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Dhali Al Mamoon

Aiming to change the structure of the society through

installation works

ERSHAD KAMOL

HALT AlMamoon began his

promising career as a

painter and printmaker in
the early 1980s. Mamoon's most
significant paintings and graphics of
the preceding period display an
inclination towards traditions and
miyths of this region. They are delin-
eatedinalanguage derived fromthe
western experiences. The mythical
character of Behula'is a source of

changed his style, medium and
language. Commenting on the
reason behind the change, Mamoon
says, 'A conscious development of
perceptual sensitivities along with a
conceptual maturity transforms an
artist. A committed artist with' a
creative’ impelling force continu-
ously outgrows himself with new
experiments in medium, style and
language.

"The art of installation has various
aspects. On the one hand, ithasmore

In his installations, he prefers a
more metaphorical expression,
using matenials and items which are
at the same time used for violence
and day to day household activities.
Installations are three dimensional
expressions.

Sometimes Dhali's installations
appear to be a photography studio.
Aninteresting story remains behind
each of his idea. Mamoon says,
‘When I visited the Khirkec Mosque,
not used for prayers atpresent butis

One of Mamoon's installations

inspiration for him and he assimi-
lates the allegorical reference and
the present context in a symbolic
manner in his two dimensional
works.

Currently, Mamoon has shifted
gear. His transformation as an
explorer of the more contemporary.
expressions of visual language, such
as installations and vidco presenta-
tions, is a comparatively recent
phenomenon.

Associate Professor in the
Department of Fine Arts at
Chittagong University, Mamoon has
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communicative advantage over
displays hung on awalland has given
anew dimension to art. On the other
hand, its advantages of diversity of
materials and modes of expression
haveattractedme,'headds,

Mamoon's works are a sharp
weapon against religious bigotry. He
says, 'I have respect for the pious.
However, it is true that modernism
has produced much ideology and
philosophy but none of them have
been as successful as religion, [
approach art keeping this reality in
mind."

still a piece of beautiful architecture,
1 decided to bring this architectural
splendour to my studio, This idea
reminds me of my photography
studio during my childhood. I have
recreated’ this studio through this
painting to blend with my memory.
In the studio of my memory there
were opportunities to dress in the
colonial-style costumes. So, I have
drawn a bridge between my concept
and my socio-political condition, as
I believe that an artist possesses a
healing power to redress the damage
of the society through his or her

[

artistic venture. My medium is .
painting. 1 want to focus on the
disorder in the structure of the
society, I draw ideas from newspa-
perphotographs.”

So far Mamoon has presented six
installations at home and abroad,
His first installation is on the death
of Sanjay, a victim of the brutal
attack by the fundamentalists. In
this project, he has used wooden
logs wrapped in bandages and
soaked in antiseptic which points to
the victim's death and his struggle
for life. Supported by Sanjay's child-
hood photographs, his art materials
and used items, the presentation
succeeds in capturing his death and
his living existence, and at the same
time' pointing at the death' of an
innocent by the fundamentalists.

Mamoon's currentproject Water
is Innocent is somewhat abstract
and complex Set against a remote
context, it is executed in'a meta-
phorical language. This display
puts spectators in a challenging
position, and for them the encoun-
ter seems unexpected, as the whole
presentation boils down to a fantas-
tic spectacle. Mamoon has pre-
sented an amalgam of paintings,
sculptural elements, photographs,
texts, video, sound effects, flowing
water and kinetic movements of
some sculptural forms with the
help of power driven motors in this
project.

About his. Water is Innocent
project, Mamoon says, 'The plight
of the ethnic people of Chittagong
Hill Tracts is the theme of my pres-
ent work. Water has become one of
the overpowering elements in their
lives. It is water that had once
drowned their land ‘and dislodged .
them in many different ways. This
followed the construction of the
barrage producing hydro-
electricity over the last five
decades.'

Dhali Al Mamoon has partici-
pated in many exhibitions at home
and abroad. His talent has eamed
recognition. In 2000 he won the
National Award for the best work of
the year conferred by the Bangla-
deshShilpakala Academy.

FILM REVIEW

Shyamalchhaya and Joyjatra

HARUN UR RASHID
ELEVISION entertainment
this Eid featured world

Tpremiérus of two films--

Humayun Ahmed's Shyamalchhaya
and Tauquir Ahmed's Joyjatra. Both
the films have aroused immense
curiosityamongviewers.

There seems to be a number of
similarities between the two films:
Firstly, the themes of both the mov-
ies are based on our Liberation War;
and secondly, the films depict the
plights and experiences of groups of
refugees who are fleeing from their
villages after raids by Pakistani army.
Most of the action in both the films
take place on boats as the refugees
undertake thejourney byboats.

Humayun Ahmed's
Shyamalchhaya is a touching story
ofafewpeople onboard alarge boat,
hired by a middle-aged man. His
daughter-in-law (the son and the
grandson having been killed by the
Pakistani military) accompanies
him: The boat also accommodates a
Hindu youth, his father and grand-
mother, anewlywed Hindu couple--
Gouranga and Ashalata, a young
man from the city who has recently
retumed from abroad and whose
entire family has been Killed by the
Pakistani army. There are a pious
moulana travelling with his expect-

Joyjatra: a story of a victorious journey.

ingwifeand the twoboatmen.

One night a group of Razakars
invades the boat. The Razakar
commander tries to take away
Ashalata, The motlana protests
and eventually the passengers
arrest Razakar commander. One

day, a group of freedom fighters in’

disguise of a troupe of singers get
on the boat with a mission. They
destroy a boat of Pakistani military
but Ahsalata gets wounded in the
encounter. Finally, the refugees
reach a liberated area where the

flag of the independent country is
seenflying.

The serious story of
Shyamalchhaya is occasionally
intervened by comic elements
mainly arising from eccentricities
of different characters, a character-
istic feature of Humayun Ahmed's
writing. What is important is that
the comedy does notjeopardise the
seriousness ofthe story,

Humayun's use of an engine-run
boat, however, seems a little con-
fusing--wasitreallyavailable at the
time of the Liberation War?
Humayun also presents the
Razakar commander rather kind-
heartedly, Maybe, a number of
Razakars were not as brutal'as they
have come to be knownin general.
But isn't that general activity suffi-
cient enough to deprive them of all
kind ofkindness for them?

Except aminor character or two,
all the characters have been given
almost similar importance in the
story. And the whole cast of the film
has performed well in their roles.
Especially, Riaz has excelled' his
previous level of acting in this film.
His role of a pious moulana, his
humane approach to all including
the Razakars, and his final decision
to join Muktibahini arise a natural
liking for him. Other actors like
Humayun Faridee, Swadhin
Khasru, Ahmed Rubel, Syed Aktar

Ali, Tania, Ejajul Islam, Faruk
Ahmed, Shimul have also’ played
theirroles well.

Tauquir Ahmed's Joyjatra is
important because through this fili
the actor emerges in the role of a
film-director. Based on a story of
renowned actor-filmmaker Amjad
Hossain ‘and scripted by Tauquir
himself, the film depicts the journey
of a group of refugees at the end of
whichtheymeetthe victory:

The story.of Joyjatra has a happy
village, which is under attack of the
Pakistani military. The commander
asks the Imam of the village mosque
about the whereabouts of the free-
dom fighters. which the Imam
denies to tell: The Pakistani officer
kills the Imam and orders to bum
the whole village. A group of people
boards a boat and flees from the
village forsafety, The film depictsthe
incidents: and experiences of the
passengers on thatjoumey,

The cinematography, of the film
is admirable. The scene of the
burning village from several angles
portrays the horror of the incident
quite effectively. In fact; the techni-
cal' aspects of the movie are very
rich. Actors Abul Hayat, Humayun
Faridee, Tarique Anam, Bipasha
Hayat, Azizul Hakim, Mahfuz
Ahmed, Shahed have also played
theirroles well.

Tropa directs Theatre's upcoming
"pr’d‘dﬁ' tionMulti
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This is for the first time that Tropa
Majumdar is emerging as a director
through the play Mukti, which is going
to be staged on November 27 as part of
the weeklong drama festival amanged

byTheatre.

Based on American contemporary
playwright Lee Blessing's original play
Independence, the story of the play
depicts the relationship between a
mother and her three daughters.
Mizarul Kayes has re-written Mukti
maintaining the authenticity of Bless-
ing's play. Tropa says, 'Kayes has pre-
sented Lee Blessing's play in our con-
text. But it is not an adaptation of the
original play, as he has not modified
anything of the original play except the
names of characters and' places and

some emotional expressions that corre-

spond to ourculture.'
The mother-as

-monster story has
' | been told many times. Written in 1984,

Lee Blessing's play Independence pres-
ents the story of‘a prodigal child who
leaves home but remains the mother's
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Sweety, Tamanna Rahman, Ferdousi Majumdar and Poly in the play Mukti

favorite. The child's self-sacrifice at the
altar of her mother's needs goes unap-
preciated. Although it hardly explores

new territory, the play

themes and conflicts with realism and
poignancy, Through the play Blessing
satires the follies of the materialistic
social structure of the metropolitan life.

Tropa is a little excited to direct a
production ofa big group. She says, 'As1
am new as ‘a director, I'will not do any
experiment in the direction. I'will try to
present the simple thing in the best
possible way. Tamanna Rahman is
helping meinthe choreograph.'

Mansur Ahmed designs the set for
Mukti. He has designed a stylish set to
SRVl support the directorial work, while light

e designerNasinul Haque Khokon's aimis

KA to reflect the mood ‘and tempo of the
play using symbolic colour effects.
| Musiccomposerjaglul Alam fuses some
classics with modermn composition for
theplaybackofthe drama.

Ferdousi Majumdar performs in the
mother's role while Tamanna Rahman,
Tanjum Ara Poly and Tanveen Sweety
playtheroles of the three daughters.

presents iis
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Nagorik Natyasampradaya stages Buddhadev Basu's Kalshondhya at the Experimental Theatre
Stage foday at 7 p.m. Khaled Khan directs the colourful play adapted from the epic Mahabharata.
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News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
Pm.7:00 pm.

I News (Bangla) a1 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
| pm.8:00pm.

£ | News (Engiish) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
i1 Lale Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 8:00am.
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telecas! of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
i 2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00° am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm, 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Englich) 'al11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NeveHeadines(Bangla) @l 5:30 pm. 7:30

P
Tara News (Bangla) al 8:30 pm. 11:30

-pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 8:30

pm.
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