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Vulgarity in our films

should be stopped

ERSHAD KAMOL

disparaged the current trend . days, we could not even imagine
of mainstream cinemainour  that the cinema scenariowould take
country, Some sensational titles of
the mainstream movies, like
Ghartera, Danger Hero, Aajker
' Hitler, Imandar Rangbaj, Mastaner
Dapot, Premik Rangbaj, Swami

Chhintai, Shanto Keno Mastan, viewed with

Premika Chhintai and many more,
clearly indicate that the country's
film industry has lost its rich tradi-
tion. Vulgar banners and posters of
these films posted on walls strike the
pedestrians,

Nazrul Islam and others have pro-
tested against this trend. Chashi = different angle. As he s
l 1 OR many years people have  Nazrul Islam says, 'In the earlier

stronglybelieve thatifthe handful of
directors, whoare also the executive .  only a few persons for
members of the current committee,  crisis, I think heis doing
of Bangladesh Film Producers and  hispersonalinterest.’

Distributors Association (BFPDA), Ujjal adds, ‘Above all,
are persuaded to create quality films
In a positivedevelopment, some  rather than obscene films then the
acclaimed ciffema directors and
artistes including Razzak, Chashi

wholescenariowill be changed.'
Ashrafuddin Ahmed Ujjal, how-

this form. Vulgarity has. become 'a ' changed by merely puni
norm for a handful because of some
directors forwhom thewhole indus-
try is now suffering, Obscene films
are being made which cannot be

ever, views the current crisis froma  Act of 1963 should be amended to

ays, 'We are  meet the present needs and that

very concerned about the crisisand ~ modified Censorship Act must be
are againstvulgarity. Idonotbelieve  applied strictly. Moreover, we have
that the whole scenario will be to assess the cument satellite TV

shingBto 10  programmes as it has a tremendous

people, It is the problem of the impactonourculture.'

whole industry. Cinema is a collec- For the future of our film industry
tive work of the directors, artistes,  there is.an urgent need to stop vul-
technical crews and investors. So,  garity in mainstream Bangla films.

family members. 1  weshouldjointlysolve the problem.  People behind obscene movies can

If someone is pointing a finger at  neitherjustify vulgarity nor can they

the current | claim that they make these films for
thatonlyfor the sake of business. Previous

records show. that vulgar movies
astrictrule = were never box office hits in the

should be introduced against vidéo ' country. However, moves are now
piracy and unauthorised screening  afootto curbvulgarityin films and to
of Bangla films by the cable opera- make decent and commercially
tors. Secondly;, the faulty Censorship | viablefilmsforthe audience,
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: "_1_-Ma11m, Madhuri Dixit and' Kajol. Her mnge
y \ toire includes: t]:_z_umr[s, khaya.ls ghamls:

' ._Lam Mangeshkar The mghtmgale ar7s

'Have you ever seen a waterfall retrace its
path?..Thaveseenit.. ratherhearditin didi's

- forthlike awaterfall plunping down acliffand

_Lata s sister, singer AshaBhonsle,

. -;-.;ﬁ!itlusday Mus:ccomposurNaushad

of prowess she had, music directors were so
© aftracted 10 her singing that other artistes
‘ were eclipsed by her. She became a favourite
+ with'almost all the music dl:ecwrs. --Smger
MannaDey: .
- Lata:Mangeshkar's associates and fans
alike never cease to marvel at her
prodigous talent. She has effortlessly lent
“hervoice to numerous female charactersin
Indian films, ranging from Madhubala,
Meena kuman,Waheeda Rehman to Hema

. of singing is simply amazing. Her reper-
; _andqawalls

) bstahlishmnnt ahke To menuun anexample,

I I

' her patriotic song Ai mere watan ke logon,
. zara aankh me bhar lo paan. Jo shahid Yy

" hain unhyaadluraqurbwu tOh Ty coun-

trymen, 16t your eyes well up with tears.
Remember the sacrifice of the martyrs). This
poignant song, to which she lent her voice,

‘voice. The tinkling notes of her taan tumble’

'She practiced, worshipped and' wcrkcd ik
. hardand achieved success. And she practices

"With Lata's entry into music, and the kind

- Jawaharlal Nehiru to tears at the timc of ithe
i . Indo-Chinawarin1962. |

‘She has  moved both the masses ami:'- ; ;

lgmmt.was effusive in hispraise of Lata. Inan.
article on Lata for the Indian magazine, The.

Rajib passes away

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

supporting as well as villainous roles in Bangla

movies. He received six national awards as the

Wasimul Bari Rajib, a prominent name in film-  BestVillain- character and four national awards
dom and managing director of the Film Devel-  as the Best Supporting-character in ten movies
opment Corporation (FDC), passed away on including Danga, Khokon Shona, Sepai, Bhat De
November 14, after suffering from intestinal and others. However, he wontheheart of hisfans

cancer.

for his'bold appearance on-screen as an anti-

Born on January 1, 1952, Rajib first appeared  hero, He was also the producer of seven movies.
on the silver screeninthe film Rakhe Allah Mare . Of the 11 films released this Eid, Rajib has per-
Kein 1979/Inhislongacting career, Rajibearned  formed in five movies. With his death the
mass popularity, performing in more than 400  Bangladeshifilmindustryhaslostatalent.

films: He also performed on TV and stage plays.

The Culture Deskof @he Bafly Starpays tribute

He received awards at the national level for  tothe eminent film personality.,

“then £o back exactly the same way.' says' i W

mpuncdly rcdumd t.hc then Pn.me Minister

 Likewise Javed }\khlar. ﬂ}m wrlter ani

Week, he is rcpnned 10 have said, "The carth
hath butonesun, onemoonandone Lata,'

Lata is best remembered for all time clas-
sics such as Jab pyar kiya to dama kya (from

the film Mughﬂl-e -Azam), Mausam hai

B "aashrquana (Pahezah] Yehz:mda,gf usi kihai
i mnarhﬂl) and Sawan kamalina pawan i.am
shor (Milan). :

~ truth there is in such allegations, but it is

_ Among this melodious singer's new ven-
tures is lending her voice to Yash Chopra's
!atest ade to romance, Veer- Zaanz. The song
on FM radio in Mumbai when the
world ueleb led her 75|.h btri.hday on

 Along With the bouqucts. Latahasalso ;
recetved her share of brickbats, There isa =~
ion of opinion in the media which i

* paints her as a manipulative person who

- did not let other talented singers come up,
. However, her supporters have a ready
 rejoinder ‘to this criticism, One internet’ =~ =

article says, "It is not known how much

beyond dispute that Latais a legend in her
lifetime and unquestionably ° the best

singer India has produced, Her contribu- H
. tion to nmldng music popular ﬂltoughuut Lt
_India and the world is incalculable and she

has reigncd supremb nII mmugh the last six i

!Iighﬂy on Lula mday Her wvoice '
telains ts youthfull resonance and com- - | ¢

-mam:ls attention, Lata has an answer As she o

h'  says, "It's you people who keep saying thatl

am7h years oldi 1 mnsi der myself young and
youthful. ; ;

GompiledhyCulh:raFCoMpmdem

FAyza HAQ

thefluid gesturesand moves.

USSIAN choreographer
Majid Sekhaliyev is here
once again, holding. work-
shops with Bangladeshi dancers
and theatre participants. He
stresses on the rhythm of dance,
and moves away from the static to

To his credit, Sekhaliyev has a 20
year-career as a dancer and numer-
ousyears as a choreographer. Hehas
retired ‘as a folk dancer, though he
had to study other dance steps too.
'Our steps, accompanying music
and clothes are totally different from
modern dances such as that of
samba and mamba," says
Sekhaliyev. 'l went into folk dance as
Ifeltthatit best reflected theroots of
my origin, at Makhajkava, in the

‘mountain region of Dagistan, a|
Russian republic. There is glamour |
and richness in the folk genre too,"
he adds, Now in his early 505, heis
still as agile as a gazelle, graceful asa

- butterdly, and throws himself into ,
strenuous nonstop practice, day
after day, being spurred on by his
desire to teach, now that he has
bowed offfrom performingon stage.

Like many male dancers in
Russia, he did not get the approval
of his cultured' but conservative
family who wanted him to follow a
more conventional career. ‘How-
ever, | remained determined, and
when I won popular acclaim, my
family too accepted my role as a
dancer. T had myups and downs in
my career,' Sekhaliyev reminisces.
However, the chart of his accom-
plishment saw an upward' rather
than a descending trend when he

turned to choreography. He had
found his creative outlet. He is
homesick for his family at times,
but frequent phone calls'and trips
back and forth for the last five years
have keptup his spirits and allowed
him to speed ahead into something
that is after his own heart. ‘When 1
study the Bangladeshi dance steps
and teachthe basics ofdance mave-
ments to the young local dancers, 1
feelyoungandjubilant," hesays.

From Russia with love

Majid Sekhaliyev, a choreogmpher after your own heart

A jubilant Majid Sekhaliyev (3rd from left) teaching the basics of dance

He has performed in all the Asked to comment on the life-
important European cities such.  style in Dhaka, Sikhaliyev says that
London, Paris, Rome, Berlin, Madrid  hefinds the kebabs and curries very
and Lisbon. He has been to South  delicious though hot. He expresses
America, India, China, Japan and  his delight in the array of colourful
various other places around the saris in the markets and other
world, carrying hismessageofgalety gatherings. His choice of
and harmony -- in dance steps, Bangladeshi music includes
swirls, sashays and buoyant hand  Rabindra Sangeet and Nazrul
movements. Witha smilingfaceand  Sangeer, but he naturally prefers

eyes, he conveyed the folk songs such as Bhatiyali, Jari
elementof gaietyinfolkdances. and Shareesongs.

CINEMA

Oscar-winning director
Roman Polanski is wrapping
.up his adaptation of Charles
Dickens' Olfver Twist, and the
filmmakerknown forgrim and
‘challenging fare says this is his
mostinteresting movicyet.

Speaking on thefilmsetina
muddy field on the edge of
Prapue's Barrandov studio on
Monday, Polanski insisted the
classic 19th centurytale about
a London' orphan was still
relevanttochildren today.

It is here that the narrow
cobbled streets of 1850s Lon-
don have been painstakingly
recreated, 75 buildings in all
frgm the redbrick shops and
factories with smoking chim-
neys to the docklands area
complete withacanal,

‘Inall myexperiences itwas
one of the most interesting; if
not the most interesting, films
to do,' the director of films
such as Rosemary's Baby,"
Chinatown, Tess and most
recently The Pianist, told
journalists, !

‘I'wanted to make a chil

Oliver Twist: Polanski's
latest screen venture

dren's film and had always
loved the story.of Oliver Twist.
The last version, a musical
which 1 love, was made in
1968, which is more than a
generation ago and that's why
I decided to film a new ver-
sion,'hesaid.

But it was his wife, French
actress Emmanuelle Seigner,
who came up with the idea of
remaking Oliver Twist.

'The hardest thing was
condensing the book into a
film -- it would have been
impaossible to film the whole
book so we focused on the
main plot and eliminated the
sub plots. But we kept the
essential story untouched,' he
said.

Although the filmmaker

declined to reveal the cost of " !

the film, a French, English and
Czech co-production, its
budget is understood to have
been around 45 million euros
(58 million dollars).

' Oliver Twist is due to be
released in the latter half of
2005.

Amitabh to play
Bollywood
Godfather

Bollywood superstar Amitabh
Bachchan has put on hold a
much-vaunted project withhis
own son Abhishek in favour of
anew film that insiders say will
have shades of Hollywood's
The Godfather.

A.B. Corp has started filming
Family starring Bachchan,
believed to be loosely based-on
Mario Puzo's masterpiece The
Godfather.

Family, to be directed by
Santoshi, tells the tale of con-
flict between two families of
completely different back-
grounds.

Bachchan inevitably plays
the big gangster while Akshay
Kumar is a cook. Kumar had
earlier worked as a real-life
cook in Bangkok before mak-
ing it big as an action hero'in
Bollywood.

Bachchan brushed aside any
connection between The Fam-

] I
ily and The Godfalher "It is not even
remotely connected to The Godfather,'
hesaid,

Familyis tentatively scheduled foran
August 2005 release.

SOURCE: AFP
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