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Arson alleged
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arsonists was "to start construction
of a multi-storeyed shopping com-
plex through eviction of the traders,
as the High Court has stayed it until
Aprilnextyear".

Abul said, according to a census
conducted joind.}r with Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) and the deputy
commissioner of Dhaka in 1998, the
market committee had 1,345 mem-
bershopdwners.

“But, after taking over as presi-
dent of the committee by force in
2002, Chowdhury Alam enrolled 301
newmembersinit," healleged.

Chowdhury, also the local DCC
ward commissioner and president
of BNP Ramna Thana unit, took Tk
80,000 from each of the 301 new
members promising them to allot
shops after the shopping complex is
built, Abul said.

Ofthe sumreceived from amem-
ber, Chowdhury paid Tk 20,000 to
the DCC, which owns the plot and
the complex to be built, as booking
money for a shop and appropriated
the remaining Tk 60,000, he alleged.

A group of businessmen claimed
Abul Khair and Abul Kalam are the
elected and genuine president and
general secretary of the committee.

They alleged, at a meeting at the.

National Press Club on August 22,
2002, Chowdhury declared himself
president after snatching the loud
speaker and intimidating the mem-
bers present by his armed muscle-
men. /

Asked why he is opposing the

construction of the shopping com-
plex, Abul said itis because the rules
and procedures that the DCC fol-
lowed in construction of other
markets are not being followed in

. thiscase.

"I came to know that as devel-
oper the DCC will own 75 percent of
the complex and the rest will be
distributed among the shopkeep-
ers," he said, maintaining that to be
quite contrary to the DCC norms.

Abul and his son Mohammad
Rana filed a writ-petition with the
High Court on June 29 against the
ownership scheme, acting on which
the court issued the stay order on
construction ofthe building.
ALLEGATIONS DENIED -
Chowdhury Alam however denied
the allegations claiming those to be
made by go-getting people who
want to trouble the water for their
He termed the fire an accident
saying no body can set fire to a
market in broad daylight. "Many
peaple told me the fire was caused
by an electric short circuit," he
added.

On allegations of his presidency,
Chowdhury said, "I did not want to
be the president of the market com-
mittee. But the businessmen
insisted and made me the president,
dissolving the previous committee."

He also denied receiving money
from members promising shops in
the newcomplex.

According to him, New
Bangabazar Markethas 1,673 shops.

CPB won't share power
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CPB would not share state power
with the Awami League,” said CPB
General Secretary Mujahidul Islam
Selim at a press conference at fts
office.

He however said formation of a
left democratic alliance through
11-party and joining anti-

Araihazar OC
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national dailies yesterday on the
deathsinpolice custody.

Narayanganj SP Ibrahim Fatemi
ordered the suspension of Sub-
Inspector (SI) Jalal and constables
Abdul Alim, Abdul Aziz and Chand
Mahmud.

"We also have asked ASP (Kha
Circle) Farhad Ahmed to show
cause in two days why he gave false
information in the probe report,”
Fatemi told The Daily Star last
night.

SI Abdul Awal of the police
station arrested three youths --
Bhutto, 32, Karim, 22, and Faruk,
25, at Begunbari, Tejgaon, in the
capital on November 11 at night
and took them to Araihazar.

Araihazar police reportedly beat
them up at the station the same
night. Of them, Bhutto and Karim
died at 3:00am of November 12
Friday. The police then dumped the
bodies in Dasirdia of Uchitpura
union and staged a recovery of the
same bodies in the evening.

Araihazar police identified the
three arrestees as robbers and
claimed two of them had died of
mass beatingduringarobbery.

Faruk, who survived the assault,
was sent to the districtjail.

Thelocal police authorities later
formed a probe body with ASP
Farhad as its head to investigate the
deaths,

Farhad, in his report, defended
the policemen attesting that the
two arrestees had died of mass
beating duringarobbery.

The district police authorities
also formed a new probe commit-
tee into the incident headed by
Additional SP Ahsan Habib Palash
and with ASP (Ka Circle) Jahid
Hasan and Court Inspector
Tofazzal Hossain as members.

The committee was supposed to
submititsreportbylastnight.

incumbency movement with the
AL on certain issues are not contra-
dictory.

The CPB general secretary
dismissed the notion that their
simultaneous anti-government
movement with the AL will change
the course of the ongoing efforts to
forge an alternative left democratic
front.

Selim also said the CPB will
continue protesting against any
government if their activities went
against theinterestofthe people.

"Awami League and CPB are not
like-minded parties and the Awami
League during its tenure failed to
resolve basic problems of people,”
he added.

On Bangladesher Samajtantrik
Dal's (BSD) opposition to a joint
movement with the AL, Selim said
he does not think the BSD's stance
ontheissueisright.

The CPB also declared its joint
and separate political programmes
for December and January at the
press conference. Apart from its
Independence Day programmes, the
CPB will observe December 18 as the
‘anti-grenade and anti-bomb attack
day' and demand trial of the perpe-
trators of the dastardly attacks. The
party will observe December 23 as
'anti-communalism day' across the
country.

Acting Presidenl of CPB
Shahidullah Chowdhury, presid-
ium member Abu Zafar, central
committee members Ruhin
Hossain Prince and Mahbub Alam
were also present.

Iraq sets Jan 30
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Muslim stronghold from insurgen ts,

The conference was originally
aimed at winning more interna-
tional backing for the much-
anticipated elections, which are due
tobeheld inJanuary.

“The vote will not be perfect, but
the response I am getting from the
electoral commission is that the
enthusiasm for the elections is
tremendous,” Zebarisaid.

Despite US-Iraqi offensives to
reclaim lawless enclaves across the
country, an intense security threat
looms over the elections and several
radical Sunni Muslim organisations
have urged citizens to boycott them.

Human wall
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human wall would touch two
divisional headquarters -- capital
Dhaka and port city Chittagong --
and 48 upazilas.

The opposition leaders will
meet again at the central office of
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) tomorrow
morning to finalise the prepara-
tory visits of the opposition lead-
ers to the districts through which

the human wall will be formed, he,

said.

"We have already begun activi-
ties at our party level and also
under the banner of 11-Party to
make the no-confidence human
wall a success,” said CPB General
Secretary Mujahidul Islam Selim
who attended the joint meeting.

The opposition leaders will visit
the 18 districts before December
11 to prepare their leaders and
workers for the human wall and
mobilise common people to join
it. The visits are expected to startat
the end ofthismonth.

The leaders however could not
finalise the tour programmes as
‘there are still some discords

between the opposition parties on
how the preparatory visits will be
made.

"Some leftist parties are in
favour of making the visits sepa-
rately while the Awami League and
others want a joint move of top
leaders of all the parties," said a
source.

The left leaning parties under
the 11-Party alliance meet today to
settle the dispute over the tour and
it will be finalised at tomorrow's
meeting of all parties, sources
said.

Abdur Razzaq, Tofail Ahmed,
Obaidul Kader and Saber Hossain
Chowdhury of the AL, Rashed
Khan Menon of the Workers Party
of Bangladesh, Hasanul Haq Inu of
]SD, Dilip Barua of Samyabadi Dal,
Pankaj Bhattacharya of Gono
Forum, and leaders of Ganotantri
Party, Gano Azadi League and
Ganotantrik Majdur Party and
NAP were present.

The opposition parties on
Thursday announced the human
wall programme along with their
common nine-pointdemand from
separate press conferences.
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Local traders also blamed the
firefighters for neglect of duty in
taming the flames sweeping through
the Dhaka City Corporation-owned
market that houses small, often
makeshift shops, selling mostly
cheapclothes, shoesandaccessories.

Hundreds of traders, employees
and their families rushed to the spot
on hearing the news and burst into
tears counting losses that they said
made them'worse than beggars',

Thick, black smoke blanketed the
southern sky and filled the air of the
capital for justaboutall daylong.

The fire, originating from ‘an
unknown source’, broke out in the
southwestern comer of the market
and the flames the sur-
roundingshopsatabout9:10am, said
Nurul Amin Master, a witness. The
fire raged to the other end within half
anhour.

*I was my shop when [
saw a blaze at the top of an adjacent
cloth store," said Nurul, who owns
Mary Fashion in the second lane of
the market standing on a wooden
frame.

Another shop-owner,
Mohammad Hosain, however, said
firefighters from the nearest station
reached thespotatabout$:15amand
put out the blaze in a couple of min-
utes. He added that smoke was still
emitting fromthe debris,

"I requested the firefighters to
pour more water on the smoke but
they did notlisten to me," he alleged.
"The fire then began again from the
smoke and the blaze spread quickly
into the whole market."

The firefighters did not have
enough water at that time to dousé&
the fire, which was fanned by the

- breeze blowing since morming, said

otherwitnesses.

Only 10 to 15 percent of the shop-
owners had opened theirshopsin the
morning after the Eid vacation and
they burst into their shops to save
whatever valuables they could lay
their hands on.

All the 1,673 tin-shed shops and
around 200 warehouses, mostly of
garments and blankets, were
reduced to ashes. The blaze also
burnt down a five-storey building

New Bangabazar

adjacentto the market.
LOOTINGSPREE

Some shop-owners and employees
alleged that cash and clothes of the
shops were loated during the inci-
dent.

"My cash box and clothes were
looted from the shop before I had
reached the spot,” said Abdus Sattar,
owner of Urmi Garments, who
reached hisshop atabout 10:00am.

*I was in the shop when the fire
broke out but I could not recover a
single piece of cloth," said Mithu, an
employee of Nasima Fashion. "As
soon as I brought out a bundle of
clothes from the warehouse onto the
road, peoplelooted them," he said.

"1 had no-one to look after the

and there was no-one either to
stopthelooting."
GATES CLOSED
Another owner, Mohammad
Solaiman, told reporters that he
could not save merchandises worth
around Tk 12 lakh since all the 30
collapsible gates of the market were
closed duringthe fire.

The five guards -- Abdus Sattar,
Abul Kalam, Haider Ali, Haris Miah
and Lokman -- quickly put off the
main electric switch of the market
and closed all the gates fearing loot-
ing, saidoneofthe

Police and members of the Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) reached the
scene half an hour into the incident
and restored order in the area. They
blocked traffic in the surrounding
streets and sealed off the entire area
to make way for the firefighters to get
to the spot in time and to prevent
looting, witnesses said.

Traders having shops in the
northern side of the market, however,
managed to save some of their mer-
chandise from theinferno.
ALLGONERIGHT
BEFORETHEIR EYES
Abul Hossain Khoka, owner of eight
shops, told reporters he lost valu-
ables worth around Tk 50 lakh and
managed to recover goods worth
some Tk B lakh. Like him, Abdul
Halim of Mukta Fashion, Kanai Lal
Banik of Mugdho, Shanta and Soma
Saree Bitan and Mohammad Hossain
of Janani Enterprise managed to

recoveralittle of theirvaluables.

The flames also latched onto the
five-storey 1/1 Bangabandhu Avenue
building that houses 12 film-making
and distributing offices at about
11:00am. It burnt to ashes dround 50
films of the offices on the first and

third floors and garment shops on

theotherfloors.

"I lost around 20 films along with
their negatives and they are lost
forever since I do not have copies of
the originals,” said producer Shaker
Ahmed Chhoton, owner of AZ Films,
who claimed to have incurred Tk 25
crore inlosses, Gazi Mazharul Anwar,
director of Desh Chitrakatha, also
lostaround 30 films, Chhotonadded.
FIREFIGHT FIASCO
An army of over 100 firefighters from
most units of the fire brigade, armed
with around 27 vehicles, failed to
douse the fire until 4:30pm. They
couldnotcutoffthegaslineofthe 1/1
Bangabandhu Avenue building that
was buminguntil 7:00pm.

At least five firefighters, an
employee of Titas gas and 45 others
suffered from minor bumn injuries in
theincident.

Selim Newaj Bhuiyan, assistant
director of Dhaka unit of the Fire
Brigade and Civil Defence, told
reporters that they are yet to find out
what caused the fire and make an
estimate of the damage.

Chowdhury Alam, president of
New Bangabazar Hawkers Market
Committee, however, said the
inferno damaged valuables worth
around Tk 100 crore,

Local Government, Rural
Development and Co-operatives
Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Environment and Forest Minister
Tariqul Islam, Dhaka City Mayor
Sadeque Hossain Khoka, Home
Secretary Omar Faruq and Dhaka
Metrppalitan Police Commissioner
Ashraful Hudavisited thescene.

Main opposition Awami League's
General Secretary Abdul Jalil, its Joint
General Secretary Obaidul Kader,
Workers Party of Bangladesh
President Rashed Khan Menon and
Communist Party of Bangladesh
General Secretary Mujahidul Islam
Selimalsowentto thespot.

Musharraf
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South Asian Free Media Association
(Safra) Conference.

He said a piece of land will be
allocated to launch South Asia Media
Development Center and
Mul Universityin Lahore.

Earlier, Safma Sccreta:y Gerlerul
Imtiaz Alam sought Pervez's sup
to adoption of Safma's protoco un
Free Movement of Persons
and Media-products Across the
South Asian Region by the upcoming
13thSaarc summitin Dhaka.

He also demanded appointment
of a committee comprisi Tesen-
tatives of media bodies by the Saarc
to review current media laws and to
incorporate necessary amendments
to ensure right to know; freedom of
expressionanda free press.

Safma President of Pakistan
chapter Ziauddin gave welcome
address, the Safma secretary general
explained the theme and objective of
the conference and its Bangladesh
President Reazuddin Ahmed gave the
vote of thanks,

The opening session was followed
by two working sessions. Indian
journalist KK Katyal chaired the
session on Reconciliation in the
Subcontinent. Editors and
Columnists Dr C Raja Mohan uf
India, Igbal Sobhan Chawdhu?
Bangladesh, Sharmini Boyle o

Dr Mohammad Waseem of
Pakistan and Gokul Pokhrel of Nepal
tookpart.

Irshad Haqqani, editor of Daily
Jung, chaired the second session on
Independence of Media after 9/11.
Director of the World Editors Forum
Bertrand Peequerie and President of
IF] Christopher Warren and Dr Anne-
Christine Habbard of FIDH were the
panel discussants.

Dhaka loses
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Sabihuddin Ahmed asked the per-
sons concerned to deposit the
contributions to the IUCN, the
officials said, adding that the deci-
sion was not ultimately imple-
mented following bureaucratic
tangle.

Mohammed Valli Moosa, former
minister for Environment and
Tourism of South Africa, and Dr
Parvez Hassan, a prominent lawyer
and environmentalist of Pakistan,
arevyingfor the post of president.

Sven Sandstrom of Sweden is the
lone candidate for the post of trea-
stirer.

Mahfuz Ullah, current chair of
the ITUCN Bangladesh National
Committee and Secretary General of
Centre for Sustainable
Development, is contesting for
councillor from South and East Asia
region.

Although the Bangladesh gov-
emmentis nota voter State Minister
for Forest and Environment Jafrul
Islam Chowdhury sought vote for
the lone Bangladesh candidate
Mahfuz Ullah at a roundtable of
ministers at the Third World
Conservation Congress at the
Queen Sirikit National Convention
Centre,

Three other contenders of
Mahfuz Ullah are incumbent coun-
cillors -- Japanese government-
nominated Nobutoshi Akao,
Chinese government-nominated Dr
Han Xingguo and Thai government-
nominated candidate Dr Monthip
SriratanaTubacanon.

Dhaka's role
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bilateral contentions.

Pakistan President General
Pervez Musharraf, opening the
Safma conference here Saturday,
gave a broad hint that Saare should
play a role in resolving the disputes
in South Asia alongside making
efforts to increase cooperation in
trade and commerce.

Earlier at the conference yester-
day, Foreign Minister Kasuri in his
written statement called for making
Saarc a Symbol of peace, stability
and development by transcending
the differencesin South Asia.

“We believe that cooperation
within Saarcis notonlydesirablebut
also a vital abjective. We must tran-
scend the differences in South Asia
and make our earnest contribution
to uplifting the quality of life of the
people of South Asia," he told the
Safma conference on "Media and
Reconciliation in South Asia" on the
second dayofthe moot.

He noted Saarc has made certain
progress since the Islamabad sum-
mit, saying that the 12th summit
"reinvented the Saarc." Many
important decisions were taken and
major developments took place at
the last summit which have a posi-
tive Impact on the atmospherics in
theregion.

Kasuri reaffirmed Pakistan is
committed to making peace with
India by resolving the Kashmir

disputes through a win-win situa-
tion, "No war, no peace” cannothelp
resolve the issue -- there must be a
genuine peace by making the cur-
rent composite dialogue with India
onallissues acompletesuccess.

He said Saarc could be made an
effective forum like Asean if the
India-Pakistan dispute was gone to
the satisfaction of all parties --
Pakistan, Indiaand the Kashmiris.

"WhatweneedinSouth Asiaisan
effort to bring the hearts of the
people together," he said, appreciat-
ing the role of the Safma in strength-
ening thereconciliation process and
promoting cooperation and under-
standing.

King Gyanendra
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conveyed his thanks to Bangladesh
president, theminister added.

He said a suitable schedule of a
bilateral visit will be worked out by
the two sides through diplomatic
channel.

He was onastopoverat the Indira
Gandhi Airport on way back from
Kathmandu to proceed to Male and
Islamabad. He will hand over Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia's letters of
invitation to the leaders of the
Maldives and Pakistan to attend the
13th Saarc summitin Dhaka.

Freedom fighters.
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Forces Day, 2004 to honour
those given gallantry awards for their
sacrifices in the Liberation War in
1971.

Khaleda who is also the minister in
charge of the defence had
invited the freedom fighters and their
families to accord them the formal

tion.
handed gifts to the families of
the seven Bir Shreshtha and recipients
and families of Rir Uttam, Bir Bikram
and Bir Protik designated freedom

fighters.

Some 48 freedom fighters includ-
ing Col (retd) Oli Ahmed Bir Bikram
and their family members were
invitedtothe tion.

Ban adesh government gave

awards to 676 freedom
ﬁg’mem in four categories for their
sacrifices and heroic contributions to
the Independence War. Of them,
seven got posthumous Bir Shreshtha
awards, 68 Bir Uttarn, 75 Bir Bikram
and 426 Bir Protik.

Earlier in the moming, President
Prof Injuddin Ahmed and Khaleda
placed wreaths at Shikha Anirban at
Dhaka Cantonment to pay tributes to
the memory of the members of the
Armed Forces who sacrificed their
livesforindependence.

Theystood insilence for sometime
when the bugle played the last post. A
guard ofhonourwas also presented by
a contingent drawn from the three
services.

Also present were Chief of Army Lt
Gen Hasan Mashud Chowdhury,
Naval Chief Rear Admiral Shah Iqbal
Muztoba and Air Force Chief Air Vice
Marshal Fakrul Azam.

At the reception, the prime minis-

ter exchanged pleasantries and
enquired about the well-being of the
freedom fightersand theirkin.

Addressing the function, Khaleda
said her govemment has set up the
Ministry of Liberation War to ensure
welfare of the freedom fighters. Her
government has taken responsibility
for the living of the families
oftheseven BirShreshtha, she added.

Besides, initiatives have been
taken to build up monuments at the
places where the Bir Shrestha freedom
fighters were martyred.

Khaleda said allowances for indi-
gent freedom fighters have been
raised to Tk 500 from Tk 300 and the
number of beneficiaries has also been
increased to 60,000 in the last three
years from41,666.

Several p es for training
and self-employment for the freedom
fighters' family members are being
implemented, she said, adding,
allowances for the freedom fighters
wounded inwarhavealsobeen raised.

Khaleda said the provision of
paying Tk 25,000 in lump grant for
economically disadvantaged freedom
fighter's families has been made and
such programmeswill continue.

55 killed
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and several yachts were scorched.

A propaganda department offi-
cial in Baotou told reporters there
that everyone aboard was killed,
Xinhuasaid.

There was noimmediate word on
what caused the crash.

The plane was a CRJ-200 aircraft,
Xinhua said.

Elderly woman-
in Mirpur found
slaughtered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Aseptuagenarian womanwas found
slaughtered in her house in Mirpur
yesterday.

Jamila Khatun, 75, was killed
sometime between 5:30-6:30 yester-
day morning, said her relatives.
They, however, could not say any-
gﬂng about the motive for the mur-

er.

Her granddaughter Sabina
Akhter discovered her dead when
shewent o wakeher up at6:30am.

“I called her for several times but
she didn't reply," she said."Fearing
she might have fallen ill, I pulled the
kantha (blanket) and found her
lyingslaughtered inapool of blood."

Later police recovered the body
at9:00am.

‘Sabina with her husband lives in
a room adjacent to Jamila's at their
seven-room house at North Bisil in

ur-1.

Jamila's nephew Almas said he
met her at around 5:30am when she
was returning home after gthe
Fazr prayers at Mirpur Al
Mazar.

Mixed reaction

FROMPAGE12

and ts-level ruling coalition
leaders brokered for recruitment in
theirareas forTk 1 to 2lakha jobin the
least.

Agninst such a backdro, muf,asecﬂnn
of ruling party leaders high offi-
cials think by cancelling the recruit-
ment the government has done the
right thing, as the corrupt recruitment
might have brought a curse for the
BNE

A deputy commissioner told The
Daily Star on condition of anonymity
that many ministers, MPs, political
appointees at the Prime Minister's
Officeand seniorcivilservanisrecom-
mended names for recruitment at the
districtadministrationhe heads.

Sources said a section of local
officials were also involved with the
graft and irregularities in the recruit-
ment process and the money they
took from job seekers was shared
among the district level officials
conecermned.

An influential minister on condi-
tion of anonymity said the middle-
men may now face trouble as the
people who secured appointments by
paying them will start asking for their
moneyback

e decision cancelling the
mcruil:mnnt will definitely hurt those
ple who got the jobs by
spcn ing large sums of money,
though the brokers may escape the
harm," the minister surmised.
.+ A high official, who wanted not to
be named, said if the people, who
already have received appointment
:g;tﬂlms.bagiﬂt?nmul;mttmmd al::;;gl‘t
€ lorthe governmentto

He lamented the fact thar, though
reports were coming from all over the
country about irregularities and
corruption in the recruitment pro-
cess, the government did not take step
thentostop the malpractice.

He said it was an unwise decision
to cancel all the appointments,
because the people recruited are not
responsible for the graft, addingitwas
for the government to intervene and
ensureaproperrecruitment.

66 Maoists
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bodies of the rebels or to continue
our operation against them," he
said.

The injured troopers were flown
to Kathmandu for treatment.

The clash is the biggest since the
ending on October 28 of a nine-day
temporary truce between Maoist
and government forces to allow
people to celebrate the Hindu fest-
val of Dashainin peace.

US banks
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Earlier in 2003, Chase Bank wanted
to close Sonali Exchange's accounts.
But Sonali convinced Chase to keep
the accounts running,

Butin recent times, the US bank-
ing regulatory authorities fined a
bank $25 million for violation of
rules. This prompted other banks to
become cautious, leading to the
decision to close the remittance
accounts.

China faces
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provision of the special safeguard
clause for textiles and apparels
worked out when China entered the
WTO.

China had the taste of this clause
first when three of its categories --
ladies undergarments, dressing
gown and knit fabrics -- faced quota
with ceiling for annual growth fixed
at7.5 percentor below.

"We welcome this step, Thisis the
only protection measure for us after
the multi-fibre agreement (MFA)
phases out in January," said Annisul
Hugq, President of the Bangladesh
Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association. "We are also
demanding for similar measures on
category 645 (sweater). We also want
the European Union to go for similar
measures on China."

"Bangladesh needs to carefully
monitor these developments in the
post-MFA regime and look for
increased orders," said Dr
Mustafizur Rahman, regearch direc-
tor of the Centre for Policy Dialogue.
"This safeguard clause will be appli-
cable till 2008 and renewable every
year. This will give us some breath-
ing space once the quota regime is
over. But we must keep up our pres-
sure on the US to allow us zero tariff
access.”

Anticorruption body
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Born in Jhalakati, Sultan was
appointed High Courtjudgein 1979.

The two other members of the
Commission are M Maniruzzaman
Mia, former vice-chancellor of Dhaka
University and Maniruddin Ahmed, a
member of Pay Commission and
former chairman of Securities and.
BExchange Commission (SEC).

Known as a pro-BNP intellectual,
Maninzzaman Mia served as DU
vice-chancellor during the past BNP:
regime, which also appointed him
ambassador to Senegal lateron.

The Commission members have
been appointed for a four-year term.
Theycan beremovedin the same way
a judge is removed. However, unlike
the judges, their posts have not been
madeconstitutional.

The chairman will enjoy the status
of a judge in the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court while the mem-
bersthestatusofHigh Courtjudges.

Speaking on personal capacity,
anti-corruption watchdog
Transparency International
Bangladesh's Trustee Board Treasurer
Prof Muzaffer Ahmad said the selec-
tion of the Commission members
couldhavebeen better.

"When Sultan Hossain Khan was
the CEC, the performance of the
Election Commission was not great.
And Maniruzzaman Mia was a failure
as a vice chanceller. Finally,
Maniruddin could not perform inde-
pendently at the SEC," Muzaffer
pointed out.

*The government has made these
appointments under donor pressure.
ButIstill wish the Commission mem-
bers will now prove their credibility
and efficiency,” hesaid.

The main opposition Awami
League in an instant reaction yester-
day termed the appointments 'politi-
cal' adding that the members of the
Commission have been appointed on
merelypolitical consideration.

Earlier on August 12, a selection
committee working for three months
nominated six persons including
Justice Sultan for the post of chairman
of the Commission and recom-
mended theirnames to the president.

The other five were former vice
chancellor Aminul Islam, former
advisor to the caretaker government
Mainul Hossain Chowdhury, former
secretaries Syed Alamgir Farruk
Chowdhury and Abdul Karim, and
former inspector general of police
GolamKibria.

But later the selection body
dropped two names because they
were ‘controversial,' said a member of
the selection body. "These two new
K&m along with Sultan Hossain

picked by the prime minis-
ter," the member said requesting
anonymity.

A bill to form the anti-corruption
watchdog was placed in parliament
on July 10 last year and after seven
months of discussions and argu-
ments, the bill was passed on
February 17 and gazetted on May 9
thisyear.
The five-member selection body
was formed on May 9 with Justice MA
Aziz as its chairman. Other members
were justice Nazrul Islam Chowdhury,
Comptroller and Auditor General Asif
Ali, Chairman of the Public Service
Commission ZN Tahmida Begum and
former cabinet secretary Akbar Ali
Khan.

The demand for the independent
antigraft body was being pushed from
1991 election campaigns. Although
both BNP and Awami League had
included the issue in their election
pledges, they had been reluctantto act
wheninpower.

However, in the recent years, as

!

Bangladesh has been rated as the |

most corrupt country in the Berlin- |
based anti-corruption watchdog

Transparency International's index, i

donors and civil society have been ' |

pushinghardtomakeithappen. |

When the governiment enacted the !
law for constituting the Commission
earlier this year, all opposition parties !
including the Awami League rejected
it fearing that the Commission would i
notbeanindependentone.

Asthe Bacworked under the Prime l
Minister's Office (PMO), corruption *
cases against favoured politicians and i
ministers have hardly been ever
pursued. The newly formed
Commission, which will work inde-
pendently, is expected to free anti! ’
corruption activities from the l.nﬂu-
enceofthe PMO. {

The Commission will conduet:
inquiry into corruption, file and i
conduct case, institute suo moto
inquiry or on the basis of application
from aggrieved person, perform duty
to be vested by anti-corruption law,
review existing anti-corruption
arrangement and make recommen-
dations to the president for its effec-
tive implementation.

It will be able to serve summons
and interrogate witnesses, reveal any
document, collect deposition on oath
from witnesses, ask for public records
or its copies from any court or office,
issue warrants for interrogation of
witnesses and examine documents,

The Commission will also be able
to ask any person to furnish with any
information relating to investigation
or inquiry and the person concerned
will be boundto give that information.

Sunken ferry,
2 vehicles not
yet salvaged

3 people remain missing

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The ferryboat that had capsized in
Kirtonkhola river Saturday morning
near Char Kawa Ferry-ghat on
Barisal-Bhola highway is yet to be
recovered.

Out of the four vehicles that had
slipped into the river before the boat
sank, the salvage crew retrieved the
night-coach of Meghna Paribahon
Saturday noon and a truck in the
afternoon.

Salvage vessel Hamza and tug-
boat Agrodoot of Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority (BIWTA)
and a team of fire service frogmen-
continued their joint salvage opem-
tion to recover the boat and the
remaining two vehicles -- a pickup
and a truck -- till filing of this report
yesterday afternoon.

Abdur Razzak, a frogman of
BIWTA salvage vessel Rustam, said
the ferryboat is lying 80 feet under
waterat 200 yardssouth of the wharf.

No dead body has been found
and, so, three people arestill missing.

Athree-member inquiry commit-
tee headed by Yusuf Ali, additional
chief engineer of Roads and
Highways Department, Khulna
division, has been formed to investi-
gatetheaccident.

After crossing the river in a dense
fog, the reportedly decrepit ferryboat
banged into the jetty at Char Kawa
Ferryghat at about 5:30am Saturday,
lurched to one side, the four vehicles
on board slipped into the river, and
the boat sank a few yards away from
its cargo, witnesses said.

The ferry service was resumed at
the point early hours yesterday with a
new boatreplacingthe capsized one.

Reduced to nothing

FROM PAGE 1
"We've lost everything, fire has left
us dirt-poor,” wailed one of the
garmentretailers.

"We couldn'tsave even a thread,”
laments one shop-owner, who
claimed to have lost merchandise
worthaboutTk5 lakh.

The timing of the fire was even
more shattering as the shopkeepers
were approaching peak season for
retail sales. They have already built
upabulkstock of woolen and winter
clothes,

Many went to work yesterday
onlyto find their workplaces already
consumed by fire.

By noon yesterday, Qari
Mohammad Monjur Ahmed, muez-
zin of the Hawkers' Market Mosque,
who was grievously injured in the
fire, died. Witnesses said the 70-
year-old had underestimated the
magnitude of the fire started from
the eastern part of the market and
moved at a lightning pace to engulf
the entire market.

Witnesses said the muezzin, who
was sleeping in the mosque tower
when the fire started, managed to
come down. But later while making

a last-ditch attempt to retrieve his

bedding, he gotcaughtin the flames.

Qari Monjur was not the only
one. The first group of firefighters
too did the same mistake when they
showed up with only a tank of water
to fightthe blaze.

By the time the necessary
firefighting equipment reached the
scene, most of the Hawkers' Market
and much of the next door five-
storey building, were destroyed.

Hundreds of traders, their staff
and family members, with eyes
swimming with tears, watched their
businessesgo up in flames.

"Had the firefighters come in
time with a sufficient supply of
water, much would have been
saved,” said one of the fire victims.

Many believe the goods could

have been salvaged, if the stores
werenotlocked up and barred.

Police said only three or four
stores were open at the time.
Firemen thought the fire could be
controlled, but to their dismay, it
spread unbelievably fast and con-
tinued till late in the afternoon.

The fire at the adjacent building
that houses filmmaking and distrib-
uting offices, raged till late in the
afternoon.

“Movies including those stretch-
ing back to the Pakistan erawere lost
and damaged,” said Aminul Haque
Faroque, secretary general of
Bangladesh-Bharat Moitree Samity
thatisalsolocated inthe building,

Heavy casualties however could
be averted as evacuations began
almostimmediately after the market
caught fire at around9 am, said a by-
stander.

An electric gas line was fuelling
the fire in Film Office even after the
fire in the Hawkers' Market was
doused, said Mustafa Kamal, an
employeeofthe office.

At around four in the afternoon,
several retail workers were gathering
bundles of jeans the fire had spared.

"About 12 of us have lost our
denimshops,” said one of them. "We
would split the salvaged items
equallyamongus.”

"I don't even know how much
I've lost as I hadn't taken an inven-
torysince Eid," he added.

Jamal Mia, director of the market,
said 1873 stores and 200 warehouses
were gutted."Not only the goods,
but at least Tk 150 crore that was
stored in the market were lost in the
fire."

Asked what he plans next, Jamal
Mia, surprisingly calm in the after-
math, said he hopes the government
will empathise with the hundreds of
shopkeepers and their employees
and provide compensation to help
revive the business.




