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Palestine after Arafat

RAFAT is no more, although
ible cause of his death
ing in doubt and conspir-
acy theories abounding the Palestin-
fans have to quickly come to grips
with the cruel reality of near chaos
created by an implacable Israel with
the tacit r:ﬂgrmml of the US. They
have to the measure of their
enemies' strength and their own
vulnerabilities. They have to act; life
hastogo on after Arafat.
The Palestinian people have paid
a memorable send off to Abu
Ammar, Yasser Arafat's nickname,
that sent a message to Israel and its
patrons that theirwillis to persevere
in the cause of somehow recreating
Palestine, even a mini Palestine. The
how of it will tax their will as well as
ingenuity. One hopes they have itin
them to achieve a credible collective
leadership in the coming polls that
can keep them democratically
united for coming struggles -- pri-
marilybypolitical means. The rest of
the world owes to itself to support
the Palestinians' inallenable rights.
In view of what Ariel Sharon, with
US' backing, has shown, Palestin-
ians! need for international support
assumes crucial importance. Israeli
chicanery in encroaching uponWest
Banklands -- areas that Oslo accords
had reserved for the mini Palestine-
to-be -- has created today's tragic
situation. In addition to retaining
these so-called settlements in West
Bank areas, Israel also demanded of
Arafat to forgetabout East Jerusalem
and the right of return of the Pales-
tinian Arab refugees, driven out of
their homes in 1948. Arafat's fault
was to refuse to accept these extra
humiliating terms in Camp David in
2000. It is hard to imagine any
elected Palestinian leadership
conceding to Israel and US more
than what Arafat was ready to do. If

Israel actually needs peace and Arab
acceptance, it has to curb its arro-
gance and to start regarding Arab
citizens of old Palestine as human
beings whohaverightsand needs.
Arafat was unique among the
Arabs -- larger-than-life symbol of
Palestine that was and should be. He
restored self-respect among Arabs
in general by his indomitable
stances and anti-imperialist rheto-
ric. Arafat was a product of Arab
despair. His Palestine had been
occupied by European Zionists who
had inflicted a crushing defeat onall
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Factually Palestinians do have the sympathy of a wide swathe o

Palestine they had lost to Israells
until Yasser Arafat was persuaded by
the Saudis and Americans in early
1970s to accept a two-state solution:
Israel to have over 70 per cent of
Palestine while the Palestinians
were to live in the remaining parts.
Through many further usurpations
(settlements) the position today is
that Arafat, the Mr. Palestine, had to
accept in Oslo Accord just 22 per
cent of original Palestine in a two-
state solution because of the so-
called 'facts on the ground'.

What the Oslo Accord offered was

under military occupation since 37
years: powerless, needy and without
means of sustenance -- because of
unending military oceupation's
travails. No other Arab government
stands by them, except for occa-
slonal cash aid. What will then PA
do?

Arafat's political legacy would be
controversial. Here was a great Arab
and a Palestinian who stood up
against the might of Israel behind
which looms the superpower. He
symbolised resistance against the
occupation by European Zionists.

f international public opinion and within the Arab

of his associates or his own lack of
administrative savvy. He towers
over everyone else and will remain
a father figure for most Palestinian
patriots that still hope for a true
Palestinianstate.

The question remains how
should the Palestinians conduct
themselves? Well, given the aggres-
sive designs of Sharon and his

ﬁ constituency, the future
can only be a difficult one. The
Israeli aggression is not about to
end, for it meets no countervailing
force. The chapter of Resistance has

world itself. But one danger emanates from the personal ambitions of some of Arafat's associates and the designs of
Israel. Unity among the Palestinians is the first prerequisite for any future for them.

the Arab armies in 1948 and later on,
in 1973, converted their initial
reverses into defeat for the Arabs.
Thus, Arafat faced tremendous odds
in hisliberation campaign.

Arafat was quintessentially a
resistance figure who symbolised
Palestinians' resistance against a
more powerful enemy. Originally he
did not accept the legitimacy of
Israel. He regarded it as history's
greatest swindle. The Zionists were
not local inhabitants of Palestine;
they came from various countries of
Europe and later Middle East. They
had no claim on the land because
each Zionist had lived permanently
in Eum‘i;e: they were born and
educated there and had been well
adjusted to the conditions in which
Jews livedin Europe.

The Zionist movement, in retro-
spect, can now be seen as havin
been a colonialist and lmperi:ﬁ
venture, ably assisted by United
Kingdom. They were allowed into
Palestine and gradually grabbed a
lot ofits land, They o them-
selves in brigades that constituted
an informal army in 1948 that went
on to defeat all effete Arab armies
puttogether.

Palestinians continue to face the
problem of dealing with a rium-
phant usurper since 1948. Palestin-
ians, laterled by Arafat, continued to
hold on to the idea of recreating the

Gaza Strip and West Bank areas sans
the Jewish settlements and the roads
that connected them; these were to
remain under Israeli control. That
meant a few Bantustans under
constant surveillance of Israeli
military, for settlements were so
planned as to destroy the contiguity
of territory for a possible Palestinian
state. Oslo agreement was a prelude
to final peace settlement. Some
issues had been left for later agree-
ment: the future of Jerusalem and
the right of return of Palestinians
that were driven out of their homes
by Jews in 1948. Arafat had insisted
that without East Jerusalem (which
contains Al Quds Mosque) and
refugees’ right of return, there can
be no agreement. That is where
matters stand since 2000 when
Arafat refused to accept the [sraeli
demands in Washington creating a
deadlockand recent mayhem.

This situation stares the post-
Arafat Palestinian Authority -- that
was suppased to have become the
government of residual Palestine --
being reconstituted in the promised
election 60 days hence. Can it
accept Sharon's humiliating terms?
Can it forego refugees' right of
return? Can it accept a permanent
Israeli occupation of whole of Jeru-
salem? Itis faced witha cruel choice.
The dilemma is that Palestinians
today are people without a state,
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| Ohe mcmaes Labsraleries LU, is one of the top ranking pharmaceutical
companies with major exposure in local and intemational market and *
certified under ISO 9001:2000 for Quality Management System. Now we
intend to fll up 02 (two) Semior Level Positions for our ongoing Harbal |
Research & Development program. i

Requirements:

The Ideal candidates must have M. Sc. m a

hemistry/Biochemistry from

any reputed University. Candidates having Ph.D Degree will get preference.
Experience in one or more of following Techmques is required:

DNA/RNA Isolaton, Pla

Protein Punfication etc.

. "

i istry: Sound knowledge

istry: Sound knowledge and expertise in
smid based Cloning, Bactenal Culture,

and expertise in

Eor Position in Chemistry:
Analytical and Separation Techniques, Knowledge of HPLC/GC-MS,
Protein Chemistry etc.

Must have excellent communication skills both in Enghsh and Bengali.

Adequate supervisory skills in management of laboratory personnel and
ability to work under pressure will be treated as advantage.

Candidates having excellent academic background with strong research
Interests and Willingness to participate in active research program need to

apply.

If you fulfil the requirements mentioned above, please apply with detailed |
C.V. including contact telephone number, a recent passport size

photograph, attested copies of certificates and

Head of Human Resources, Box No. D-28,
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to the
C/O. The Daily Star,

19 Kawran Bazar, Dhaka -1215 on or before 5" December, 2004, Only
short-listed candidates will be contacted.

He was Mr. Palestine and an Arab

who burnished the image of the

Arabs for themselves, Can the

::j]ected PA do what Arafat refused to
o?

Arafat left some negative legacies
too. True, after Oslo, Arafat faced a
no-win situation but he did not
prave a good administrator of the
newly created Palestinian Authority.
He did not trust many associates
and officials. He concentrated most
powers in his own hands with no
devolution of functions. His
administration was not free of
corruption either. This is also a
legacy. However he still retained his

to go on being written. Itis not over.
For the rest, the initiative will be in
Israeli hands. Israel will remain the
deciding factor. What it decides will
be the fate of Palestinians to suffer -
- unless the Palestinians can coun-
terit.

Now, everyone knows what the
Israelis want: it is no secret that
hardline Israelis are hell-bent on a
Greater Israel, the Ersatz Israel, that
comprises not merely Gaza and
West Bank areas but also parts of
Lebanon, Syria, and may be parts of
Iraq. Remember [sraelis have never
defined their eastern boundary.
That major powers accept this

integrity despite venial corruption  oddityisthereforall tosee.

Are we benefiting from
globalisation?

KATHITA RAHMAN

LOBALISATION -- the growing integration of economies and

societies around the world -- has been one ofthe most hotly-debated

topics in international economics over the past few years. In its most
generadl sense, globalisation is used to convey a sense of an emerging global
culture that is not specific to any particular group or nation. But yet the
question arises how far it is heneficial for the developing countries like
Bangladesh for expanding its trade and finance. Bangladesh has achieved
independence in 1971 and since then it has been trying hard to establish its
existencein global atmosphere. The country facesthe challenge ofachieving
accelerated economic growth and alleviating the massive poverty that
afflicts nearly two-fifths ofits 135 million people. To meet this challenge and
more particularly move towards an open economic regime and integrate
with the global economy, or in other words to reduce povertylevel and merge
with the world we have hadweleomed globalisation. Globalisation affects
productivity, imports and exports, technology, and growthratés. Some of the
trends of globalisation are anincrease in international trade, increased use of
global telecommunications, an increase in immigration, development of
global financial systems, and the development of global business standards.
In addition globalisation helps toward free flowof information.

The most powerful force for transmitting the ideas of democracy and
human rights across borders is the revolution in information technology in
the second half of the 20th century. The telephone, television and the
internet have been the key tools. Innovation of satellite television has
connected people's emotions across bordersand oceans.

Besidesthese factors, globalisation has contradictoryeffects on economic
development of our country. In case of Bangladesh, the problems of
landlessness, impoverishment and consequent rural out-migration are
compounded by environmental hazards as well as environmental
degradation caused by economic and other development activities. Massive
unemployment; low wages and weaker labour movement need to be
addressed by a broader coalition of trade unions and civil society groups.
Moreover it has such negative consequences for women and children that
some commentatorsargue thatglobalisation is'male’.

Though globalisation has given women a power to end the system that
hreeds poverty, exploitation and oppression but practically women workers
provide the cheap labour from which super-profits are extracted. Since the
adoption of market liberalisation policy in the late 1970s, a totally export
oriented garment industry has engaged more than 500,000 women workers
in Bangladesh. Cheap labour seems to be the driving force and the [ssue of
equity and environmental sustainability are posited as mutually exclusive
values. It is not easy for a Least Developed Country (LDC) like Bangladesh to
specialise in manufactured exports. Having low wage costs can hardly
compensate for its lack of marketing skills and infrastructure and poor
overallinvestment climate.

Another point is that the concept of globalisation emphasises
international trade. Though free trade can bring us benefits but each
international accord, agreement treaty and understanding limits our
freedom of action and may harm our culture, Globalisation, in this case, is
viewed asa threatto national sovereignty.

Thus we can find that there are two aspects of globalisation -~ positive and
negative. Globalization brings opportunities, but it also brings risks, While
exploiting the opportunities for higher economic growth and better living
standards that more openness brings, policymakers -- international,
national and local -- also face the challenge of mitigating the risks for the
poor,vitlnerable and marginalised, and of increasing equity and inclusion.

Kathita Rahman serves with UNDP-CBEMP Project.

Just as Zionists had no justifica-
tion for coming and occupying
Palestine, they will have no justifica-
tion to occupy other areas of Syria,
Traqand or Jordan. Itis pure colonial-
ism with aggressive intent. The
Palestinlans have a job cut out for
them. They have to resist Israeli
transgressions. It will be hard to
create a popular consensus among
Palestinians on what to demand from
Isruel and how to struggle. There
mustbe ared line beyond which even
a defeated people ought not to con-
cede. They would thus be daring
Israel to do its worst, as indeed was
the last stand of Arafat, But a con-
scious decision has to be openly and
democratically taken. World will
watch what Israel does, perhaps in
fascinated horror, ashitherto,

A word about the fair-minded
liberals and left elements every-
where. Would they watch in silence
the murder of a whole people --
which is an ongoing process in occu-
pied Gaza today? Itis intended ethnic
cleansing. Can the world not see the
enormity of what has been done (o
Palestinians in 20 Century and how
canjusticebedone to them now? Can
the fair-minded not do for Palestine
what they did in Feb 2003 over [rag?
Much has been heard of humanity's
conscience. Why does it not stir? Has
the old bad conscience of European
and American liberals not been
appeased by this long existence of
Israel? Must it watch in silence what
thelsraelis might doto Palestinians?

Factually Palestinians do have the
sympathy of a wide swathe of inter-
national public opinion and within
the Arab world itself. But one danger
emanates from the personal ambi-
tions of some of Arafat's associates
and the designs of [srael. If Arafat's
successors do not stand together,
they may have to hang separately.
Unity among the Palestinians is the
first prerequisite for any future for
them. If they do not unite in the face
of present emergency, they will
probably lose the battles that lie
ahead. For, many battles of survival
haveto befoughtbythe Palestinians -
- and not without much help from
others. That s a cruel fate. But that is
how thingsare.

MB Naqviis aleading columist in Pakistan.
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All health information to keep you up to date

Protect yourself from Jaundice

T ODAY Hepatitisis a very well known and easily catchable disease.
Most people understand that it's a liver disease caused by virus
and ean have an effect on persons of all ages. At times there are
cases of Hepatitis with oaly flu-like symptoms. Often misdiagnosed as
cold without bload testfor hepatitis. Hepatitis may be different types but
A and E are more common at this moment in our country. FHepatitis can
be treated effectively provided diagnosed timely. Generally, the
symptoms and over all treatment depends upon its type. This can be
monitored easily through blood test for bilirubin. Treating B and C type
Hepatitisis not as easy as Hepatitis A. It needs careful follow-up and may
take alonger time to cure, Although all types of Hepatitis are treatable but
in some cases Type B, C, and D Hepatitis may develop to chronic
Hepatitis. ;

Risk factors for getting Hepatitis are intimate contact with hepatitis
patients, recent travel history, injection, dental surgery, blood
transfusion, abnormal sexual behaviour, intake of water and food, using
unhealthy washroom, intravenous drug use, and occupation.

* Wemay classify thesymptoms ofall types in tothe following stages-

Stage 1. Nosymptoms and signs

Stage 2. Fever or Flu-like symptoms, decreased appetite, malaise,
nausea/vomiting, muscle ache and headache. Sometimes abdominal
pain and which could be specifically in the right upper quadrant. Diar-
rhea may occur in children, while constipation Is more common in
adults. Dark discoloration of urine will develop. But it is important to
know that a patient who appears severely ill is likely to have hepatitis of
another cause oranatypical one.

Stage 3. Jaundice (situation usually characterised by yellowness of eye
sclera and skin), itching, Degree of jaundice varies case by case. X

.Stage 4. Difficult to make differential diagnosis of the different types
by onlyclinical symptoms.

Protectyourselfby-

« Makea habittowash your hands before every meal.

« Don'tforget towashyourhands with soap afterusing the toilet.

« Stop eating from unhealthy places.

» Donotuse personal care items of infected patient

» Always drinkboiled water as faras possible.

« Avoidsexual contact with unknown persons.

» Donotuse food orwater left by hepatitisinfected person.

« Don'tforget toaskfor fresh disposable syringe for injection.

« Try to receive fresh blood (if needed) from friends, relatives and
colleagues. ;

« Donotdonateblood if youare infected.

« The best preventionisHepatitis B vaccination.

« Donotdonate blood ifyou have ever had Hepatitis Bor Cinyour life.

Career with
Prime Finance

Wa are a fast-growing Non-Banking
Financial Institution and Merchant
Bank engaged in providing diversified
services in bath the money as well as
capital market with emphasis on
corporate clients and operating by a
experienced team of professionals.
Products and services Include
structured finance, syndicate finance,
corporate financial services including
merger & amalgamation,

public Issue of securities

and other standard products

lika leasing, hire purchase,

deposit schemes, term loan etc.

We are searching candidates having
vision for career building in a
challenging environment.

enior Manager

Manager/S

These are  managerial positions with “excellent " career

eielopient & ‘growth dpporturities for different ot areas like
 Marketing, Operations, Documentation, Monitoring, Fund
Management, Merchant Banking etc. Incumbent should be

capable of sharing our vision, work In team envird;ibunt_;';ii{d'
 keep pace with the rapid growth and expansion targets we have
. set for ourselves. Candidates having good academic background
with 34 years working experience in relevant fleld il be

requied.

‘B

Management Trainee/ Assistant Manager
: &5 S ECEER A ]
This Is an entry-level management position. Recruitment will be.
- made for different areas like Corporate Finance, SME
'Finance, Real Estate Finance, Monitoring, Accounts, Fund

Management and Merchant Banking. The incumbent should
- have good academic results preferably be an MBA. Candidate
" having working experience of 1-2 years will be preferred.

- Attractive compensation package and position will be offered to
. the right person. Application including a full CV. indicating your
. area of Interest should be sent by mail / e-mall no later than 28
- November 2004, Applications will be treated In strictest
‘confidence and anly short listed candidates will be contacted
immediately. i R et

Prime Finance & Investment Limited

63 Dilkusha C. A. (7th Floor), Dhaka=1000, E-mail: jobs@primefinance.net
www.primefinance.net

Mobile Mela package is now available

all over the country.

This package is available in all the GrameenPhone
authorized Point of Sales throughout November, 2004
at the price offered in Mobile Mela




