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Eid,*the biggest religious festival of the
Muslims, is almostknocking atthe doors,
And therituals of Eid won'tbe completed
withoutTopi, Tashih and Jainamaz,

Topi:The headapparel
Wearing anew topi, the prayerhat, on the
Fid morning has a' traditional appeal
more than religious significance. As
people are getting more fashion' con-
scious, the styles in topi have changed'a
lot. Fascination for white crochet topi or
shuti(cotton) toplisvery common.

Toyoung people, however, colourfully
"designed topj, is more stylish. 'I'll defi-
mitely buy. a colourful topi on this Eid
which will suit my personality,' says
Milon, who is fascinated by the design of
the topiof Brunei's Sultan,

In contrast, Haji' Aminullah--an
elderly, person’ buying a white Jinnah
‘topl, says, ‘The colour white has the
charm of holiness and the lire of white
topiisdecent, soberand elegant.'

Beaddazzled

Made ‘of precious materials like ivory,
amber, seashell, turquoise, coral, crystal,
even gold, silver and various types.of.
wood, the colourful and'exotic tasbih of
100 beads is the Muslim prayer beads,
Akin to the Christian rosaries, Greek's
komboloi, Buddhists' malas, Muslims

Topis depict intrinsic designs besides the simple white coloured ones

have rashih that originated from Istan-
bul.
Countingthe tashifihas been a part of
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the Muslim culture, The word. 'tasbih’
means 'to praise God', 'to praise God in
hymns', and 'to prayto God'. The beads
ona tasbih are divided into three sets by
slightly larger beads; each bead stands
foroneofthenames ofAllah.

"Tasbih made fromgold, silver, amber,
pearl, coral and other organic materials
such as ivory, whale tooth, tortoiseshell,
hom, camel bone and wood including
snake wood, ebony, blood wood, olive,
rosewood, tamarnd, tulip wood, satin-
wood, sugar maple, teak and! Burmese
sandalwood are quite expensive,' says
Kamran--a tasbih seller near the Baitul
Mukarram Mosque. 'Artificial beads have
reasonable price starting from TK. 20
onwards." Tasbih made of fragrantwoods
are kept in' closed boxes to retain the
fragrance. In Ottoman times, rock crystal

beads were preferred in summer for their

cool feeling when touched and for the
play oflightdiffracted by the facets.

Jainamaz:Theprayermat

To a Muslim the significance of
Jainamaz, the prayer mat, is sacred,
blessed and timeless. But the intrinsic
beauty of the designs of jainamaz can
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Originated in Persia and the Arab
countries, floral motifs are the highlights
ofthe designsin jainamaz. The materials
of jainamaz vary from wool to velvet,
synthetic to cotton, and jute. It has an
artistic appeal as the designers and
weavers of jainamaz apply their creativ-
ity with subtle imagination. That is why
each jainamaz tums into an aesthetic
artwork.

The most traditional designs are the
floral compositions with an outline of a
mosque embossed in the mat. There was
a time when we had our own traditional
Jainamz kantha--a rug used for prayers
made byvillage women withmagnificent
stitches on it. Although those days are
gone, we still have satranji having tradi-
tional colourful geometrical designsonit
touse as jainamaz.

‘But everyone likes foreign jainamaz
especially those from Iran and Saudi
Arabia,' says Akram, who has an array of
splendid collection in his shop. A com-
paratively, new jainamaz contains a
magnetic compass embedded on it that
helps one toidentify the exact direction
of the Holy Kaaba. The prices of such
Jainamazrange fromTk. 350 toTK. 500.

- Pholos Alsarihmed.
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EID SPECIAL TV GUiDE

CELEBRITY EID-THOUGHTS

With the countdown to Eid, our Cultural Correspondents spoke to two popular small screen
celebrities, Fimaand Dipa. Fima is the host of the widely watched Fashion Talkies on ntv, a former V]
and an actress, and Dipa Khondokar is an actress cum model. Here is what they think about fashion

of bygonedaysand today.

.j
Dipa Khondokar eagerly awaits Eid'every year. As always, the

festival will be celebrated with exchange of gifts to close relatives
and catching up with friends.

Childhoodmemories of Eid
Dipaspent her childhood at Narayanganj. L.wmg inajoint family,
she used to have great fun with her cousins on the Eid day. Like
other children, she used to hide hernew dresses on the eve of Eid.
She alsousedto go along with her cousins to neighbouring houses
on Eid moming. "Usually my mother and grandmother prepared
the foods, Our job was to decorate the house and welcome the
guests,' says Dipa.

Eldshopping '

'l always enjoy buying gifts for others and I would rather buy a
simple handloom sari for myself. Since my childhood, Thave seen
that every elderly lady in the family wears a white sari on Eid
morming,' says Dipa. 'For the last two years, [ have been following
the Lr;di tion and it gives me immense pleasure and tranquility;’
sheadds

Attireson Eid

‘Ilove handloom saris,” says Dipa. Although the old tradition of
make up and attire is coming back, Dipa thinks that the recent
trend is more fashionable and comfortable.
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Fima

Viewsonfashion

Fashion iz something that always comes back in a cyclic order.
Whatever it is--castumes, shoes, ormaments or even hairstyle--
everything comes back after some time, For instance, plastic
banglesarein fashionnow. I can rememberwhenIwasa little girl 1
used to wear similar plastic bangles: Likewise, the puffy hairstyle
ofthe 19605 is back again. The short kameez was a craze only some
months back. Look at what is happening now: the trend of long
kameezwithchuridarisbackagain.

Changesinfashion

Chemicals were widely used in cosmetic and make up kits in
earlier times, However, due to harmful reaction of these chemi-
cals, beauty conscious women avoid' such products. Instead,
products containing herbal and natural materials are gaining
popularity. For example Multani soil, chandan, honey amla and
ritha are very good for the skin. And for hair care there are methi,
papaya, banana and coconut oil. We have learnt from our elders
that weekly massage and putting hair oil once aweek is essential,
Steamingalso helps theskintoglow.

Trendyattire
I justlove cotton and handloom saris. This Eid, 1 have a good col-
lection of bright handloom saris. But1 alsu prt:l' er gurgeuus collec-
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