SHAHIDUL ISLAM

Cnmes, mcludmg extortion and
robbery, are on the rise in the pon
cityahead of the Eid.

Andright from the beginning of
Ramadan, the criminals come out
oftheirhideouts.

Not a single day has passed
from the first Ramadan without
any incident of extortion, robbery
and mugging in Chittagong city
and elsewhere in the district,
Mobile phone shop owners are ¢he
main targetsofthe criminals.

The most gruesome ofall crim-
inal activities was the murder of
housewife Noor Naharalias Milon
on the night of November 3 at Al
Falah Lane in the city's Nasirabad
area. Noor Nahar, wife of an
American expatriate, waskilled by
the criminals as she refused to pay
toll. Police islooking for the prime
accused Salahuddin alias Chhagol
Babu.

Robbers on the night of
November 5, stormed the Integra
Communications Limited, a
mobile dealer at Agrabad
Commercial’ Area, by breaking
open the door and looted Tk 1.5
lakh in cash, mobile sets and pre-
paid cards worth over Tk 12 lakh.
Doublemooring police is yet to
recover the looted goods or trace
thecriminals.

Criminals even didn't spare a
disabled beggar. All the money of
65-year old Abdur Rashid was
stolen when he was offering Juma
prayers at Nasirabad Housing
Society mosque on November 5
keeping his earnings of the day
besideawall.

A gang of miscreants stormed
into Mozammel Electronics, a cell
phone shop, at Agrabad Sheikh
Mujib. Road at 8.15pm. on
November 4. The masked crimi-
nals confined the shop owner
Motahar Hossain and other staffs

at gunpointandlooted 52 CityCell
sets, 16 GSM sets and Tk 36,000in
cash. They also assaulted Motahar
and another employee before
leaving theshopwiththebooty.
Meanwhile, a gang of four
muggers, however, couldn't
escapefollowing the promptactof
an intelligent police officer and
timely assistance of passers-by in
front of Biman Office at Sholoshar
Gate No-2 area the same dayin the
moming. The gang tried to snatch
Tk 1.5 lakh from Mohammad
Shahjahan, manager of a business

* firm, when he was returning to his

shopin arickshawafterwithdraw-
ing the money from Islami Bank
Bangladesh.

Assistant Commissioner of
Doublemooring Zone
Mohammad Ilias caught red
handed two muggers as the gang
was scufiling with Motahar to take
him into an auto-rickshaw after a
brief chase. Local people caught

two othe muggers from the auto-
rickshaw along with a loaded
revolver.

The criminalslooted Tk 2.51akh
in cash, four mobile sets worth Tk
30,000 and a walkie-talkie from the
counter of Saudia Paribahan at
around 5.00am on November 1.
They confined the staffs to the
toiletduringtherobbery.

Another gang looted a steel
gate and other constructionmate-
rials from the under-construction
building of Professor Mohiuddin,
a teacher of mathematics of
Chittagong University, at city's
Hill-View Residential Area the
same morning, The gang commit-
ted the crime as the CU teacher
refused to meet their demand for
sextortion. Police, however,
amrested the main culprit in the
incident.

The miscreants attacked
Priyatosh Chowdhury, a jeweller,
and take away his motorbike, gold

chain and mobile setat Nandipara
in Raozan the same night. The
incident occurred when the busi-
nessman was returning home
from his shop at Sitakunda
upazila.

A gang of muggers dragged one
Mohammad Shahid out of
Hathazari Bus Station and
snatched Tk 1.5 lakh and a mobile
set from him when he was taking

" Iftar on Qctober 3. He was going to

his village home at Dharmapur in
Fatikchhari from Chittagongcity.

"We have taken special mea-
sures to curb crime during the
Ramadan, deployed additional
forces in different shopping malls
and markets and arranged ‘patrol
at various points in the
city to frustrate the criminals,”
Gazi Jasim Uddin, Senior Assistant
Commissioner (Detective Branch)
of Chittagong Metrop-
olitan Police, told this correspon-
dent.
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Police guard almost all shopping arcades and malls in the port city to ensure security of Eid shoppers
and the shop owners.

JADI PAGODA
BEAUTY OF

Jadi Pagoda (Kiang, a religious structure of Buddhists) with its
marvellous architectural beauty adds to the scenic view of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bandarban. Besides the bounteous
bestowal of the nature, such magnificent architectural heritages,
mostly Buddhist religious structures, are another unique attrac-
tion forthe tourists.
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Eid passengers hostage to ticket brokers

Sufferings of thousands of commuters mount

SHAHADAT HOSSAIN RIAD
Sufferings of thousands of com-
muters eager to meet their near
and dear ones away from the port
city of Chittagong at Eid mounted
due to unavailability of the tickets
ofinter-district busesand trains.

Black marketeers are holding a
large chunk of tickets of the buses
and trains priorto Eid.

' Many people were found dis-
gruntled and angry at the Battali
railway station on November 8
after failing to get ticket. On the
other hand, those who could
procure tickets had to pay much
higher than the actual fare.

Besides, the situation aggra-
vated as the bus services
enhanced the fare from TK 30 to
TK 200 per seat ahead of the Eid.

. The fare will goup everyday till Eid

Day, a staff of S Alam bus service
said.

Bangladesh Railway started
selling advance tickets on
November 5 for five days on the
occasion Eid. The tickets are sold
between 8.00am and 4.00pm. But
hundreds of passengers could not
collect their tickets even standing
on the long queue at the railway
station just after having their
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newsmen o
protest death

Sehri.

Md. Russel Bhuiyan, a staff of
Bangladesh Betar, Chittagong
Centre, onthe queue for tickets on
November 6 said that if a ticket is
issued to the commuiter, two others
are being printed out from the
computer to keepinside the coun-
terdeskof therailway official.

" came at the station after
having my Sehri and the authori-
ties started selling of tickets at
8.00am, But all the' fickets were'

"sold" within two hours and 1
could not procure a single ticket of

Subarna Express for November 11
to gohomeinDhaka", Russel said.
Sources said, the black marke-
teers in connivance with asection
of dishonest railway employees
have booked most of the seats of
the seven inter-city trains of dif-
ferent routes till the Eid day. As a
result, hundreds of people
intended to go home on Eid could
not collect their advance tickets.
The railway authorities, however,
denied the allegation of selling out
ticketsin black markets.
Seven inter-city trains ply

three routes from Chittagong,
including Chittagong-Dhaka,
Chittagong-Sylhet and
Chittagong-Chandpur, with
capacityof4,849 passengers daily.

Railway sources said, 3,847
tickets for November 10, 4849 for
November 11, 4,791 for Novernber
12 and 3,500 tickets for November
13 haveso farbeensold out.

But the real scenario is differ-
ent. While visiting the city's rail-
way, station the correspondent
found that there was no unsold
tickets for November 5 and 6 in

Chittagong-Dhaka and
Chittagong-Chandpur routes and
hundreds of people went back
withoutany ticket.

It was also found that blacker
was selling tickets atthe station on
the nose of the railway authorities
and the members ofteam respon-
sible for checking black marketing
oftickets.

One of the black marketeers

said that they would earn Tk100,

against each seat from Navember,
10. But he refused to reveal the
sotirce from where they collected

With the Eid-ul-Fitr neari ng fast. saverai thousand peop!e wait in long queues atthe counters of Chftiagnng Railway Station for hours everyday
for advance tickets. The photo was taken on Saturday.
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these tickets.

On the other hand, bus fare
also wentup wlmasunably ahead
oftheEid.

Mahmud Major, a student ol'
Chittagong University told The
Daily Star that he paid an addi-
tional price of TK150 than the
normal price for a ticket of a bus
run by Bangladesh Road
Transport Carporalion (BRIC) to

go home in Rangpur, "Normally,
| statesowned: BRTGsells edch]
' ticket at Tk 250 and the private

buses at Tk 350. ButThad topayTk '
400 fora BRICbus ticketwhile the
price of private buses ware charg-
ing Tk 200 more than the actual
price against each ticket," he
added.

Meanwhile, some 550 buses
will ply under the supervision of
Inter-district Bus Owners
Association. The buses will ply 31
routes regularly and the fare
would not be enhanced, associa-
tion sources said. An official ofthe

association preferring anonymity 1

said that we are not responsible at
all to check the fare hike: "Bangla-
desh Road and Transport
Authority (BRTA) and traffic
dcpartment of police are respon—
sible,” headded!



