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New violence
in Ivory Coast
Kkills seven

AFR, Abidjan

Supporters of President Laurent
Gbagbo clashed with French troops
inastandoffthatkilled atleast seven
people, boosting tensions in Ivory
Coast despite an upbeat assessment
of peace prospects by South African
President Thabo Mbeki.
The violence outside Abidjan's
( hwooury Hotel Ivoire, less than one
kilometer (half a mile) from the
presidential residence where the
heads of state met, took the reported
death toll from the week of unrest to
132 people across the divided west
Alricanstate.

Mbeki left Abidjan after his day-
long mission on behalf of theAfrican
Union saying he was "pleased” by
Gbagbe's commitment to restoring

peace. :

The South African president has
been a key mediator in the two years
of turmoil in Ivory Coast, which
flared again Thursday with air
strikes Gbagbo said he had ordered
to "liberate and reunify the country”
but which the international com-
munity has condemned as a viola-
tion ofan 18-month-old ceasefire.

PHOTO: AFP
A Palestinian policeman watches fwo young boys as they walk past portraits of alling leader Yasser Arafat, outside
the Mugataa, Arafat's headquarters in the West Bank city of Ramallah yesterday. The death of Arafat, who has been
lying inacomain a French hospital for a week, was expected to be announced at his West Bank headquarters follow-
ing ameeting of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) executive committee.

Palestinian factions
call for calm

Leaders discuss crisis in joint PLO-Fatah talks

AFP, Gaza City

The 13 main Palestinian factions on
Wednesday urged the population
not to open fire or riot following any
official announcement that veteran
leader Yasser Arafat has died, an
IslamicJihad leader said.

The factions unanimously
decided to "call on the Palestinian
people not to fire into the air or set
fire to tyres in the streets," said
Khaled al-Batsh.

Warning Palestinians against
obstructing streets, they urged the
people to refrain from attacking
public property and shops, and to
behave responsibly, he added.

The decisions were taken late
Tuesday at a meeting on the neces-
sary amrangements should Arafat,
who has spent the last week in a
coma in a French military hospital,
be declared dead.

The groups, including Hamas,
Islamig Jihad, the Popular Front for

the Liberation of Palestine and
Arafat's Fatah party, also decided
that condolence ceremonies woulld
be held in the leader's Gaza City
headquarters.

On Saturday, prime minister
Ahmed Qorei urged Palestinians not
to allow themselves to be dragged
into internecine warfare should
Arafatdie.

Palestinian leaders began a joint
meeting of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation and the Fatah central
committee here Wednesday as
Yasser Arafat lay fighting for his life
in France.

Sources inside the Muqataa,
Palestinian leader Arafat's leader-
ship compound, confirmed that the
meeting had begun with former
prime minister Ma.hmud Abbas in
thechair.

Current premier Ahmed Qorei
and foreign minister Nabil Shaath
were also attending the meeting, the

sourcesadded.

Abbas, Qorei, Shaath and parlia-
ment speaker Rawhi Fattuh all
returned to the West Bank in the
early hours aftervisiting Arafat at his
hospital bedside in a military hospi-
tal on the southwestern outskirts of
Paris.

After the joint Fatah-PLO meet-
ing, the most senior members would
also be joined by leaders of other
Palestinian factions such as the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine at around 1:00 pm (1100
GMT).

Apart from being briefed on
Arafat's condition, committee
members were also expected to
decide on an offer by Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak to host a
funeral in Cairo in the event of
Arafat'sdeath.

The Palestinian representative in
Paris, Leila Shahid, said Wednesday
that Arafat was still alive but in a
deep coma and his fate was "in the
handsof God".
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Blast wounds
Dutch police
in raid

BBC NEws Omma

Three Dutch police officers have
been wounded in an explosion
duringan anti-terror raid on ahouse
in The Hague. Police said two of
them were seriously injured by the
grenade blast. Shots were also fired
duringthe raid.

Thearea - near the Holland Spoor
train station - was sealed off and
airspace immediately over it was
closed.

Meanwhile a Muslim school in
Uden has been burned dawn - part
of a spate of attacks following the
murder of film-maker Theo van
Gogh, a critic of Islam. Attacks have
targeted Christian and Muslim
buildings across the Netherlands.

Palice said there were still sus-
pects in the building raided in The
HagueonWednesday.

Van Gogh, murdered in
Amsterdam a week ago, had
received death threats after the
release of his latest film controver-
sially portraying domestie violence
in Muslim societies. It showed
images ofasemi-naked womanwith
Koranicseript daubed onherbody

Ashcroft, Evans resign
ﬂ'om Bush cabinet

REUTERS, Washingron
o USAnomey General John Asheroft,
a lighming rod of criticism by civil

' liberties groups for his anti-terror
. policies after the Sept. 11 attacks

' and who once even ordered the

. robing of two partially nude statues
in his department, resigned on
Tuesday.
| A leading candidate to replace

. Asheroft is former Deputy Attorney

. General Larry Thompson, who once

. man' the department under Ashcroft

and faithfully implemented his

policies.

. Others likely candidates were

- White House counsel Alberto

Gonzales, President Bush's election

saign chairman Marc Racicot
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statues covered up at the Justice
Department so he would no longer
be photographed in [ront of them,
began what is expected to be a
gradual Cabinet reshuffle ahead of
Bush's second termon Jan. 20.

Ashcroft, who missed nearly a
month of work earlier this year
because of pancreatitis and surgery
to remove his gallbladder, had long
been a target of criticism by civil
liberties groups and some
Democrats in Congress over, the
Bush administration's anti-
terrorism policies adopted after the
Sept. 11,2001, attacks.

Asheroft defended the policies as
necessary to prevent another attack
and strongly supported a sweeping
anti-terror law, the Patriot Act, that

.gave the governmentithe
tap phunu trackInternet usageand
cell phones and detain immigrants.

But in a major blow for Ashcroft,

T lo

on June 28 this year the US Supreme
Court rejected the administration’s
position in a pair of rulings and said
terror suspects could use the
American judicial system to chal-
lenge their confinement.

A month before that, Asheroft
warned at a news conference that al
Qaeda planned in the next few
months to attack the United States.
The attack never occurred, and
Asheroft was criticized for failing to
give any details and for scaring
people.

“The demands of justice are
both rewarding and depleting,"
Asheroft said in a handwritten
resignation letter to Bush dated
Nov. 2, the day the president was re-
elected, "I take great personal
anuafactmnlnﬂaem:nl‘dwhlch as
*heen developed: The safety of
Americans from crime and terror
hasbeenachieved."

Police break up
Kashmir protests

AFP, Kashmir

Riot police fired teargas Wednesday
to break up a fourth day of protests
inrevolt-hitIndianashmir over the
alleged rape of a girl and her mother
by Indiantroops, police said.

Several hundred demonstrators,
shouting "God is great, punish the
guilty," retaliated by hurling back
the exploded teargas shells at police
and pelting them with stones and
bricks.

The clashes erupted in Srinagar,
summer capital of India's only
Muslim-majority state, racked by a
deadly 15-year-old insurgency
against New Delhi'srule.

Seven demonstrators and five
policemen were injured, police said.
Eight protesters were taken into
custody

iui There have! been: four days’ of
‘protests’ since the mother and
daughter reported the alleged sex-
ual assault, the third such accusa-

tion against Indian forces in less
than twoweeks.

Indian army chief General N.C.
Vij has taken charge of an army
probe into the newest claim,
demanding its completion within a
week. Anyone found guilty "will be
expeditiously dealt with," his office
saidinastatement.

The major who led the search of
the family's house has been trans-
ferred to other duties "pending
inquiries," anarmyspokesman said.

Doctors conducted physical
examinations of the mother and
daughter but no report has been
made public. The scenic Himalayan
state's government has also
announced an investigation.

Mehbooba Mufti, daughter of
Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed, and president
of sthe regioral ruling Peoples
Democratic Party, "bradded the
alleged incident "brutal and
shameful".

Kashmiri Muslim men hurl rocks at palicemen in clouds of teargas during 2 protest, in Srina
peaple were hurt when police baton-charged a group of Kashmiris

testing at the alleged r
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weekend of a Muslim girland her mather by Indian troops, police and witnesses said. Clashes broke out after several
hundred Muslims, mostly youths, took to the streets chanting anti-government and anti-army slogans.

Gunmen kill three
outside Karachi
: I_nosque

Unidenti.ﬁed gunmen shot dead
three members of a Pakistani reli-
gious party here overnight in an
apparent row over donations during
the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan, police saidWednesday.
The assailants opened fire on
- members of the Karachi-based
Sunni Tehreek outside a mosque in
the city's Shah Faisal Colony neigh-
bourhood late Tuesday and fled in a
vehicle, leaving three people dead
and four injured, senior police
officer Mushtaq Shah said.

"The incident has nothing to do
withsectarianism," Shah told AFP.

The group has blamed the eth-
nic-based Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MOQM) for the killings,
Shahsaid.

He said the incident could be
linked to the collection of donations
during Ramadan, when Muslims
offer cash to help the poor, religious
groups, charitable organisations
and welfare bodies.

Uma Bharti suspended
from BJP

PTI, New Delhi

Firebrand BJP leader Uma Bharti
was suspended yesterday from BJP
and removed as general secretaryon
a charge of indiscipline after she
defiantly walked out of a party
meeting demanding action against
some leaders who she alleged were
planting news against her in the
media.

The party also issued a show
cause notice to the 45-year-old
leader asking her why she should
notbe expelled.

The dramatic developments,
climaxing a month-long cold war
between Bharti and former BJP
President M Venkaiah Naidu and
Pramod Mahajan, took place in full
glare of television cameras, some-
thingunknownto BJP

Bharti, who resigned as Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister in August
following revival of a eriminal case

against her in Karnataka, was sus-
pended from the party shortly after
"on account of her conduct” on the
demand of office bearers, senior
partyleader aswant Singh said.

The backward face of BJB who is
alsoaleading participantin the Ram
temple movement, has often spoken
out on issues in the party and was
only last week made general secre-
taryafter ashowofreluctance.

As the first meeting of newly
appointed office bearers was on in
which Advani referred to quarrelling
among party leaders through the
media and pointedly referred to
Bharti saying "there is alimit to how
much departure from discipline can
be tolerated."This provoked Bharti
who got up and attacked "four-five"
leaders in the meeting who she
charged with spreading stories
against her in off the record brief-
ings. She demanded a discussion on
theissue.

As a shocked triumvirate of BJP
President LK Advani, former Prime
Minister LK Advani and Jaswant
Singh, sitting on the dais, she left the
hall in the party headquarters when
Advani dismissed her demand for
discussion.

Bharti, who has been at the
centreof intra-party wranglings ever
since she stepped down as Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister and wasin a
row with former Party president M
Venkaiah Naidu, Pramod Mahajan
and Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, was red
withangeras sheleft the hall.

“There are four-five people in
this hall who do the off the record
briefings (against her) which
appear as headlines and people
like here were not similarly capa-
ble. So we are forced to save our
honour by being compelled to
speak on record and that is being
branded as indiscipline,” she said

as shewalked out.

Rahul Gandhi
hits out at
Thackarey

PTI, Amethi

Hitting back at Bal Thackeray,
Congress MP Rahul Ganehi said on
Tuesday that the Sena supremo
should concentrate on "doing
something" for Maharashtrainstead
oflookingforabridefor him.

"I shall definitely consider the
recommendation of Thackeray,"
Rahul quipped when pointed out
that the Sena supremo had said that
he would look for a "Hindustani
bride" for him.

He, however, replied with an
emphatic no when asked whether
hewould be "seeing" the girl recom-
mended by Thackeray.

The first-time MP asked
Thackeray to do "something for

Maharashtra instead of looking fora |

bride for him."

'l am open to suggestions and
proposals from any quarters on any
matter. [amstilllearning. Evenifsome
one abuses me I shall hear it but the
decisionwould be mine," said Rahul.

MAHATHIR SAYS
Muslims will be
"tortured"

by Bush

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Former Malaysian premier
Mahathir Mohamad said Sunday
that Muslims would be "tortured”
for the next four years after US
President George W. Bush won a
second term.

"We are sad that this man who
has caused the mass killings in Iraq
has been re-elected to lead his
country," Mahathir told some 300
people dt a gathering to break fast
duringthe holymonthof Ramadan.

*So for the next four years, the
world's Muslim community will be
tortured by this heartless and merci-
less man," hesaid.

Mahathir had last month pre-
dicted that Bush would win the
November 2 election because
Americans were "very ignorant”
peopleand would "acceptaliar".

Mahathir, who retired in October
2003 after 22 years in power, told The
Star in an interview last month that

' the US electorate "appears to be

willingto accept a personwho told a
blatantlie and to elect a liar as their
L

“The American people are, hy
and large, very ignorant and know

no f about the rest of the world.
They think that America is the
world, " he said.

L AR

PHOTO: AFP
Mahathir Mohamad, former prime minister of Malaysia, delivers his keynote
addrass at the closing of the Businessweek CEQ Forum, in Beijing yester-
day. Mahathir spake on a topic entitled "The Leadership Edge: Buildin gﬁhs
Future of Asia”.
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Kerry vows to press on
with agenda in Senate

REUTERS, Washingron

John Kerry returned to the US
Capitol on Tuesday, vowed to fight
on in the Senate for the changes
sought bysupporters of his failed US
presidential bid and did not rule out
anotherWhite House run.

"Fifty-four plus million
Americans voted for health care,
they voted for energy independ-

ence, they voted for unity in
America, they voted for stem-cell
research, they voted for protecting
Social Security," the four-term
senator from Massachusetts told
reporters as he met with two top
Democratic congressionalleaders.

"We need to be unified," Kerry
said in his first public comments
since conceding defeat to President
BushinlastTuesday'selection.

"We have a very clear agenda,
and I'm going to be fighting for that
agenda with all of the energy that [
have and all of the passion I brought
to the campaign," Kerrysaid.

Kerry did not rule out another
White House bid, but joked about a
comment by his brother, Cameron,
inThe Boston Globe onTuesday that
sucharunis “conceivable.”

*It's inconceivable to me that
anyone is even telking about that

stuffrightnow," said Kerry, flanked by

Senate Minority Whip Harry Reid, a
Nevada Democrat, and House of
Representatives Minority Leader
Nancy Pelosi, a California Democrat.

"We have a lot of things to talk
about, a lot of things to do," Kerry
said.

While Democrat Al Gore adopted
a relatively low profile immediately
after losing the 2000 White House
race to Bush, Kerry clearly intends to
remain in thespotlight.

Having spent most of the past
year on the campaign trail, he plans
to return fo the Senate next week
when Congress holds what is
expected to be a brief post-election
session.

The new 109th Congress is to
convene in January with
Republicans enjoying bolstered
majorities in the House and Senate,
thankstolastweek's election.

Kerry met on Tuesday with Reid
and Pelosi in the House Democrat's
leadership office and discussed
their plans as members of the
minority party on Capitol Hill.

As television cameras rolled,
Pelosi said, "I want to tell Senator
Kerry how proud we were of himand
are of him. His candidacy for presi-
dent of the United States energized
America .... His legacy is a great one,
butitwill continue, ['msure."

Government of the People’s Republtc of Bangladesh

Office of the Director General

Directorate of Youth Development

Ministry of Youth and Sports

108, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Memo No. DYD/YTC/Cox's Bazar-CWE/28/2004-121

Tender Notice

Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No-2911 are invited from eligible contractors/contractor’s firms renewed in 2004-
2005 financial year for execution of the undermentioned worl of
litled “Establishment of 18 New Youth Training Centres (1% Phase-8 Centres)' of the Direclorate of Youth

x's Bazar Youth Training Centre under the Project

Dated: 26/10/04

Development.
Serial Description of work Price of tender Amount of eamest Time limit for
No schedule (non- money (refundable) | completion of work
refundable)
1) Construction  of  Office-cum- | Tk. 2,000/~ only Tk. 4,75,000/-only | 9 (nine) months
Academic Building }

Rules and Requlations:

submitting tender document
tender document

Terms and Conditions:

02)

outright.

challan,
04)

05)

06)

order will not be issued and |
07)

08)
09)
10)

1)
12)

13)

the name of work on the cover.

allocation.

- .

DFP-25869-28/10/04
G-1071 4

a)  Last date and time of purchasing

tender document

b)  Offices where tender document to be
had at

c) Last date,

time and place of

d)  Date, time and place of opening

tenderers.

01) The eamest money staled above must be submitted in the form of Pay-Order from any scheduled bank in
Bangladesh in favour of Project Director, 18 New Youth Training Centres Establishment Project, Direclorate of
Youth Development, Dhaka. Otherwise tender will be treated as cancelled oulright.

Original copies of prequalification/enlistment baok renewed in 2004-2005 [inancial year, trade licence, VAT and
Income Tax cerificales should be produced at the lime ol purchasing tender document. Attested copies of all
documents mentioned should be submitted with the tender. Otherwise tender will be treated as cancelled

03) Tender schedule should be purchased after deposiling the money stated as the price of tender'in the form of
Bangladesh Bank/Treasury Challan, under “Cade No 1/3640/0000/2366" and producing the original copy of the

For the stated work, those firms that completed similar construction work warth Tk 70.00 lakh only under a
single work order sallslactnrily for the Directorale of Youth Development or any other gavernment organisation
can parlicipate in the tender and the attested copy of certificate on completion of work should be suhmlﬂed with
the tender. Besides, the conlractor’s firm participating in the stated work should submit last two years' statement
of accounl, refated lo annual bank transactions of minimum Tk 1 (one) crore only with the tender. Otherwise
tender will be treated as cancelled outright.
Itemwise quoted rate should be written in figures and words and lotal/grand total should be stated. No erasing or
overwriting will be acceplable. Fluid cannot be used. Signalure must be there in case of correction. Bubif there is
any mistake in the addition and multiplication including rate analysis and rate quote in the submitted tender, then
the said tender will be treated as cancelled.
If the quulad rale submitted by successful conlractor/contractor’s firm is more than 5% below the estimated
cost, then 15% (fifteen per cent) of the approved estimated cost should be submitted as *Petfofmance Security”
in_the form of Pay-Order in favour of Praject Directar, 18 New Youth Training Centres Establishment Project,
Directorale of Youth Deuamﬁment Dhaka within 07 (seven) days of ssuing Letter of Intent. Othenwise, work
e Letter of Intent issued and the tender will be Ireated as cancalled.

Income tax and VAT will be deducted from the bill as per govermment rules and regulations and deduction of all
lypes of tax" imposed by lhe government will be a
The contractor should write distinctly the name an

dppllcable

The contractor should complete the work within the stipulated lime. But bill will be paid subject lo reoaipt of

If any conlractor gives wrong information or anybody other than bonalide contraclor submils tender wlll't fntged
signalure and if it is proved; then his tender/wark order will be cancelled.
Rules and regulations of CPTU 2003 (where applicable) will remain effective.
Tender will be rejected outright in case of failure to fulfil the abovementioned terms and mntﬁilma pmpedy The'
authority reserves Ihe right to accept/reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason. =8 i

The authority is not bound lo accept lhe lowest rate. A :

27-11-2004, up to office hours,

(1) Head Office of the Project, Dhaka, (2) Senior Assistant
Secretary (Youth-2), Ministry of Youth and Sports, Building No-
7, Room No-724, Bangladesh Secrefariat, Dhaka, (3) Office of
the Divisional Commissioner, Dhaka Division, 1% 12-storied
‘Govemment Building, Sequnbagicha, Dhaka and (4) Consultant
Firm, Engineers Consortium Limited, 870, East Shewrapara,
Begum Rokeya Sarani, Dhaka.

28-11-2004, up to 12.00 Noan.

Tenders received from the stated places will be opened at this
Directorate on 29-11-2004 at 3.00 PM, in presence (if any) of

address of contractor's firm, Tender Memo No and date and

Md Mosharraf Haasaiﬁ : :

18 New Youlh Tnu‘ung Cenires Esahlishmﬂnt Pm|ect
For Director Gene
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Project Director




