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A handout made avallable by the US military yesterday shows an air strike taking out what is believed to be an insurgent stronghold'as members of the 3rd -

Battalion 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division move forward through the city streets of Fallujah.
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'Iraqi insurgents
not givingup'

AP, Baghdad

The recapture of Fallujah has not
broken the insurgents' will to fight
and maynot pay the bigdividend US
planners had ‘hoped to improve
sectrity. enough to hold' national
elections in Sunni Muslim areas of
central Iraq, according to US and
Iragiassessments.

Instead, the battle for control of
the' Sunni city 40 miles west of
Baghdad has sharpened divisions
among Iraq's major ethnic and
religious groups, fueled anti-
American sentiment and stoked the
18-month-old Sunniinsurgency.

Those grim assessments,
expressed privately by some US
military officials and by some pri-
vate experts on Iraq, raise doubts as
to whether the January election will
produce a government with' suffi-
cient legitimacy, especially in the
eyes of the country's powerful Sunni
Muslim minority.

Even before the battle for
Fallujah began Nov. 8, US planners
understood that capturing the city,
where US troops are still fighting
pockets of resistance, was only the
first step in building enough secu-
rity to allow the election to take
place in the volatile’ Sunni areas
northand west of Baghdad.

The next steps include solidify-
ing Iragi government control,
repairing the substantial battle
damage and winning the trustofthe
people of Fallujah.

That requires, among other
things, an effective Iragi police and
security force.

Gen. John Abizaid, the com-
mander of all US forces in the
Middle East, said during a visit to
Iraq this week that the Fallujah
offensive was a major blow to the
insurgents, and he said the only way
the US forces and ' their Iraqi allies
can be defeated is if they lose their
will

"But we are also under no illu-
sions, We know that the enemy will
continue to' fight," he told the
Pentagon'sinternalnews setvice,

Speaking to reporters on Capitol
Hill, Lt. Gen. Lance L. Smith said the
military now had to keep the insur-
gency fromregrouping.

"The issue for us at Central
Command is make sure we keep the
pressure on the terrorists and not
allow another safe haven to occur,
and we're going to do that," Smith
said.

The Associated Press haslearned
that US military officials in Iraq
concluded the population of Anbar
province, which includes Fallujah,

the guerrillas and that the provincial .

. '150 families
: stranded in
. Fallujah’

: AFP, Baghdad

: Some 150 Iragi families remain
+ stranded in Fallujah, according to
- the Red Crescent which said it has
Ramadi, has been intimidated by :

security forces are nonfunctioning,

and their ranks infiltrated by guer- INg]|
] : about what is happening inside and

rillasympathisers.

Before the attack on Fallujah ;

which had fallen under control of : v : p
S + providing food, blankets and medi-
the radical Sunni clerics who ran the, : calsupplies to the famnilies who have
Calls have already emerged for L L

city.

the January vote to be postponed ;
until security improves. Militant !

Sunni Arab clerics have called fora

attack.

still not been able to enter the heart
of the battered city, where sporadic
fighting continued yesterday.

"We are getting conflicting reports

wewere notable to enter Fallujah yet.

) i ; : We have only reached the hospital,”
began last week, Prime Minister ; ** : ;
Ayad Allawi formally dissolved the : ;‘ﬁg Abdelh?.g;jd_ ?"hm of the Iraqi
city's police and security forces, . Crescent Society.

"Right now; our work focuses on

A Red Crescent convoy reached
Fallujah hospital on the outskirts of
the city last week and delivered aid,

: but withdrew after failing to obtain
boycott to protest the Fallujah
: city, which lies some 50km west of

However, Iraq's electoral com- !

missionis having none ofthat.

"The election will take place on :

schedule under laws which cannot :
: government troops launched an

be changed because there is no
legislative authority to do so," com-
mission spokesman Farid Ayar said
Wednesday.

The clerical leadership of the
majority Shia community is also
deeply opposed to any delay in the

cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,

the early months of the US military ;'

occupation,

US authorisation to go inside the

Baghdad.

Almost two thirds of the city's
estimated 300,000 residents fled
before US forces backed by Iragi

assault on November 8, the largest

: military operation in Iraq since the
¢ March2003invasion.

Most of the civilians who left the
city stayed with relatives in Baghdad
and other cities, while others are still

; y 1€ % incamps around Fallujah.
election. The country's premier Shia

Salim said the Red Crescent was

al-Sistani, .+ providing assistance to 3,500 refu-*
has been demanding elections since -

gee families outside the city, includ-
ing at a camp set up at a lakeside

. resort.

Bush seeks to mend
rift with allies

AER Washington

US President George W, Bush's post-
election cabinet shake-up has left
him with loyal friends in most key
US administration positions as he
seeks to rebuild Washington's links
with traditional allies. Bush metwith
top congressional leaders
Wednesday to discuss his goals for
the next four years, two weeks after
winning a second term in office in
an election that also boosted his
Republican Party's majority in
Copgress,

Bush has appointed several top
White House advisers who are close
to himto top cabinet posts.

On Wednesday, he named his
former White' House domestic
policy adviser, Margaret Spellings,
to succeed Rod Paige as education
secretary,

On Tuesday, Bush picked his
confidant Condoleezza Rice, the
national security adviser, to succeed
outgoing Secretary of State Colin
Powell, who has reportedly clashed
with the administration's hardliners
oninternational policy.

Another close adviser, White

House counsel Alberto Gonzales,
was named attorney general last

week to head the Justice
Department.

Since his re-election, Bush has
announced that he will travel to
Colombia next week and Canada in
late November. He also said he will
head to Europe, where his decision
to invade Iraq last year created a rift
with some allies, after his January
inauguration.

Bush will be in Chile Friday for

the summit of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation: (Apec)
forum,

One of Bush's biggest challenges
will be mending fenceswith France,
whose President Tacques Chirac, an
Irag war opponent, told the BEC
that "there's no doubt that there has
been an increase in terrorsm, and
one of the origins of that has been
thesituationinlrag.”

Despite his plans to meet with
allies, Bush does not appear willing
to changehis foreign policy.

"Now that Condoleezza Rice has
been nominated to be the next
secretary of state, the whole world
seems to be noticing that George
Bush is stuffing his second-term
cabinet with yes men and women,"
The NewYork Times said in an edito-
rial Wednesday.

EU lawmakers
okay new
commission

AFP, Strasbourg

European Union lawmakers yester-
dayapproved the bloc's new execu-
tive commission, ending three
weeks ofinstitutional limbo sparked
by protests over comments on gays
and women byanItalian nominee.

The Buropean Parliament voted
by 449 votesinfavourto 149 against,
with 82 abstaining in the ballot,
which was originally due at the end
of October but was delayed by the
Tow.

Incoming commission chief Jusc
Manuel Barroso, who was originally
supposed to have taken office on
November 1, is now expected to start
work in' Brussels on Monday, offi-
cialssaid.

"We have a great deal of work to |

do and we will get down to it"
Barroso told lawmakers after the
vote,

He thanked the parliament "for
the confidence which you've just
voiced and vested inme, " he said.

"We are going to work hard, give
ourall to serve the institutions of the
EU and all of ourcitizens."

The parliament's presu:lent
Josep Borrell, said the vote marked
"a very significant milestone in
Europeanhistory'.

Chirac begins summit

with Blair

Iraq still a sore point

AFP, London

French President Jacques Chirac
begins a two-day visit to Britain
yesterday for an annual Anglo-
French summitwiththeissue ofIraq
still hanging over relations between
the two European powers.

Chirac will also attend festive
events to mark the end of centenary
celebrations of thel Entente
Cordiale, the act of friendship that
sealed the alliance between Britain
and France through twoworld wars.

On the eve of his official visit,
Chirac. who led Buropean opposi-
tion to the US-led invasion in March
2003, said he was "not at all sure”
that the world had become safer
since the downfall of Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein.

In a BBC television interview,
aired onWednesday evening, Chirac
suggested that the situationin Iraq -
- where US forces are still locked in
battle with insurgents -- has helped
to promptanincrease in terrorism.

"To' a certain' extent Saddam
Hussein's departure was a positive
thing," said Chiracwhen asked if the
world was now a safer place, as US
President George W. Bush has
repeatedly stated.

"But it also provoked reactions,
such as the mobilisation in a num-
ber of countries, of men and women
of Islam, which has made the world
more dangerous,” hesaid.

"There's no douibt that there has
been an increase in terrorism and
one of the origins of that has been
the situation in Iraq. [ am not atall
sure that one can say that the world
issafer.”

British Prime Minister Tony Blair

is US President George W. Bush's -

staunchest ally on Irag.

The summit -- which precedes
Britain's tum at the helm of the
Group of Eightand, in the second half
of 2005, the European Union -- will
touch upon Iraq and the Middle East
amongotherissues, officials say,

Blair has declared thathe consid-
ers a renewed quest for peace
between Israel and the Palestinians
asapersonal priority--amessagehe
took toWashingtonaweek agowhen
he sawBushafter the US elections.

Chirac, wholast visited Londona
yearago, wastoarrivein the capital -
- with six ministers and 40 French
members of parliament in tow -- on
Thursday mormning when he will
inspect a guard of honour before
meeting Blair.
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A group of Filipino Muslims display an effigy of US president George W. Bush and a dog supposed to represent
Philippine President Gloria Arroyo during a protest outside the US embassy in Manila yesterday accusing Arroyo of
being Bush's lapdog. The demonstrators denounced George W. Bush's foreign policy in Irag, where a Fllipino

migrantworker remains in captivityin

the hands ofinsurgents.

Annan urges swift end to
Sudan war, Darfur crisis

AFP, Nairobi

UN chief Kofi Annan yesterday
called for talks on ending Sudan's
civil war to be concluded swiftly,
telling a special session of the
Security Council that it would help
reverse the worsening crisis in the
western region of Darfiir.

"There is no time to waste,"
Annan wamed the UN Security
Council meeting in Kenya, in its first
session outside its New York head-
quartersin 14 years.

"The speedy conclusion of the
North-South talks would not only
help curb the further spread of conflict
to other parts of the country, it would
alsoserveasabasisand catalystforthe
resolution of existing conflicts,” the

1
UNsecretary general sald.

Both the Khartoum government
and the southern-based Sudan
People's Liberation Movement/Army
(SPLM/A) said this week they
expected to sign a deal to end their 21~
year-old war within days of resuming
negotiationson November 26.

Rebels in the Christian and
animist south rose up against the
Arab-led, Islamic Khartoum govermn-
ment in 1983, and a final accord to
end the war in which some 1.5 mil-
lion people are believed to have died
appears close.

The bulk of the deal has been
thrashed out over the last two years
in Kenya, with key protocols on
power and wealth sharing already
struck, leaving only details of a

comprehensive ceasefire and some
military security amxngemems tobe
ironedout.

"] cannot help feelmg that the
formation of a north/south govern-
ment in Sudan would add weight
and impetus to the search for a
settlement in Darfur and else-
where,"said Annan,

Sudanese Vice-President Ali
Osman Taha and SPLM/A leader
John' Garang both addressed the
Nairobimeeting.

A separate conflict enipted in
western Darfurin February 2003 the
government quashed anindigenous
rebellion was put down with the
help of Arab militias, spawning what
the UN terms the world's worst
humanitarian crisis.

Bush picks loyalists
for education,
counsel jobs

REUTERS, Washington

President Bush picked two trusted
advisers with roots in his native
Texas to fill the jobs of education
secretary and White House counsel
on Wednesday, the latest additions
to a second-term staff that includes
keyloyalists.

White House clomesﬁt: policy
adviser Margaret Spellings, 46, was
selected to replace Rod Paige in the
top education post. White House
deputy chief of staff Harriet Miers,
59, succeeded Alberto Gonzales as
White Houselegal counsel.

Nata ambassador Nicholas

Burns emerged as a possible candi-
date for’deputy Secretary of State or
another top jobat the department.
Burns worked with' Secretary of
State-designate’ Condoleezza Rice
on Soviet affairs during the adminis-
tration of Bush's father and also
served in the Clinton administra-
tion.

In addition to Burns, Arnold
Kanter, a former member of Bush's
father's administration, was also
said to be under consideration for
the deputy job. But some soturces
were skeptical Kanter, viewed as a
moderate internationalist
Republican, would be selected.
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Police officers check vehicles before they drive past the US Capitol Wednesday In Washington, DC. The security
checknolnts have recentlv returned to locations around the Caitol.

Palestinian leaders hold
more talks with factions

AFF, Gaza City

The interim Palestinian leadership
was holding a round of talks with
various factions in Gaza City yes-
terday, including the mainstream
Fatah movement, officials told
AFP.

Former prime minister Mahmud
Abbas, who now heads the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO) since
Yasser Arafat's death last week, was
meeting with the Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine
(DELP).

Interim president Rawhi Fattuh
and' prime minister Ahmed Qorei
were meeting meanwhile at the
parliament's offices in Gaza City.

The three were set to hold other
talks with Gaza representatives of
Fatah's central committee, the
People’s Party -- former communist
party -- and the Palestinian
Democratic Union (FIDA) later
Thursday.

Abbas, who arrived in Gaza last
Monday, held meetings with secu-
rity services and the radical Hamas
and Islamic Jihad eatlier this week.
He was joined by Qorei and Fattuh
onThursday.

Gaza MP Ziad Abu Amr told AFP
that Mazen had "concentrated the
discussions on ensuring a climate of
internal quiet during the Palestinian
elections, whether municipal,
legislative or presidential.”

A presidential election to choose
Arafat's successor at the helm of the
Palestinian Authority is set for
January 9 althoughno date hasbeen
set for legislative and municipal
elections,

"There was no talks about col-
lecting (armed groups') weapons
and Abbas did not request that the
factions adopt a ceasefire," with
Israel, said Amrwhohelped securea
truce from hardline Islamist groups
during Abbas' brief tenure as prime
ministerinmid-2003.
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Dhaka City Corporation

Traffic Engineering Division

Nagar Bhaban, Level-14, Dhaka-1000, Bangladesh
Request for Expression of Interest (EOI)

For Selection of Individual Consultants

Dhaka City Corporation has been allocated public fund from the Govemment of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh (GoB)
toward fhe cost of the Panthopath-Rampura & Guishan Link Elevated Road Construction Project, and it intends o apply. part of the
proceeds of this fund 1o payments under the contract for following individual consultants:

above,

GD-712

invited to provide in
pholograph, educational cerificates, description of similar assignments, specific experiance in similar aperating conditions, avajlability
of appropriate prolessional qualification. and experience). Applicants must be capable of indapendently preparing reports and other
outputs for submission to the project authority. The duration of the assignment, depending on' satisfactory performance, is indicated

DCCPRDA5504-105

S Name ofthe | Noof | Month Educational qualification & Brief job description
No. post post expernience
01 Procurement 01 02 i) Bachelor/Masters degree in | a. Review & finalize bidding documents for
Expert engineering two-stage tendering method in: accordance
i) Fifteen (15) years experience in the | with the RFR-2003 & intemational practices.
field' of procurement and evaluation | b, Assist the TEC of DCC in evaluation of all
for ICB contract with comprehensive | tenders received, ii) discussions, iii) minutes
intellectual and professional | of the tender adjustments for second stage
knowledge and skill tender, iv) preparation of tender evaluation
report and revise the tender dotuments
including set out the detailed’ evaluation
criteria for the second stage tenders.
02. Design 01 01 ) Bachelor in civil enginsering and"| Assist the TEC of DCC in evaluation of all
Engineer Masters degree in  structural | tenders received, i) discussions, iil) minutes
i engineering of the tender adjustments for second stage
il) Ten (10), years experience in'the | tender, iv) preparation. of fender evaluation
field  of design of elevated | report and’ revise the tender documents
road/ridges and' evaluation for ICB | including set out the detailed evaluation
confract with comprehensive | criteria for the second' stage tenders, v}
intellectual and professional | evaluation and recommendation to'select the
knowledge and skill successiul tendered in 2nd stage bidding.
03. Quantity. 0 01 i) BachelorMasters degree in civil | Assist the TEC of DCC in evaluation of all
Surveyor engineering tanders received, i) checking and reviewing
i) Ten (10) years experience in the | the submitted BOQ by the bidder in 1st and
field of preparation of BOQ and | 2nd stage, iii) prepare comparative statement.
evaluation of ICB contract with
comprehensive professional
knowledge and skill
04, | Resettlement 01 01 ) Bachelorf Masters degree in | Assist DCC. regarding land  acqdisition/
Expert engineering/Social Science resettiement works.
ii) Ten' (10) years experience in the
field ‘of land acquisition related works
with.  comprehensive:  professional
knowledge and skil
Dhaka City Corporation now invites eligible applicants o indicale their interest in providing services. Interested ‘consultants are

ormation indicating that they are qualilied 1o perform the services (application along with CV, recent passport size

A consultant will be selected in accordance with the Public Procurement Regulations 2003 and Public Procurement Procedures
issted by the GoB.

Expressions of interest shall be submitted in sealed envelope, delivered'to the address of the undersigned shown above on or
before § December 2004 durfng office hours, and be clearly marked “Expressions ol interest for the position of ...{name of the position)”.

Parsons who are already in employment shall'send application fnrough proper channel. Otherwise Ihey shallinot be considered for
short listing. Only short-listed ‘candidates will be invited for interview,

Md Ashiqur Rahman
Executive Engineer
Dhaka City Corporation
Phone: 7110243, Fax: BB0-2-9563514




