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Bid to grab Mannan's
Ctg plot: Case filed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

A case was filed with the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's (CMM)
Court, Chittagong on Thursday in
connection with a reported bid to
grab a plot of land leased by Bikalpa
Dhara Bangladesh Secretary
General Abdul Mannan.

A senior manager of Major (re-
tired) Mannatllll's Sunman
Corporation filed the case against
Abu Masud Azad, Shamilm\i‘:[md
and someothers.

CMM Mobarak Hossain has
issued a show cause notice to the
defendants and directed the con-
cerned officer-in-charge of
Panchlaish Police Station to submit
a report after an enquiry into the
allegations, sources said.

The plaintiff alleged that a'group
of criminals belonging to local
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
had occupied the plot reportedly
aided by a close relative of a local
minister. And during the Eid vaca-
tion they have started construction
work on the commercial plot situ-
ated at Nasirabad Housing Society,
sources in Sunman Corporation
said.

A general diary had been lodged
with Panchlaish Police Station

immediately after the incident. But
alleged inactivity of police
prompted Sunman Corporation to
file the lawsuit on Thursday, they
said.

Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) leased the plot to
Mannan. It was handed over on
October 17, 2001, but construction
g(}f could not be started, sources

advantage of the situa-
tion, local 'hoodlums' with a close
relative of a local minister on their
side are wying to grab the plot,
sourcesadded.

After erecting temporary struc-
tures on the plot, the alleged occupi-
ers have appealed for cancellation of
thelease, sourcesadded.

Cops in Barisal
FROM PAGE 12 _
he added. The arrestees are drug
addicts and were sent to jail after
givingmedication, he said.

Mehdi's family condemned the
Rab-police joint move and rejected
their elaim.

They said the meeting was not at

‘all political but law enforcers foiled

itwithoutanyprovocation.

Rab action in Tongi
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Rab-4 allegedly shot Billal Ullah,
brother-in-law of listed criminal
Kala Jahangir and a man with erimi-
nal records, to death after locals beat
him up for firing at a teacher of
Dhaka College yesterday.

In the Rab operation at Gutia,
Najib Ali, 55, his son Shamsul Hag,
25, and brother-in-law Delwar, 35,
were killed, while Najib's brothers
AdamAli, 40, and Ahmed Ali, 35, and
Ahmed's son Kawser Ali, 22, were hit
with bullets,

Rab-1 rushed all of them 1o
Dhaka Medical College and Hospital
(DMCH) where doctors declared
Najib, Shamsul and Delwar dead.
Doctors said Adam, who received a
bullet in the chest, and Kawsar, in
both legs and abdomen, are in
critical conditions. The wounded
are being treated at the hospital in
Habcustody.

The Rab termed all of them
criminals, but some locals and
family members elaimed them to be
ipnocent,

All the four bodies were at the
DMCH morgue until filing of this
reportat 10:30pmlastnight.
RABVERSION
A Rab press release said, tipped off
that a gang of 10 to 12 armed crimi-
nals were holding a meeting in
Delwar's house at Gutia in prepara-
tions for a robbery, a team of Rab-1
started from Uttara, Dhaka, at
11:05pm Thursday night and sur-
rounded the house at about
12:15amyesterday.

"When Rab members encircled
the house, the gangsters started to
fire away at them through a win-
dow," the release said, adding the
Rab members then retaliated and
entered the house breaking through
adoor.

However, during a spot visit all
the doors of the house were found
intact.

The Rab release said the gang-
sters, besides continuing to shoot at
the Rab members, also attacked
them with sharp weapons when
they tried to break in the house
critically injuring three people
including Rab Nayek Nasir. Nasir is
undergoing treatment at Combined
Military Hospital, Dhaka, with stab
wounds.

According to the release, two or
three armed robbers managed to
escape.

The Rab team seized two .22-
bore revolvers and six bullets, two
long knives and a machete from the
spot. They also arrested 13 villagers,
triggering a panic that made almost
all theyoungvillagerstoflee.
DELWAR'S FATHER SAYS
Delwar's father Fatik Matbor
claimed a local gang of robbers
including Hag, Sadu, Subed Ali, Abu
Taleb, Mister, Ibrahim, Khokan,
Sohel, Azad and Yousuf launched an
armed robbery on some houses at
Gutia Purbapara at around 11:30pm
Thursday.

According to Fatik, the robbers
wearing black clothes raided the
houses of Gafur, Khorshed,
Bachchu, Jahangirand Litton.

Frightened by the blank shots
fired during the robbery, Najib along
with his two sons and two brothers
wentto the house of Delwar, whoisa
village arbitrator, to discuss how to
resist the robbers, Fatik said.

"Soon after they entered
Delwar's house, the robbers
knocked at its door. As the people
inside refused to let them in for
about half an hour, the robbers
identified themselves as Rab mem-
bers and persuaded them to open
thedoor," Fatikwent on.

He claimed the robbers entered
the house and caused the casualties.

According to his story, "After the
robbery, the gangsters phoned the
Rabandafteraboutan hoursome 80
Rab members came to the spot, fired
blank shots and ordered all of us to
stayindoorsoveraloudspeaker.”

‘"Rab members came and
knocked at my door. And 1 opened it.
They then forced me to sign a paper
and left the village," claimed the 65-
year-old man.

Fatik, whose fourothersons work
in Saudi Arabia, said unknown

criminals on September 11 hacked
Ayub Khan, an accomplice of the
robbers, to death, adding, "But they
blame us for Ayub's death. And since
then Ayub's brothers and kin have
been threatening tokillus all."
LOCALS'VERSION

Some of the villagers said Ayub and
Delwar, both beinglandbrokers, had
a longstanding rivalry that infected
theirfamilies too.

They said Ayub was also involved
in various criminal activities. Local
police however could not give any
detail of his criminal record imme-
diately.

"Ayub grabbed two-bighaland of
us resulting in a feud between our
families,” said Najib's brother
Ahmed, whowasinjured yesterday.

He said Ayub's family and rela-
tives blamed his family for Ayub's
death. Ahmed's family on the other
hand enjoyed Delwar'ssupport.

"As Ayub's brothers and relatives,
all notorious in the locality as crimi-
nals, raided and started robbingour
houses, we went (o take shelter in
Delwar's house. But soon they
attacked that house too," Ahmed
wenton.

Locals said, after the shootout,
Ayub's brothers and male relatives
wentintohiding.

The village was found gripped
with panic, but no law enforcers
were seen deployed.
MIRPURKILLING
Billal Ullah and his gang allegedly
shot and injured Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad, professor of Arabic and
Islamic Studies at Dhaka College, in
front of a mosque at Maddhya
Pikepara in Mirpur at5:35am yester-
day.

Azad, 57, is undergoing treat-
ment with bullet-wounds at the
DMCH.

Azad, also president of Maddhya
Pikepara Central Samajsheba
Parishad, went to the mosque to say
his Fazr prayers when a gang of three
pounced on him pointing a gun at
his chest, said Mahmudul Hasan,
Azad's son and a lecturer of
Sociology atAsian University.

Hesaid, "Billal, who held the gun,
was in disguise wearing fake beard
and moustache, and shot my father
pointblank."

Azad grabbed the hand, with
which Billal was holding the gun,
and twisted it so that the bullet hit
hisright leginstead of the chest, said
another witness. Hearing the gun-
shot locals rushed to the spot and
caughtBillal.

Billal's accomplices fired
another shot that hit Azad in the hip
andthen fled thescene,

The angry locals started to beat
up Billal. They came to identify
Billal, who was in disguise, when his
elder brother Faizul Ullah Faiz
rushed tothe scene to save him.

Witnesses and police sources
said a team of Rab-4 then appeared
at the spot and shot Billal before
taking him away. The Rab team also
recovered a pistol with two bullets
from the spot and arrested Faiz with
a chapati (machete) in his posses-
sion.

Mirpur police sent a critically
injured Billal to the DMCH at
7:30am where doctors declared him
dead. In the death register of the
hospital, the reason for his death is
statedas bullet-injury.

A Rab press release however said
Billal was not killed by their mem-
bersbutlynched.

Billal is accused in several cases
including four for murders with
Mirpur Police Station, said the
officer-in-charge of thestation. A

Locals of Pikepara took out a
protest rally after juma prayers
yesterday and demanded punish-
mentoftheattackerson Azad.

Azad told The Daily Star Billal's
father Mohammad Ullah was once
the imam of the mosque. EHe was
sacked for trying to grab a 64 deci-
mal plotofland behind the mosque.

Some of the locals said a group
led by one of the city's top eriminals
has been trying to grab the plot and
that might have led to the attack on
Azad, who has been struggling to
resistthe attempt.

Flyover yet to
be made

off-limits to
predestrians

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The newly opened flyover at
Mohakhali lies unrestricted raising
the fear of pedestrian accidents as
ordinary people continue to gather
on the bridge that virtually does not
haveanyfootpath.

Earlier on November 4 the prime
minister opened the flyover that is
1.1Z km long and 17.9 metre wide
and the first of its kind in
Bangladesh. Soon after the opening,
jubilant crowds raced up the over-
pass. Although the flyover was
supposed to be offlimits to pedestri-
ans, enthusiasts including children

_ walked onitforpleasure.

It was bursting with pedestrians
and rickshaws following the recent
transport strike when motorised
vehicles remained off the city streets.

Dhaka City Corporation Mayor
Sadeque Hossain Khoka said,
“There's no footpath except a nar-
row strip that can at best allow a
person to walk. As it has been just
opened and s the first of its kind,
people flock to see it and it's under-
standable. But if it continues for a
long time, steps will be taken to
discourage people from walking on
the flyover”,

An official of Dhaka Transport
Coordination Board (DTCB) said
any structure across the entrances
to the flyover to stop people walking
onitisnotaviable option because it
will block the vehicular movement
as well. But pedestrian movement
on the flyover will have to be con-
trolled later by police.

The four-lane flyover was con-
structed by a Chinese firm at a cost
of Tk 113 crore with the financial
assistance of the World Bank. Dhaka
Urban Transport Project (DUTP)
oversaw the project aimed at easing
traffic congestionin the capital.

Bid to push
in 10 foiled

UNB, Thakurgaon

BDR (Bangladesh Rifles) personnel
aided by local people foiled a BSF
(Border Security Force) attempt to
push 10 Bangla-speaking Indian
nationals into Bangladesh through
Dharmagarh border in Thakurgaon
yesterday.

The Indian border guards latertried
topush-inthe Indians throughanother
route, but did not succeed due fo
resistance by the BDR and locals. The
BSF mentookbacktheircitizens,

A tense situation was prevailing
inthe areafollowingthe incident.

A BDR commander said the BSF
men from Sripur camp made an
abortive bid to push ten Indians into
Bangladesh.

He said the BSF took away two
Bangladeshis -- Mainuddin and Abu
Saleh -~ from Dharmagarh border
on the Eid Day. But they were
handed over to the BDR at a flag
meetingon the same day.

Meanwhile, reports from
Thakurgaon said the BSF again
assembled hundreds of Bangla-
speaking Indian citizens along the
border to push them into
Bangladesh.

BSS adds: The BDR, ansar-VDP
and villagers are on alert along
Panchagarh, Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat, Thakurgaon,
Nilphamari, Dinajpur and
Joypurhat borders to foil push-in
bidsby the Indian border guards.

FM hands over
PM's letter to
Nepalese PM

UNB, bhaka

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
yesterday handed over a letter of
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, to
Nepalese Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, inviting him to the
forthcoming 13th Saarc (South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) Summitin Dhaka.

The Nepalese prime minister has
accepted the invitation and
expressed his keen desire to attend
the summit to be held January 9-11,
according to a message received in
Dhaka.

Morshed Khan called on the
Nepalese prime ministerat his office
in Kathmandu and briefed him
about preparations for the summit.

Matters of bilateral interest as
well as regional issues also came up
for discussion duringthe meeting.

Earlier, a meeting between
Morshed Khan and state minister
for foreign affairs of Nepal was held
at the foreign ministry. Matters
relating to trade, commerce, joint
venture investment, education,
culture and other issues figured
prominently in the meeting, the

-messagesaid.

In the mnhlg, Khan attended a
discussion on "Role of Business
Community in Good Gavernance”,
convened by CNI (Confederation of
Nepalese Industries), at Hotel
Soalteein Kathmandu.

Members of thcls h[t!miness com-
munity, political leaders, « m-
menl.tyoflli]cia.ls and djslinmed
personalities attended the
programme,

Speaking on the occasion, the
Bangladesh foreign minister
stressed the need for more interac-
tions in the field of trade and econ-
omy between the two countries as
well as other Saarcmember states,

Human chain spells

FROM PAGE 1

local leaders and workers as well as
the masses for the proj e, " said
ALGeneral Secretary Abdul Jalil.

But, a rift is there within the left
alliance over joining the AL-led
anti mment movement, while
the main opposition suffers at the
moment from poor organisational
strengthatdistrictand upazilalevels.

Though the major components of
the 1l1-party alliance have agreed
with the common nine-point charter
of demands announced Thursday,
two members --Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (BSD) led b
Khalequzzaman and Krishok Srami
Samajbadi Dal led by Nirmol Sen --
havekept themselvesaloof.

The AL leaders and workers
plunged into frustration after the
April 30 deadline it set for the coali-
tion government to step down ended
in a fiasco. The party also failed to
launch any vigorous movement after
the August 21 gruesome grenade
attacks, due, according to some
insiders, to lack of organisational
strength.

AL sources said the party plans to
use the human chain as a spring-
board for consolidating its local units
across the country. In other words,
centralleaders of the party will utilise
the occasion to shake off its organisa-
tional weakness and lethargy by
motivatinglocal leaders and workers
duringtheir field visits.

"We need programmes (o revive
the morale of party leaders and
workers, specially at the grassroots,
and the human chain might prove to
be such a one,” said a senior AL
leader.

He said the party's antigovern-
ment programmes in the past failed
to get enough momentum due to a
lack of strong organisational pres-
enceat the grassroots. So, "the hartals
and other programmes usually
remained confined to the areas
adjacent to the party headquarters
andafewotherplaces,” headded.

The AL high command will also
call its local leaders to Dhaka to brief
them and give some guideline ahead
ofthep s

The AL leaders believe the
December 11 programme will gener-

atean all-out uprising that eventually
would force the present government
toresign.

This time the main opposition
and its allies will remain alert to any
government drive of mass arrest to
foil the programme, they added.

JSD President Hasanul Haq Inu
said the opposition leaders will meet
tomorrow (Sunday) to finalise the
strategies and tour schedule ahead of
the human chain.

RIFTWITHIN 11-PARTY

BSD (Khalequzzaman) leader Bazlur
Rashid told The Daily Star that like
others they too are fighting against
the present 'misrule’. But, *building
any unified political alliance with
AwamiLeagueisnotonouragenda.”

He said the BSD would woik to
strengthen the platform of left lean-
ing parties against both the ruling
coalitionand the AL,

The 11-party alliance tumed into
a combine of 10 parties long ago
when Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal
(BSD) led by AFM Mahbubul Haq
broke away fromit.

Ruling party
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Barisal Port Road and is running a
restaurant there,

Meanwhile, Hanif and Shukur
claimed that the district administra-
tion had leased the land to them
longago.

Different parts of the same chan-
nel have already been leased to
different shopkeepers, pro-
government drivers' association,
the Red Crescent and others,
sources said.

Abdul Monaf Patoari, deputy
commissioner of Barisal, said he
knew nothing about the illegal
occupancyof Bhatar Khal.

Filling of Bhatar Khal, one of the
city's sewerage channels linking the
administrative and posh residential
areas with Kirtonkhola riveris likely
to create serious water logging
duringthe rains.

Jagrata Muslim
Janata
reorganising
BCLleaderkilled

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A shattering blow

FROM PAGE 12
financed URCs are not getting salary
since December 2003.

"We, with our families, are now
living in subhuman conditions,"
said an official of a Norad-funded
URC

"How can the government even
think of discontinuing with such an
important project,” he wondered.

Meanwhile, sources in the
Primary Education Ditéctorate said
Sida, the main financier of the Ideal
Project, is reluctant to go ahead with
the project.

Recently, the Planning
Commission has informed the pri-
mary and mass education ministry
that they, like the donor agencies, are
‘nomoreinterestedin the project.’

One assistant upazila education
officer, one instructor, one com-
puter operator and one night guard
were appointed ateachsuch URC.

Although the Ideal Project is set
to expire by the end of the year, the
authorities are yet to supply neces-
sary equipment to the URCs. The
government did not construct any
separate building required for the
URC and the staff work at local
upazilamodel schools.

Sources said the government will
have to bear a cost of Tk 1 crore a
month if the officials and employees
are brought under the revenue
budget.

"Without donors' financing, the
government finds it difficult to have
the URC staff on public salary,” said
an official of Ideal Project requesting

anonymity.

The Planning Commission
agrees to extend the project only on
condition of not bearing the cost,
theofficialadded.

The [deal Project, started in 1996
and originally planned to expire by
June this year, had been extended
forsixmore months.

As fear of job losses looms large,
about 2000 LIRC staff, both fram the
Ideal Project and the Norad-funded
project, wait eagerly for government
intervention.

“The government many a time
assured us that jobs of officials and
employees of URCs would be
brought under revenue budget.”
said an official ofa URC.

A top official of Directorate of
Primary Education said, " Generally
jobs under any project are expired
with the end of that project. But we
are trying to bring them under
revenue budget.”

Arrested militant
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the China-made A-1 detonators was
supposedto beusedforbombs.
Tension is brewing in Bogra and
Gaibandhain the wake of the seizure
of the explosives and detonators.
Security measures have been beefed
upatallkey points of the districts,
Gaibandha Awami League, left-
leaning 11-party alliance, cultural
organisation Udichi in separate
statements expressed deep concem
attherecovery of explosives.

Manmohan's move

FROM PAGE 12

"We hope the prime minister will
make some very important announce-
ments insofar as opening talks with the
militant groups operating in the region
are concerned,” Gogoiadded.

Around 30 rebel outfits are operat-
ing inthe northeast, seeking secession,
greater autonomy or independence,
They say New Delhi exploits the region
whichisrichinoil, teaand timber.

Officials said federal soldiers had
been put on maximum alert after
several separatist outfits called a
"boycott® of the visit, Singh's first to
the region since becoming prime
minister in May:

The outlawed Revolutionary
People's Front (RPF) of Manipur has
called for a 24-hour "public curfew” to
coincide with the visit.

*We urge the people of Manipur to
remain indoors and boycott the prime
minister,” aRPEstatement said.

“Thereis no reason to celebrate the
visit of the prime minister of a country
thathad forcibly annexed Manipur.”

Singh is scheduled to arive in
Manipur's capital Imphal on Saturday
afternoon and then proceed to
Guwahati on Sunday.

The premier is scheduled to meet
civil society groups in Manipur,
address students, lay the foundation
stone for construction of a milway
head to the remote region, as well as
formally hand aver to the local govern-
ment the Kangla Fort, a symbol of the
state's rich culture and traditions.

The Fort, headquarters of the
paramilitary Assam Rifles, was the
palace of the Manipuri royalty whenin
1891 the British forces defeated the
local king and converted it into a

.

In Assam, Singh is to attend atleast
three functions on Sunday, including
the golden jubilee celebrations of a
[ocuinmpa er.

Police and intelligence officials said

had unearthed a plot by the
banned United Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa) to carry out a series of
strikes duringthe visit.

Meanwhile, a separatist group in
India's northeastern state of Assam

Thursday offered to hold peace talks
with New Delhi to end more than 25
?—ems of violent insurgency, a rebel
eader said.

"If we get a formal invitation letter
from the Indian government, we are
ready to come for talks in the greater
interest of the people of Assam,”
Armbinda Rajkhowa, chairman of the
outlawed United Liberation Front of
Assam (Ulfa), said inastatement.

“Whether you term it conditional
or unconditional is another matter,
but we want to make it very clear that
we will sit for talks only if the govern-
ment agrees (o discuss our core
demand of sovereignty or independ-
enceat the negotiating table.”

The Ulfa, founded in 1979, is fight-
ing for an independent homeland in
Assam.

Arafat family
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French officials alongside Arafat's
widow Suha and their nine-year-old
daughter. y

The cause af death for Arafat has
never been elucidated.

Suha, invoking French medical
confidentiality laws, has kept a tight
Fp on information relating to her

usband's treatment in a Paris military
hospital dufing hislast days.

His ailment, which his doctor and
French media reports said involved a
blood disorder, was not diagnosed
publicly.

The defence ministry official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, said
medical files us took up (o two

weeks to clear before being handed over,
but in this case the documents were
“ready” immediately.

Arafat, 75, was declared dead at the
Percy military hospital on November
11, two after being admitted
suffering an illness which left him
weak and which ultimately pushed
himintoanirreversiblecoma.

With no publicannouncement of the
cause of his death, rumours have spread
through the Arab world that Israeli
agents poisoned the vetermanleader.

Cadres of Bangla Bhai, commander
of Jagrata Muslim Janata
Bangladesh (JMJB), have killed a
BCL leader, as they are reorganising
the Islamist outfit in the northwest-
ernregion, sourcessaid,

Several witnesses claimed

Bangla Bhai was present during the
killing.
The JMJB cadres killed Ziaul Haq
Zia, 30, a leader of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), in
Chhatardighi Bazar of Raninagar in
Naogaon in broad daylight on
November 13.

Some 20 cadresled by Sariatullah
alias Simar, Samad Babu Bablu and
Mostafizur Rahman Khaza abduc-
ted Zia fromhis Abadpukur house.

Zia's wife Farsia Bakul alleged
police did not stop or arrest the
killers although they left the scene
brandishing firearms from near
Chhatardighi police camp. Sub-
inspector Masud, the camp in-
charge, was asked to explain his
alleged neglect of duty, police
sourcessaid.

Zia's father Jasim Uddin said
JMIB activists demanded tolls from
him before the Eidand threatened to
kill his son if they were not paid.

Sources said Bangla Bhai had a
secret meeting with about 25 follow-
ers at the house of JMJB leader Kadir
Sheikh in Basbari of Raninagar on
November 17,

The nightlong meeting with local
leaders Akhter, Habibur, Mukul,
Rahman, Dulal and Ismail Sheikh
discussed reorganisation of the
party, the sourcesadded.

Locals said Bangla Bhai, dressed
as before, went to Raninagar with
over 10 associates in two
microbuses and was also seen on
November 18.

Top police officials said they are
unaware of reappearance of Bangla
Bhai.

Indian census
to identify
foreigners

PTI, Sonepat

The Indian government is undertak-
ing a census work for identifying
foreigners Federal Minister of State
for Home Manikrao H Govind said
vasterday,

The federal government, in an
effort to check infiltration has
already identificd about 30 lakh
foreigners and collected their dam
in the first phase of the survey, he
told reporters here adding the exer-
cise is expected o cost around Rs
100 billion.

Identification cards will be
issued to them to check further
infiltration and to hcm the govern-
ment keep a track on the foreigners,
hesaid.

He said the identity cards would
contain the details about the indi-
vidual, including the place of resi-
dence, educational qualification,
dateofbirthand familybackground.

Schoolboy flees
abductors

OURCORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A schoolboy kidnapped in Dhaka
yesterday escaped the grip ofabdue-
tors in CKGhosh Road in the town.
Raisul Islam Sohan, 14, son of
Reazur Rahman, a resident of
Khilgaon Tilpapara in the capital,
said five men picked up him at
9:00am. A student of class ten at
Motijheel Model High School,
Sohan was going to his private
tutor's house in North
Shahjahanpur.

The abductors drugged him

unconscious and he gained his
consciousness in a train's compart-
ment at Mymensingh Railway
Station. They threatened him to
remain silent and forced him to
follow them.
" But he slipped from his captors
and rushed into a confectionery
shop on CK Ghosh Road. The
employees of the shop took him to
Mymensingh Press Club. Later,
press club authorities informed his
father ofthe matter by cellphone.

Bhuiyan
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that of the opposition parties
regarding issues like expelling god-
fathers from the party but the gov-
emment will not resign before its
tenureisover,” he said.

"Awami League (AL) harboured
godfathers during their tenure and
they (AL) did not expel them from
the party,” the minister told BBC.

Regarding opposition demand
for tackling fundamentalism in the
country, Bhuiyan said the country is
now in a state of communal har-
mony.

"People are free to observe their
rituals irrespective of religion and
the government has taken actions
against criminals,” Bhuiyansaid.

He also said the opposition
parties have no issue in their hands
forlaunching movementagainst the
government.

“We also support some of their
(opposition parties) demands. As
people don't support their move-
ment against the government, they
should cooperate with us to realise
some of their demands,” the BNP
secretary general said.
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Signals on Kashmir
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Musharraf was lukewarm on the
retreat of an Indian battalion from a
northern Kashmir town on
Wednesday,

"These are good optics, but they
are not striking at the strategic issue
ofmoving forward ona resolution.

"If out of 600 or 700,000 troops,
40,000 troops are removed, well we
welcome it, it's a step forward, but
however itis a tactical step forward.’

Musharraf, 61, said he held out
hope for something positive from
next week's talks between Singh and
Pakistani prime minister Shaukat

"Kashmir obviously will feature
very importantly (in the talks),
because we sgek clarification on
what is this happening? I proposed
something else. I'm saﬁing that
there's light at the end of the tunnel.
Shouldwe putthatlightofi?*

Musharraf in recent months has
indicated Islamabad could roll back
its lifelong demand for a plebiscite
for Kashmiris to choose between rule
by Pakistan or India. But he felt India
had failed to reciprocate in climbing
down from its own traditional stance,
such as not changing the de-facto
border separating the Pakistani and
Indian portions.

"Why leave the plebisicite (de-
mand) when the vibe on the other
side is they don't want to move an
inch beyond theirstated ﬁusition?

"We will only leave (the plebiscite
demand) if India is prepared to show
flexibility....At the moment, no sir, we
don'tseethat.”

Musharraf, who has ruled
Pakistan with a firm hand since
overthrowing an elected government
in Ogtober 1999, said his reasons for
resisting calls to give up his anmy post
to become a civilian were tied in with
the peace process with India, plus
Pakistan's front-line role in the war
on terror and his campaign to eradi-
cate [slamicextremism.

"We have set the country on a
certain course..our diplomatic rela-
tions, our foreign policy, we have set
it on a certain course of fighting
terrorism in the region. We want that
to besustained,” he said.

"We have set a course towards
bringing a societal reformation in
Pakistan, where [ believe that the
extremists are holding sway. We want
to make sure that they are sup-

pressed, and the vast majority mod-
erates are broughtup. '

"Now there's a transformation, a
renaissance...that we are going
through. We want that process to be
sustained and that is what is ereating
the doubtsin my mind." ’

The general, a former commando
who saw action in the 1965 war with
India, conceded that he had prom-
ised on national relevision last
Decembertoshed hisuniform.

But the current environment
required otherwise, he said as he
expounded on his belief that it is his
destiny to save Pakistan from extrem-
ism.

"I believe that there is something
like destiny. I would like to take this
country forward, get rid of all this
extremism which is sapping us,
sappingour real potential.

*I think itis (my destiny), because
L am in this position....So I think: [ am
here and ] need to perform and Ineed
todeliver forthis nation.”

Sea port
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leading to Akram Point is less than
25feet.

The Moheshkhali channel lead-
ing to Kuwhbdia has enough depth
and currently many mother vessels
take shelter there, headded.

Meanwhile, State Minister for
Communications Salahuddin
Ahmed is trying to convince the
government high-ups for setting up
the port at Moheshkhali channel
which is near the Chittagong sea-
port.

He said the port is necessary
there because Chittagong Port is
becoming unable to cope with the
increasing volume of exports and
imports.

"The government can float open
international tender for conducting the
feasibility study," he said, adding that
many foreign donors and international
agencies would come up to conduct
suchfeasibilitystudyfreeofcost.

The government can also go for
establishing the port on tum key
basis allowing foreign agencies to
set up the port and run it for a cer-
tain period in which no government
fundwillbe required, he said.

Bodies of Rohingyas
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camp.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
yesterday nabbed five Rohingya
refugees including 'most wanted
crimbmlbiAbduls Hakim calinkdal
Mia, lacally knownas Lalu Chairman,
in Inani area of Cox's Bazar. The
border guards later handed them
over to Ukhiyapolice.

Lalu has several criminal cases
against him. He was leading an
agitation against repatriation of
Rohingya refugees.

The other arrestees are Abdul
Hamid, Manu Mia, Abdus Sabur and
Abdul Hye. Police said all the five are
registered refugees of Kutupalong
Cam

p.
BDR sources said, tipped off, they
caught them in the evening as they
were going to Cox's Bazarinajeep.
JOINT OPERATION
Police, BDR and ansars launched a
joint aperation Thursday night that
continued yesterday. They arrested
11 Rohinga refugees on charge of
involvement in Thursday's g‘unﬁ&ht.
No arms were however recovered in
thedrive.

Earlier on Thursday, nine refugees
werearrested.

Local police, BDR and intelli-
gence sources said over telephone an
uneasy calm was prevailing in the
area following the clash.

A source, who visited the area,
said Thursday's clash and yesterday's
joint operation caused panic among
refugees in the camp, and criminals
among them and illegal outsiders
fled to nearbyhilly forests.

BDR sources said three BDR
platoons condoned off the area while
police, ansar and Range Reserve
Force (RRF) of police conducted the
operation. BDR personnel remained
deployed in the area tll filing of this
reportat 8:00pmyesterday.

High officials of police and
Rohingya Refugee Repatriation
Commission (RRRC) of Cox's Bazar
yesterday visited the camp.

RRRCsources pointed out that the
refugees had been violating rules of
the camp for the last three months,
They formulated rules themselves to
run the camp and took virtual control
ofit.

The refugees refused to take
passes issued by the camp-in-charge
to go outside the camp and selected a
fellow refugee as the camp-in-
charge. They also gave shelter to
illegal outsiders and criminals.

Moreaver, the refugees broughtin
arms through the hilly border areas,
the sources said.

Asection of refugees in collabora-
tion with the criminal elements used
to bring out processions and hold
meetings at the camp as part of an
agitation against their repatriation to
Myanmar.

Repatriation of the remaining
Rohingya refugees has remained
stalled for thelast sixmonths.

The authorities say the refugees
are not willing to go back home right
now and some officials involved in
the process believe no further repa-
triation will take place.

Since 1992, 2,36,490 Rohingya
refugees, who are Muslims, were
repatriated. They had fled to
Bangladesh in 1991 to escape repres-
sion by the Myanmar military junta.

At present, 19,841 ‘officially
recognised’ Rohingya refugees of
2,976 families are staying in two
camps-- Nayapara camp in Teknaf
ﬂ azila and Kutupalong camp of

ya

But' there are about two lakh
'unofficially estimated’ refugees in
Caox's Bazar district.

The arrestees in yesterday's joint
operation are Abu Sayed, Md Alam,
Ali Ahmad, Badshah Mia, Ali Abmed,
Noor Ayesha, Mushtak Begum,

o Halima, Shatine Y g¥asip, Nurul
Alam and MirAhmed. - -+

The 11 Rohingya eriminals caught
by villagers are Nurul Hacue, [dris,
Abu Shama, Abu Taher, Hashu Mia,
Noor Mohammad, Mohammad
Selim, Noor Hossain, Mohammad
Tayeb, Ayub Ali and Mia Ahmad.

No confidence
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Butstaffers said the trigger for the no-
confidence measure was an
announcement this week that Annan
had pardoned the UN's top aversight
official, who was facing allegations of
favouritism and sexual harassment.

The union had requested a formal
probe into the behaviour of the
official, Dileep Nalr, after employees
accused him of harassing members
of his staff and violating UN rules on
the hiring and promotion of workers.

Top UN spokesman Fred Eckhard
announced on Tuesday that Nair had
been exonerated by Annan "after a
‘thorough review” by the UN's senior
official in charge of management,
Catherine Bertini.

Annan underlined that he "had
every confidence” in Nair, Eckhard
said, but UN employees ridiculed the
decision and claimed that investiga-
tors had not questioned the stalf
union, which first raised the com-
plaintsinApril.

“This was a whitewash, pure and
simple,” Guy Candusso, a senior
memberofthestaff union, told AFB

Candusso noted that Eckhard's
declaration to the press had said that
"no further action was necessary in
the matter."

But in a letter sent to the union, a
copy of which was obtained by AFE,
Annan's chief of staff [qbal Riza said
Nair had been "advised that he
should exercise caution” in future to
"minimise the risk of negative per-
ception.”

In a resolution set to be adopted
on Friday, the union said Riza's
statement "substantiates the conten-
tion of the staff that there was impro-
priety” and that there exists "a lack of
integrity, particularly at the higher
levels of the organisation.”

The draft resolution, also
obtained exclusively by AFE calls on
the union president to “convey this
vote ofno confidence to the secretary
general."

Better late

than never
AFP,0slo

A Norwegian woman got a real sur-
rise this week when she received a
efter mailed 54 years ago, delivered
by a mailman who brought along
flowers for the occasion, aNorwegian
paperreported onThursday.

"It was really funny. [t's fantastic
to get a letter after so many years,”
Brita Loevaas told the Halden
Arbeiderblad daily after opening the
letterdated September22, 1950.

The letter brought no ‘news’ of
course: Brita Loevaas' parents-in-
lawinquired about the health of their
grandson, who at the time was just
two years old and is now nearing
retirement. :
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