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Rice replaces Powell
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installing a loyalist who would be
reluctant to offer dissenting views to
the president.

Bush said Rice will take office ata
critical time, citing the war on ter-
rorism and efforts to bring peace to
the Middle East and control the
spread of weapons of mass destruc-
fion,

"Meeting all of these objectives
will require wise and skillful leader-
ship at the Department of State, and
Condoleezza Rice is theright person
for thatchallenge,"” he said.

Rice heaped praise on Powell,
who was not at the ceremony, as
"one of the finest publicservants our
nation has ever produced,” and a
greatinspiration forher.

And she reached out to career
diplomats at the State Department,
some who might be wary of the
arrival of the White House insider,
and pledged to ensure they have all
the toolstheyneed tosucceed.

"I have the utmost admiration
and respect for their skill, their
professionalism and their dedica-
tion," shesaid.

Rice could face some questions
in the Senate confirmation process
about her role in decision-making
that led to the US invasion of Iraq
based on now-discredited claims
that Saddam Hussein had weapons
of mass destruction.

As part of the run-up to the war,
she expressed fears that Saddam
might be frying to develop nuclear
weapons, saying famously, "We
don't want the smoking gun to bea
mushroom cloud.”

Rice is considered more hawkish
than Powell and will inherit anum-
ber of serious global challenges:
Attempting to steer an unstable Iraq
toward elections, seeking peace in
the Middle East, fighting the war on
terror, stopping suspected nuclear
weapons programs of Iran and
North Korea, and patching up
strained ties with European allies
overthelragwar.

Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman Richard Lugar
of Indiana said he had strong confi-
dence in Rice and would work to
expediteherconfirmationhearing.

Her nomination was the latest
move in a sweeping overhaul of
Bush's Cabinet after he was elected
to a second four-year term two
weeks ago.

The fate of Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, with whom
Powell often disagreed, remained
unknown. /

~ Heissaid to bewaﬂtmg tostayon,

hile 3 inr
official n o that

btales was in a war, suggesting Bush
inightbe reluctant 1o make a ¢ ange

atthisstage.

In naming Rice at a White House
ceremony, Bush also said he would
promote deputy national security
adviser Stephen Hadley to succeed
herasnational security adviser.

Rice has been a consummate

Father gets
double life
for killing

2 daughters

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A Barisal court yesterday handed
down double life imprisonment o a
father forkillinghis two daughters.

Judge Abdul Matin of the Speedy
Trial Tribunal, Barisal gave the
verdict in absentia of Babul
Howlader, 29, of Badura village of
sadar upazilain Patuakhali.

Babul abducted his daughters
Sharmin, 2, and Palashi, 5, after an
altercation with Zahanur Begum,
his wife, on February22,2000.

As his relatives held him the next
day, he confessed to strangling his
daughters and dumping their bod-
ies in a nearby pond. However, he
fled when the bodies were being
recovered.

insider in the BushWhite House and
so close to the president that she is
almost like part of the family; lead-
ing some experts to worry Bush
might not be in a position to hear
dissentingviews.

Mother
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pillowand quiltafter two hours.

Returning home the following
day, Jahangir found the door closed
and saw through the kitchen win-
dow that his wife was hanging from
the ceiling.

Laterhe broke into thehouseand
found his two daughters strangled
witharopeinthebedroom.

Meanwhile, Parveen's parents
told The Daily Star that they are
convinced Rina killed her daughters
and committed suicide and they do
not have any allegation against
Jahangir.

Police have kept Jahangir in safe
custody as he suffered a nervous
break down.

16,000 species
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"Although 15,589 species are known
to be threatened with extinction,
this greatly underestimates the ftrue
number as only a fraction of known
species have been assessed,” said
Craig Hilton-Taylor, who helped in
compiling thereport.

Because of the intervention of
humans, the current extinction rate
is estimated to be up to 1,000 times
the expected natural one. Since 1500
AD, some 784 extinctions have been
recorded, accordingto the [UCN.

"The current extinction phe-
nomenon is one for which a single
species, ours, appears to be almost
whollyresponsible," itsaid.

Indonesia, India, Brazil and
China are among the countries with
the most threatened mammals and
birds. Plant species are declining
rapidly in South and Central
America, Central and West Africa
and SoutheastAsia.

Last year's report said 12,259
species were threatened but officials
said the increase in threatened
species of more than 3,300 was
largely down to improved and
expanded research work.

The release of the report is l:he
latest in a series of gloomy assess-
ments over the state of the world's
plantsand animals.

A three-year study published last
month said more than 100 amphib-
specigé are feared to have

ollution and global warmin
cientists feared hundreds more

become extinctincoming decades.
Amphibians, with their highly
permeable skins, are particularly

- sensitive to changes to freshwater

and air quality and considered one
of nature's best indicators of envi-
ronmentalhealth.

The IUCN said half of the world's
wetlands have been destroyed in the
past century and more than a quar-
ter of the world's coral reefs have
alsobeenlost.

However, the report said there
were bright points with some spe-
cies recovering after concerted
conservation campaigns and others
once thought extinct had been re-
discovered.

The New Zealand storm peirel
was presumed extinct but there
were two separate sightings in 2003
and further onesthisyear.

And the European otter has
moved out of the threatened catego-
ries amid signs of a recovery in west-
ern Europe and the former USSR

The report was released to coin-
cide with the opening of the World
Conservation Congress in Bangkok
with more than 5,000 people includ-
ing activists and more than 50 envi-
ronment minisiers expected to
attend over nine days.

The congress, bringing together
scientists and experts from 181
countries, will debate the escalating
extinction crisis and form a conser-
vation blueprint for the next four
years,

: disap-.
' peared since 1980 largely because of

ICRC worried over
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Article three of the Geneva
Conventions "clearly bans any attack
against a person who is not taking
part, or is no longer taking part, in
hostilities, that includes those
wounded, taken prisoner or a civil-
ian," ICRC spokeswoman Antonella
Notarispeltout.

NBC cormrespondent Kevin Sites,
who filmed the incident, said he saw
the marine raise his rifle and fire
pointblankat the head of aman, who
was slumped against a wall in a
THOS(UE.

US networks and television chan-
nels in other countries have widely
shown Sites's footage, taken on
Saturday, but halted it in the second
before theshot was fired.

The FirstMarine Divisionsaidina
statement released in Iraq that the
marine "has been withdrawn from
the battlefield pending the results of
theinvestigation."

The military said it wanted to
determine whether the marine acted
in self-defence, violated military law

“or failed to comply with the interna-
tional Lawaf Armed Conflict.

The ICRC welcomed the inquiry
with Notari saying that "the court
martial will determine whether this
person was still participating in the
hostilities ornot.

"If he was not taking part in the
combat, the action of the marine was
prohibited. If this individual was a
combatant, the American soldier had
therightto defend himself," sheadded.

The ICRC spokeswoman went on
to complain that her organisation and
the Iraqi Red Crescent were still not
authorised to enter Fallujah to bringin
aid to theremainingresidents.

Earlier in the day the UN's High
Commissionner for Human Rights
Louise Arboururged US-led multina-
tional forces to probe and prosecute
deliberate killings of wounded peo-
ple and civilians in the embattled
Iraqi city of Fallujah.

Opposition
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for what they said were its failure to
arrest slide in law and order, price
hike of essentials, curb corruption
and for state patronisation to the
extremist groups.

"Leaders of different opposition
partieshave initially agreed toforma
human chain from TeknaftoTentulia
to show no-confidence in the BNP-
Jamaat-led coalition and it may be
formed in mid-December,” said an
opposition leader attending the
meeting,

The opposition leaders decided
to sit again before making
announcement of the simultaneous
agitation programmes from separate
press conferences at their offices
today.

The meeting attended by senior
leaders of different opposition
parties is fourth of its kind since
November2.

Eid Day push-in
bid foiled

BSS, Rangpur

Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) foiled
push-in attempt by the Border
Security Forces (BSF) of India
through Joypurhat border on the Eid
Day, BDR sources said.

Theysaid theBSFmenbroughtover
25 Bangla-speaking Indians, including
women and children, by several tucks
to the barbed-wire fencing gate near
sub-pillar no 23 along Joypurhat
borderatabout1:15pm.

As the Indian border guards tried
to push their citizens into
Bangladesh, the patrolling BDR
men, ansar-VDP members and
villagers build up resistance to the
BSF move. In the face of strong
resistance, the BSF men left the
place along with the victims.

13 murdered
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worker, was retrieved from a lake at
Monsurabad in Mohammadpur in
Tuesday morning. His family members
said Russell, 18, along with a couple of
his friends went out in the Eid day
afternoonanddidnotcomeback.

In a separate incident, Nayeem
Sikdar alias Bindu, 45, general secre-
tary of the ruling BNP's ward no 90

+unit, was gunned down at Postogola
inShyampur.

The killers sprayed bullets on
Nayeem, also an accused of former

_ward commissioner Shahadatkilling,

when he was gossiping in a barber
shop. He received seven bulletsin the
head and died on the way to the
DMCH.

The victim's wife Sabina Yasmin
Runa filed a case with Shyampur
Police Station against 11 including
his four brothers and Mozammel
Sikdar, local ward commissioner, but
police could not arrest anyone until
8:30pmyesterday.

Garment worker Mohammad
Emon allegedly strangled her wife
Ayesha Siddika, 20, at their house in
Pallabi on Tuesday night and fled
from the house. The body was found
with a wire tied in the neck yesterday
moIming.

NOVEMBER 17

Unknown assailants strangled
Mohammad Ali, 28, a labourer, at his
house on Tejgaon Rail Station Road
yesterday noon. His sister Rahima
rushed the body to the DMCH where
the doctors declared him dead at
2:15pm.

British
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Al-Jazeera has not shown the video,
whiglrit says shows a "man shooting

at a blindfolded woman, who

appearstobe Margaret Hassan."

British Foreign Secretary Jack
Straw said Hassan was probably
dead, and Prime Minister Tony Blair
expressed his "abhorrence” at the
apparentkilling.

A statement from Nielson said
"thiskind of savagerymakes italmost
impossible for relief agencies to
continue their crucial workinIrag.

"The main victims are the inno-
cent and suffering Iraqis that bene-
fited from international aid
programmes.”

Hassan, 59, was seized on her way
to work in Baghdad on October 19 by
anunknown group of kidnappers.

She was shown pleading for her
life in a series of videos released by
her captors, who threatened to hand
her over to a group led by Islamic
militant Abu Musab al-Zargawi
unless British troopsleftIrag.

Last month, Zargawi's al-Qaeda-
linked group beheaded another
British hostage, Kenneth Bigley, after
he was abducted in Baghdad in
September with two US contractors.
Theywerealso murdered.

In Fallujah, claimed by the
Americans to have been the operat-
ing base for the elusive Zarqawi, a
marine officer said Wednesday "the
battleis over.

The city, 50km west of Baghdad,
has been transformed into a rubble-
strewn battlefield since US and Iraqgi
forces began an offensive on
November 8,

"We've still got pockets of fighters,
but it's becoming more and more
scarce,” said Lieutenant Colonel
Leonard DiFrancisci, head of civil
affairs for the 1st Regimental Combat
Team.

Earlier, an AFP photographer
embedded with the troops said US
helicopter gunships bombarded
rebel positions, destroying houses
thatserved asarms dumps.

The Fallujah campaign has raised
fears about a humanitarian disaster,
with tens of thousands of residents
forced to flee, and the plight of the
unknown number of civilians who
stayed behind remaininguncertain.

US troops have prevented a Red

Crescent aid convoy from entering
Fallujah, a city of some 300,000
civilians in normal times, saying it
was too dangerous.

But DiFrancisci said the marines
expect toallowcivilians backsoon.

"As far as the return of eivilians, it
will be at least a week. That would be
aguess.

"Itwould not be good yet for them
to come back because it is not safe
and publicservicesarenotinplaceto
support large numbers of people.
Thereis no water, electricity or refrig-
eration. There are no medical clinics
thatare operational.” .

At least 39 US soldiers have been
killed and 275 wounded so far in
Operation Dawn, and at least five
Iraqi troops and more than 1,200
insurgents have also died, according
tothe US military.

There has been no independent

confirmation of the casualty toll, and |

no figures made available on non-
combattants.

In other violence, an Iragi engi-
neer working for the Americans was
murdered near the northern city of
Tikrit, police said, adding that he was
the 40th such victim in recent
months.
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were denied by the Central Reserve
Police Force. 3

Sporadic shooting crackled out
for about three hours after a troop
patrol first came under fire, despite a
security blanket thrown over
Srinagar.

Astrike called by a hardline sepa-
ratist faction kept virtually all shops
and businesses closed, reporters
said.

The premier, who went first to the
city's main Hazratbal mosque,
appeared unperturbed and later
addressed therallyin Urdu.

"We are talking to Pakistan so that
this meaningless violence ends,"
Singhsaid.

"Ihave extended ahand offriend-
ship to Pakistan," Singh went on,
adding that he had told President
Pervez Musharraf, "we can find
solutions to all issues if we workwith
humanityandhonestly."

Singh had told the students his
government was committed to a
"purposeful" dialogue with Pakistan
tosettleall outstandingissues.

"Our only condition is that, as
agreed tobyPakistan, territoryunder
control of Pakistan should not be
used to promote cross-border ter-
rorismdirected againstus."

Pakistan welcomed the first
withdrawal of Indian troops from
disputed Kashmir.

"This is a positive development
and a good beginning," foreign
ministry spokesman Masood Khan
told AFP.

"We hope that gradual reduction
of troops would provide relief to the

promote respect for their
human rights, and reinforce the
dialogue process.”

The neighbours began talks
earlier this year on resolving all
disputes including Kashmir, the

trigger of two of the three wars
between themsince 1947,

* 'Pakistani Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz is due in New Delhi next week
for talks and another round of dia-
logueissetfortheend of themonth.

In a nod to separatists, Singh also
renewed a promise to hold "uncon-
ditional dialogue” with "anyone and
everyone in the state who abjures
violence.”

In the same Srinagar stadium
former Indian premier Atal Behari
Vajpayee addressed a meeting in
April last year and extended a "hand
offriendship” to nuclear-armed rival
Pakistan.

Singh himself announced the
troopreduction lastweek.

The first Indian forces left in a
convoy of trucks and buses, an AFP
correspondentsaid.

The paratroopers, stationed at
Anantnag, 50 kilometers (30 miles)
south of Srinagar for the past six
months, headed for the northem
Indian cityof Agra.

"The first batch of troops com-
menced de-induction from the
valley on November 17," defence
spokesman R K Sen announced.

Indian Kashmir's chief minister
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed said
peoplein the region were "happy" at
the troop pullout.

"It should have an impact on the
overall situation in the state,” he
said.

"Now we expect a reciprocal step
by Pakistan. There should be no
violence (in Kashmir), there is no
reason forit."

The army has not said how many
troops would be removed from
Kashmir.

Military experts estimate that
India has about 250,000 troopsin the
Tegion.

Holiday hangover
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villagesand towns.

Newspaper offices were sched-
uled to observe a three-day Eid
vacation, but the holiday was

“extended for another day,

November 16, due to the perennial
confusion oversightingofmoon.
The capital yesterday looked
forlorn, as most shops and busi-
nesseskepttheirshutters down.
The notorious city trafficwasless
chaotic in the last few days.
Numbers of pedestrians, rickshaws,
auto-rickshaws, minibuses and
other modes of vehicles were fewer

[yres o ' [d3 E usq i i!g E i
gb?l;fhad plel"{:tbyofse;ttsl%m passenq—l
BEIS.

Movement of rickshaws, auto-
rickshaws and minibuses increased
yesterday, but they plied with fewer
numbers of passengers.
Rickshawpullers and auto-rickshaw
drivers charged higher fares in an
aftempt to compensate for the lack
ofpassengers.

Attendance was thin yesterday at
the Secretariat, the headquarters of
all ministries and offices of the
republic. Most top officials were
present, although a few ministers
attended office. Attendance in other
government offices in the capital
wasalso poor.

Sources said only a few staff
turned up and stayed in their offices
for a few hours and they were busy
exchanging Eid greetings and
embracing each other. They also
talked about their new clothes and
how they had gone about celebrat-
ing the biggest religious festival of
the Muslims,

Secretariat sources said there
wasyirtuallynoworkin the offices. A
good number of officers and
employees are on additional leave to
spend more time with theirnear and
dear ones back at their village
homes, as they found the five-day
holiday 'insufficient', the sources

added.

Offices of the ministers and
secretaries at the Secretariat
remained open to all to facilitate
exchange of Eid greetings with the
officials and staff. All most all minis-
ters and secretaries passed yester-
dayinarelaxed manner.

Offices of all insurance compa-
nies, semi-government and autono-
motis bodies, multinational compa-
nies and businesses in Motijheel
commercial district, the business
hub of the country, opened, the staff
seemed too inadequate to run
business.

Most.shopping-malls. and, ma-
ketsremained shut.

Attendance of officials and
employees in state-run banks, post
offices and, in some cases, private
banks and commercial establish-
ments also was less than normal.
However, transactions in banks
wentonasusual.

Dhaka Stock Exchange swung
back to business yesterday with the
resumption of trading following the
Eid vacation. But the holiday hang-
over also had its mark on the floor, as
brokers attended in a far fewer
number than normal.

With traffic thinner since Friday,
civic life in the capital continued to
have some respite from the hustle
and bustle that residents are usually
subjected to. City dwellers moved
without hazards and breathe better
in absence of traffic jam and air
pollution.

Holidaymakers have meanwhile
started returning to the capital.
Officials and employees, who work
in government and private offices
were coming back, some with their
families, by train, bus and launch at
Gabtali, Mohakhali, Syedabad,
Kamalapur, Sadarghat and other
placesinthecity.

Offices and businesses are
expected fo start operations in full
swingfromSaturday.

Eid celebrated
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parliament, diplomats, and political
and military high ups offered their
prayers.

On the occasion Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia exchanged greetings
with a cross section of people at
Prime Minister's Bhaban. She also
hosted a reception for the members
of diplomatic corps, ministers,
judges, former advisors of caretaker

| governments, political leaders and

top civiland military officials atstate
guesthouse Jamunaon HareRoad.

On the Eid Day, people visited
their relatives and friends to convey
well wishes and exchange greetings.
Children and youthsaderned in new
dresses went around the amuse-
ment parks, museums and zoos in a
joyous mood.

National flags were hoisted atop
government and private buildings.
The streets of the capital were deco-
rated with colourful riniature flags
inscribed with Eid Mubarak in
Bangla and Arabic. In the night,
many public and private buildings
were colourfullyilluminated.

On the day, the government pro-

vided improved diets for the inmates
of prisons, hospitals, vagrants' homes

and other state-run dormitories.
Underprivileged children enjoyed the
facilities of Shishu Park in the city's
Shahbagh free ofcost. :
Thefestivemoodisstillon.
Before the Eid people in hun-
dreds of thousands left Dhaka for
their village and small town homes
to celebrate the day with their near
and dear ones. According to a pre-
liminary estimate, around 60 lakh
people left the capital this time to
observe Eid elsewhere leaving the
citystreetslooking forlorn.

The outflow started in the last
week as the public holiday began
from Friday. Trains, buses, launches
and all other modes of transport
were jam-packed with passengers
eager to reach home as early as
possible.

The people however started
coming back as the government and
semi-government offices opened
yesterday, though with very poor
attendance. The rush of people
refurning to the city is expected to
continue for the next couple of days.

Khaleda Zia exchanged eid
greetingswith herstaffyesterday.

Our Rajshahi correspondent
reports observance of Eid-ul-Fitr in
the district with great religious
ardour and festivities. The largest
eid congregation there was held at
Shah Mokhdum Eidgah where the
cityelite offered their prayer.

The largest eid congregation in
Sylhetwasheld atShahi Eidgah.

Our Barisal correspondent
reports, Eid-ul-Fitr was observed in
the district in a jubilant mood, with
the main eid congregation held at
Hemayet Uddin Central Eidgah.

However, around 100 families of
four villages under Babuganj
upazila observed the day two days
earlier, on November 13 Saturday, in
accordance with the Eid Day in
SaudiArabia.

Hundred of families of Ward No
14 of Barisal City Corporation on the
other hand hoisted black flags and
boycotted the eid festivities protest-
ingthe October 15 killing of Mahbub
Alam Mehdi. Mehdi, commissioner
of the ward and secretary of Barisal
City Jubo Dal, was killed during a
shootout with Rapid Action
Battalion.

Altaf in charge of
home ministry in
absence of Babar
UNB, Dhaka

Former home minister Altaf Hossain
Choudhury has been given the
charge of the home ministry in
absence of Lutfozzaman Babar.

The State Minister for Home
Affairs, Babar, left for Saudi Arabia
yesterday to perform umrah. He is
expected to return home on
November 25.

Altaf Hossain Choudhm'y. pres-
ently minister for commerce, is also
abroad now. He returns to Dhaka
today, officialssaid.

"Soon after his return, Altaf will

attend a law and order review meet-
ing in the conference room of the
home ministry," said an official.

Powerful
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10.30am.

Anisursatatthe rear compartment,
surrounded by some other youths with
a shopping bag in his lap. As the GRP
members attempted to search his bag,
all the youths jumped off the train and
fled, leaving behind the bag. Police
chasedand cau|

They retrieved 21 high-speed, six-
inch long Gelatin explosive bars each
weighing 120 grams, three others
weighing 125 grams each, 125 electric
detonators and two mini tape record-
ersfromthebag.

A team composed of superinten-
dents of police of Bogra and
Gaibandha and high officials of
National Security Intelligence and
Directorate General of Forces
Intelligence and GRP questioned the
arrestees, police sources said.

A team of army experts on explo-
sives from Rangpur canfonment went
to Gaibandha and examined the
explosives. The tapes recovered from
the recorders call for establishing
Islam in place of democracy, calling it
Kufri (non-believerin Allah).

The army team obtained a court
order and detonated the explosives
on November 13 at Bonbari field
adjacent to Bonarpara Railway
Station.

Big bangs rocked the area and
could be heard from as far as three
kilometres when the explosives were
detonated, an eventwatched by a few
hundred people.

Police on November 13 produced
the arrestees before a magistrate's
court, which placed each of themon a
seven-dayremandforinterrogation.

During interrogation, Anisur
confessed that one Haroon of
Barokona village in Shaghata upaznln

| introducedhimtoAmiadi= 1 i+

Haroon is the elder brother of
Mamun, arrested earlier in connec-
tionwith Joypurhatbomb incident.

Two cases were filed with the GRP
under the Explosives Act.

20 killed
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onthewayto Dhaka.

In Bogra three people were killed
in as many accidents yesterday and
the daybefore.

Cloth trader Abdul Gaffar died as
a Dhaka-bound coach ran over his
motorbike at Fultala under Bogra
yesterday:

The day before, Shariful Islam,
panicked by the horn of a mini truck
just beside him, jumped out from a
rickshaw and was run over by the
truck.

The same day, a Bogra-bound
bus turned upside down as the
driver lost its control on the Natore-
Bogra highway in Shibganj upazila,
leaving 19 people injured.

One of the injured, Mohammad
Ali, laterdied in the hospital.

Meanwhile a police constable
was killed and 34 people, including
two other cops, were injured when a
bus overturned on Dhaka-Sylhet
highway in Madhabpur upazila on
Saturday, reports UNB.

Thirty-two passengers and three
on-duty policemen were injured
when a Faridganj-bound night
coach turned furtle on the road
while taking turn at Jagdishpur Gol
Chattar.

One died and five others were
injured as a bus and tempo collided
near Langolbandh in Narayanganj
onTuesday.

On Monday one Shahidul Islam,
38, died, being run over by an
unknown vehicle at Shimrail furn-
ingin Shiddirganj.

In Keraniganj a teenage boy was
killed and five pedestrians were
injured at Begunbari on Dhaka-
Mawa road on Saturday, reports
UNB.

Locals said a speedy jeep hit
Rocky, 16, leaving him dead on the
spot. Five pedestrians were also
injured during the accident. They
were admitted to different local
clinics.

Agitated people set fire on the
jeep which was without any num-
ber-plate and kept the road blocked
forone hour protesting the incident.

Fire fighters rushed to the spot
and put out the fire of the vehicle
which police seizedIater.

Cases were filed with different
police stations regarding the acci-
dents.

Morshed

FROM PAGE 12

implementation of the roadmap
with the two-state theoryfor
Palestine and Israel."

Asked about a US television
report that an American marine has
killed an Iraqgi prisoner in a mosque,
he said the government of the
United States has already ordered
inquiry to see if there was any viola-

tion of war rules.
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Delhi assures Dhaka
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interest.

He suggested developing muld-
modal transport network connect-
ing northeastern Indian states and
Ba.ngladesh forrapid growth of trade
in the northeast by giving access to
transport of cargo through land
routes in the territoryofeach other's
country.

"Land route access will make the
direct trade between the two coun-
tries most economical and viable as
this region is blessed with direct road
and raillinks usableround theyear."

The Bangladesh commerce
minister said his Indian counterpart
had assured that all irritants relating
to greater exports from Bangladesh
to India would be addressed within
three months before Nath under-
takes a visit to Bangladesh in
February next year."l am very happy
with the business-like response of
Mr Nath when I brought up the
issues of tariff and non-tariff barri-
ers during my meeting with him this
mormning," hesaid.

Altaf said it was encouraging to
note thatIndia and Bangladesh have
recognised the need to identify non-
tariff barriers and phase them out.
"This definitely is a proactive initia-
tive on the part of the commerce
ministries of our two governments."

He pointed out that India
accounts for 14 percent of
Bangladesh's imports while contrib-
utingalittle more than one percent of
Bangladesh's total exports. "This
highly disproportionate picture is
neither healthy for trade nor for
mutually beneficial linkages among
the closestneighbours."

The Bangladesh minister said
there is a general consensus among
trade analysts and the business
community in Bangladesh that in
spite of the narrow product range,
Banpladeshi products could have a
better deal in the Indian market had
there been enough facilitating
measures to do away with the rela-
tively regimented imported regime
inIndia.

He said ceramic, melamine
tableware, jamdani sari, toiletries,
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, dry-
cell and automotive battery,
cement, biscuits, wafers and woven
and knit garments, UPS, inverters
and bicycles from Bangladesh have
good market potential in India but
"a number of them have been faced
with critical barriers resulting in
deadlockinexports."

Altaf listed as impediments to
boosting exports from Bangladesh
the labelling requirement for export
of jute bags, complex regisiration
procedure for export of
pharmacetiticals, chemical test for

leather,and leather prodiicts, quar-; |

antine requirement for jute prod-
ucts, standard certification need for
export of cement and sanitary and
phyto-sanitary requirements for
agro-processed and food products.

"It becomes extremely difficult
for our exporters to conduct export
operations when faced with any
kind of barrier," hesaid.

Altaf said these barriers send
"wrong signal” to the business
communities of both countries and
“works as a deterrent to lasting
relationship.”

He said a series of official-level
meetings on removal of non-tariff
barriers do not appear to have pro-
gressed much and sought the inter-
vention of Kamal Nath so that these
do not continue as "roadblocks" to
bilateral rrade.

He specifically urged Nath to
look into issues relating to registra-
tion of Bangladeshi cement manu-
facturers with the Bureau of Indian
Standards and Bangladesh Standard
Testing Institute formutual recogni-
tion of each other's standards and
recognition of Bangladeshi testing
laboratories for issuance of pre-
shipment inspection certificates for
various exports fromBangladesh.

FICCI President YK Modi articu-
lated the need for a bilateral Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) between
India and Bangladesh. "We are
confident FTA will be a win-win
situation for both India and

Bangladesh," he said.

Abdul Awal Mintoo, president of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industries, also supported early
implementation of bilateral FTA
saying investors in both countries'
would be supportiveof this.

He also backed the need for a
motor-vehicle agreement between
India and Bangladesh and introduc-
tion of more direct flights between
New Delhi and Dhaka for the benefit
ofbusinessmen ofboth countries.

The visiting Bangladesh com-
merce minister later told reporters
in New Delhi that an FTA between
the two countries is inevitable and
only a matter of time. "Both coun-
tries stand to benefit immensely by
signingthe agreement."

Altaf said talks in this regard
were going on though there was a
need to upgrade the existing infra-
structure at the border for enhane-
ingtrade,

He said talks were in progress for
clinching Safta and a bilateral agree-
ment between India and
Bangladesh would notbe far.

Altaf said before the FTA could be
worked out India should extend
some concessions to exports from
Bangladesh exported as a goodwill
gesture.

"India is a huge country which is
not going to be affected if it gives
some partial or full duty cuts to our
products but will make a big differ-
encetous."

At an interaction with
Confederation of Indian Industries,
Altaf invited Indian businessmen to
invest in Bangladesh and assured
themallhelp.

6 bullet-hit
in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Six people were hurt in a shootout
between extortionists and villagers
in Shilakha village in Terokheda
upazilaTuesdaynight.

The 20-minute-long gunfight
took place after businessman Tipu
Molla refused to give Tk 10,000 to the
extortionists.

The wounded -- Tipu, Obayed
Mollah, Shajahan Mollah, Quddus
Mollah, Tku Fakir and Anwar Munshi
-- are NOW receiving treatment at
Terokheda Health Complex.

ZIA toilets

FROM PAGE 1
Rapid Action Battalion members,"
hesaid. 1ailsinauns 2ieils 1t
"We hopenormal water supplywill-
berestored fromtoday," headded.
Meanwhile, sources said the
authorities did not take proper
measures to solve the crisis during
theinstallation ofa newpump.
The water kept in drums for
toilets was not only inadequate but
dirty, theysaid.

Bangladeshi

FROM PAGE 1

Suwayrah town, 55 km southeast of
Baghdad. Itreported that the bodies
were wrapped with a yellowblanket,
on which it was written: "This is the
fate of those who deal with the
Americans." :

However, till writing of thisreport
late last night no independent
media or government authorities
could confirm the death of any
BangladeshiinIraq.

The foreign minister said already
several appeals were made through
Al-Jazeera television for Kashem's
release but there has not been any
demand or response from the
abductorsior therelease of Kashem.
Morshed said anote was given to the
interim Iraqi administration and
help sought from the International
Red Crossto find the whereabouts of
Kashem. The Bangladesh missions
in Kuwait and Jordan are also mak-
ingeffortsin thistespect.

Pakistani woman

FROM PAGE 1

Pakistani woman, Khairunnesa,
placed on a one-day police remand
yesterday for the second time, might
be an operative of an international
gang involved in currency forgery or
women and children trafficking.

Tipped off that people involved
in forging currency were staying at
apartment 8/A of Karnaphuli
Garden City, a team of Rab-2 raided
it at around 9:30am Sunday. The
team found Tk 1.995 lakh in coun-
terfeit and Tk 8.896 lakh in genuine
local currencies, besides 100 Indian
rupees, 120 Thai bahts and 342
Pakistanirupees.

The team held Khairunnesa and
fourgirlsin veils, aged about 16 to 17
years -- Razia Khatun, Marzina
Khatun, Mahfuza Khatun and
Taiyeba Khatun, daughter of Islamic
Oikya Jote (I0]J) lawmaker Mufti
Shahidul Islam -- for possessing the
forged notes.

The Rab men found the pass-
ports of Khairunnesa and her hus-
bandWahed Gaffarin the apartment
but did not find Gaffar, who accord-

- ingtoKhairunnesais now in Tangail.

The Rab also arrested domestic
helps Sanerunnesa, Asma Khatun,
Sanwara and Razia Khatun and
security guard Abdul Matin on
suspicion.

Taiyeba and the three other girls
in veils were released after interro-
gationat the Rabheadquarters,

A case was filed under Special
Powers Act with Ramna Police
Station against Khairunnesa, the
domestic helps and the security
guard, said a Rab pressrelease.

The Rab team handed over the

Pakistani woman to Ramna police
who produced her before the Court
of Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
(CMM), Dhaka, on Monday with a
remand petition, which the court
approved.

Raman police quizzed
Khairunnesa Monday and produced
her again before the CMM court
yesterday with a three-day remand
prayer. But the court granted
another one-dayremand.

On the counterfeit and other
currencies recovered, Khairunnesa
claimed to police to know nothing.
"My husband knows about it,"
Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Ramna
Police Station Mahbubur Rahman
quoted herassaying,

Talking to The Daily'Star OC
Rahman said, "It seems she
(Kahirunnesa) is involved with just
currency forgery. So far, we haven't
find any evidence of her involve-
ment in women and children traf-

*ficking."

Khairunnesa and Gaffar have
been living in Bangladesh for a long
time and the latter has already
become a nationalised Bangladeshi,
headded.

About the four girls in veils,

Rahman said, "They are madrasa
students and went to the house for
perform Ihtekaf (a religious ritual of
keeping oneself confined to a place
foracertaintime)."
. Admitting the incident, Taiyeba's
father Shahidul Islam MP last night
alleged to The Daily Star, "Rab men
harassed my daughter and the other
girls in the name of interrogation at
theRabheadquarters.”



