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Prints to stir up the imagination

Looking at their heritage

FAvZA HAQ

and there is a sharp contrast between this and the contempo-

original prints from the collection of the Louvre

museum. The oldest one is from the 17th century and
the display includes contemporary works too. The subject of
the exhibition is the way contemporary artists look at their
heritage, how they interpret and recreate classicism. Some of
the works included old prints in their works, putting new
prints above the old ones, so that there is the use of the
original plate below the new plate. The others look at the
classical works and try to recreate theminamodern way:

The exhibition is divided into three parts: First there are
human figures, then come the landscapes, and lastly there are
myths. There is the oldest print from the 17 century of
Agrippana by Claude Mellan where the engraving is very fine
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rary work next toit, 'Full length portrait' done by Agatha May
in 1999.While Agrippina is all covered the modern work show
the naked legs and thighs. In May's work there is the use of
flashy colours whereas Agrippina has subdued black and
white. The modemn work uses classical lines and the stnucture
recall the columns of Grecian and Roman buildings.

Next come some old photographs which are close to
engravings and here we see pictures of 'The thorn puller’ by
Edouard Denis Baldus seen from different angles. There are
then a modemn landscape, 'Mountain lakes' by Louise
Bourgeois, 1997, This presents waves of blue and red with
three tiny houses included in the composition. "Wings' by
Markus Raetz presents copperplate engraving, as seen'in
Agrippina, but it brings in details of movements of water.
'Blind time 5' and 'Blind time-4' by Robert Morris is an
interpretation of a painting 'Mont St.
Victoire' by Cezanne, Cezanne's work is
mainly based on colour, and Morris tried to
depict the same subject but using black and
white, the resulting gray catching the

subtleties of Cezanne's colours.

We then move on to the landscapes and
come across 'Black rocks’ by Bertrand Henry
and "The bush' by Charles Daubigny. There
is the movement of the sky and the
vegelation in the foreground along with the
molion ofthe people and animals in the first
one. In the second is the modern interpreta-
tion of the movement of branches and
leaves. Both ofthese are in black and white.

The work by Edouard Willmann is an old
print given to Napoleon 11l and it is amazing
to see the details of the view. One can see
every tiny house in the horizon engraved .
Also included are human figures and boats.
The cathedral of Notre Dame has been
brought in the centre of the picture with
great skill, There are then view of the Louvre
and Tuileries Palace by Arnuf Rainer. The
artist used the old plates and then putin his
own engraving as the second layer. Thus at

Demarteau

Tuileries.

Lycurgus wounded during an insurrection by Gilles

the back one has old prints and in front the fire that destroyed

The mythologiestook out old prints and presented themin
a modern way as in the case of 'King Phallus in his sickbed
receiving his physician' by Dominique Vivant-Denon . Raoul
Dufy's work includes asiren and'the sea . Boats and ancient
columns bring in the antiquity. The myth of Ulysses is.
highlightedin the printby Pierre Buraglio.

The exhibitionisindeed awealth of old prints.

An ace performance by NSU

AFSAR AHMED

What could bebetter than the beats
of dhak (drum) to kick off a cultural
evening? The Annual Cultural
Evening, popularly known as ACE,
of North South University
Shangskritik Shangathon (NSUSS)
was the 10th such function to
promote our true culture and
tradition. The venue was the
Osmani Memorial Auditorium and
the showwas held on Noveribiet 21.

The memorable evening was
marked by the heart rending beats
of the dhak, the frenetic perfor-
mance of the dhakis (those who
play the dhaks) and students with
painted faces camying colourful
butterflies, dragonflies, flowers in
hands and showering flower petals
ontheaudience.

That's not all. The lathi dance
(traditional dance using bamboo),
composed by Biju with the folk tune
Dayal baba kebla kaba, lingered on
inthespectators' minds.

After the dramatic beginning,
Misho, the president of NSUSS and
Pritim transported the audience to
the world of laughter with their
entertaining banter and witty
comments duringanchoring.

A good selection of songs made
the evening more enjoyable. Mon
shudhu mon chhuechheya duet by
Navid and Nafisa and the solos
such as Torey putuler moto korey
shajiye by Towhid, Kabita porar
prohor eshechhey by Dia, Aamar

shopney dekha Rajkannya thakey

Lif candles were a fitting conclusion to the show

by Gazi, Aami apar hoye boshiey
achhi by Kanti, Shei raatey raat
chhilo purnima by Elita,Keno ei
nishshongota by Apurba and Tara
Jola ratritey and Ami tarai tarai
rotiye debo by Pranjol were
noteworthy. The performances of
Dia, Kanti and Apurba need an
extramention.

Emil, who is a popular singer
among the NSU students, sang the
only English song Iris of Goo Goo
Dolls with Ashraf and Omair of the
band Breach on guitars. The
captivated audience got on their
feet during the performance.
However, Tapu with his popular

self-composed song Ek paye nupur
wasn'tathisbest.

Apart from the songs,
Moutishi's kathak dance and the
recitation ofthe composition of the
poems of Nirmolendu Goon,
Rabindranath Tagore and Rafique
Azad were delightful.

The innovative news session was
interesting, with witty and mocking
comments by the caster. Apart
from the mockery, a strong
message was conveyed to the
authority through reporting;, the
students' dream to have their
campus at Bashundhara.

Anotherinteresting itemwas the

cinema’ trailer Pﬁ:m Pujari: The.

Spiderman which' was humorous
and depicted the real cinema
scenario ofour country.

The  concluding part of the
programme also charmed the
audience. The students carried lit
candles, In chorus they sang
Bangladesh of Aiyub Bachchu.
There was a touch of sadness in the
ambience at the end of the
function.

As the Faculty Advisor of NSUSS,
Deena P Forkansaid, 'Eachyearthe
students give a better performance
than the previous year.'This year is
noexception.

A,

Rosy Siddiqui, the energetic theatre activist and
TV actress, has also worked on a number of
commercials. Here she speaks to The Daily Star
about herselfand her artistic milieu:

Whatwould youbeifyouwerenotan actress?

My father used to say 1 should join the police force. My
observation was so strong that nobody could get away
with his or her wrong doings. Allernatively, I could have
beenalawyerbecause I amveryrational.

Doyouhave any secrettoshare?

I am a complete health-freak. 1 am into aerobics.
Unfortunately, I was advised by my doctor not to exercise
for sometime after my recent appendicitis operation.

Thatis whylfeel alittle frustrated.
Do youenjoy watching movies?

About 10 years back 1 first watched Umrao Jaan. 1got
so carried awaywith the theme of the movie and of course
extremely touched by Rekha's acting, that I watched the
movie about a dozen times. The other films that moved
me immensely were Ek duje ke live, Roja, Dead Man
Walking, Baghbanand Khanioshi. 1 cannot single outonly
one bestmovie because Iwas moved by many films.

Direamrole

I'have acted in many memorable roles in the 15 long
years of my acting career. However, I would like to actina

role with more depthand maturity.
Whatisyourreal self?

Firstlove

myinfatuation.

I am basically very restless and opinionated. All my
family members and friends tell me that I am a gourmet
andaverygood mother.

It was while I was a still school goer. It was love al first
sight. I fell for a guy who resembled Indian film star Jackie
Shroff. I remember how I craved for Jackie's posters and
hungitall overon the wall. I neverrealised that everybody
knew what is going on my mind. However, I soon got over

Interesting experience

About 12 years back I acted in a TV play Janmabliumi
written by Amjad Hossain, My role was of a rural girl
named Bijli, which turned out to be an extremely popular

character. It was a humorous role, which was pretty
unusual for an actress. Usually, a character impresses the

audience belonging to a specific class. But, this character
was popular among people from all walks of life. When 1
used to go for shooting in the rural areas, a huge crowd
would gather at the spot to geta closer look and enjoy my
performance. The security guards had to be on the vigil to
maintain order. It is nice to know that people still
recognise me by that character.

Ifyouwere told to quit actingwhat would youdo?

If there is any valid reason behind this, I'would readily
acceptthe demand. But asyouknowactingislike a part of

my body; it would be extremely unfortunate for me to
leaveacting forgood.

Fitm SESSION AND WORKSHOP

Films on World War 11

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The Dhaka Film Society (DFS), the
film wing of the Centre for Asian Arts
and Cultures (CAAC) has organised a
special [lm-session and workshop
titled Frlms on World War II starting
from today to November 25. 1n this
session, in co-operation with the
Russian Centre af Science & Cullure,
Dhaka, DFS will screen six films from
different countries ofthe world. After
the film session a workshop will be
organised on November 26. The
workshop is the fifth of the seriesof
special film workshops focusing on
film-history, film-genres and

ARE FLYING

A scene from the film The Pianist

filmmakers. In the workshop, Dr
Zahirul Islam Kochi will hold a
discussion on the Second World War
and thefilmsscreened.

The schedule of the film screening
isasfollows:

On November 23, Tuesday The
Pianist (Roman Polanski, UK, 2002)
at 4:00 pm and Europa Europa
(Agnieszka Hollan, France, 1990) at
6:00 pm; on November 24, Wednes-
day Cranes are FElying (Mikheil
Kalatozishvili, Russia, 1955) at 4:00

pm and Life is Beautiful (Roberto
Benigni, Italy, 1997) at 6:00 pm and
November 25, Thursday Father of a
Soldier ( Rezo Chkheidze, Russia,
1964) at 3:30 pm and Schindler's List
(Steven Spielberg, USA, 1993) at 5:00
pm. This session will be held at the
auditorium of Russian Centre of
Science & Culture, Dhaka (address:
House- 510, Road- 7, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka).

The session and workshop is open
toall.
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TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Bangta) at 5:30 pm, 7:30

pm.
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 8:30
pm.
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