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Traders to be relocated
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the peakwinterseason.

"Since the market's structures
were semi-concrete which were
vulnerable to accidents of fire, we
are planning to construct a perma-
nent building there," said Mayor
Khoka.

Asked what immediate initia-
tives the DCC is taking to rehabili-
tate the traders immediately, the
mayor said, "The DCCis thinking to
relocate the traders to other DCC-
owned markets for interim period."

He said the DCC is incapable of
financially compensating the trad-
ers who lost their merchandise and
added that they have urged the
government for extending financial
helpto the affected.

Traders of the burnt-down mar-
ket yesterday said they want the
DCC to act immediately to help
them resume business, without
which it is almost impossible for
them to survive.

"Now itis a matter of survival for
me and for all of us," said
Mohammad Selim, who claimed to
have lost merchandise worth
around Tk 30 lakh of his four shops
inthe market.

"All T need now is a place to sit,
even if it does not have a roof, to
restart business to feed my seven-
member family," added Selim, tears
running down his cheeks,

"The plan to construct a multi-
storied commercial building after
the fire incident reinforces the
general notion among the traders
that yesterday’s (Sunday) incident
was an arson,” said one of the trad-
ers, on condition that he not be
named.

Traders yesterday mourned Qari
Mohammad Monzur Ahmed, muez-
zin (man who calls Muslims to
prayer) of New Bangabazar
Hawkers' Market Mosque, who died
on the spot and offered Janaza at
noon on Syed Nazrul Islam Road in
frontofthemarket.

Traders gathered in the market
since moming and stared at the
piles of ashes. They tried to throw
some light on the mystery of the
origin of the fire that the firefighters
are yet to unravel and tried to con-
sole eachother.

The air around the market was
filled with smoke and burns yester-
day. Smoke was emitting from the
burnt-down merchandise and small
blazes rose here and there every
hour. A team of frefighters was
deployed in the market since
Sunday night, who were fighting
frantically to douse flames until
yesterday evening.

"The situation is now under
control but these small fires mayrise
at any moment from the smokes
until the burnt flammable rubbishis
removed from the market," said
Senior Staff Officer of Ramna Fire
Station of the Fire Brigade and Civil
Defence Dilip Kumar Ghosh.

Firefighters put out the firein the
building adjacent to the hawkers'
market, which houses 22 film pro-
ducing and distributing offices at
about 11:00pm on Sunday, said
witnesses,

DAMAGEESTIMATE
DOUBLED

President of New Bangabazar
Hawkers' Market Committee
Chowdhury Alam yesterday upped
the damage estimates in Sunday's

incident to Tk 200 crore from his
initial estimate of around Tk 100
crore,

He told The Daily Star yesterday
that around 146 shops survived the
blaze and some 50 were partially
burnt. Owners of shops on the first
floor, that also housed warehouses,
suffered the most.

Asked what steps they are taking
to rehabilitate the traders, Alam
said, "DCC owns the market, we are
only renters and they will decide
abouthowtorehabilitate us.”

The committee has verbally
placed its demands to authorities
for immediate rehabilitation and
financial compensation for the
affected traders, he added.

. KMR Manjur, president of
Bangladesh Film Producers and
Distributors Association, said about
22 offices of the producers and
distributors suffered heavily, as they
lost invaluable films along with the
negatives to the fire.

"There is no way these films can
be reproduced and it is a major loss
for the country," he said. "The fire
has left some of our old and
renowned directors and producers
paupers.”

He added the association would
demand of authorities to rehabili-
tate them.

Environment and Forest
Minister Shajahan Siraj and former
president and President of Jatiya
Party HM Ershad yesterday visited
the marketat 1:00pm yesterday,

Police, who sealed off the market
area since the fire broke out Sunday
morning, clubbed onlookers and
traders who gathered to talk to the
minister.

AL plans big
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five days before the programme to
maobilise local leaders and workers
and the commoners, sources said.

The main opposition plans to
gather people from at least 35 dis-
tricts that the 900-kilometre human
wall will not cut across. Besides,
participation of people from 17
districts that are adjacent to the
proposed human wall route will be
ensured, said the partysources.

AL central working committee
(ALCWC) memberssitinan urgently
called meeting today to chalk out

[+ the plans to make the progranine ol Of S

“success. The meeting will form
teams with central leaders to tour
the districts, sources said. The
ALCWC meeting will be held at
party's Dhanmondi office at
5:00pm.

Meanwhile, leaders of the main-
stream opposition parties attend a
meeting at the office of Communist
Party of Bangladesh (CPB) this
morning to finalise the preparatory
visits of the leaders to the 18 districts
attheendofthismonth.

"Some leftist parties want to
make the visits separately while the
Awami League and others prefer
joint teams comprised of leaders of
allthe parties,” said asource.

AL policymakers will sit in a
meeting with AL President Sheikh
Hasina after she returns from the US
on the first week of December. After
about one-and-a-half-month tour
in the US, Hasina may return on
December4.

“We are doing utmost to make
the no-confidence human wall a
success and demonstrate that peo-
ple have no-trust in the present
government for its failure to govern
the country,” AL Organising
Secretary Saber Hossain
Chowdhury toldThe Daily Star.

Saber, also the political secretary
to the leader of the opposition, said
central leaders will teamup with the
local leaders and workers to prepare
forthe programme.

Front organisations of the AL are
also gearing up for the December L1

programme. In a couple of days,
teams of the Awami Jubo League,
youth front of the AL, will begin
touring the 18 districts to assess the
party's organisational condition
there. By November 30, the teams
will report back to the Jubo League
highecommand.

Jubo League Chairman Jahangir
Kabir Nanok yesterday told The
Daily Star that from December5 co-
ordinators from the central unit of
the organisation would be stayingat
the 18 districts and 48 upazillas to
monitorthe prepamtions.

tions will attend a meeting with the
AL policymakers ahead of the
humanwall programme, headded
11-Partymeeting "

Leaders of the 11-Party alliance will
hold rallies in the districts and
upazilas from December 3 to
December 6. Joint rallies of the left

‘alliance will urge people to join the

December 11 human wall to show
no-confidence in the present gov-
emment. The parties under the
alliance will make separate prepara-
tions as well till December 2 for the
human wall programme.

A meeting of the left 11-Party
alliance drew up the programmes
yesterday with Ganotantri Party
leader Azizul Haqin the chair.

Workers Party President Rashed
Khan Menon told The Daily Star that
the 11-Party meeting finalised its
plan to make the human wall a
Success.

On the possibility of touring the
districts altogether with the AL and
ISD leaders, Menon, also the conve-
nor of the 11-Party alliance, said,
"We are optimistic about such an
allied tour and a fresh decision in
this regard will be made at tomor-
row's (Tuesday) meeting of the
oppositionleaders.”

Pankaj Bhattacharya,
Mujahidul Islam Selim, Alhaj
Abdus Samad, Bimal Biswas,
Mafizul Islam Khan Kamal and
Ruhin Hossain Prince, among
others, attended the meeting.

Commission to start
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"Two names were changed when
two persons on the list of six wanted
towithdraw," hesaid.

When pointed out thatitis alsoa
public belief that the commission's
Chairman Justice Sultan Hossain
Khan is a controversial person, and
itsmember M Maniruzzaman Miais
known as a pro-BNP intellectual,

| Moudud said, "Let us have faith in
thenewbodyand intheirnewrole."

Replying to a question as to how
people could expect fair play and
justice from such a body when
judges of the higher courts are
appointed considering their politi-
cal affiliation, the law minister said,
* Such appointmentdoes not matter
as soon as they take oath of office.
Whatever may be their past, they
must forget it the day they take over
bigresponsibility."

The government on Sunday
formed the much-awaited inde-

* pendent anti-graft watchdog, an
election pledge of the three-year-old
BNP-led coalition, with Justice
Sultan, a former High Court judge,
as its chairman, and M
Maniruzzaman Mia, former vice-
chancellor of Dhaka University, and
Maniruddin Ahmed, a member of
PayCommission, as members.

Commission sources meanwhile

said the three-member body will
holdits firstmeeting today.

The government also abolished
the Bureau of Anti-corruption (Bac)
under the Anti-corruption
CommissionAct, 2004. About 20,000
cases are pendingwith the Bac.

With the abolition of the Bac, the
new commission will determine the
future of Bac officials accommodat-
ing the competent ones in it while
the government will decide the fate
of therest. :

The commission will take overall
corruption cases and investigations
initiated by the Bac. A special judge,
under the new Act, will conduct the
corruption cases. The commission
will not require prior permission
from the government o file a case or
withdrawit.

Meanwhile, gloom prevailed at
the Bac office in Segunbagicha
yesterday. All officials and employ-
ees, including the director general
(DG), attended the office. But the
DG did not sign any files, sources
said.

The staff looked anxious and
discussed their future in the
changed situation. They also pon-
dered over how the commission will
scrutinise their performance for
absorption of a section of them in
the newbody.
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Ctg port todo
overtime to
ease container

congestion
UNB, Dhaka

Responding to a request made by
the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) to remove
container congestion, particularly
in this peak season of apparel trade,
the Chittagong Port Authority has
decided to extend raw materials
delivery Hours till 8:00pmis 4 &= #4 4

All sheds of the port will remain
open till 8:00pmand time for down-
loading full container load has been
extended up to 10:00pm. In special
cases, services will be provided for
extra time also, a BGMEA press
release said yesterday.

_ Allthe banks attached to the port
will remain open till 8:00pm, the
pressrelease added.

The BGMEA has requested ship-
ping lines to issue delivery order
(D/O) up to B:00pm, considering
latest circumstances.

JCD leader
shot dead
in Kushtia

UNB, Kushtia
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Warning in the winds
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cold spells in the shorter
winters, not to speak of the ever-
worseningfloods thatdestroyslifeand
pmpen}; each year, The weather
pattern is getting increasingly ermatic,
somuch so that forecasters at the Met
officeare oftenataloss.
The monsoon floods this year
long and took and
exceptionally catastrophic turn,
submerging almost two-thirds of the
country.
* " An unusual cyclone in the Bay of
Bengal in May last year lasted for 10
days instead of the usual 6-7 days.
Over this 10-day period, the cyclone
became severe, then weak and then
severe again before crossing into

Also last year, the country experi-
enced a severe and intolerable cold
wave in January, an unbear-
able heat wave coupled with an early
flood in May, and an unusual cyelone.
And now monsoon has deficit
rainfalland s called 'bad monsoon'.

The lowest temperature recorded
during the cold wave that swept the
country in January last year hit a 34-
year low of 3.4 degrees Celsius in
Rajshahi.

During last year's heat wave, the
temperature soared to 43.4 degrees
Celsius inSatkhira. Thisyearagain, the
country faced severe heat waves in

MayandJune.

Though it usually rains hard
around July, last month's mins broke a
50-year record of 341 mm in 24 hours
due to a depression in the Bay. Met
officials the depression took an
abnormal twisting path not seen in
100

Although the meteorological office
has endeavoured to explain such

‘ermatic weather phenomenon as

'inter-annual variation', wathﬁ:
officials erally admit a change
climate gcggng a study that shows

increasing temperature and rainfall
overtheyears.

Published in 2000, the study
undertaken by Saarc Meteorological
Research Centre and based on data
over a 30-year period from 1961-90
shows temperature rising by 0.0037
degrees Celsius a year along with a
ﬁty 5mm increase in annual rain-

Environmentalists say thesealevel
rose between 10 to 25cm in the last
century due to global warming and if
the trend continues, a fourth of
Bangladeshwill gounderwaterwithin
thenext25 years.

Climate researchers in reports
prepared for the [nte
Panel on Climate (TPCC) had
alreadypredicted croplossto floodsin
countrieslike Bangladesh, anincrease
in diseases like malaria and dengue
fever, asthma and other respiratory
diseases, shifting ecosystems result-
ing in total disappearance of some
forests, desertification, etc.

Citing thelast assessment report of
the IPCC published in 2001, Dr
Nasimul Haq, member of the South
Asian action network of the IPCC, said
Ban
to crisis borne out of climate
change. "We are already experiencing
all of the things that the report said
aboutextreme weather conditions.”

Meanwhile, pivotal countries like
the US have failed to approve the
Kyoto protocol, which aims to reduce
emissions of carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases. To become bind-
ing the protocol must be ratified by 55
nations accounting for at least 55
percentofglobal emissionsin 1990,

The US accounts for 4 percent of
humanity and yet is responsible for 25
percent of global ouse emis-
sions. Compared to 1990 figures, a 17

t increase in greenhouse gas
emissions resulted in2002.

3 outlaws
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Masud, while other outlaws man-
aged to escape, Rabsourcessaid.

Following their statement, Rab
and police team went to the village
Dohokola to nab GMF district chief
Mukul Hossain atabout3:00am.

As they were crossing Do
field, the GMF cadres opened
the joint team. The law enfnn:ers
returned fire, triggering a two-haur-
long gunbattle.

Trying to escape from police van,
Ashraf and Masud were caught in
'crossfire’ and died onthespaot.

Two Rabh members, two police
sub-inspectars and five constables, |
and two Ansar personnel were
injured during the gunfight, police
said.

Police retrieved two rifles and 23
bullets from thespot.

Police sent the dead bodies to
Kushtia General Hospital forautopsy.

Meanwhile, elder brother of
Ashraf in a statement to local news-
men claimed that his brother was a
businessman who had no connec-
tion with crime or any underground
activity.

In Jhenidah, Rab arrested out-
lawed Biplobit Communist Party
(BCP) leader Shahjahan alias Sahaj
from his houseat village Jugirhuda in
Moheshpur upazila of the district on
Sundayevening.

Following his statement, Rab
raided village Arutia in the upazila to
seize hishidden firearms.

The Rab team came under attack
of armed BCP men when they
reached thevillage atabout4:00am.

kula

killed

Sahajahan, caught in 'crossfire’
during fierce shootout between Rab
and criminals, died onthespot.

Janajuddho faction of outlawed
Purbo Banglar Communist Party
(PBCP-ML) slaughtered a trader at
village Chakarpur in Damurhuda
upazilainChuadanga.

Janajuddho men picked up
Biswanath, a small trader of
Dudhswar village in Jhenidah on
Sunday morning, took him to
Chakarpur villoge and slaughtered
himthere.

Palice recavered his body from a

addy field of the village and sent to
ghundﬂngn' Sddr-Flospitat fot

AUtopsY.

BNP leaders
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expressed the hope the government
will withdraw the cancellation order
forthe party'ssake.

Meantime, the government is yet
to take any decision on recruitment
of another 35,000 employees under
different ministries, divisions and
departments, although similar
allegations were raised againstit.

Sources said many ministries
have already completed the recruit-
ment and some others finalised the
process. The authorities are now
awaiting a government decision
aboutit, theyadded.

A cabinet minister told The Daily
Star the remaining process will be
completed if the government with-
drewtheSaturday's decision.

A local leader of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) was shot dead by
unidentified assailants at Katdoher
Char village in Mirpur upazilain the
early hours yesterday.

The dead was identified as Imran
Hossain, 26, son of Badsha Master of
the village and president of Kursha
union JCD.

Police and locals said a gang of
eight called Imran out of Ashraf's
house where he was asleep at about
1:30am and shot him point blank.
Hedied instantly.

The motive for the killing could
notbeknown.

PM reiterates
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ofindependence."

Near and dear ones of seven Bir
Shresthas and a number of Bir
Uttoms, Bir Bikrams and Bir Pratiks
or their heirs met the prime minister
at the [CC to apprise of their various
problems and demands.

The demands include employ-
ment for family members, finan-
cial assistance for their treat-
ment and wedding of their
daughters, construction of roads
and naming

roads and educational institu-
tions after freedom fighters in their
respective areas.

Some gallantry award-winners
also demanded due place in history
and introduction of identity cards
forthem.

The prime minister gave a
patient hearing to all those present
and gave some instant directives to
the ministers and secretaries to sort
out the problems of the freedom
fighters and members of their fami-
lies.

The prime minister announced
that valiant freedom fighters would
be included in the government
delegation to perform Hajj from this
year,

She said the demands of the
freedom fighters will be examined
and necessary measurers taken as
per rules and regulations.

Assailants stab
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with three men," Abul Kashem, a
streeturchinwho wassleepingonthe
footpath 10 metre from the spot, told
TheDailyStar.

"As the attackers released him
after awhile, theman collapsedto the
ground and the assailants rushed to
thecar and sped away," hesaid.

The roadside tea-stall owners said
they could not realise Ka.mai ms
stabbed as he stood u
left chest with his han
tothe hos m.lemcrgmcygate

"He told doctorsat the emergency
depanmenr. that he was stabbed," a

ear-old te;;;‘.lliall owner said

rring anonymity. "He was pro-
Rmely bleedingat that time."

When the doctor asked him

whether he was shot, Kamal
answered in the negative and fell
unconscious. He died minutes after

hisadmission.

Witnesses said the armed attack-
ers returned to the area in the same
car 10 minutes after the killing,
dm ed a rickshaw-passenger to a

laneand mugged hi

Some pedestrians then chased
theattackers while some people from
adjacent Department of Women's
Affairs threw brickbats forcing them
to flee towards Kazi Nazrul Islam
Avenue.

Ramna police took Kamal's body
to Dhaka Medical College and
Hospitalinthe morning.

Morgue sources said Kamal died
of a deep stab wound in the chest.
Theattackers also stabbed himin the
noseand forehead.

Thevictim's brother Abul Kashem
received the bodyafterautopsyinthe
mormning. After namaz-e-janaza at
the Planning Commission in the
%ﬁemuon. he was buried at Banani

mve*_,mrd.
Youngest of their eight brothers
and three sisters, Kamal was a bache-
lor.

Kashem filed a case with Ramna
Police Station against three unknown
youths for the kﬁi ecf

But police failed to arrest anyone
tillfiling of this report at 7:00pm.

[

"We're trying our best. Butitcould
be easier for us if we could know the
motive of the killing," Mahbubur
Rahman, officer-in-charge of Ramna
Police Station, told The Daily Star last
night.

He however said the attackers
camein ayellowcab. "We arelooking
forthecar."

"Itseems thekillingwas a planned
one astheattackers took no moneyor
othervaluables from the victim," said
thepoliceofficer.

Later, the Detective Branch (DB)
of police took over the case and DB
Inspector Ziaul Flasan was tasked
withthe investigation.

Failing to ascertain any reason for
the killing, the victim's relatives said
they did not know about Kamal's
enmity with anyone, Locals also
praised himasanamiableman.

Shell-shocked, CEC MA Syed did
not attend office yesterday. "I got the
newsat 1:00in the nightand he (CEC)
broke down after hearing it at
2:30am," hiswife told The Daily Star.

Bangladesh Civil Service
Economic Association expressed
deep shock at Kamal's death and
conveyed condolences to his
bereaved family.

Army man killed
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accuunt oftheincident.

men fired blank shots
andsnc edintodeep forest.

Immediately after the incident,
army contingents launched opera-
tion in the area to recover the
and nab the miscreants. They pi
up three people forinterrogation.

Lieutenant Col Iftekhar told
journalists that strong contingents
of army and BDR have been sent to
Jamchhari to nab the miscreants,
cordoning different areas,

The GOC of Chittagong visited
thespot.

Civil society here yesterday
expressed deep concern and con-
demned the killing of the army man.
They demanded immediate arrest of
the "tribal miscreants” involved in
thekilling.

would be mostvulnerable

Murder accused
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ifhefailed to paythefine.

Witnesses and court sources said
Tom sntber coutieuth bl
from another court
before the tribunal to confirm it. But
the judge cancelled the bail and sent
himtojail.

Enraged, Ershad hurled a shoe at
thejudgethathitinhischest.

The judge adjourned the court,
filed a msv;::%aimt the accused and
gave the ct on the spot after a
briefsummary trial.

Ershad confessed to his misdeed
and said helosttemperafter cancella-
tion of his bail, fearing his family
would starve since he is the only
earningmember.

Meantime, Abul Kashem, former
secretary of Patuakhali District Bar
Association, said there are allegations
of corruption and [rregularities in
judicial matters againstJudge Majid.

Advocates had earlier observed a
one-daytokenbaycottofhis courtand
gave ultimatum to authorities to
remove him by January 15, 2005, he
added.

When contacted, Majid said it
might be a pre-planned incident, as
the accused must walk to the dock
barefoot. He said he had no knowl-
edge of the allegations and lawyers'
agitation.

Jailed husband
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the last eight years, has already been
granted bail in all other cases against
him including three murder cases,
Naik said.

"Ifthe government does notcome
outwith any other case or detain him
(Zardari), he will be released," Naik
said.

The court has set bail at one mil-
lionrupees (16,666 dollars), he said.

A cabinet minister confirmed the
government would release Zardari.

"We will respect the court verdict
and release him,” Information
Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed told
AFP.

"I hopethe opposition parties will
response in a positive manner,”
Rashid said, referring to opposition
parties’ plans to launch a movement
against President General Pervez
Musharraf.

Zardari has been in jail on corrup-
tion charges since his wife's second
term as premier ended in 1996.
Bhutto governed Pakistan from 1988
to 1990 and from 1993 to 1996 and
nowlives inself-exile in London.

Benazir told Dubai-based
ARYONE television channel she "had
been waiting for this moment for the
lasteightyears."

Zardariis currentlyata hospital in
the southem port city of Karachi

where he is mcewinmedi:nl n-eut-
et

Sunni cleric
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Two bodies, one confirmed as a
soldier, were found earlier on
Sunday dumped on a busy street in
the NewMosul neighbourhood after
nine other corpses were discovered
Salurd inanearbyindustrial area.
a explained the slain sol-
dh:rs were probably seized on their
way to their barracks at a US base,
where a contingent of 500 of them
had been sent to take part in US-led
operations, which started last week,
to wrest the city from rebel control.
Despite the US show of force, insur-
ents have struck back at [raq's
edgling security forces and waged
an intimidation campaign to spreacl
fear among Iraqi recruits,

US commanders have promised
tough action against insurgents,
whom they say are only creating the
perception that theyare in control.

"We are going to deny them
freedomof movement,” said Kurilla,
promising more raids and sweeps
against rebel hideouts,

EU agrees
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groups: quick deployment anc
military efficiency. We must not
allow these two factors to be called
into question. That would negate
the basic reason for this ambitious
project,” hesaid.

The troops would be used for
operations outside the framework of
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation, such as missions in
support of the United Nations.

DSE trading
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The index gained 25.69 points yes-
terday.

Explaining the reason behind the
current boom, the DSE chairman
sald the market saw interest in

' banks as the financial institutions

will close their books in the coming
months. They are expected to offer
attractivedividends.”

Of the Tk 47.13 crore total trans-
actions yesterday, only 10 issues
accounted for more than Tk 30
crore. The rest 177 issues traded on
thedayonly netted Tk 17 crore.

The chairman observed that the
market is sustainable and there are
no unusual indications.

"We are carefully observing the |

market and will take actions imme
diately if any irregularities are
found,"saidaSEC official.

Showcause
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and class IV employees last month
was greeted with widespread allega-
tions of corruption in the récruit
ment process. Later on Sunday a
government directive cancelled the
recruitment.

Meanwhile, peaple who had
been recruited, are looking for the
clique that received kickback prom-
ising themthejobs.
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How free would
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who were finally chosen as members
of the Commission. Sources close to
the selection team say the selection
body is unaware of how and when the
change oftwonames was made.

When the selection team submit-
ted for the first time the six names to
the president in mid-August, the file
was sent to the law ministry for the
PM's approval. Ar this point, the six
names came out in the newspapers
and the law minister, who is always
sensitive about his domain, did not
react to the press reports.

But when these names landed at
the Prime Minister's Office (PMO), the
list was abruptly modified®o include
the names of M Maninzzaman Mia
and ManiruddinAhmed.

Mia, a former vice-chancellor of
Dhaka University, is well known as a
supporter of the BNP while former
chairman of the Securities and
Exchange Commission Maniruddin
Ahmed's records also show his obedi-
encetothe ruling party.

Commission Chairman Justice
Sultan Hossain Khan, who is probably
the most elderly person to hold a
highly responsible position in the
country, also has a reputation of
having weakness for the coalition
government.

Justice Sultan is the chairman of
Bangladesh Manabadhikar
Bastabayan Sangstha, a human rights
body founded by Communications
Minister Nazmul Huda. Sigma Huda,
wife of the minister, is the secretary
general oftheorganisation.

Other than appointing a team of
BNP loyalists at the Commission, the
government has designed the
anticorruption watchdog in such a
way that it will have to depend on the
executives time totime.

For instance, the government will
provide secretarial assistance for the
Commission and fix the organisa-
tional structure and budget of the
secretariat, This leaves the scope for
the government to squeeze budget ifit
is unhappy with the Commission's
activities.

The Commission has been given
the authority to formulate rules relat-
ing toits business. Butitmustseek the
president's approval to the rules.
Again, the president cannot approve
them without consulting the prime

minister.

Furthermore, the Anti-Corruption
Commission Act (ACCA) says if the
Commission ever faces any pmblem
in its activities due to
ACCA's description of its power und
responsibility, the government can
give clarifications iSsuing gazette
notification.

Although the ACCA says the

Commission members can oply be
remm-edinmesmnemya&lpmne
Court judge is removed, in reality the
govermnment can remove a member
through an executive order. The
reason is -- the Supreme Court is a
constitutional bocdy while the Anti-
Corruption Commission is not. It is
notprotected by the constinution.

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed
yesterday at a press conference
expressed hope that the Commission
would functionindependently:

When pointed out that Justice
Sultanis acontroversial person and its
member M Maninizzaman Mia is
known as a pro-BNP intellectual,
Moudud said, "Let us have faith in the
newbodyand in theirnewrole."

Explaining the nature and scopes
of the antigraft body; the minister said
it would be a self-ruled commission
free fromany government or adminis-
trativeinterference.

It is not fair to bring politics into
everything, Moudud said, "Let us see
how they function and how far they
fulfil people'sexpectations.”

The minister sald partisan
appointment would not matter as
soon as they take oath. "Whatever
may their past be, they must forget it
the daythey take over."

Moudud said the Commission
would begin functioning within next
onemonth. But thiswill be only possi-
bleifthe governmentis sincere as past
records show the government wasted
a lot of time in forming the
Commission.

The ACCA was placed in parlia-
ment 17 months ago and passed 9
months ago. The selection body
placed six names back in August and
the government took three months to
pickthree fromthe panel.

For the commission to kick-start, it
needs a secretariat, a secretary with
well-defined job status, a prosecution
unit, other officials and staff, and rules
and regulations for their jobs.

Nephew retuses
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his unele’s death in a French military
hospital on Nov. 11 and he refused to
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The question of what killed Arafat
at age 75 is likely to keep the rumor
mill chuming and to fuel conspiracy
theories for years to come. Strict
priviicy laws prevent French doctors
fromreleasingdetails.

"Toxicology tests were made, and
no poison known to the doctors was
found,” al-Kidwa said, basing his
comments at a news conference on
the medical dossier released to him by
the French military.

"Because of the lack of clear diag-
nosis, a question mark remains there
(about why Arafat died). Personally |
believe it will remain there for some
timetocome,” he added.

Arafat, penned into West Bank
headquarters by Israeli forces for 2-
1/2 years, died of multiple organ
failure. Al{Kidwa would not rule out
the possibility Arafat had been poi-
soned by a toxin unknown to his
doctors.

Asked if he could assure
Palestinians Arafat was not killed by
poison, al-Kidwa said: "No I cannot
assure you. This possibility could not
be excluded."

By contrast, when Arafat was in
hospital in Paris before his death,
Palestinian Foreign Minister Nabil
Shaath told reporters that although
the doctors' diagnosis had been
inconclusive, "it rules out poisoning
totally"

Al-Kidwa said Palestinian officials
accepted the conclusions of French
doctors and trusted the French
authorities.

"We don't have proof that suggests
there was poisoning. We don't have
proof that there wasn't, in a definitive

way," al-Kidwasaid.

"In all cases, I believe that the
Israeli authority is largely responsibie
forwhathappened, atleastbecause of,
the confinement of the late president
to (his headquarters) in very bad
conditions for three years.”

Israel says Arafat -- who suffered
for years from (remors symptomatic
of Parkinson's disease -- had access to
doctors, food, running water and
electricity in his West Bank com-
pound.

Despite a Palestinian elamor for an
official statement, French doctors
refused to publish Arafat's medical
records, citing strict privacy laws that
mean they can only be released to the
nextofkin.

Al-Kidwa was given the report by
the French Defense Ministry in Paris.
He qualified for a copy of the file as a
memberofthe family:

He said he planned to hand the
report to the Palestinian Authority,
which has been frustrated by refusals
from France and Arafat's widow Suha
to hand over the medical records.

A senior Palestinian official said al-
Kidwa planned to pass on the medical
report to the Palestinian leadership,
who would then refer it to Palestinian,
Jordanian, Egyptian and Tunisian
doctors.

Details of the report would remain
confidential but the Palestinian public
would be informed of the main points
of the findings, the Palestinian official
said.

Arafat's aides had quoted doctors
assaying he had weight lossand alow
count of platelets, which help the
blood to clot. They later said he had
gone into a coma, suffered a brain
hemorrhage and lost the use of his

vitalorgansonebyone.

Taiwan targets
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million dollars in investment in
Bangladesh mainly in textile and
knittingindustries.

A number of companies have
already purchased land in the north-
ern region for setting up industries,
heinformed the conference.

"As regards business with Taiwan
there is no objection from China,"
said MA Awal, referring to his recent
meeting with the Chinese ambassa-
dorinDhaka.

He informed that Bangladesh
would open a ‘trade liaison' officein
Taipei very soon. "It's now under
process.” Such an office would be
highly welcomed by Taiwanese
private sector, a member of the
delegation said.

“We, the private sector, want your
government (o open an office in
Taipei to give us a window for trade
and investment interactions,” said
Roland Tsai, chairman of the Taiwan
Garment Manufacturers
Association.

He felt that the expiry of quota
after 2004 would not cause any
setback to Bangladesh's apparel
sector, rather it may turn a boon in
disguise since quality is maintained
and designimproved.

China and India appeared to be
the two bigwinnersin post-MFA era,

but products from a single country
alone cannot serve customer needs
of all importing countries, he
viewed.

Maoreover, Chinese exports may
face trouble as various trade and
textile associations in USA are lob-
bying for limiting imports from
China. The US trade authorities
have already imposed certain limits
on Chinese exports in a number of
categories, hecited.

"But Bangladesh has lacking in
material supply,” he pointed outand
said the country could make fortune
out of the post-MFA situation by
ensuring quality of fabrics and
Iimproved finishingofproducts.

Taiwanese external trade-
promotion officials claimed that the
wo-way trade amounted (o $650
million in 2003, with imports from
Taiwan accounting for 90 per cent.

Taiwan is a major supplier of
textile and garment machinery to
Bangladesh. Electronics, industrial
equipment and automobile parts
aré also among the items
Bangladesh imports from Taiwan,

Taiwan has about 5100 billion
investment in mainland China and
exports from Taiwan make up 35 per
cent of total Chinese exports, exter-
nal trade officials said.



