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30 speed detector

fast drivers

277 accidents a year in the capital make DMP wary

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON drivingand mostoftheaccidents  in size and the installation pro-
vkt tesnsestisbeiesiiienssnseesss. - tAKe place ontheseroads. cessisverysimple.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police "Whenever the drivers get According to traffic law, speed
(DMP) has decided to install 30, roads little free they run their limit for the motor vehicles
speed detectors in Dhaka to vehicles fastand crossthe speed  within the city is 40 km per hour
check the speed of motor/vehi- limit that often causes fatalacci- and on the highways it is 60

km/hour. But most of the drivers

dents. It is necessary to control [
arenotaware ofthespeedlimit.

cles from next January with a
the speed of vehicles to check

view to reducing road accidents

in thecity. such accidents,” said "I never heard this. I always try

As the number of fatal acci- Ansaruddin Khan Pathan, DG’ to save time wasted for traffic
dentsinthecityisincreasingday  (Traffic-South) of DMP. __jam in the city by accelerating
by day and most of these are dile Initially, 30 portable speed- the speed specially on New
to uncnntrolled speed, the DMP  detecting devices will be Airport Road," saidJasimuddina .
will install the devices verysoon,  installed atdifferent pointsinthe bus driver of Gulistan-Airport
sourcessaid. city. Training of the traffic police route.

According to the DMP traffic  personnel who will operate these Pathan said they have
department, 277 accidentstook machineshas alreadystarted. requested traffic engineering
placein the capitalinoneyeartill . The detectors with high per-- department of Dhaka City Cor-
October2004, thatleftmorethan, | formance satellite receivers will poration (DCC). to mark the
a hundred people killed and measure acceleration, detectthe . roads under its authority with
many more fatallyinjured. over-speeding vehicles and give signs of speed limit for the con-

A mother and her daughter alarmimmediately, venience of drivers.
were run over by'a speedingbus  * "Vehicles crossing the speed "We hope DCC will set up the

limit will be caught then and
punished. DMP will take action
according to existing traffic

signs before we install the
devices in January. If there isno
such signs, the drivers will get an

on Airport Road on November
16, a dayafter Eid-ul-Fitr.
DMP officials said there are

some roadsin the city including  rules,” said Pathan, excuse to avoid punishment for i e iy _ ] i
the Airport Road where thereisa He said the machine could be  breaking the speed limit," said :
chance of speedy and reckless installed anywhere as it is small  Pathan. DMP is going to install 30 speed detectors to catch fast driving vehicles, which often cause fatal accidents in the city.

A foggy moming in Dhaka -~ the winter has set in a little early this year,

early winter

SABRINA KARIM MURSHED Low temperature during the Shahidul can find comfort by ding stores with at least 15,000
eeees s ereesstessessssaniaresssssnseenanne | mightis anothersign of thecom-  getting under a kanthabutwin-  workers in Dhaka, claimed the
The lazy sun unwﬂlmg toglowin  ingwinter. ter is not so chanming for people sellers. There are quilt makers -
full, trees'shedding old leaves Md. Akram Hossain, Director, ! like Kasimuddin who was spot- known as dhunuri alsowho go
little by little and dusty, misty Bangladesh Metearological ted lighting a fire by the roadside’  from door to door to make and
roads are announcing the advent = Department, said the countryis in order to keep himself warm. mend quilts, blankets and mat-
of winterin the city. eriencing early winter this year, "I'do not even have a gunny tresses, With the arrival of winter,
Although the concrete jungle "Usually, we expect winter to sack to cover myself. Youwillnot . all of them are expecting todo
that is Dhdka, does not offer start from December to February.  realise howthe winterwind'can = brisk business. !
much room to nature to showher  But this year itarrived in Novem-  chill you to the bone when you Change is evident in wayside!
features distinctly, residentscan  ber," he said, adding that thecity ~ live in the open,” said food stalls which are selling =~
. still feel the winter creeping in. would experience foggier Kasimuddin, a vagrant sittingon  popularlocal winter cakes like
The arrival of winter is evident ~ weather this time with earlycold  the footpath at Sobhanbagh. bhapa pitha and puli pitha.
in the open spaces of the city waves. . The bedding stores in the city However, the change in the
where a thin layer of fog gather, "]t starts to become cold from  are warming up with the mercury  weather is bringing in the sea-
especially in the early morning, midnight and it is quite chilly at going down. "This is the time sonal viruses too. Those prone
. "Itisstill not shivering cold dawn,” said Shahidul Alam of when quilts and ‘mattresses are to asthma due to cold and dust
but 1 feel a little chillywhen 1 go Pallabi. "You do not feel comfort-  on high demand,” said AbdulJalil  are particularly vulnerable dur-
for my daily morning walkat Zia * ableunless you wrap a kantha Khokon, owner of a bedding ing winter. Besides viral fever
Uddyan," said Zakia Alam, a (thin traditional quilt)," he store in Nilkhet. and seasonal'cold is also'on the
’housewife living in Shyamoli. added, There are around 3,000 bed- -tise. '
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delayed again

"The harbour was included

Buriganga protection plan

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN PCP to the shipping ministry on The' project also included
e in the plan as vessels at May 19, But it remained stuck construction of walkwaysonthe
) Sadarghat need separate berth-  there for two months becausea  34km shore on both sides of the
The plan to permanently pro- ing to unload garbage and = query about the estimated cost  river.

tect Buriganga from re- change oil, which is now being = ofdredgingtheriver. The project is expected to
encroach-ment has been done in the river polluting the The PCP has to be placed  generateincome from the facili-
delayed again as the shipping i : before the Planning Commis-  tips.

ministry wants to include a "This will help reduce pollu-  sion for inclusion in the Annual "This project will alih help
harbour for vessels at tion in the river," sald Rakibul DevelopmentProgram (ADP)of reduce traffic at Sadarghat
Kamrangir Char and exclude a  Islam, superintendent engineer  thenext fiscal year. Total cost of ' L inihal and we Will ba able to
dockyard at Mirerbag. ofthe BIWTA. the project has been estimated regain the old glory of
oachment has been delayed The harbour will be con- ' Tk94.36 crore to be financedby ¢ uriganga," said the high offi-
again as the shipping ministry  structed where a channel ofthe  thegovernment. cialofthe BIWTA.

wants to include a harbour for  Burigangaonce flowed. About 96,82 percent of the

vessels at Char and
exclude a dockyard at

Hossain, director of ports and
transportation of Bangladesh
Inland Water 'Il-s.uspart Author-

ity (BI‘WI‘AJ

The harbour will reduce
pollution as vessels would

There will be a 60-bed rest
“house at the harbour for launch
employees.

.. The BIWTA submitted' the

budget will be spent on the
developmentof the river bank.

there. Moreover, a recreation
centre and sitting arrange-
ment on the bank would be
constructed.

The Sadarghat terminal,
established in 1967, maintains
communication with two sea

Mirerbag, dump their garbage into float- ' A terminal building, a transit

" "We are re-casting the project _ingtanks and thenthesewillbe shade at Ali Bahar Char near POrts. In 200273, about Z.18
concept paper (PCP) to include ~ emptied on the shore. The ves-  Pagla, kiosks, a health centre, crore commuters and 18.70lakh
the harbour and exclude the selswill alsouse pipestopump jetty, terminal, parking yard metic tons of cargo passed
dockyard,” sald Syed Monwar  oilontothe shore. and open yard will be built through this port. Every year,

movement of commuters is
increasing by 4.29 percent and
cargoby4.72 percent, according
to the BIWTA.
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