistan occupation army in
1971,

He was the pioneer of freethink-
ing and made invaluable contribu-
tion to the nation atits crucial junc-
tures.

Kabirwas also elected a member
of parliament twice from his home
district Narsingdi.

Different organisations have
drawn up elaborate programmes to
markhisdeathanniversary.

The programmes include placing
of wreaths at his graveyard,
qurankhwani, milad mahfil, and a
discussionatPalashin Narasingdi.

The Sangbad will hold a memo-
rial meeting at Shishu Academy '
auditorium in the city at 3.00pm
tomorrow:

6 robbers get 32 yrs for
killing retired official

COURT CORRESPONDENT

ADhaka court yesterday sentenced six
robbers to 32 years' rigorous impris-
onment for killing a retired' anti-
cormuption official on February 27 last
year. '

The convicts are Zahangit Alam

Ripon,; Md Khurshed Alam Sumon,

Ibne Shahadat, Md Sharif Khan, Saiful
IslamRusseland Chunnoiy.

Judge Md Sharnsul ‘Alam Khan of
the Third Additional’ Metropolitan
Sessions Judge's Court handed down
the verdict at a jam-packed court-
room.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence completed their arguments

‘and the couirt recorded statements

of 17 out of 22 prosecution’ wit-

'"Reconstitute
anti-graft body’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A total of 315 teachers of Dhaka
University (DU) yesterday
demanded reconstitution of the
Anti-Corruption Commission with
neutral persons and accused the
gavernment of politicisingit.

In ajoint statement, they alleged
that those appointed in the newly
created office were directly involved
with the ruling coalition and the Zia
Parishad.

Signatories to' the statement
include Prof SM Imamul Haque,
Prof AAMS Arefin' Siddique, Prof
Mohammad Hossain' Monsur, Prof
Harun-or- Rashid, Prof Mohammad
Akhtaruzzaman, Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, Prof Khondokar Bajlul
Haque, Prof Sultana Shafi, Prof
Moshihuzzaman andProfDurgadas
Bhattacharya.

Nesses.

In the case filed with the police, it
hasbeen alleged thatagang ofrobbers
entered thehouse ofthevictim, Abdus
Sattar Khan, at MitaliRoad inthe city's
Dhanmondi area at about 7:15pm on
February 27 last year and killed him.
They: also, took away money and
valuables.

The victim's son-in-law Engineer
Mir Anwarul kabir filed the case the
\sameday,

Soon after the inctdem, police
amested six robbers and. they gave
confessional statements to magis-
trateson differentdates.

Postal operator
on fresh remand
COURT CORRESPONDENT

FHOTO: FID
Halaysian Air Force Chief General Datuk Nik Ismall Bin Nik Mohammed
called on Presidentlajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhabanyesterday.

Mahbub Ali, apostal operator at the
General Post Office (GPO), arrested
for faxing a threat to the US
Embassy, was placed on a five-day
freshremandyesterday.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) produced
Mahbub Ali before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's: Court,
Dhaka at4:30pm on completion of a
five-day remand and sought
another seven-day remand for
interrogation.

In the remand prayer, the investi-
gation officer (10)/ stated. that
Mahbiib admitted his guilt and he
needs to be quizzed further to find
out the whereabouts of his accom-
plices and other teams involved in
the incident.

After the hearing, Metropolitan
Magistrate Mir Ali Reza grantetl a
five-dayremand.

The CID arrested’ Mahbub on
November 17 for faxing the threat to
the USEmbassy on November 9.

Syed Anisul Hug, president & managing director of Bank Asia, speaks at an Eye Camp at Tarail Pilot High School in

Kishoreganj on Monday. Md Saiful Islam, upazila nirbahi officer, Shahjahan Talukder, general manager of |’

Kishoregan] Palli Biddyut Samity, Mohammed Baguer, project director, Islamia Eye Hospital, Dr Deen Mohammed,
upazila health & family welfare administrator, and Satlya Ranjan Sahan, headmaster of the school, are also seen.

Free eye camp
held in
Kishoreganj

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Onthe eveofitsfifth anniversary, Bank
Asia in collaboration with Islamia Eye
Hospital ammanged an eye camp at
Tarail Pilot High School in
KhishoreganjonMonday.

A total of 900 students, teachers ;

and staff of Tarail Pilot High School
were offered free check-up for eye-
sight problems and' provided with
prescriptions, medicines and specta-
cles, said a pressrelease.

Two teams of Islamia Eye Hospital,
comprising experienced doctors and
medics, under the supervision of
Project Director Mohammed Badquer,
conducted the daylong eye camp.

A similar camp was armmanged at
Malkhanagar in Munshigonj where
approximately 800 students recieved
frec treatment for their eyesight prob-

ems,

The Bank Asia will also extend
financial assistance for
ophthalmologic operations onall the
children of the country who are blind
bybirth.

It was recently decided by the
\board of directors of the bank as part
ofits Social Service Programme.

BELTA workshop

Bangladesh English Language,
Teachers' Association (BELTA) will
hold its monthly English Language
Teaching Warkshop titled Teaching
Writing with Pictures', Venue: British
Couneil Auditorium, Fuller Road. Time:
3.30pm. All English teachers welcome
to attend.

Film show

Zahir Raihan Film Society will screen
three films tiled Temptress Moon' by
Chen Kaige of China and ‘Days of Being
Wild' and 'Chungking  Express’ by
Wong Kar Wal of Hong Kong. Venue:
German Cultural Centre, Road-9,
Dhanmondi, Time: 3.00pm, 5.15pm and
7.00pm.

Academy film show

Academy Film Society will screen a
German fiim tited' The Tin Drum’
(1979). Venue: 21/C Jigatola. Time:
6.30pm.

Cultural function

Network for Ensuring Adolescenis
Reproductive Rights and Services
(NEARS) organises a cultural function
as part of its two-day conference.

Venue: IDB Bhaban Auditorium,
Agargaon. Time: 5.00pm.

Convocation

The 8th Convocation ceremony of Norih
South. University, will be. held wilth
President lajuddin' Ahmed as chief
guest. Venue: Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Genire, Sher-g-
BanglaNagar. Time: 10.30am.

Installation ceremony

The installation ceremony of newly
elected office bearars of Bangladesh
Chartered Accountancy. Chhatra
Parishad will ‘e held with Law Minister
Moudud Ahmed as chief guest. Venue:
Institution of Engineers' Auditorium,
Ramna. Time:3.30pm.

T Ge< e

Swb-S82, BHl f*im =i
THl, SI&I%E-5950

7 Sbod 339, Bro3qed, FTHE sbod ey ; :

ST #NIRA” HCA TS i Be-a g/ ama/afiEg
“{1R7 U Fa N AR, <47y IR, Feaart ¢ Fatew

API LICENSEE g% 1S0-9001:2000 7imeie =i

QVENE LIS

mvmvrﬁmm e 5B ffinss, B9, M ¥ e DEms qen JRd (e (3 STE S fehe

ﬁm?ﬁt%mmﬁﬁﬁgﬁmmwwwwm:

GETa Tva € B AT #ffrane A oS At TR ctiEm
(sitpfire) =it I wifird @ 7
- (SEFETS L)
ey (FFa) b 3/o8. |3) 8" @Na7 TREER  [o.naw (057 | (B BGE | bgo0.00 |ob-ss-tco8 S mem
wifae 93-53-08 e e poooy 7| aERe% (qg z@m  |>3-c0 Wowm (=R AW TR
3) b-tfo aFEE A psesse T A o). |2EE 9w @3E wmhE eE
o) b-tfo i - T | 3y:ve ufbem ciFm 28|

fafE-asy

wmmﬁmmmuwwwmnmmmm T oA feane, va, |
| e, (%) fETa G, e Be e e e, RanER s, So3, w6 Ew T Giehe, Fem 1,
wi-3ase, (@) aifE Butha @y, ab, STy /4, B0, (8) BhiE T fem e, Ben e, vhgm g3 () freri
TR 43 FOET 2R mmmuuﬁmﬁww;mcmﬁawmmwﬁmwmmﬂm
oAl HA (e a2d € (A 'R0 (GEn e e e (e et e s gt )

e Wi TR
TLTEIAT ()
(s sbotqes

KILLING OF ARMY MAN

Security

forces launch

manhunt for criminals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Security forces have cordoned a vast
area of Bandarban sadar and
Roangchhari upazila to nab the
criminals'after the killing 'of a non-
commissioned army officer by the
tribal miscreants in the early hours
ofMonday.

Lance Corporal Abu Bakar was
shot dead when he was in an army
team on duty at a religious fairat a
Buddhist temple at Jamchhari at
about1:30am.

Sources said members of the

security force are continuing their

massive search operation in sus-
pectedareas and vehicles.

They arrested eight indigenous
people of whom three were released
lateron.

Members of army and BDR have
been deployed at important points
and establishments of Bandarban
hill district, They are also patrolling
thetown.

The tribal miscreants have
attacked the members of the secu-
rity forces three times in
Roangchhari upazilain the last two
months.

Our Manikganj Correspondent
adds: the body of Abu Bakar was
buried at his own village Sreebari

1,737 more held

UNB, Dhaka

Police arrested 1,737 more people,
including two listed criminals, on
various charges from different parts
of the countryin the last 24 hours till
6.00amyesterday.

The law enforcers also seized 16
firearms and 57 rounds of bullet.

under Gheor Upazila in Manikganj
onMonday night.

His body was first taken to his
native village Bachmara under
Daulatpur upazila in Manikganj by
army helicopter on Monday after-
noon. But as the victim's family now
live in their newly built house at
Sreebari, the body was taken back to
Savar Cantonment from where it
was later sentto Sreebari by an army
vehicle.

He left behind his wife Hafza
Begum, one son Hashim and one
daughter Shammi.

Gunrunner
held with 5
shotguns

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police arrested a gunrunner and
seized five sawn-off shotguns and
twenty bullets from his possession in
the portcityon Mondaynight.

A team of Karnaphuli Police
Station, while searching city-bound
vehicles at a checkpost at Old
Bridgeghata area, intercepted a CNG-
nin autorickshaw with three youths
on boardataround 10,.00pm.

0ol the youths trsndjzed (b flbe

whilethe otheridentified asMd Kamal
Uddin, 24, was held with a bag that
contained the firearms and ammuini-
tions. ;

Kamal, son of late Ali Ahmed of
Banarupapara under Bandarban
thana headquarters, confessed that
they were smuggling the firearms into
the city after procuring them from
CHTareas.

Gas export issue

FROM PAGE 12
made a TK 1200 crore investment
proposal and the Chinese govemn-
ment has also expressed willingness
toinvest in Bangladesh in a big way
for methanol production and
export.

"The pressure for gas exportisno
more there, As the demand for gas
grew in domestic market, the 10Cs
are now feeling encouraged 'to go for
fresh explorations,” the state minis-
ter told The Daily Starin an exclusive
interview at his Banani residence in
the capital.

Explaining why gas demand has
shot up, Mosharmaf said, industrial
investment has risen by 23 percent
this year compared to last year's. In
addition; because of the prevailing
power disruptions, many industries
are now generating captive power
up to 200 mw using gas, he men-
tioned.

Mosharraf said the annual
increase in domestic gas require-
mentwas projected at seven percent
acoupleofyears back but nowithas
shot up to 13-14 percent. In such a
situation, the government resorted
to buying Niko-Bapex's gas without
finalising the price.

"They're asking for $2.35 per
cubic feet of gas and we're offering
them $2.10. As there is gas crisis, we
started taking gas from them upona
written understanding that price
would be fixed later,” the state min-

. isterexplained.

Unacal, which had been drag-
ging foot over new gas production
saying it would go for further explo-
ration and production if export was
allowed, has also changed its posi-
tion. It has dropped the export
agenda thal drew public criticism
and pushed ahead a gas purchase
agreement.

; UnderrtsNuvemberSagmement
for supplying gas from Bibi
field where Unocal invested al
$230 million, the American cum-
pany will sell 250 mmecfd" to
Petrobangla from October, 2006, 375
million cft from Décember, 2007 and
493 meffrom December, 2008,

Discovered in mid-1998,
Bibiyana gas field in Block No 12
situated in Sunamganj has a recov-
erable reserve of 2.4 TCF (trillion
cubicfeet) gas.

_But Unocal has incorporated ' a
clause that gives the company the
right to. cease gas supply to the
government if Petrobangla fails to
pay bills for five months ata stretch.

Asked about providing such a
right to an 10C, and losing sover-

eignty over the country's own natu-*

ral resource, Mosharral quips, " If

Titas gas company can disconnect
gas lines of a domestic consumer
upon the latter's failure 'to pay bills
for three months, why can't an 10C
do the same? This is a commercial
proposition, There is no question of
losing sovereignty.”

Petrobangla owns Bibiyana field,
and has its own share in the gas that
Unocalwill produce.

"Had we not conceded this
facility to. Unocal, it would have
asked for 'sovereign guarantee.’ As
the PSC has no mandate for provid-

ing ‘sovercign guarantee' to any,

I0C, the finance ministry did not
agree to allow this in case of
Ur acal," explained Mosharraf.

Under 'sovereign guarantee',
10Cs can update gas sale prices in
accordance with price fluctuations
ofgasininternational market.

The minister hoped from the
beginning of 2005, there would be
no crises of gas in the country, The
government expects 70 mmci gas
per day from Unocal from
Moulvibazar gas field from January
next. Under a joint initiative of Niko
and Bapex, 70 bef gas reserve has
beendiscovered in Feni, hesaid

Bapex has completed seismic
survey in Block 11 and will go for
drilling soon. It has struck gas at
Fenchuganj and expectsto get gas at
Srikail too, Mosharrafsaid, "Besides,
we can get 10 mcf more through
Koilashtila."

Cairn would drill five more wells
at Sangu and also explore gas at
Cox's Bazar offshore Megnama.
Cairn has completed seismic survey
in Block 10 and would go' for the
sameinBlock5 soon.

In a rebuttal to criticism against
exploring gas from close proximity
of the world's biggest mangrove
forest, the Sundarbans, Mosharraf
said Block 5 is 25 Kilometres away
fromthe Sundarbans and gas explo-
ration from that block has got noth-
ing to dowith causing any damages
toitandthe environment.

Tallow did not get gas at Rasulpur
in Comilla but is now trying to
explore at Lalmai' and later at
Bhangura, It is optimistic about
discovering a big gas field in
Laxmipur. t

The state minister took credit for
strengthening Bapex in the last two
years. "We had one drilling rig stuck
atShahjibazarwhile two otherswere
in bad shape.We recovered the stuck
one, made one good rig out of the
twoin bad conditions. Moregver, we
also floated tender for procuring a
third' rig for Bapex. Now Bapex is
capable of conducting 4/5 drillings
atatime,"hesaid.

¥

Weavers to launch agitation

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Sanjukta Tanti Samity will
launch a month-long agitation
programrmnes across the countryif the

ent does not meet their 17-

-point demand including the distribu-

tion of VGF (Vulnerable Group

| Beeding) cards among the 15 lakh

weavers by December30.

The programmes include rallies,
processionsand demonstrationsin38
districts fromJanuary1to 30,

Besides, the leaders of the samity, a
common platform of different weav-
ers' associations, will hold discussion
with' political parties, professional
groups and workers' organisations
from February 1 to 12 to drum up
supportfortheirdemands.

The programmes were announced
from a rally at the Muktangon in the
cityyesterday.

Earlier, hundreds of weavers from
38 districts observed a token hunger
strike from 11:00am to 4:00pm
demanding distribution of VGE cards
and' interest-free loans for their reha-
bilitation. |

Samity President Sheikh
Mohammad Jahad Ali told the Daily

Starthat

they would meet Jute and Textile
Minister Shajahan Siraj nextmonth to
discuss their problems.

Samity General Secretary Shamsul
Alam Zulfiqure said weavers are
passing their days in greathardship as
huge quantities of yarns and clothes

were totallydamaged byflood.

Leaders of different organisations
including Sanjukta Sramik
Federation, Bangladesh Sanjukta
Krishak and Kathmajur Samity and
Sanjukta Truck Paribhan Sramik
Federation also joined the hunger
strike.

L

PHOTO: STAR
Weavers stage a token hunger strike at Muktangan in the city yesterday to
press for their 17-point demand,
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