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3-day mourning
begins in Dhaka
lajuddin leaves for funeral
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The death of Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat sent shockwaves
through the country yesterday and
the government-announced three-
day mourning for the Palestinian

Yasser aft d ies t
- adream unftulfilled

Funeral at Cairo, burial at Ramallah today

--Aemmss,wmk : _
Yasser Arafat, the guerrilla icon’ |/

turned Nobel Peace Prize winner
whoended upisolated andlocked in
renewed conflict with Israel, has
died, his dream of a Palestinian state

- unfulfilled. Hewas 75.

The announcement of the death
of the: Palestinian president, who
symbolised his people's decades-
old’ struggle’ for’' an independent
homeland, ended days of confusion
over his fate as he lay comatose
behind a shroud of secrecy in a Paris
hospital.

"He closed his eyes and his big
heart stopped. He left forGod buthe
is still among this greatpeople,” said
senior Arafat aide Tayeb Abdel
Rahim, who broke into tears as he
announced Arafat's death.

Arafat was to be flown yesterday
from Paris to Cairo, where ‘a funeral
service attended by foreign dignitar-
ies will be held for him today in the
morning. His body will then be
flown by helicopter to his Ramallah
compound, ‘called the Muqata, for
services and hurial'in a mausoleum
laterin theday.

A wave of grief quickly swept
across theWest Bank and Gaza Strip
as soon as the announcement was
made at3:30am.

Thousands of Palestinians ran

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

dayina Paris hnspital aged 75.
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PHOTO; AFP.
Palestinians, Aght, chant s!ugans in Gaza Glty nnrfy yestnrdny aﬂer hearinn the news of Ymer Arafat's death. Veteran Falaslinlan Iaadaf Arafat died yester- :
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‘World leaders see
Arafat as a symbol
of Palestinians

World'leaders reacted to the death
early yesterday of veteran
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat by
: accepting him as a symbol of his
: ‘people's cause, but differed sharply
over his contribution to the Middle
East peace process,

They united, however, in calling
for an end to the long-running and

bloody Israeli-Palestinian mnﬂir:l
via a lasting peace settlement that
would include the creation of an
independentPalestinian state.

US President George W, Bush,
who had' sought to marginalise
Arafat, said his deathwas "a signifi-
cant moment in Palestinian his-
tory," according to a White House
statement. i
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

REUTERS, Ramnallah

Parliament speaker Rawhi Fattouh
‘was named interim 'Palestinian
president on Thursday to, replace
‘YasserArafatwhodied hours before.
A special session of parliament
swore Fattouh into the caretaker

Abbas PLO chief, Fattouh
interim president

position under the Palestinians'
basic law, Fattouh's key task will be
to organize elections within 60 days.
Fattouh has no independent
powerbaseandis widely regarded as
atransitionalleader only.
Reform-minded former prime

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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' Mahmoud Abbas

leader started yesterday.

President ITajuddin Ahmed last
nightleft for Cairo to attend Arafat's
funeral today.

The president and Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia in their mes-
sages. yesterday termed Arafat a
close and trusted friend of
Bangladesh and said Arafat will be
remembered with greathonourhere
for his contribution to deepening
ties between the two nations and
IslamicUmmah,

SEE PAGE 11.COL 1

Illegal foreign_Workers
to face clampdown

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is contemplating
administrative steps to bring foreign
workers and businesses under legal

 bounds and 4 clampdown on short-

term' working: visa holders who
outstay theirtime inBangladesh.

“ A'nine-member high-level com-
mittee has been formed to submit a
report by December 10 after identi-

» antifungal
. antifading
. antiflaking

fying the foreign workers without
. work permits and foreign-owned

businesses which operaté beyond

govemnmentregulations.

The foreign businesses, which
work here without valid documents,
do not adhere to the rules set by the
government to do business in

. Bangladesh, Board of Investment
Executive Chairman Mahmudur
Rahman told The Daily Star yester-
day.

The government is deprived of a
significant amount of revenue from
foreign businesses operating

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Arafat to ba
buried in stene
coffin to allow

Ie- mterment

AP Ramallah .

Yasser Arafat will be buried at his
West Bank headquarters in a stone
coffin, not a wooden one, to allow
his re-interment at a later time in
Jerusalem, top aides said on
Thursday. i

Arafatis tobe buriel:l anSatu:day
at the Ramallah compound, or'
Mugata, to which he had been

nﬂneﬂ by Ismel for nearly three

years,
On Thursday, five bulldozers

 cleared a plot next to the Mugata's
parking lot. A grave was being dug,

said Ahmed Ghneim, atopnfﬁmalin

i Arafat ngtahum\rement.
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wide carpeted road network all
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