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The Battle for Fallujah

. IKRAM SEHGAL

of the Euphrates, Fallujah is

bound by the desert on all
sides. Two bridges connect the city
to the peninsula on the west bank of
the river, where the city's major
hospital is located. A railway line is
its northern boundary, the railway
station is located to the northwest
just outside the city. A north-south
road is the intersection between the
Jolan (northwest) and Askari (north-
east) districts.

US intelligence sources reported
that most of insurgents are dug into
these two districts, so no surprise
therefore that this is where most of
the initial fighting has taken place.
Route 10, an east-west road dividing
Fallujah from the North to the
mostly industrialized south, this
was largely reported to be free of
insurgents before the fighting.

For urban warfare one cannot

S ITUATED on the eastern bank

really plan a set-piece battle,
because of the time available and
the wealth of intelligence, US com-
manders planned the Fallujah battle
carefully, the aim being to avoid the
heavy casualties normally associ-
ated withurban warfare.

The US and Iraqgi invasion force
comprised, viz (1) US -- HQ Ist
Marine Div; 31st Marine Expedition-

ary Unit (MEU) as an HQ with one

integral battalion and a battalion
each of Marines and Army, two
Regimental Combat Teams (RCTSs) of
the US Marine Corps (USMC), one
Brigade and each from the 1st US
Infantry Division (the Big Red one)
and the 1st Cavalry Division along
with integral artillery and aviation
support and (2) Iraq -~ two Brigades
of the Iraqi Army, a brigade of [raq
Intervention Force and a ING Com-
mando Battalion (Iraqi Special
Forces).

The general deployment had the
US Marines on the west and the
Army formations to the north. [n the
initial thrust preparing for the actual
offensive, US Marines came in from
the west to seize the two bridges
connecting Fallujah to the penin-
sula, Iraqi Special Forces were used
to capture the city's main hospital
on the peninsula, in the meantime
infantry from US 1st Divand armour
units from US 1st Cav took control of
the railroad station to the north, 2nd
Battalion of the 7th Cavalry Regi-
ment (2/7th Cav), which led the
spectacular advance into Baghdad,

againthe spearheadofthe attack.

The approaches to Fallujah
having been secured, the invasion
plan and the routes thereof were
expected ta be a west-to-east thrust
by the Marines, the Army attacking
on aNorth-South axis.

However surprise was achieved
with four Marine Battalions and two
Army battalions all attacking from
the north. The US Marines went for
the Jolan District cutting it off from
the rest of Fallujah while the Army
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gent strongholds through use of
unarmed aerial vehicles (UAVs),
electronic (ELINT) and human
intelligence (HUMINT), sensors,
aerfal photographs, etc. Artillery fire
and use of Precision Guided Muni-
tions (PGMs) had blown away sus-
pected booby-trappedsites.
Taking a page from the civilwarin
former Yugoslavia, the US relied
heavily on snipers to support their
multiple thrust. The snipers took
positionon dominatingsites, target-

L)

strongholds by the invasion force
quickly penetrating to the centre of
Fallujah, this was accomplished
within three days of the initial
assault, butit did take hard fighting.
Once the routes had been secured
fresh troops carry out house-to-
house flushing out of the insurgents,
isolating them into smaller concen-
triccircles.

The attacking troops found it
heavy going in their effort to avold
excessive civilian casualties, even

unit had left them being killed by a
US Marine detachment. While the
soldier concerned has been taken
into custody pending a detailed
investigation, the atrocity has
already caused a great furore within
Iracgand in the Muslimworld.

Iraq's Interim Government had
already declared emergency, most
cities in [raq, including Baghdad
being put under night curfew. To try
and divert the effort of the attacking
troops, insurgents have been carry-

In the initial stages the battle developed well fnr the US and Iraqi forces, but hecausa they falled to declmate the
insurgent force within 2-3 days as planned, there is continuing bloody reslstame in pockets. Failure to subdue
Fallujah completely will make it a continuing symbol of mass Iraqi resistance to US presence in the country.

units led by armour (2/7th Cav)
came through into the Askari Dis-
trict while cutting it from the Jolan
District by moving down the inter-
secting North-South Road.

In both cases they aimed for
Route 10 dividing Fallujah west-to-
east to prevent the guerrillas from
retreating to southeast and south-
west Fallujah. However a sizeable
number of guerrillas escaped to the
south, thereby forcing flushing-out
operations to continue beyond the
planned dates. In careful intelli-
gence build-up had located insur-

ing any Iraqi male between 15 and
40 who strayed out into the streets.
The urban guerrillas responded in
kind, most casualties, among the US
and Iraqi forces have been caused by
snipers, We must learn from this, the
Pakistan Army has presently one
sniper per infantry platoon, this
should be increased to four, one per
everyinfantrysection and oneinthe
Platoon HQ. The crossfire has
already accounted for scores of
casualties amongcivilians.

The insurgents were first sepa-
rated in their Jolan and Askari

though most of Fallujah was evacu-
ated these were in the hundreds. In
some case they themselves found
themselves temporally surrounded
by heavy fire, the urban guerrillas
making coordinated attacks with
mortars, small arms and RPGs
(rocket propelled grenades).

Before the start of fighting,
images of civilian dead and
wounded had already inflamed
public opinion in Iraq. This will be
further exacerbated by TV images of
awounded guerrillalying helplessin
a mosque where an earlier Marine

ing out sporadic attacks on the US-
led Coalition troops and police/ING
locations throughout the Sunni
triangle. Even PM Allawi's cousin
and his entire family were taken
hostages in Baghdad, the kidnap-
pers demanded cessation of the
Fallujah offensive.

Iraqi troops have deliberately
played a central symbolic role,
particularly in neutralising those
religious locations from where there
has been insurgent activity. Since
snipers have been using moscque
minarets, these have been targeted

by fire without inhibition. The visi-
ble presence of Iraqi troops has been
very helpful in containing religious
sentiment already severely exacer-
bated.

While a true picture of the perfor-
mance of the Iraqi troops is not yet
available, itis far better than that on
display some months ago when
2/3rds of two battalions deserted
just before time came to launch an
offensive. The US has been careful in

- playing up the relative Iragi suc-

cesses in the Fallujah offensive in
the media. The main police station
within Fallujah was captured by
Iraqi forces who immediately putup
the Iragi national flag as a symbolic

+ demonstration of their major role in

the offensive.

The careful build-up of intelli-
gence about invasion routes helped
in targeting not only strongholds but
booby-trapped sites including car
bombs. Those that where not
destroyed by air and artillery strikes
were dealt with by special demaoli-
tion teams that in some cases
worked beyond the existing front
lines, The casualty rate has been
high, where two US Marines died in
a location at least 50 were seriously
wounded. The invasiop force has
secured Route 10 fully to'feny insur-
gent activity to proliferate in the
industrial town which makes up the
south of Fallujah.

Even with the US toops in the
centre of Fallujah, the resistance
continued unabated with the for-

ward lines ebbing back and .forth.
One helicopter was shot down in the
first house, two later just outside
Fallujah. One US commander had
estimated that it would take about a
week of severe hand-to-hand fight-
ing before all the terrorists were
flushed out. In fact that will be the
major problem for the invasion
force, having reached all their objec-
tives to be subjected to continuous
attack by urban guerrillas operating
out of the shadows of demolished
structures.

It is estimated that until now
nearly 50 US troops have beenkilled
in action along with a smaller num-
ber ofIraqis, with over 300 US troops
being seriously wounded enough to
be evacuated to Germany. The US
commanders on the ground are
estimating the insurgent casualties
to berunning into several hundreds,
estimated to beranging from 1200 to
1600, probably true given the con-
centrated fire,

In the initial stages the barttle
developed well for the US and Iraqi
forces, but because they failed to
decimate the insurgent force within
2-3 days as planned, there is contin-
uing bloady resistance in pockets.
Failure to subdue Fallujah com-
pletely will make it a continuing
symbol of mass Iraqi resistance to
US presencein the country.

Ikram Sehgal, a former Major of Pakistan Army, is
apolitical analyst and columnist.

The future for girls

RAFIQUL ISLAM SARKAR
IT is now a universally

accepted truth that the future
of girls and women is one and
the same. Today's girls are tomor-
row's women. Girls cannot
advance without the advancement
of women and no improvement in
the lives of women will be sus-
tained unless girls are provided
with the skills and opportunity to
achieve their potential.
Women are at the centre of the
development process. Empower-
ment of women results in faster
economic growth, less corruption
in governance, lower childhood
malnutrition and lower child
mortality, increased agricultural
production, more children in
.school inecluding girls, and
reduced health risks, When
women are empowered the overall
health and well-being of a society
is greatly improved. For this, a
society-wide transformation is
urgently needed. Itis not as simple

as "let's just send little girls to
school." We need to get beyond the
obvious answers. In what environ-
ment will they be safe, will they not
be harmed, will they truly be edu-
cated, will they be properly fed and
will they be nurtured? Our efforts
at finding the answers to these
questions will help us build a self-
reliant future for our country.

Let us pause for a moment to
see the condition of girls world-
wide. Half of reported sexual
assaults are perpetrated against
girls aged 15 years and younger.
There are 17 countries with high
rates of female infanticide. An
estimated one million female
fetuses are aborted each year in
China and an estimated five mil-
lion, female fetuses are aborted
each year in India. By age 18, girls
have completed an average of 4.4
fewer years of school than boys.
Globally, girls are three times
more likely to suffer from malnu-
trition than boys. Each year two
million girls between ages 5 and

15 are forced into the commercial
sexmarket, 58 per cent of the over
ten million young people
infected with HIV/AIDS are girls.
Of the school aged children who
do not go to school, 60 per cent

tion, basic and reproductive
health, action against violence

and trafficking, education, infor-
mation, freedom of movement,
shared responsibility for house-
hold work, and participation in

should lay emphasis on the
rights of girl children, proper
implementation of laws and take
necessary steps to eliminate all
forms of discrimination against
them.

income, they invest in the well-
being of their families. Families
and communities must ensure
women's equal access to food
throughout their lives, Women
must have the information they
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Women in Bangladesh will need to fmd the courage to ’rlse ahove the suhservlan! subordinated roles that are
dictated to them by the society. Men will need to become sensitive to the ways in which they and the society
discriminate against and disable women and have the courage to change these ways. Together, we must forge a new
partnership based on equality for the future of our families, our communities, and our nation.

are girls -- an estimated seventy
million more girls than boys.
Fifteen million girls aged 15 to 19
years give birth each year. Each
year female genital mutilation is
performed on an estimated two
million little girls, most often
between the ages of 4 and 8 years.

To ensure a better future for our
women ten critical actions must
be undertaken. These are: helping
to create women's organisations,
income generation, better nutri-

local government.

Leaders of different child
rights organisations have called
for social movement and strin-
gent enforcement of laws to
protect girl children from all
forms of diseriminations includ-
ing murder, rape, trafficking,
acid throwing, and dowry. Laws
are there to protect the girls but
most of them are not imple-
mented properly. The
policymakers of the government

Women must be organised
into self-help groups and com-
munity organizations. Women's
organisations are key to
enabling women to come out of
their homes, identify their com-
mon problems, and take collec-
tive action for solutions. They
must be provided with resources
and skills training that enable
them to participate in small
enterprises, We know, when
women increase their own

need to make appropriate deci-
sions about nutrition. They must
have access to basic health care at
all stages of life -- from infancy to
adolescence to adulthood, In
addition, they must have access
to reproductive health ineluding
contraception, prenatal care and
information on child spacing and
the hazards of early marriage,
Bangladesh must adopt "zero
tolerance" of trafficking and
violence against women, Men

must change their behaviour.
Families must treat violence in
the household as a criminal act.
Government must prosecute each
and every case of violence against
women to the fullest extent of the
law. Local communities must
have the resources and account-
ability to ensure basic literacy and
numeracy for girls and women.
When women and girls are edu-
cated, this translates into lower
population growth, reduced child
mortality, lower school drop-out
rates and improved family nutri-
tion,

They must have access to clear
and accurate information on
education, health, sanitation,
nutrition, legal rights, and reli-
gion. Women leaders must
ensure that this information is
communicated orally to women
who are illiterate. They must
enjoy freedom of movement.
Their participation in economic
and social activities outside the
home never contradicts with the

religious teachings. To address
the basic issues for a healthy
community, women's participa-
tion in the local government
must be ensured. Communities
must commit themselves to
overcoming the obstacles to
women's full participation in
local government.

Women in Bangladesh will
need to find the courage to rise
above the subservient, subordi-
nated roles that are dictated to
them by the society.

Men will need to become
sensitive to the ways in which
they and the society discriminate
against and disable women and
have the courage to change these
ways. Together, we must forge a
new partnership based on equal-
ity for the futuréol our fambiies,
our communities, and our
nation.

Rafiqul Istam Sarkar Is a formar chisf naws aditor,
BTV, and cument programme manager, The
Hunger Project-Bangladesh.

Plight of
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Daily Star photo (Oct 29)
showing two femalegarment
waorkers lying on the street of

the port city, possibly in an uncon-
scious state after being beaten up by
law enforcers, touched the con-
science of every sensible citizen,
except those who matter. The logic
behind my saying this is that no one,
including trade union bodies and
political parties, uttered a single word
(at least I did not see in the media)
condemning the acts. As if the agitat-
ing garment workers are criminals
and any link with them would be a
social stigma.

Beating of garments workers is not
a new incident in our country, rather
it's a single example among hundreds
of unreported ones. Why they were
beaten up mercilessly? Whatwas their

the poor

The other day, another migrant rickshaw puller askad me: '.Lhy the government does not impose ban on private cars as
these occupy more road space and cause traffic jam in most of the rickshaw-free VIP streets? Again he answered his
own question: the government will not do that or does not have the courage to do that because all of you are rich. You
can maltreat the poor but you can't enrage the rich. I could say nothing in argument.

crime? Their ecrime, according to
newspaper reports, was that they
demanded arrears for three months.
Their offence was that they dermon-
strated on the street after failing to get
their just arrears through discussion?
[sitacrime todemand dailywages?
Ifa garment worker is not paid her
salary for three months, howcouldshe
survive in the city? How much a gar-
ment worker gets per day? A garment
worker gets aslow as Tk30 per day, Le.
Tk 720 a month. And I think, no world
famous economist or financial man-

ager, other than the garment worker,
would be able to prepare a monthly
budget with Tk 720 for a family.
Remember, unlike offi-
cers/employees of government or
semi-government offices, the gar-
ments workers do not have any
opportunity to get "extra’ money
from other sources. Where theyreside,
how they buy food, clothes and other
essentials, or respond duringindispo-
sition, it'sreallya miraculous matter.
The photographs of the women
workers with malnourished complex-

consumers.

arrear has been issued.

Electricity Bills upto December,

Dhaka Electric Supply Company Ltd. (DESCO)
House No. 3, Road No. 24, Block-K, Banani, Dhaka-1213.

Special Notification Regarding Issuance of Certificate

on Electricity Bill

» |t is naotified for kind information of the esteemed consumers of Dhaka Electric Supply
Company Ltd. (DESCO) that, as per Govt, decision, certificate on payment/arrear of all
2003 has already been issued for convenience of the

s Notice as "All clear" to the esteemed consumers having paid all bills upto December,
2003 and "No other arrear except the specific months" to the esteemed consumers having

. ® In case any esteemed consumer has not received the certificate/notice in the mean time, it
is requested to contact the under mentioned telephone numbers during office hours:

Engr. Md. Shahjahan Mia, Manager Kafrul S & D Division

Mr. Md. Shafiqul Islam Chowdhury, Manager Kallyanpur S & D Divn.
Engr. Md. Abdul Mannan, PEng. Manager Pallabi S & D Division -
Engr. A.K.M. Mostafa Kamal, Manager Gulshan S & D Division -
Engr. Noor Mohammad, Manager Uttara S & D Division
Engr. S.M. Habibur Rahman, Manager Baridhara $ & D Division -

®» The esteemed consumers, who contact over telephone shall be sent duplicate certificate or
notice under special arrangement by the respective S & D Division of DESCO.

s It may be noted that this certificate/notice regarding payment of bill shall be treated as
final document in support of payment of electricity bill.

s DESCO solicits cooperation of the esteemed consumers in this regard.

Better consumer service is our motto

- 8019852
8023984
8052016
8859493
- 8959145
3855244

DESCO Authority
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ions and very ordinary sarees reflected
their poverty. In fact, if we give a closer
look at the passing by garment work-
ers, we will find that most of thern dre
malnourished. Their faces are
depressed and gloomy. They walk a
longway to reach their working places
and go back by walking. Almost all the
workers huddle in slums or slum-like
residences. Under this circumstance,
when a garment worker is not given
his/her payment for three months,
what could be his or her condition -
justthinkofthatforamoement.

The garments sector has tumed
into the largest export eamners in the
country with annual tumover of over
$5 billion (2003-04). But our manufac-
turers did not do anything innovative
and fundamental in expansion of this
sector. In real sense, we have been
working as tailors. The owners of
garment factories are the owners of
tailoring houses and they are getting
sewing charges after getting orderand
materials.

Bangladesh has become one ofthe
hubs of garments manufacturing due
to availability of very cheap labour,
Labour is indeed cheap here. But the
tragedy is that the factory owners
cheat these cheap labourers and
thereby make money. Nowhere in the
world, are the workers as much
exploited asin Bangladesh.

Is there any contribution of work-
ers in earning the highest amount of
foreign exchange from the sector?
The workers are one of the parties -
like the factory owners and the gov-
ermnment -- involved in sustaining
this sector. However, their contribu-
tion is not only ignored but they are
treated just like beggars. Except the
workers, the other two parties are
getting their due shares, sometimes
extra benefit depriving the workers.
As reported in The Daily Star, when
the workers of the particular factory
were being beaten up in the street,
the owner was abroad -- maybe on a
business trip or on a pleasure trip
with his entlre family. While his
workers' blood is staining the city
streets, he might be sleeping in a 5-
star hotel or dining In a luxurious
restaurant.Whata contrast!

Our industrialists and business-

- men are preached neither by religion

§

nor by economic theories. Prophet
Mohammad (SM) ordered to pay the
wages before drying up the sweat of
the workers. No economy -- capital-
ism or communism -- supporls
exploitation or cheating of the work-
ers. However, our employers not only
exploit and cheat their employees
but also now and then harass them.
And with the money being cheated
from the workers, our manufacturers
lead houriouslives.

Most of the garment workers are
from rural areas. Of course they have
little or no workin the villages. But if
they return back to their villages,
they would survive as once they
survived there. But what would
happen to the garments industries?
The awners and government dlways
think they are the main players in
the sector. They never consider the
contribution of the workers. The
waorkers are always at their mercy.
Please, don't exploit them. They are
not begging, they are giving their
physical labour for their survival. A

t worker doesn't dream of a
flat or a house in the city -- their only
dream is to have a square meal and
fulfilotherbasicneeds.

When the garment workers were
being beatenup or harassed, another
marginalised section, the
rickshawpullers, were being driven
out from Dhaka city, Interestingly, all
these happened during holy
Ramadan, the month of restraint, and
atatime whena famine-like situation
(which is termed as monga) was
prevailinginsomenortherndistricts.

Nat only this year, almost every
year in October/November, the city
experienced an influx of migrants
who come from northern districts
failing to get any workin their areas.
Most of the newcomers engage
themselves in rickshaw pulling.
They earn some extra money in two
months, send this to their families
and go back home at the end of
November to catch harvesting
Seas0rn.

This year, their destiny was differ-
ent. In the middle of the Ramadan, [
saw a man begging for collecting
money to return home. When [

asked, he told me that he came to |

Dhaka from Roumari of Kurigram
borrowing money from moneylend-
ers in hoping to pull rickshaw. But
after two days in the city, police
seized his rickshaw from Shyamoli
area, foreing him to out of job. Now,
he had no money to reun back
home, Not only he, most of the
monga-stricken migrants returned
back home empty-handed this year,

thanks to the city father and policy-
makers for their bid to eliminate
environment-friendly rickshaw from
the citystreet.

The other day, another migrant
rickshaw puller asked me: why the
government does not impose banon
private cars as these occupy more
road space and cause traffic jam in
mostof the rickshaw-free VIP streets?

Again he answered his own ques-
tion: the government will not do
that or does not have the courage to
do that because all of you are rich.
You can maltreat the poor but you
can't enrage the rich. I could say
nothing in argument.

Nazrul Islam is a journalist and an
emvironmeantalist.
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