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'Aféfat still alive but
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Cairo burinl at his West Bank
headq 15, which would become

" a shrine to the icon of Palestinian
nationalism.
Adding to the confusion, Sheikh
-Tamimi, a leading West
Bank cleric, told reporters on arrival
in Paris: "There is no question of
switching off the equipment. It is
against Islamic law which bans this
type of practice! As long as there is
warmth and life in his body, we can-
not switch off the equipment,” he
said on arriving at the Percy military
clinic.

“He isalive. He isill and his condi-
tion is very bad, but he is still alive."
He repeated the assertion after the
visit.

"I remained at Arafat's side for
almost one hour and I asked God to
relieve his suffering,” Tamimi said.

"As long as there is a manifesta-
tion of life present, from movement
to temperature in the body, then he is
aliye,” he said before entering the
hospital in a Paris suburb. "I will stay

next to the president praying for his
recoveryand for mercy.”

The grand mufti of Jerusalem,
Sheikh a Sabri, said Arafat had
to die naturally, telling reporters:
"Even if it takes days, weeks or
months, it doesn't matter. It's not a
political question."*

On Tuesday a series of contradic-
tory claims about his death con-
cluded with fomllﬁn minister Nabil
Shaath affirming that Arafat was still
alive though on life-support equip-
ment, and yesterday the Palestinian
representative in France Leila Shahid
said there had been nochange.

Arafat "is still alive and in a deep
coma,” Shahid told reporters at 1300
GMT.

"Like yesterday he is in a deep
coma with complications in the
condition of all his vital organs, so he
is in a very eritical state. The reality is
that he is in the hands of God," she
earlier told France Info radio.
LEADERS RETURN HOME
Adelegation of three seniorleaders --
acting chief of PLO, Mahmud Abbas,
prime minister, Ahmed Qurei, and
speaker of the Legislative Assembly,
Raweh Fattuh -- returned to the West
Bank from Paris carly vl,'esr.erday

The Palestinian leadershi
not announce Arafat's death efore
being officially informed by French
authorities, PLO executive commit-

. tee member Salah Rafat told AFP
yesterday.

“There will be no statement from
the Palestinian leadership in
Ramallah before we are officially
informed by French authorities of the
death ofYasser Arafat,” said Rafat.

At Arafat's battered Muqataa
headquarters in the West Bank town
of Ramallah, senior Palestinian
officials paved the way for his succes-
sion and fin lans with Israel
and {E iro-funeral and -

ah burial.

Top Palestinian officials agre:
after an urgent meeting that pa.rlla-
ment speaker Rawhi Fattuh would
serve as acting head of the
Palestinian Authority in the event of
Arafat’s death, in accordance with
the basic Palestinian law.

He would likely serve as a care-
taker administrator for 60 days, when
newelectionsmustbe held.
EGYPT'!OHEIS'}']FUNERAL

t was quietly przpanng yester-
dsgg'p to hold the eventual funeral of
Arafat, with a horde of Arab leaders
and international dignitaries
expected toshowup fortheevent.

The Palestinian Authority also
accepted an offer from Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak to hold an
official funeral ceremony for Arafatin

Cairo, to be followed by burial in-

Ramallah, as per an agreement
reached with Israel.

*The PLO executive committee
and the (Fatah) central committee
agreed unanimously that the funeral
would be in Cairo if Arafat dies and
that he will be buried in Ramallah,”
the head of Arafat's office, Tayeb
Abdelrahim, told AFP.

Egyptian presidential spokesman
Maged Abdul Fattah said the Cairo
ceremony would be "limited inscope
and restricted to officials”.

The decision to hold a funeral in
Egypt for Arafat, who was bomn in
Cairo in 1929 and studied engineer-
ing at Cairo university between 1950
and 1956, was followed earlier talks
between Mubarak and top
Palestinian officials.
BURIALPREPARATION
AT RAMALLAH
The Palestinian Authority and Israel
were preparing for Arafat’s burial at
Ramallah.

Two bulldozers, a mechanical
digger and four heavy dump trucks
were seen inside the Muqataa, clear-
ing wrecked cars and some of the
rubble strewn across the compound,
an AFP correspondentreported.

Workmen were planting saplings
in the courtyard, the correspondent
said.

"Israel made it known to us a few
minutes ago that the Israeli govern-
ment agrees to a Palestinian request
to bury president Arafat in the
Mugqataa,” said negotiations minister
Saeb Erakar, confirming comments
from [sraeli officials.

Palestinian security services
would be responsible for keeping
order in the West Bank town, while
Israeli forces would beef up security
around Ramallah, according to
Israeli officials.

Arafat has always wanted to be
buried in Jerusalem, the city
Palestinians yearn for as the capital of
their promised future state, but
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
has steadfastly refused to counte-
nancetheidea.

Israeli political sources said
ministers decided to allow Arab
leaders and other foreign dignitaries
free access to Ramallah but would
bar Palestinian militants waging a
four-year-old uprising from entering

_the cify. Much_of the West Bank is

under[sraelioccupation.

"This is, after all, a very extraordi-
nary and unique funeral, and we will
have to conduct ourselves like a
responsible government,” Israeli
Deputy Internal Security Minister
Yaacov Edri told Army Radio.
(AFP/Reuters)

Fresh govt timeline
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Sources said a member of the Saudi
Royal family and famous banks of
many countries have expressed
interestto buystakes of Rupali Bank.
A local vested group is also leaving
no stone unturned to take over the
ownership of the bank. But finance
ministry officials said they would
see to it that the divestment process
is completed in a transparent man-
ner.

Safeguarding the integrity of the
divestment process is an overriding
concemn in the light of the gover-
nance issues in the NCBs and their
poor financial condition, the gov-
ernment told the IMF mission.

The government will issue infor-
mationmemorandaforthe publicto
bring and Janata banks to the
point of sale by December 2005 and
December 2006,

A financial advisor will be
appointed to the Agrani Bank by
May 2005 and to the Janata Bank by
June 2006 to bring them to the point
of divestment.

Boardrooms ofthe four NCBs will
be reconstituted and the
Bangladesh Bank's 'fit and proper’
test for board membership applied
by June 2005, ensuring that at least

two board members have relevant
banking experience.

As for the Sonali Bank, the gov-
emmentaims to contain the biggest
NCB's future losses by restricting
the bank's lending activities and
overhauling its operations to the
point where a minority
shareholdingcanbe divested.

"Timelines for the divestment
plan have been set, including for
corporatisation, the appointment of
sales advisors, the treatment of non-
performing loans, feasible methods
for recapitalisation and resolution
ofoutstanding legal issues including
those related to human resource
policies and foreign ownership,” the
government told theIMF mission.

To reform the NBR, the govern-
ment will complete the merged
audits under the Large Taxpayers'
Unit (LTU) system for income tax
and VAT for the 100 largest VAT filers
by April 2005.

The government will also have to
approve the operations manual of
the ITU for VAT and merge the
auditing function of the LTU for
income tax and VAT in the ongoing
Third Review of the PRGF
Arrangement.

2 to die, 3 get life
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courtroom.

The court acquitted Moni and 17
others on:the.grounds that charges
brought against théem were not
proved conclusively.

The punishment of the fugitives
will be effective [rom the date of their
arrestorsurrender, the court said.

Talking to The Daily Star by tele-
phone, Amir Hamza, brother of the
victim, Amir Abdullah Shakil,
expressed his displeasure with the
verdict and said he will appeal with
the High Court against the judge-
ment. He sald Moni was acquitted
even though specific charges were
brought against him in the first
information report (FIR) and in the
charge sheet. Moreover, Hamza said,
Moni and other accused produced
prosecution witnesses before court
and the wilnesses testified according
to thewish ofMoniand others.

Earlier, the prosecution and the
defence completed their arguments
and the court recorded statements of
23 prosecution witnesses.

Assailants gunned down Amir
Abdullah Shakil, 26, former secretary
of Zinjira Market Association and
sports secretary of Zinjira Union
Jatiyatabacli Jubo Dal, and Sentu, 30,

~ a lessee of a cattle market at Zinjira
Bazar, on February 16,2002,

Hamza filed a murder case with
Keraniganj Police Station accusing
Moni and nine others the same day.
The investigation officer pressed
charges against Moni and 22 others
onNovember 20,2002,

The court framed charges against
Moni and 22 others on July 20 last
year. Trial was completed in 130
workdays although it was stayed for
more than nine months following a
High Courtorder.

Earlier on September 3 last year,
the High Comtdlssu;::id a rule ogin the
rmment and sta rocee:
%e case after a criminal revlslt;g:

was filed withit.

The criminal revision was filed
against the tribunal's August 17
rejection of the prayer for withdrawal
of the charges against Moni and nine
others.

The home ministry on July 15 last
year in a letter wrote to the Dhaka
Metropolitan public prosecutor (PP)
to arrange for relieving of Monir and
nine others of the charges. The letter
said the case was false and fabricated.

Special PP Aminul Islam and
advocates ABM Sharfuddin Khan
Mukul, Nazrul Islam and
Mohammad Ali appeared for the
state, while advocates TM Akbar,
Mahbub Ahmed and Masud Ahmed
Talukder defended the accused.

Blood crisis
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Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH), Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University Hospital
(BSMMUH), National Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD),
Ibrahim Memorial Hospital popu-
larly known as the BIRDEM, National
Institute of Orthopaedic and
Rehabilitation (NITOR).

_ Sources at different hospitals said
that due to the blood crisis, they have
rescheduled major operations like

n heart surgery, brain surgery, gall
bladder operation and orthopaedic
surgery.

"We are facing problems due to
the crisis of blood especially in cases
of emergency surgeries. For routine
operations, we are advising patients'
relatives to arrange blood in advance,
which has also become very diffi-
cult,” said Prof Nazrul [slam, director
oftheNICVD.

The worst-hit in the crisis are
thalassemia patients who need a
s ecial type of blood transfusion

ree times a week. Many such

tients are uowhnvlnEblnud trans-
g:[nnunly once a week risking their

Officials at the BRCBC at
Mohammadpur said they hardly
have any stock of blood as voluntary
donation during the Ramadan is very
poor.

"Right now we have less than five
bags of blood in our stock. The situa-
tion is so bad for the last two weeks
that hundreds of clients who come to
us have to go back disappointed,”
said Dr Shahana Jafar, director of the
centre.

The centre usually collects 80 to
100 bags (each containing 500 ml) of
blood during a voluntary blood
donation pro me and keeps a
daily reserve of 50 to 60 bags.

Sandhani, another leading volun-
tary blood donation organisation run
byintern medicalstudents, also faces
similar crisis.

- Sandhani Dhaka Medical College
(DMC) unit collected only about 20
bags of blood from volunteers during
the Ramadan as against about 600
bags amonth earlier.

"During the Ramadan, we are
operating only one blood collection
camp instead of six camps a month
and that one too hardly attracts any
donors,” said Monzurul Haque,
presidentof the unit.

Quantum Foundation, another
privately run blood donation organi-
sation, reported similar crisis, It
collected only about 300 bags of
blood during the Ramadan from its
24,000 donors.

Tareq Mohammad, a member of
the organisation said, "Our routine
voluntary blood donation
programmes have been put off dur-
ing the Ramadan and we are unable
toarrange blood for emergencyuse.”

"The crisis has pushed the price of
a blood bag up. It is now very hard to
find donors, So, mastef the blood we

are now selling comie from profes=

sional donors, who charge high
Ericc. said a dealer at a private blood
ankin Shyamaoli.

ADB
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The project will improve the quality of
initial and in-service includi
professional development, of all eligible
teachers of grades 6-10 in government
and privatesecondaryschools.

It will assist in establishing an
integrated training system by restruc-
turing the National Academy of
Educational Management (Naem) to
become the institutional home of
excellence for secondary school
teachers' training, and by improving
the coordination and performance
standards of teachers' training col-
legesand traininginstitutions.

The pmg'ect will also upgrade the
facilities of Naem and government
teachers' trainingcolleges and institu-
tions, renovating classrooms and
libraries and providing audiovisual
and computerlaboratories.

A non-governmental teachers'
registration and certification agency
(NTRCA) will be established to make
sure that secnnda:?r school teachers
are certified and qualified. The
accreditation system will also be
reviewed and improved.

Directorate of Secondary and
Higher Education and Bangladesh
Bureau of Educational Information
and Statisticswillalsobestrengthened.

To emphasise the importance of
improving education in remote and
under-semd areas, the project will
prioritise giving initial and in-service
training to teachers from those areas,
including ethnic minorities. Also
training of female teachers will be
prioritised.

About 100,000 currently serving
untrained teachers will be trained up
under the project, while 50,000 new
teachers will be Imﬂ:l.rted training at
teachers training colleges and institu-
tions. All 17,000 head teachers will
benefitfrom theupgraded training.

Professional development pro-
grams to be introduced by the project
will also benefit more 200,000
servingteachersand 700 trainers.

*The ultimate beneficiaries are the
pupils, who will receive better educa-
tion, produce better results, and
perform better in the labour market,*
said Sarvi.

"Secondary education of good
quality is of utmost importance in
creating a basis for competitiveness
and economic development, which
are necessary for successfully tackling
thechallengesofglobalisation.”

Faizee's father
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No hearing of the petition, however,
took place yesterday.

The counsel for the petitioner told
reporters that hearing of the supple-
mentary petition may take place on
November 24, the day fixed for hear-
ingofthe earlier petition.

The HC bench on November 8
issued a rule on the publishers,
editors and reporters concerned of
The Daily Prothom Alo and the Daily
Bhorer Kagoj, asking them to éxplain
why contempt proceedings should
not be drawn against them for run-
ning thereports.

&

Patters on
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Bhaban yesterday moming the US
State Department functionary assured
the CPA to help transform the portintoa
premium one in thisregion.

The port officials present apprised
Patterson of the status of different
development rojects and future
development E :m.-; of the CPA. After
the meeting, he visited some of the
project sites and jetties at the port
accompanied by CPA Member (Fi-
nance) Ahamad Abul Kashem,
Member (Operations) Captain
Quamrul Hossain and Member (Engi-
neering) Lutful Kabir.

The US deputy assistant secretary
later went to the CEPZ and sat in a
discussion with its management. In
the meeting CEPZ General Manager
Ashraful Haq Khan presented a paper
detailing the significant features of the

pledges

zone including the facilities itoffersto
investors and the prevailing invest-
mentclimate,

Patterson also visited the factory of
Yongone Corporation of Korea at CEPZ
and talked with some of the investors
atthezone.

Ashmaful Haq said the US high
official was impressed with the conge-
nial atmosphere and facilities inves-
‘tors enjoy at CEPZ and made a promise
to work for increased US investment
there,

Later, in the afternoon Patterson
called on Prime Minister's Adviser on
Parliamentary Affairs Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury at his Goods Hill
residence and held a meeting in the
evening with the local leaders of
Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers
and Exporters Association,

Opposition cries
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Management Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yousuf said such incidents
‘might have taken place in the past.
He assured the opposition lawmak-
ers ofbalanced allocation of funds for
all constituencies irrespective the
lawmakers' political identity.

The second phase development
work under test relief and the FWP
begins shortly in 122 constituencies
with an allocation of 100 tonnes of
food and Tk 20 lakh, senior
offi of the ministry told the
committee meeting.

The opposition lawmakers
alleged their constituencies were not
included in the list of 122 constituen-
cies. "You should look into the matter
so that no discrimination takes place
in the process of development of the
constifuencies,” JP lawmaker Noor
Mohammad Mandal told the minis-
teratthe meeting, sources said.

AL lawmakers Kazi Sirajul Islam
and Noor- E- Alam Chowdhury
expressed similar views and
demanded equal allocation of devel-
opment funds forall constituencies.

The minister assured that the
remaining constituencies would get
development funds in the next

phase.

DISCUSION ONMONGA

The parliamentary body also dis-
cussed monga (near famine situa-
tion) in the northwestern region of
the country. It decided to visit the
region after the Eid vacation to for-
mulate a guideline to eliminate the
crisis in the eight monga- hit districts.

* Allocation of relieffor monga-hit
people every year is not a solution to
the crisis. We have to eliminate
monga by creating employment
opportunities in the region. The
parliamentary body will recommend
initiatives to this end," Chairman of
the body Mohammad Shajahan told
The Daily Star after the meeting.

Noor Mohammad, elected from
monga-hit Rangpur, said people of
the region face financial crisfs at this
time every year due to lack of jobs.
This year the crisis took asetious turn
because of the devastated floods, he
added.

The parliamentary body thanked
the prime minister and the food and
disaster management minister for
what it said is successfully handling
the post-flood rehabilitation
programmes.

PSC puts off action
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Mahbubur Rahman guilty of graft
beyond doubt.

Based on the probe findings and
with approval of the president and
the prime minister the information
ministry decided to give compul-
sory retirement to Rahman and sent
aletter onJuly 7 to the PSC secretary
geeking the, commission's, gpinion
onthe decision. But the PS€ is yetto
come up withits opinion.

When asked, a PSC official on
condition of anonymity said the
commission is checking whether
the ministry did any procedural
fault in recommending action
against Rahman, who is now posted
at National Institute of Mass
Communication.

Officials at the information
ministry onthe otherhand ruled out
any possibility of procedural lapse,
as high officials from other minis-
tries and their law experts were also

involved in the decision-making
process.

One of them quipped, "Does the
PSC thinkthe presidentand premier
also approved the decision without
checking the validity of the pro-
cess?"

The former DG of DFP stands
accused under articles 3(B) and 3(D)
of the Public Servant (Discipline and
Appeal) Rules, 1985 and the com-
pulsory retirement would be given
underArticle4 (3) of the rules,

Official sources said the ministry
initially proposed that the president
fire Rahman outright under Article
7(7) ofthe rules. But the president on
humanitarian ground reduced the
punishment to compulsory retire-
mentwith retirement benefits,

Rahman as the DG of DEP was
found to have misappropriated
huge amount ofmoney from various
purchases and projects and through
tenderforgeries.

Outlaw killed
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Chuadanga district on Tuesday
noon when he went to collect toll at
a BNP leader's house at village
Dinonathpur in Sadar upazila at
about3:pm.

Sahidul demanded Tk 1 lakh toll
tolocal BNP leader Nurunnabi Nuru
several days ago and threatened to
kill him if he failed to pay. As the
criminal entered the house, police
waitingat the housearrested him.

Sahidul, 32, hailing from village
Gulshanpara in Sadar upazila was
accused in 20 cases including 5 of
murders, police said.

Following his confessional state-
ment, police raided village
Dinnonathpur in Sadar upazila and
seized a pistol and two rounds of
bullets.

While returning to the police
station, the team came under fire by
Sahidul'saides.

The law enforcers returned fire,
triggering a shootout for about an
hour, officer-in-charge of Sadar
Police Stationsaid.

Trying to escape from the police

van, Sahidul received bullets and
diedonthespot.

Police sent his body to
Chuadanga Sadar Hospital for
autopsy.

In Meherpur, outlawed cadres
slaughtered a farmer at village
Chalkmallikpur in Sadar upazila on
the same night.

A gang entered the house of
farmer Mizanur Rahman, 37, took
him to a nearby field and slaugh-
tered himthere, police sources said.

Police recovered the body and
sent to Meherpur Sadar Hospital for
autopsy.

" Acasewas filed.

In Meherpur, unidentified crimi-
nals hurled a bomb on the com-
pound of Deputy Commissioner's
(DC) residence in the court area on
Tuesday night.

"I suspect it was a simple cracker
blasted by someone as an act of
fun," said the DC Mir Ahmad, talk-
ingover telephone.

Later police seized splinters and
apairofsandals fromthespot.

Errant GPO staft
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collect the pension and bonus of his
uncle at 9:00am yesterday said his
pension book was registered at 12
noon. "I am yet to get the serial
number,” Dulal told The Daily Star at
around 1:00pm.

The pensioners said the pension
disbursement procedure is too
lengthy and troublesome. They have
to get their pension books registered
first. Then those are sent to the
clerks who delay signing the books
forpayment, theyalleged.

The government this year began
to disburse festival bonus to the
pensioners for the first time. To
receive the bonus the recipients
needed to fill up a different form but
the GPO staff also harassed them
while distributing the form.

Although the form is supposed to
be distributed for free, some staff
charged Tk 20 to Tk 30 from the
pensioners, another retired official
alleged.

Many people came to collect
pension and Eid bonus but returned
with only bonus, which is 50 percent
of one month's pension. Jahanara

Begum, an aggrieved pensioner
said, "What will I do with this little
amountofmoney?"

"I have come here to collect my
pension of last 5 months,” the 62-
year-old woman added. Finding the
long queue she decided to go back
home and come after Eid.

A section of GPO staff allegedly
told the retired officials and their
relatives that they would not get the
bonus after Eid if they fail to collectit
by yesterday. When asked, an
accountant at GPO could not give
satisfactoryreply.

Nawshad Kamal, who regularly
collects the pension of his father;
received Tk 100 less than what she
was supposed to get for a month. "1
did not know the correct figure. 1
noticed it when I calculated the
amount later. I do not know why
theypaid meless."

When The Daily Star correspon-
dent drew attention of Senior
Accountant Mohammad
Amanullah about the numerous
complaints of the pensioners, he
denied the allegations and said,
"You better go there and see."

[ I
| Iraqi PM's
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stronghold, which became a no-go
area for US forces after a battle in
April ended in stalemate and the
military withdrew. They are lurking
inside crumbling houses and apart-
ment buildings, shooting at the
soldiers during breaks in the US
shelling.

"As for casualties on the insur-
gents' side I can tell you that they are
dying. Alotof them are dying and this
is a good thing," said marine spokes-
man Lieutenent Lyle Gilbert.

"We are downing them," said
marine Major Todd Desgrosseilliers.

"We are using good old American
firepower.”

Marines said 20 guerillas had
been killed on Tuesday in the north-
western Jolan area, about half of
them by snipers. Bodies were buried
under buildings that had been
floored by artillery and ground fire.

At least 38 rebels died a day earlier
in heavy clashes that broke out after
US and Iraqgi troops stormed the
main hospital and two strategic
bridges to the west before the main
assaultbegan.

KIDNAPPED RELATIVES
THREATENED WITH DEATH
Allawi's office confirmed that the
premier’s cousin, Ghazi Allawi, 75,
and Ghazi's unnamed daughter-in-
law had been abducted, but would
not confirm or deny a report that his
wife hadalso beenabducted.

The cousin, a businessman, had
nothing to do with politics and
worked in public administration, a
statementsaid.

A source from the premier’s Iraqi
National Accord (INA) party had
earlier said that Ghazi Allawi's wife
was also abducted.

Asked why no reference was made
to her, an official from the prime
minister's office said they were not
denyinganything.

In an Internet statement moni-
tored in Dubai, the previously
unknown Group of Partisans of Holy
War (Jamaat Ansar al-Jihad) said
"elements” of its organisation had
"kidnapped threerelatives” of Allawi.

"We proclaim our responsibility
for this blessed operation in this
blessed month (of Ramadan), and we
give the vassal government, in partic-
ular the agent Allawi, a deadline of 48
hours to respond to our conditions,”
the statement said.

"We demand the liberation of all

_prisoners in Iraq, women and men,

and the lifting of the siege and the
haltto the assault against Fallujah,” it
said.

If the government “does not
satisfy our ‘demands, they will be
decapitated.”

(RBHIEB.AFP}

Eid rush pushes '
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Though the six- day vacation beg:n.s
today, Bangladesh Bank (BB) yester-
day instructed state-run Sonali and
Janata banks to keep open their
branches at certain commercially
vital places except on Eid Day and
cﬁy after. The branches of the
twn nationalised commercial banks
are those at the customs houses in
Dhaka and Chittagong, inland
container depotat Kamalapur inthe
capital, Benapole land port and
export processing zones.

The central bank however dis-
missed the businessmen's demand
for transactions at commercial
banks on Saturday, as the banks
would not have the number of
security personnel needed on the
eveofthe Eid.

Moreover, the central bank
pointed out, if commercial banks
are kept open on Saturday, the BB
also have to open and run its clear-
ance house, which would not be
viable in view of the small volume of
transactions expected during the
Eid holidays.

But business community, espe-
cially the exporters and importers,
argued their inability to open letters
of credit (L/Cs) during the long six
days would affect international
trade. Besides, they said,
shopowners would also be unable to
deposit to banks the huge cash they
would gather from the Eid sales
boom, posingasecurity concern.
(Details on page6)

Trader shot
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Hossain, 44 with bullets.

With seven bullets, most of them
inthechest, Delwar collapsed on the
floor and died instantly.

The criminals shot Jamal Uddin,
14, a puffed rice vendor, in the chest
and a leg as he pelted stone at the
windshie%d of the cab carrying the
fleeingeriminals.

Jamal is undergoing treatment at
Chest Disease Hospital, Mohakhali
in acritical condition.

The criminals left the spot in the
same Navana yellow taxicab by
which they came, said an eyewit-
ness.

F sources said Delwar had a
feud with Nasir Uddin, a former
ward commissioner contestant,
after a Tk 20,000 cheque that Nasir
gave to Delwar bounced recently.

Later police arrested Nasir
Uddin, suspecting his hand in the

g
Mohammad Zakir, manager of
the rice shop and a cousin of the
victim, said about one and a half
hour after the killing, he received a
ﬁjhane call from one introducing
mself as top criminal Ashiq who
said he killed Delwar after being
refused Tk two lakh astoll.

He said the killers threatened
him and the deceased trader's eldest
son Mehedi, telling them to pay the
demanded toll.

The caller also told him to hand
over the mobile phone either to the
officer-in-charge (OC) of Pallabi
Police Station orto any Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) official,” Zakir said,
a;l]t]i[ng thatlater the OCtalked to the
caller.

-
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by weekend tomorrow and a four-
dayEid vacation from Saturday.

Every year, around four million
peopleleave the capital on the eve of
the eid braving lot of sufferings in
theirjourney home.

Manyofthe homebound passen-
gers of different modes of transport
said that as in the previous years,
they would forget the troubles on
theirwayonce they reachhome.

The rush of homebound passen-
gerswill now continue to increase to
reach its climax a couple of days
aheadofthe Eid.

Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, buses, trains and launches are
charging much higher fare from
passengers. They are also carrying
passengers beyond their capacity,
making the journey risky. Usually
the government takes steps on the
eve ofeid to checkoverloading.

Today is the holiday for Lailatul
Qadr, tomorrow is weekly holiday
and the four-day Eid holiday will
start day after tomorrow.

However, city shopping centres
are expected to witness brisk busi-
ness at the fag end of Ramadan as
peopleare in the last-minute buying
spree.

SADARGHAT

Passengers were seen yesterday
reaching Sadarghat launch terminal
in heavy traffic congestion between
Gulistan and the terminal. A five-
minute journey at other times now
takes more than an hour,

However, deployment of Rapid
Action Battalion (Rab) alongside
paramilitary BDR and police has
improved discipline and order in the
terminal area.

The law enforcing agencies
removed all makeshift shops at the
terminal yesterday to easeé move-
ment of passengers. Many passen-
gers expressed satisfaction at this.
But they are not getting any cabins
to book even offering higher fare,
they said.

"We are ready to pay additional
fare but launch operators say all
cabins have been booked ," said
Karim, a Bholabound passenger.

As in the past few days, most of
the launches anchored in the mid-
river. Passengers reached the vessels
by overloaded boats, risking acci-
dent. And many launches were seen
overloaded with passengers.
KAMALAPUR
Brokers at Kamlapur Railway
Station yesterday sold tickets charg-
ing double the normal fare even
amml tight security.

* Railway Staffdt ticket counters
said all advance tickets up to the eid
havebeensold.

Hundreds of passengers were °

desperately looking for tickets
yesterday only to get disappointed.
They had no option but to look for
brokers to collect tickets paying
extra fare.

Although passengers were not
getting tickets at the station counter,
brokers were selling those at higher
prices, many passengers alleged.

Showing a ticket collected [rom a
broker, Mintu Ahmed said, * It is
nothing new to me, every year tick-
ets are available with brokers when
all advance tickets are sold out from
counters.”

When these correspondents
posing as passengers approached
some porters at the station for man-
aging nine advance tickets of Sylhet
bound Upaban on Friday, one of

them said, "I csﬂ(manage theser

tickets from the station office within
20 minutes. But you have to pay Tk
300 instead of Tk 180 for each chuir
coach ticket.”

Another porter, Sayed, said he
could manage tickets of Chittagong
bound trains from station affice on
paymentofhigher fare.

"It is true that we are charging
extra fare but we help many passen-
gersgettickets,” headded.

No law enforcers were not found
thereat the time.

Station Manager Solaiman
Shikder however denied any mal-
practices saying, "We have not
received any complaints of irregu-
larities asyet"

Some members of a police patral
also denied that brokers were selling
tickets at thestation.

Meanwhile, police yesterday

arrested a commission agent of the

station-- Mozammel Haq-- on

charge ofirregularities.
MOHAKHALIL

The sitution at Mohakhali bus ter-
minal was somewhat better yester-
day mainly because of the presence
of Rab. Harassment of passengers

was not seen but some bus opera- 91
I

torswere charging extra fare.

A bus conductor however said, "/
Rab is patrolling the terminal, so .
there is no scopé to charge higher
fare." :

But a passenger, Farruq Hossain,
said. "We know we have to pay extra
fare to go home one the eve of the
eid, yet we forget the sufferings only’

for areunion with our near and dea.r i

ones.

SC rejects appéai

)

.

against bail order ™
of Shahriar Kabit ',

STAFF CORRESPONDENT nedn
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The Supreme Court (SC) yesterday

rejected a two-year-old govemnment
appeal against a High Court order'of
ad- interim bail and stay of remand
of journalist Shahriar Kabir in cun-
nection witha sedition case.

The Appellate Division of the éC
yesterday turned down the appéal
on the grounds that it has becorfe
infructuous to be taken into consig-

eration. '
Additional Attorney Gene
Abdur Rezzak Khan told The Daily

Star last night that the governmeht
appealed immediately after the HC
order but the hearing tuok plnne
yesmrday.

‘The police arrested wrile!r
journalist Shahriar Kabirand filed a
case against hirm under Section 54 of
Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC).
Later, he was shown arrested in'a
sedition case filed for aiding two
foreign journalists of UK-based TV
network Channel-4 in Decnmber
2002.

The additional attorney general
said the arrestee appealed with the
High Courtseeking bail inthe earligr
case and his lawyer later submitt
supplementary affidavit to get bail
in the sedition case. He contended
that the petitioner merged one case
with another by filing the supple-
mentary affidavit, whlch is not
proper.

Barrister Amir-ul lslnm moqu
forShahriarKabir. |

l.

Opposition plans

FROM PAGE 12
Narayanganj on September 22 was
successful and widelyappreciated.

Before the formation of the next
human chain, the opposition party
leaders will visit across the country
to mobile district and upazila level
leaders and activists and drum up
support of the common people for
their programme.

"We will form the nationwide
human chain in mid December and
we are considering a possible date
that is December 15," said an AL
leader.

About today's meeting, JSD
President Hasanul Haq Inu said,
"We will chalk out the programmes
that will be enforced after Eid. We
will also discuss ways to give the
ongoing movement of pro-

 liberation and progressive forces d

combinedshape.”

"We do not want anymore break
in the oust-government move-
ment,” headded.

General Secretary of the
Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) Mujahidul Islam Selim how-
ever said the possibility oflaunching
an oust-government movement
fmmas[ng!ep!atl’omumlh theALis
very thin. "We will go for simulta-
neous movement with similar
programmes from respective party
positions,”

"We have agreed to launch a co-
ordinated movement against the
misdeeds of the present govern-
ment,” the CPB leader said. "We
want the next general elections to be
free from black money and muscle

er."

AL Joint General Secretary
Obaldu] Quader said the main

position party wotld continue its

ons to unite pro-democracy and
prn-ﬂhemrjon forces and work out
action programmes to free the
nation from the prevailing “disas-
trous” situation.

*Tomorrow’s meeting will final-
ise the concrete proposals of the
opposition parties about reforms of
the caretaker government system,"

-

—
1

hetoldThe Daily Staryesterday. |

The AL has been demanding
reforms of the system for quite some
time but itisstill unclearwhat sort of
reforms it wants. Party insiders said
they want neutral persons as the
next caretaker government chief
and his advisors.

"The person who s supposed to
head the next caretaker government
isloyal to the present rulers,” said an
AL leader. "So we want a chief advi-
sor who will be neutral and aceept-
able to all," he added wilhoutelnbo-
ratingthe matter.

Besides, the main uppusil!on
party is considering a demand for
strengthening the Election
Commission and giving the election
related tasks to EC's own officials
instead of deputy commissioners
who are directly under the govern-
ment.

Introducing voters' identity card
isanother demand of the party.

Asked about the possible
reforms, AL General Secretary Abdul
Jalil in a recent press conference
said, "We want nomination of advi-
sors to the interim government in
consultation with the political
parties having representation in the
Jatiya Sangsad.”

The AL leaders will discuss the -
reform proposals with the party
chief, Sheikh Hasina, when she
returns home fromthe US at the end
of thismonth.

Shantu :
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People's Democratic Front a

the PCJSS for damaging the spirit
peace treaty.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (ISD’
President Hasanul Haque Inu
Workers Party leader Haider Akb
Khan Rono and Communist Party
Bangladesh leader Dibalok Sing a]s?
addressed the megting,



