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The hohday standsull

Emergency services shouldn't be
allowed to slacken

ID holidays invariably roll onto the weekend and
the number of days when life comes to a slumber

increases up to seven or eight. This culture of

extending the official holidays seems to have taken roots

deeper into otur collective psyche. And such a vacation is
taken as an occasion when everything can be put to rest,
including the needs ofa patient orahouse owner without
water, electricity or gas.

How could there be a slack in hospital services,
especially in the emergency ward, even when most
people are celebrating a major festival? The same is true
about complaints relating to utility services which go
unheeded. The stop-gap arrangements for providing the
services seem to exist only on paper. Asif to emphasise
the point, people in trouble can only hope to get some
service on payment of a hefty amount in "bakshis" if, of
course, they were lucky enough to find out the right men
when giost government service outfits Iaoked like
abandonedhouses.

We seem to have forgotten that certain things must be
' ent should think in

.,‘a‘{h%tte; and reliable standby

."Y sitl.mﬂuns during

| holidays. . . i
The pmblmm\ 10-WOr ﬁqntaljty during holidays
may turn acute in important places like airports, railway

S Peugie do approach these

| stations and 1

places during hol days their)lves-hecumemi‘samble

- if they don't get the needed services, This is an issue that

more than we already have.

cannot be dmth:an
e f living in isolation from the

We cannot

e dynamics of themndenfwmlcfeven for ashort spell. We

have to keep things functional in important areas like

{ most of the countries do even on major hnhdays. to be

part and parcel of the real-time world. If we want to be
part of the global work culture, we have to basmally clean

: upthedrnssmourmrkathics. i

‘Rice as US Secretary
of State .

| Canshe breathe ﬁ'e.sh air mto US
 foreign pal:cy?

(8 .

rﬁe !ha.t Nalmnal Secunty

'HERE can be lltlis
- Advisor INSA} Condnlﬂma Rice has been named

to succeed Colin Powell as secretary of state, The
promotion from NSA to State is not an uncommon one

1 and Dr. Rice has been an tmsmrvhm admcate. for a
" president who valuf.asluyalty‘

Colin Powell's decision to step dnwnas US secretary of

* state at the end of a tumultuous four years elicited mixed

arit im midoahe

ln.l{, AL I|E..J

reactlﬂﬁf“' Do naEg fad
Biit Powell had long beqb;r the most popular and
respected member of the Bush | cabinet internationally,
Many considered him a moderating influence on US
foreign policy, and are sorry to seesuchanable and highly
regarded man quitpublicoffice.
There can be no doubt that Dr. Rice is eminently

~ qualified for the job in terms' of her experience and

acumen. Whether she will possess the diplomatic
‘capacity for the job, or. Endeed whether the second Bush
administration will place lmrch emphasls on diplomacy,

. remainstobeseen.

Critics will point out Lhat she did not do a good job
coordinating between the departments of State and
Defence as NSA, and that her public statements on Iraq
and WMD demonstrated a lack of candour. Gynics will
say that Bush, Cheney, and Rumsfeld will continue to
dominate US fo:e:gn policy-making regaxclless of who is
secretary ofstate,

Either way, hers is a historical appointment. That she
is the first female African-American secretaryof stateand
that her tenure follows that of the first African-American
and the first female secretaries of state is surely a good
‘sign for the US.

In addition to her academic and intellectual
credentials, Dr. Rice is a first-class pianist and one-time
competition-level ice-skater who is said to be a gracious
and decent person. Such an accomplished person with a
strong mooring in cultural diversity should be a good
commuinicator in international affairs.

The second Bush term is a historic opportunity for the
US to recover from the mis-steps of the first, and we
sincerely hope that Dr. Rice will succeed in her
momentous task of bringing the US and the rest of the
world closer togetherin the next fouryears.

The Baily Star

After Arafat -- election or chaos?

! MUSLEHUDDIN AHMAD

RIEL Sharon ultimately

missed the opportunity to

assassinate Arafat, which he
has been trying openly sine 80s, But
did he poison him to have a "final
solution” of the Palestinian national
aspiration thatYasser Arafat was the
embodiment off The poisoning
theory remained a mystery. Only the
medical report from Paris hospital
canhelp resolve this.

Yasser Arafat, President of the
Palestinian Authority, died at a
Military Hospital, just outside Paris
onNovember11,at3.30PM.

Arafat wanted to he buried in
Jerusalem, but as Sharon rejected it,
the compromise wis a temporary
burial at his Ramalla Mugata Com-
pound where he spent his final three
years in virtual confinement. About
40 countries were represented and
many at the level of the Head of the
State, including the President of
Bangladesh at the State Funeral in
Cairo. Later he was brought to
Ramalla. It was an extremely emo-
tional scene. Thousands of Palestin-
ians in tears swooped on the coffin
to have thelast glimpse of Arafat, the
only leader the Palestinians ever
knew.

Alter having completed his Uni-
versity education Arafat started to
build up the PLO with the aim of
recovering his motherland from
where the Palestinians were thrown
out when I[srael was established in
1948 and finally after 1967 war when
Israel occupiedWest bank and Gaza.
He and his associates moved from
place to place -- from Jordan to
Lebanon to Tunis and finally to
Gaza. A part of his administration
under Farouk Qadoumi who hap-

pened to be Arafat's political Advi-
sor remained in Tunis and did not
return to Gaza.

I had the great opportunity to
meet Arafat and later Farouk
Qadoumi in Bucharest while [ had
been an Ambassador there during
1983-86. [ do not remember the
details of the meeting but still fresh
in mind is Arafat's ever-smiling fice.
He was a man of unending courage
as he continued to struggle against
all enemies -- mainly [srael and also
several adversaries within the Arab

' SPOTLIGHT

care for about two weeks. After his
death President Chirac personally
came down to the hospital to pay his
last respect to this great leaderof the
Palestinian people. Then France
made full arrangement for sending
the dead body of Arafat to Cairo for
state funeral. France also sent its
Prime Minister and other high
officials to accompany the dead
body. President Chirac said, " With
him disappeared a man of courage
and conviction who for 40 years

i
s

independent, democratic Palestine
thatis atpeacewithits neighbours."
President Bush, however, had a
joint press conference with Prime
Minister Blair who visited him only
two days after the death of Arafat. He
walked joyfully and boastfully
through the corridors of the White
House with British PM Blair when
US marines were busy in making
Falluja -- a defiant city of Iraq -- a
"Ground Zero", Even the Interna-
tional Aid Agencies termed Falluja

incarnated the Palestinian fight fur\ operation with not only excessive

ON MIDDLE EAST

what Ariel Sharon said -- no Pales-
tinian state in another 25 years
(CNN's recent report by Walter
Rogers).

It has just been reported that
Sharon will not allow two million
Palestinians of East [erusalem to
take part in January election to elect
the President of the Palestinian
Authority. One must point out that
as long as Ariel Sharon is in Charge
of Israel, there can be no peace; it's
just not possible. He was never a
man of peace. The change of govern-

Tllere are arguments that Arafat did not groom any successor. If one wants democracy to prevall thare could be no
question of grooming of a successor. A successor is groomed under dictatorship. In any case, there are several
leaders like Mahmud Abbas, Ahmad Qurei, Faruq Kaddoumi, Saeb Erekat, Nabil Sath, Hannan Ashram and many
others to lead the nation. Indeed, there was an orderly transfer of power to the Speaker who would remain Interim
President for 60 days and the election date has been set on January 09, '05.

world. He continued his fight and
froma guerillaleader he became the
top leader of his people, then to a
statesman, and to a leader of world
stature when he received the Nobel
Peace Prize which he shared with
Former Prime Minister of Israel
Yitshaq Rabin and Shimon Peres. EHe
was the undisputed leader of the
Palestinian people and seen as the
father of a nation. He is bracketed
with the leaders like Ho Chi Minh,
Nelson Mandela etc. as he had to go
through similar struggle to raise his
people who are seen basically as
refugees to the level of anationtobe
recognised by the international
community. Finally he became the
President of the Palestinian Author-
ity and continued to work to estab-
lish the State of Palestine which he
could not live to see it finally estab-
lished.

Arafat's death was mourned by
the world leaders through very
positive statements recognising his
lifelong struggle for an independent
state for the people of Palestine. The
role of France was really unique as
French President Jacques Chirac
sent anaircraft to take Arafat to Paris
where he was under special medical

recognition of their national rights."
France should have a special place
in the hearts of the Palestinian
people.

One may also see the positive
reactions of British Prime Minister
Tony Blair and his Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw: Mr. Blair said Arafat was
the "huge icon of the Palestinian
people” and we should do whatever
is possible in association with the
US to help the parties to reach a fair
and durable settlement. He also
earlier spoke of a viable Palestinian
state. Indeed he putitas the "highest
priority" for the international com-
munity.

The reaction of President Bush is
less said the better. Not only that he
never talked to Arafat nor did he ask
him to visit Washington for talks
during the four years of his first
term. Even before Arafat's death
(just on rumor) President Bush said -
- May God bless his soul but after his
death he did not even mention his
name let alone speak something
worth mentioning, President Bush,
however, in general terms said, " For
the Palestinian people, we hope that
future will bring peace ands fulfil-
ment of their aspirations for an

butsuperpower force asa "disaster”.
In the joint press conference Presi-
dent Bush repeatedly spoke of the
need for democracy and freedom
among Palestinian people and
electing a democratic leader for the
purpose of establishing peace and
democracy. Buthe nevermentioned
anything about the settlements that
are needed (o be removed from the
occupied territories for the purpose
ofpeace,

On a question from a reporter
President Bush said -- when a per-
son is elected by the people he is not
a dictator; he is an elected leader.
President Bush is right but why was
Saddam then called a dictator? He
used to be regularly elected and
used to receive 99 per cent votes, It,
however, depends on the type of
election that elects a leader. Presi-
dent Bush did not take it that far as
that was his main weakness. He was
not elected by popular vote in 2000.
Though President Bush said earlier
that Palestinian state would be
established by 2005, heisnowsaying
that he would hope to see a Palestin-
jan state during his present termi.e.
during the next 4 years. Anyway, it's
still not too bad. It is better than

ment in [srael is a must for peace in
theregion.

Arafat has all along being blamed
by Israeli and US administration
thathe missed the great opportunity
when he failed to sign the peace
agreement which was brokered by
former President Clinton where
Ehud Barak, the then PM of Israel
offered 97 per cent of the occupied
territories. It was true that about 97
per centof the only22 per centof the
original Palestinian territory (78 per
cent already occupied by Israel) was
offered, but that also did not give the
Palestinians a contiguous state and
such a truncated area could not be
called a state let alone a "viable
state". There was also nodecision.on
East Jerusalem even through adjust-
ments of the area occupied by the
settlements near EastJerusalem nor
was there any decision on the Pales-
tinians' right of the return to their
ancestral home which is now in
Israel (there could atleast be a provi-
sion for an appropriate compensa-
tion to the displaced Palestinians).
Soitisnotcorrect to saythatitwasa
greatopportunity and itwas the best
deal for the Palestinians that Arafat
failed to sign.

There are arguments. that Arafat
did not groom any successor. If one
wants democracy to prevail, there
could be no question of grooming of
a successor. A successor is groomed
under dictatorship. In any case,
there are several leaders like
Mahmud Abbas, Ahmad Qurei,
Faruq Kaddoumi, Saeb Erekat, Nabil
Sath, Hannan Ashrawi and many
others to lead the nation. Indeed,
there was an orderly transfer of
power to the Speaker who would
remain Interim President for 60 days
and theelection date has been seton
January 09, '05. The work has appar-
ently been undertaken for a united
front with Hamas and Jehad so that
serious political problems could be
avoided. Hamas and other fighting
forces should be brought into the
main political process to curb fur-
ther armed clashes with Israelis.
Israel must encourage such negotia-
tions with those fighting groups.

In order to hold a fair and effec-
tive election, Israel must create the
right environment. The interna-
tional community and particularly
the US must prevail on Sharon to
re-deploy Israeli army, remove the
road blockades, allow the Palestin-
ianleaders and their candidates to
move [reely to do election cam-
paigning if there are more than
one candidate. [srael must also
allow the Palestinians of East
Jerusalem to participate in the
election to elect their own leaders.
If Sharon thinks that Palestinians
of East Jerusalem are Israeli citi-
zens, then that would mean the
end of the Peace Process as the
Palestinians will never give up
their demand on East Jerusalem. If
Israel and the US are interested in
peace, then there should be nego-
tiations on how the latest settle-
ments near or adjacent to East
Jerusalem could be rearranged
while fixing the final border under
the Road Map. East Jerusalem is an
internationally recognised occu-
pled territory and unlawful annex-
ation by Israel does not make it a
partoflsrael.

Muslehuddin Ahmad, a former Secretary and
Ambassador, [s prasently the Vice Chancallor of
Prasidancy University.

Condoleezza Rice: America's face to

RESHDENT Rush-on Hiesday |
" nominated- Condoleezza |
Rice, his confidante and
national security adviser, as secre-
taryofstate,

She will succeed Colin Powell,
who announced his resignation on
Monday. "During the last four years |
have relied on her counsel, bene-
fited from her great experience and
appreciated her sound and steady
judgment,” Bush said in a ceremony
in theWhite House Roosevelt Room.
Bush also said that he was honoured
thatsheagreed to take the post.

“The secretary of state is Amer-
ica's face to the world, and in Dr.
Rice the world will see the strength,
the grace and the decency of our
country," he said. Bush said that
Rice's deputy, Steve Hadley, would
succeed her as national security
adviser. Rice said it had been a
privilege to work for Bush during his
first term." I look forward, with the
consent of the Senate, to pursuing
your hopeful and ambitious agenda
as secretary of state," she said. She
also praised Powell.

"It is humbling to imagine suc-
ceeding my dear friend and mentor
Colin Powell. He is one of the finest
public servants our nation has ever
produced,” she said. "Colin Powell
has been a great and inspirational
secretary of state. It was my honour
to serve alongside him, and he will
be missed."

"Now that the election is over,"
Powell'sletter to the presidentreads,

“the, time has come for' me (o step

‘down assecretary of state dnd return

to private life. [, therefore, resign as
the 65th secretary of state, effective
atyourpleasure,”"

If confirmed, Rice, who turned 50
on Sunday, would be the first black
woman, and only the second
woman ever, chosen as the nation's
top diplomat.

In June 1999, she completed a six
year tenure as Stanford University's
Provost, during which she was the
institution's chief budget and aca-
demic officer. As Provost she was
responsible for a $1.5billion annual
budget and the academic
programme involving 1,400 faculty
members and 14,000 students.

As professor of political science,
Dr. Rice had been on the Stanford
faculty since 1981 and had won two
of the highest teaching honours --

ithe< 1984 Walter ]. Gores Award for.

Excellence in Teaching and the 1993
School of Humanities and Sciences
Dean's Award for Distinguished
Teaching.

At Stanford, she was a member of
the Center for International Security
and Arms Control, aSenior Fellow of
the Institute for International
Studies, and a Fellow (by courtesy)

and the final days vof the Soviet
Union, she served in the Bush Sr.
administration as Director, and then
Senior Director, of Soviet and East
European Affairs in the National
Security Council, and a Special
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs. In 1986,
while an international affairs fellow
of the Council on Foreign Relations,

Al

the world

her mother; & musio teagher, tought

+ her the piano and she initially stud-

ied music with the ambition of
becoming a classical pianist. Her
father, a pastorand school principal,
influenced her to become a keen
sportswoman.

She was eight years old when the
Ku Klux Klan carried out one of its
most infamous bombings, of an
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The change at the head of US diplomacy {L\l‘nes as Washington makes a new push for

Middle East peace following last week's death of Palestinian President Yasser Arafat.
Powell, who is expected to stay on the job until mid-January, will make a trip to the
region this month to possibly meet Palestinian leaders. Rice met Palestinian Prime
Minister Ahmed Qorei in Berlin in May in what was the highest-level US contact with Qorei

at the time.

of the Hoover Institution. Her books
include Germany Unified and
Europe Transformed (1995) with
Philip Zelikow, The Gorbachev Era
(1986) with Alexander Dallin, and
Uncertain Allegiance: The Soviet
Union and the Czechoslovak Army
(1984). She has also written numer-
ous articles on Soviet and East Euro-
pean foreignand defense policy, and
has addressed audiences in settings
ranging from the U.S. Ambassador's
Residence in Moscow to the Com-
monwealth Club to the 1992 and
2000 Republican National Conven-
tions.

From 1989 through March 1991,
the period of German reunification

she served as Special Assistant to the
Director of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
In 1997, she served on the Federal
Advisory Committee on Gender --
Integrated Training in the Military.

Hadley is a former member of the
Nixon and Bush Senior administra-
tions, and was part of the foreign
policy team with Rice and Richard
Perle in the lead-up to George W.
Bush's first election.

Rice has spent more time with the
president than any of his top aides
except White House Chief of Staff
Andrew Card. She was at his side at
all times in the run-up to the Iraq
war.

Born in Birmingham, Alabama,

Alabama church, One of four 10-
year-old girls killed had been a
friend of Dr Rice since infants
school.

Her parents taught her that edu-
cation was the only way to escape
segregation. She has said that to get
ahead she had to be "twice as good"
aswhite children.

As a result she followed a glitter-
ing academic career. She went to the
University of Denver at the age of 15
and graduated at 19 with a degree in
political science. She then gained a
doctorate from the University of
Denver's Graduate School of Inter-
national Studies.

At 26, Rice was already a fellow at

H_‘?_" 1 1:’
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‘Stanferrel Umver'rirv-t Center for
Tiitérnationadl | SeEtFty  and [AFs

Control specialising in Soviet affairs,

A fluent Russian speaker and
expertin arms control, she served as
Soviet affairs adviser to the elder
President George Bush, and
coached him before nuelear sum-
mits with Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev.

Dr Rice returned to Stanford in
1991, and ir 1993 became the
youngest, the first female and first
non-white provost at the elite
California university.

The change at the head of US
diplomacy comes as Washington
makes a new push for Middle East
peace following last week's death
of Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat. Powell, who is expected to
stay on the job until mid-January,
will make a trip to the region this
month to possibly meet Palestin-
ian leaders. Rice met Palestinian
Prime Minister Ahmed Qorel in
Berlin in May in what was the
highest-level US contact with
Qorei at the time.

Rice's training was in Russian
affairs, but in her current job she
has to focus on all the world's hot
gpots. Without having any prior
training and experience as a diplo-
mat Dr. Rice is expected to face
many challenges. We can only wish
herthe best of luck.

AKM Mazharul Islam writes from the Departmant
of Anthropology, Minnesota Stale University, USA.
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: ’ 5 means the end of politics! Of course
CO;: Olf regulatmn the politicians would notagree (they
ris 8 never did). Hence we poor and

The normal regulatory practices

' were neglected in the past by the
‘regimes in Dhaka, due to political

. nepotism; hence the cost of regula-

. tion s rising disproportionately
| (additional fine for negligence!). The
" government is buying ' dozens of
. costly vehicles for the police and
~ RAB to control ferrorism, lawless-
o nnss and other malpractices (news.

report).

The idenﬁﬁu of these

-hwbreakemmweﬂknawnaud

" underthe umbrella of

Iheyaremrymuchdﬂmmofﬂm-,

esh; and, it appears,
bove the law! nu?m
LA W5
country, and are prominent 1
bers ofthe developingsocietyl

What should have daily routine
operation has now turned into ad
hoc and emergency assignments to
please the duffer voters,

This is systems loss in  public
administration. Whom to hold
responsible? Do away with general
elections, as qualified and honest
candidates are not available' That

neglected citizens have to serve the
powerful and devious politicians
termafterterm.

What happened to the eitizens'
right (CR) to Bood governance?

These HR and CR concepts are bugs

to some lords, landlords and over-
lords. The kacha bazaars (kitchen
markets) are not for them, shopping
must be n[r-cunditiuned as well as
mem“

- Forget paﬁuc.s. and do some low-
Il.‘.'lrel arithmetic on economic dis-

% "ga.rities seen so starkly on the
Si& . streets, shopsand homes. The ruling
e -'_ liticians need indulge in nasty

olitics if they can do something to
these economic indicators.

Alif

Dhaka

Transparency of CBAs

The composition, performance and
credibility of the large number of
collecting bargaining agents (CBAs,
such as labour and other types of

unions and associations in the
private and other sectors) need tobe
reviewed at high power national
level, to maintain public transpar-
ency in these fast changing times of
demands and threatening move-
ments, when corrupt practices have
become institutionalized.
* A report in the DS of Nov 7
revealed how the hawkers' bodies
are being indirectly controlled by
dubious personalities and toll col-
lectors. The recent transport strike
by the association might also be
associated with charging black
marketrates for tickets for Eid trips.
The CBAs present one side of the
coin, imitated from our political
culture; and getaway through politi-
cal nepotism. For the latter, the MPs
are not entirelyinnocent. The politi-
cal parties should not patronise the
collective bodies as votefactories.
The weaknesses of the CBAs have
to be pointed out, and the existing
regulations amended to fit the times
and immoral practices. Such exer-
cises are easier to carry out if the
parliament works in a normal rou-
tine way. Either democracy does not

work here, or the field workers of
democracy (politicians) are evading
publicresponsibilities. On paper, we
have the requisite number of com-
mittees and meetings and recom-
mendations, but the situation is not
improving, We are seeking Utopia,
but cannot defineit, nor plan aroute
map.

We have yet to become a disci-
plined society, and move away from
agitational movements in day to day
regulatory work. The government
should be allowed to work, but this
work must be transparent. How to
remove thisvicious circle?

For more than 30 years since
independence, we have been agitat-
ing on so many issues and non-
issues. When do we get down to
routine level? Why our major issues
take so much time to resolve, when
no foreigners areinvolved?

AZ, Dhaka

Power and telecom

sector
The BTTB monopolies the high
demand line telephone network and

has deliberately kept supply below
demand. Result, the open market
mobile cell tell boomed to 2m
growthina couple of years. Now that
the fixed line tel sys has been made
open to private sector, the newspa-
pers are full of advertisements from
new companies (0 recruit new execs
and staff. BTRC has to keep a close
‘watch on this coming boom and be
strict. The government is always
bungling up operations on hoc
basis.

We went gaga on natural gas discov-
eries and forgot about using huge
coal reserves for two decades,
haunted by the false Greenhouse
theories imposed by the industrial-
ised countries on the DCs. We still do
not have gas pipe network in the
North, and foreign investment
response is poor due to amateurish
long term policies. Now Tata is
opening our eyes for doing BIG
business! Soon the dole queue will
be seen as witnessed in the recent
mobile tele mela (the SIM cards are
available in the shops of the author-
ised dealers at the same discounted
rate, but rumour and hysteria move

usquicker!).
A Mahseen
Dhaka

Trading within SAARC
The arrogant politicians do not
realise the implications of SAARC
members trading within the region,
which is now only three to five per-
cent, the rest being diverted outside
the region, to benefit the rich indus-
trialised countries.

Why the one and a half billion
market within the SAARC is not
being exploited by the members to
be almost self-sufficient in most
items? The next SAARC conference
in Dhaka next year should concen-
trate on this single aspect to revive
the vast potentialities of the SAARC.
Motto: regionally self-sufficient.

The recent visit of the Pakistan
prime minister has been another
eye opener; Pakistan has cotton and
Bangladesh has the RMG export
industry. Both can combine and
benefit economically (DS editorial
Nov 6). India can also contribute a
lotin this joint venture on a comple-

mentary basis.

The SAARC can help the land-
locked sub-Himalayan member
countries with sea outlets to raise
thestandard oflivingin the long run.
In fact, SAARC is almost a self-
sufficient region with huge human,
water, and energy resources. Politi-
cal bickering and short-sighted
policies are not allowing the region
to develop fast. It may move towards
a growth rate of seven per cent per
annum within a decade. Colonial
mentalities do not work in today's
politics, at home or abroad. We have
to learn to establish two-way com-
munication with the North, but the
foreign donor agencies (including
the UN, dominated by the veto-
wielding members) prefer to main-
tain one-way communication. The
UN agencies have to be fine-tuned
to the problems of the third world.
AMawaz, Dhaka

Sport management
unsporting?

Our sports will not improve unless
our sport officials are more sporting

and professional. We have a weak-
ness for 'office-bearership® in every
strata of society. Too many have-
nots in too crowded an environ-
ment, There are s0 many examples
(parking of rickshaws at the road
crossings; every open space around
bazaars contested by hawkers; MPs
unwilling to cede direct power to the
Union Parishad [now a new law is in
effect, after great persuasion|; the
seramble for unauthorised lobbying
for posts; part time jobs by teachers
and other professionals...).

Now the politicians and the
bureaucrats cannot enforce disci-
pline, under undue pressures-of
many kinds (which need not be
elaborated),

The politicians in power indulge in
cosmetic publicity and propaganda,
avoiding spotlight on the basic
weaknesses of the society. We tend
to live in ad hoe worlds of transient
glitter. There is a difference between
freedom, independence and moral
courage.

Abdul M Ahmad

Dhaka
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