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Zahwa breaks down during his funeralin Cairoand Palestinians march with candles and posters of theirlate leader,

RED CRESCENT SAYS
Falluja a 'big disaster,’
aid needed

REUTERS, Baghdad

Aidagencies called onUS forces and
the Iragi government to allow them

to deliver food, medicine and water

to Falluja yesterday and said four
days of intense fighting had turned
thecityintoa "big disaster.”

The Iragi Red Crescent Society,
which receives support from foreign
agenciesincluding the Red Cross and
Unicef; said it had asked US forces
and Iraq's interim government to let
them deliver relief goods to Falluja
andestablishmedics there,

But it said it had received no
reply.

"We call on the Iragi government
and US forces to allow s 'to do our
humanitarian duty to the innocent
peaple,” said Firdoos al-Ubadi, Red
Crescentspokeswoman.

i This is their tesponsibility,” she,,
said, adding (hatjudging by reports.

received from refugees and pictures
broadcast on television, Falluja was
a "bigdisaster.”

AUSmilitary spokesman said the
Red Crescent had permission to
help refugees in towns around
Falluja, but could not say if it had
been granted access to the cityitself.

The Red Crescent has seven
teams of doctors and relief workers,
backed by trucks of food and other
aid ready to go into each of Falluja's
districtswhenthe word is given.

About 10,000 US soldiers and
Marines, backed by heavyartilleryand
war planes, surged into Falluja from
several directions on Monday night,
launchinganoffensiveon rebels.

The US military estimates that
600 militants have been killed in
fourdays of streetfighting.

Scores’ of buildings"in' Falluja
have been comple]

with TV footage showirlg %6

s

districts all but leveled. There has
been no water and electricity for
days and' food shops have been
closed, residents say. The stench of
dead bodies is hanging over some
areasofthecity, the say.

US commanders say civilian
casualties have been low, but resi-
dents dispute that, describing inci-
dents in which non-combatants;
including women and children,
have been killed by shrapnel or hit
by bombs.

In one case earlier this week, a 9-
year-old boy died after being hit in
the stomach by shrapnel. Unable to
reach a hospital, he died hours later
ofblood]loss.

"Anyone who' gets injured is
likely to die, because there's no
medicine and they can't get to
doctors,” said Abdul-Hameed
Salim, avolupteerwitht the Iragi Red, {,
Crescent.
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Iragis damnnstrate to protest against the US-led attack on the restive Surmi Mulsim city of Fallujah after Juma
prayers at Umm al-Quramosque in Baghdad.

France looks for bigger: Thousands
body in Ramallah

role in ME

AFP, Paris

By looking after Yasser Arafat in his
1ast days and sending his bodyhome
with full honours, France reinforced
its image ‘as a major Palestinian ally
and ‘attempted to positionitselfasa
key player should the Middle East
peace process now be reborn,
observers say.

Foreign Minister Michel Bamier
acknowledged as much when he
said Friday that France took in the
late Palestinian Authority president
because oflongstanding ties.

"We welcomed him as we would
have welcomed any leader who isa
friend to France," he told Europe 1
radioinaninterviewfromCairo, where
he attended a funeral service for Arafat
alongside otherforeign dignitaries.

"It's simplyaquestionofhuman-
ity. It's also proofof the ties that have
long existed between the Palestinian
people, their leader and our coun-
try,"hesaid.

French President Jacques Chirac
personally made the decision to
allowArafat to flyto Paris on October
29 for, emergency, treatment of a

peace

serious illness that has not been :

publiclyrevealed.

The 75- -old Palestinian '

s decorod dead Thursdny © Pall€stinians ey, for his soul
at the French military hospital :
treating him days after fallingiintoa :

coma and being put on life-support : AEB Ramaliah

leader was declared dead Thursday

machines.

France, withitsveto poweronthe :
UN Security Council, five-million- :
strong Muslim community. and -
regular dealings with Arab coun- :
tries, has traditionally been'seen as :
the only sympathiser of the !
Palestinian cause with the weight ta

challenge the pro-Israeli leanings of
the United States.

States, Russiaand the United Nations.
In recent years, though, France's

influence has been'muted, particu-
latly as' US President George W. .

Bush's administration sided with *
;. excess of 100,000,

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's

plans to withdraw his troops from -
Gaza while ignoring negotiations :
o WithihePalestinians,, ., .,

Amid scenes of chaos, a military
helicopter carrying Yasser Arafat's
coffin landed at the late Palestinian
leader's West Bank headquarters
where he wasburied yesterday:
Security forces started shooting
in the air in a bid to restrain hun-

: dreds of people who surged towards
: the helicopter which brought
Through the Buropean Urton, it | ps peor LA
has a place in the so-called intema-
tional "quartet” -sponsoring, Middle aftera funeralin Cairo,
East peace, alongside the United :

Arafat back to his final resting place

A crowd of over 10,000 people
had'managed to make theirwayinto

: theMugataa althoughnumbershad
: been meantto be limited. The num-
berofpeople gathered onthe streets..

outside was estimated to'be well in

Many began cheering and 'chant-
ing Arafat'sname as theyspotted the

2, aircraft approach-the central West

S T BLE

Bank town, which lies around 10
miles (16 kilometres) from
Jerusalem.

Arafat, who'led the Palestinian
struggle for statehood for four
decades, died in a French military
hospital on Thursday.

Two Egyptian military helicop-
ters landed simultaneously at
around 2:17 pm (1217 GMT), a little
over a fortnight after Arafat was
dramatically airlifted out of the
compound where he had been kept
under virtual house arrest by Israel
fornearly three years.

Workman had' cleared an area
within the compound where Arafat

. will be buried although Palestinian

officialshope to eventuallymove his
bodyto east Jerusalem.

Israel has refused to counte-
nance Arafat's burial in the holy city

which Palestinians yaam 10 see|.
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From Rto L: Egyptian honour guards walk along with the ‘coffin of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat as it makes its way to Al-Maza military alrport in Gairo; newly-installed PLO Chairman Mahmud Abbas emerges from one of three helicopters bringing the. body to Ramallah; Arafat's widow Suha (R) and their daughter

greet Arafat's

become the capital of their prom-
ised future state,

Meanwhile, mosques across
Gaza City offered prayersforthe soul
of Yasser Arafal yesterday, the
Muslim day of rest, as clerics
accused Israel of poisoning the
veteran Palestinian leader.

Reciting special Muslim prayers
instead of the usual Friday service,
imams and members of the congre-
gations prayed that their leader's
soul’ would' rest in peace and
implored "God'to grant him grace
andmercy”.

Mostclerics dedicated theirmain
weekly sermon to accusing Israel of
having "poisoned"its peace partner
turned reviled foe -- echoing
charges levelled by militants from
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and the Al-

India cuts Kashmir troops

Pakistan welcomes move

PALIAB BHATTACHARYA, New Dathi

In a significant step prior to his

maiden visitto Jammu and Kashmir
next week, Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh has announced
reduction in the troops deployment
in the militancy-hit state this winter
citing an "improvement in the
situation” there.

Singh's decision was promptly
welcomed by Pakistan as well as the
moderate separatists and main-
stream political ‘parties in Jammu
and Kashmireven thoughthelIndian
Prime Minister made no mention of
its linkage with the ongoing peace
process withislamabad.

Announcing his decision to cut
the number of troops deployed in
the state, Singh said in a statement
issued Thursdaynightthat there was
visibleimprovementin the situation
and attributed it to "effective cotn-
ter-infiltration measures and mobi-

lising the support of the people in
the waragainstterrorism.”

"During the past several months,
the Indian army and other security.
forces deployed in the state of
Jammu and Kashmir have achieved
success in bringing about an
improvement in the security situa-
tioninthestate," hesaid.

"This is reflected in the increas-
ing tempo of economic activity,
continuing increase in tourist arriv-
als and a general sense of security
amongthe people,” headded.

The Prime! Minister, however,
made itclear that the decision to cut
troops deployment could be
reviewed if "levels of infiltration and
terroristviolence increase there and
moretroopswill beredeplayed.”

"We cdnnot, however, afford to
relax our vigil. We are aware that
infiltration attempts from across the
border. and' the Line of Control
continue and the infrastructire of

terrorismin the shape of training
camps and launching bases remain

‘intact,” hesaid.

Last November, India had
announced ceasefire along the Line
of Control, which divides India and
Pakistan, which was immediately
reciprocated by Pakistan,

. Officials here said the decision
onreductionin troop deploymentin
the state is apparently linked to the
assessment that infiltration level is
normally lower in the winter when
heavy snowfall covers all mountain
passes between India and Pakistan
and hamper free’ movement of
infiltrators.

The announcement about cut in
the number of troops in Jammu and
Kashmir comes at a time when the
mood inKashmirvalleyis somewhat
sour following allegations of the
rape of a woman and ‘her daughter
by an army officer who was/ put
undersuspensionby the Army,

Colombo LTTE agree

to uphold truce
But deadlock drags on

AFP, Galombo

Norway's latest bid' to salvage St
Lanka's faltering peace process
ended without a breakthrough
yesterday but the government and
therebels have pledged to continue
touphnldafragdctrucc

Norway's Foreign Minister Jan
Petersen cut short his peace mission
and flew to Cairo for Yasser Arafat's
funeral yesterday, withno prospect of
ending a 19-month deadlockin face-
to-face talks between the govern-
ment and the rebel Liberation Tigers
ofTamil Eelam (LTTE),

"High expectations, no major
breakthrough,” said the Tiger's
website on the latest Norwegian
initiative to save the island's trou-
bled peace process.

The rebel's chief peace negotia-
tor, Anton Balasingham, said the

Tigers wanted talks to resume onthe
basis of their plan for self-rule and
rejected Sti Lankan government
demands to start parallel talks on a
finalsettlement.

"This position of ours, we are told
by the facilitators, would be con-
veyed tothe president... and a feed-
back provided' to, us in course of
time," Balasingham was quoted as
saying onthewebsite;

"It is only after receiving such a
response, we would comment on
the feasibility of early resumption of
talksor otherwise.”

After ‘a second round of talks
between President Chandrika
Kumaratunga and Petersen, the
president’s ‘office said in a state-
ment the Norwegians had briefed
her pn their meeting with the Tiger
leadership and' their views on
resuming talks,

Blair meets with Bush
as ME tops agenda

AFP, Washington

British Prime Minister Tony Blair
was due to meet with President
George W. Bush yesterday to discuss
new. perspectives on Middle East
peace in the aftermath of
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's
death.

The British prime 'minister
arrived. here Thursday and went
straight to the White House for a
dinner with' Bush. Neither made
statements but were to hold a joint
press conference after their meeting
Friday.

Reflecting t&Close relationship
between the two, Blair is the first
foreign leader received at the White
House since Bush's re-election last
week.

Their talks coincided with
Arafat's funeral in Cairo, which has
thrown a new spotlight on the dead-
locked Middle East peace process,
and the US offensive on insurgents
inthelIragi ity of Fallujah,

Blair faces®intense domestic
pressure to reap some benefits from
his support for the US-led war in
Iraq, and hinted before his depar-
ture that the Middle East was where
he expected tofind this.

"Peace in the Middle East must
be the international community's
highest priority,” Blair said in a
statement following Arafat's
death.

Blair reaffinmed a call for action,
saying that "the goal of a wviable
Palestinian state ,F.lungside a secure

Israel is one that we must continue
to work tirelessly to achieve.”

The United States offered some
encouragementinBush's statement
of condolences after the death ofthe
iconic Palestinian leader who had
been marginalised during the Bush
presidency.

“The death of Yasser Arafat is'a
significant moment in Palestinian
history," Bush said.

"For. the Palestinian people, we
hope that the future will bring peace
and the fulfillment of their aspira-
tions for an independent, demo-
cratic Palestine that is at peace with
its neighbours.

"During the period of transition
that is ahead, we urge all in the
region and throughout the world to
join in' helping make progress
toward these goals and toward the
ultimate goal of peace," Bushadded.

Many questions remain about
the US attitude so long as a new
Palestinian leadership is not in
place,

But on the plane to Washington,
Blair's spokesman said the prime
minister saw a "new era" for the
peace process.

"There is a moment and that
moment is to send a signal to the
region we are serious about” peace
in the Middle East, he told journal-
ists,

"Ifthe world sees president Bush
and the prime minister saying they
arevery.serious on thisissue and we
are committed to it, that helps,” the
spokesman said.

FORMER US GENERAL SAYS
US to stay in Iraq for
3 more years

AFP, Lishon

The US-led invasion of Irag will
eventually succeed but US troops
will likely have to stay in the country
forup to three more years, a former
commander of US forceswho ran the
war inIraq and Afghanistan said here
on Thursday. Retired US arnmy gen-
eral Tommy Franks added that he
believed the assault by US forces
apainst Fallujah would be a turning
point in Iraq' and elections will be
able to go ahead as'planned in the
violence-ravaged countryinJanuary.

"I'said when we started the oper-
ation that I thought we would be
involved in Iraq in a serious way for
three to five years,” he told reporters
onthesidelines ofa conference,

"Well 'we are two years into it, 1
think for another one to three more

we will be involved 'in helping
Iragistobuildtheirown capability,” he
added.

"I think we will find ' more fight-
ing, and Fallujah is an example of
this, and we will find a lot more
capacitybuilding."

US-led forces launched an
assault on Fallujah, deemed Irag's
most rebellious city, on Monday
night aimed at clearing the city of
Baathist rebels and foreign fighters
said to be holed up there which has
killed hundreds ofinsurgents.

Iraq's! interim government has
vowed 1o retake rebel-held cities to

enable national elections to go
aheadin]January.

"Fallujah won't be easy, it won't
be the end of anything, it is not the
end of problems in Iraq, butit is the
beginning of the end of problemsin

Iraq," Franks said.

"What ‘we have to do is treat
individual' problems like Fallujah
one at a time until the Iraqi people
are able to control their own security
and economicfortunes," headded.

Askedifhe thought the waragainst
Iraq would be succesful, Franks said:
"Itdepends on the metric that is used.
Ifitis the ability of the Iraqi people to
control their country with a represen-
tative government, control their own
wealth and resources, then of cotirse it
canbewon."

"Thepeople ofiraq overtime --in
one year, three years, five years or 25
years -- will come to realize that
freedomis a good thing to have, that
the opportunity to be a capitilist is a
good thing to have, the opportunity
to go forth and achieve security and
pave the way forchildrenand grand-
childrenisagood thing tohave."

Franks retired as head’ of US
Central Command in August 2003,
several months after Saddam
Husseinwastoppledin Baghdad.

Hehashailed US President George
W. Bush's leadership since the
September 11, 2001, attacks on the
United States and publicly endorsed
the president'sre-electionbid.

PHOTO: AFP
Rescuers search for victims in the deralled train coaches lying in the ravine
in Padre Burgos town, Quezon province some 150km southeast of Manila
yesterday. 12 people were killed while about 160 injured when the Manila
bound commuter train skidded off its tracks.

Iran vows to resist

pressure on nukes
Talks with EU hit snags

AFP, Tehran

Iran vowed yesterday it would "resist”
unfair demands to limit parts of its
suspect nuclear programme, as talks
with Britain, France and Germany on
resolving the, stand-off appeared to
runinto fresh difficulties.

Speaking in a Friday prayer
sermon, the top advisor to Iran's
supreme leader called for "resis-
tance" and complained that Tehran
was subject to "idiotic and childish"
demands.

‘The Europeans "have told us to
stop our nuclear programme and in
return theywill sell us commercial jets
and trains", Ali Akbar Nateq Nuri said.
"Thisisanidioticand childishthing.

"Fortunately, the opinion polls
show that 75 to 80 percent of
Iranians want to resist, and that we

continue our programme and reject

humiliation.”

He said supremeleaderAyatollah
Ali Khamenel, who has the final say
on all matters of state, "has summed
upour policyin one phrase -- ifyou
(the Europeans) are reasonable, we
will negotiate with you; if not, we
have nothing to saytoyou.

"They tell us to suspend enrich-
ment, but it is none of your busi-
ness," said Nateq Nuri, noting that
fuel eycle workwas permitted under
thenuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty

(NET).

Powerful former president Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani said the talks
were still "moving forward step by
step”, butadded that "on one or two
points, we are still far away from
gettingwhatwewant”,

"['think that we can reach a solu-
tion and thatwe canreach an accord
ifthe Eurapeans prove their wisdom
and do not make excessive
demands,” said the charismatic
cleric, who now heads Iran's top
political arbitration body.

Iran ' was this week supposed to
giveits response to demandsit haltits
uranium enrichment in order to avoid
being taken before the UN Security
Councilforpossiblesanctions.

The terms of a preliminary
accord were hammered out during
two days of tough negotiations in
Paris lastweek. )

Fresh talks were held in Tehran
Thursday and Friday, but sources
close to the discussions said a final
dealhadyettobereached.

"It requires a big effort from both
sides," the sourcesaid,

The Europeans are pushing for
Iran' to accept a suspension of its
woik on the nuclear fuel cycle,
including enrichment, to ease
international alarm over what the
United States alleges is a covert
weaponsdrive.



