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The hnmcbound people prepar-
ing to leave the city on: Eid vaca-
tion are suffering a lot in buying
tickets, of buses, trains and
launches as most of the opera-
tors have raised the fare despite
the gavernment assurance of not
increasingit.

Thousands of peaple are gath-
ering every day atthe launchand
bus terminals and Kamalapur
Railway Station to buy ticketsin
advance. Most of them are com-
pelledto buy tickets at exorbitant
price while many are returning
with empty-handed.

‘Bangladesh Railway started
selling tickets in advance ofinter-
city trains from November 5 and
cancelled weekly off of all trains
tocater to the increased need of
the passengers but many people
complained thatthey did not get
tickets fromthe counter.

"Il am standing in the queue
from 8:00 in the morning to buy
tickets of Chittagong-bound
Subarna Express. Now it is
11:30am and all the tickets have
already finished," said Nazrul
Islam Chowdhury, a government
employee of Mirpur, at
. Kamalapurstation.

He alleged that the scarcity of
tickets was artificially created as
some people were seen buying
tickets hy rotation to sell in the

black market. "These peoplé are

-representing the black marke-
teers, they are not real passen-
gers," said Nazrul:

" The communicationsministry
at a meeting with the leaders of
transport sector on October 28
decidednot to hike ticket price of
buses during Eid. But most pas-
sengers said the transport com-
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panies have raised fair especially
for North Bengalroutes.

“ A syndicate of black muarke:
teers and transport company
staff are controlling the sale of
bus and train tickets ahead of
Eid, they alleged.

Ticket sellers at most of the -

counters at bus terminals
claimed they have sold all’ the
tickets for November 9 to 13. But
many passengers alleged some

people have offered them tickets
at hl.gh price in Lhe name of 'Eld
bonus.'

Asked Cummumcatmns :

Minister Nazmul Huda told the
Star City that the government has
formed a cornmittee with the
representatives of all sectors
concermned to execute the deci-
sion of the ministry and' check
irregularities in transport sector
during Eid.

Hanif Enterprise, a leading
transport company, raised fare

' by Tk 80 to Tk 100 per tHcket of .

different routes. The company
started advanced ticket selling
on November 4 and closed all the
counters by 10:00am the same
day, saying all the tickers were
sold.

"We provide better service. For
this, the demand of our ticketsis
high during Eid," said Minto

from a ticket counter of Hanif
Enterpriseat College Gate.

"Normallywe buyaticketat Tk

220 for Thakirgaon. Now they
are charging Tk 300," said Nusrat
Hossain who came to buy tickets
at Hanif's counter. "I am ready to
payit but the people at the coun-
tersaid tickets are notavaialble.”
"Tickets are available, bt you
have to pay Tk 100 to Tk 150 extra
for each ticket," said Ismail, a
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engers'

cigarette vendor near Khaleque
Service Stationin Kalyanpur.

Shahidul Islam, ticket seller at
KB Enterprise counter, said, "We
sell tickets at reasonable price
because of the increased compe-
tition over the years. During Eid
we raise the fare a little'and it is
not much higher than the gov-
emment fixedrate,"

Eagle Paribahan increased
ticket price on different Southemn
routes. On' November 4, they
started selling tickets of Khulna
at Tk 300 against the normal
price of Tk 260.

When a Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) team inquired about the
ticket price at the company's
Kalabagan counterand asked the
transport company notto charge
high fare, they started selling
tickets atnormal price.

"We did not increase ticket
price except for North Bengal
routes. Usually we sell tickets for
these routes at below the govern-
ment rate, On the occasion of Eid
we are just charging the official
rate,” said Kazi Masud Rana of
Keya Paribaban,

At Kamalapur station, some
porters, claimed that they have
tickets for any route. Majnu Mia,
a porter, charged Tk 120 for a
ticket of Agnibeena inter-city

~ train when the Star City Corre-

spondent asked for a ticket. The

55.

"We have taken initiative to

check sale of tickets in black
market. We have alerted our
officials and set a temporary
GRP camp at the station on the
occasion of Eid," said
Solaiman Shikder, station
manager of Kamalapur Rail-
way Station.

Safety measures taken for
launch passengers

Repairs to many launches made by owners prior to rush of homebound passengers
whlle special security measures have been taken by the authorities
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" Banpladesh Inland Water Trans-
port Authority (BIWTA) will
deploy special police force to
monitor fitness and passenger
capacity of the launches to
ensure safe journey of the home-
bound passengers fromthecity.

"We will deploy special force
from the Dhaka Metropolitan

. Police (DMP) at Sadarghat and

the river to monitor launches

: Pre~Eid securlty measures have been taken at launch 1ermma!s as well,

before Eid," said Syed Monwar
Hossain, director port and trans-
portation of BIWTA.

According to BIWTA statistics, '

everyday some 40,000 people
travel by launches through
Sadarghat terminal in the capi-
tal. The number of passengers
increases five times to reach
abouttwo lakh during Eid.

There are 624 launch services
on 222 internal river routes
across the country, which are not

inadequate,"

enough to meet the huge

demand before the Eid festivals.

Some launch owners have
repaired their outdated and
faulty vessels to add them to the
fleet to provide more services for
the Eid commuiters.

"Currently 300 1aunches are in
operation from Sadarghat and
we have repaired another 100 to
meet the increased demand in
Eid. But this addition is also
said Md

Karimullah, chairman of Bangla-
desh Launch Owners' Associa-
tion.

Aslaunchaccident is a regular
featurein every Eid season dueto
overloading, the BIWTA has
decided to ensure proper vigi-
lance and improved manage-
ment.

There are 827 landing stations
across the country bt only 304

launch stations have pontoons

" and jetties. BIWTA has no capac-
ity to monitorall the stations and
riverway.

After discussing with Bangla-
desh Launch Owners' Associa-
tion on November 19, the BIWTA
took several measures for launch
passengers' safety. The Associa-
tion also agreed to take necessary
safety ‘measures before Eid-ul-
Fitr,

According to the decision, the
launches should not be over-
loaded and no passenger should
travel on the rooftap.

The authorities have asked all
launch masters to keep mobile
phone during the journey and
keep constant contact with
BIWTA over phone. BIWTA
already distributed mobile
phones among the launch own-
ersofinter-regional routes.

"We have already taken mea-
sures to renovate Sadarghat and
other ferry ghats, pontoons and
gangways. Dredging is going on
to maintain the depth and width
of the channels in major ferry
routes,” said Monwar Hossain.

The authorities have also

- taken special measures for
[

awareness campaign for passen-
gers, launch owners and drivers
against overloading and other
safety measures for passengers
through posters, and' advertise-
ments in radio, TV and newspa-
pers,

Hamza, Rustam and other
rescue vessels have been kept on
alert for salvage operations.

The DMP special force will
check the launches if they have
adequate safety equipment such

as life jackets, buoys and fire-

extinguishers, sources said.

"This time. we are very cau-
tious about public safety. We
don't want to be blamed for a
launch capsize for overloading or
lack of fitness," said Karimullahi
"We have instructed all launch
owners to keep adequate safety
equipment for passengers.” |

The launch owners said they
need expert drivers to check
accidents, as the lack of expert
masters is one of the causes of
launch accidents. "The govern-
ment should provide training for
launch drivers,” said Karimullah.

In the last nine years, more

than 100 launches capsized due

to overloading, lackoffitness and
lack of expert drivers leaving
1,500 passengers dead and 500

- missing.

According to a survey by Con-
sumer Association Bangladesh
512 people died in launch acci
dentsin2002 and 842 in 2003. OI;_
May 23 this year, a collisian ™
between MV Lighting Sun and,
MV Diganta took 81 lives and left
MAny missing,
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Gift offers worth at least Tk. 3
crore are up for grabs through
lucky coupons at shopping malls
in the capital ahead of Bid-ul-Fitr,

The idea of introducing lucky
coupons began a few years ago at
a couple of shopping centres of
the city and has gradually
become a popular way to attract
thecustomers.

Most of the shopping malls in
Dhaka are offering hundreds of
different attractive prizes includ-
ing cars, motor bikes, air tickets,
refrigerators, compiiters, gold
items, microwave ovens, colour

televisions, washing machines
and mobile phone sets.

These gifts are usually kept on
display at the entrance of the
markets to draw the attention of
the customers. The draw for the
coupons in most: cases will be

Everyone wishes to owna uehicle and shnppars ‘rush to drop in counter-fmls for the drmu. /i

}
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In afa' days, !he presenrﬂhah:duﬂah Hall athaka Umvm;ty was knawn as: 'Baag-& wu!@pa
! Accor:imgzn Hakim Habibur Rahman, thisgarden was,  famous for the Muslims, It was -
 MusaKha, theson oﬂsaKka, oneofthe famausBm*omayan Mum!@w uwsmptivewhmhe )
' umrunthﬁubaderfslam Khawasin turn veryhnd tohim.

o-mall starciyi@ihedalystarnst

Eid through the
eyes of the poor

Festivals like Eid are meant
for people who are well off,
although money may not be
the criterion for happiness
but perhaps buys health and
good times.

Look at the festival
through the eyes of Mohsin,
a rickshawpuller. Each year,
Eid becomes a burden --
preparation of special food
items, buying new clothes,
keeping up the pretence of
happiness and subduing
familydiscrepancies.

" Thisis Eid after all, atime
to be merry. He does not
Kave the means to buy his
son a pair of denims and T-
shirt or a frock for his daugh-
ter -- things they crave for
watching the children of
their mother's employer
trying out their own outfits
peering into the mirror. For
Mohsin, it is a hand-to-
mouthsituation.

Most poor people a:ound
Dhaka are domestic workers
living in slums,
autorickshaw and taxicab
drivers and rickshaw pullers,
peaple of the extremely low-
income group.

These people grab any
means of employment to
sustain themselves -~ from
breaking stones to managing
teashops, barely scraping
together an income of Tk 90
to Tk 100 a day. Eighty per-
cent of the population falls.
under thiscategory.

A random survey on Eid
preparations did not see the
one word 'expenses' come
up. But an autorickshaw
driver said ifhe got the Saldry
and bonus in time, he might
visit his family in his home
village. ;

While most were
depressed about not having
enough money, a security
guard at a bank was hopeful.
He wants to follow the cus-

held after the Eid.

Bashundhara City, the biggest
shopping complexin the country,
is offering fully furnished shops, a
plot and a car along with others
items. Eastern Plaza will give
away two cars this year including
oneluxury Toyota.

Mouchak Market, Rifles
Square, Rapa Plaza, Twin Tower
Concord, Karnaphuli Garden city,
Meena Bazar, Motalib Plaza,
Prince Plaza, Plaza AR, Metro
Shopping Mall, A.R:A Centre have
the best gifts on offer said cus-
tomers. i

At these shopping malls cus-
tomers are getting alucky coupon
for every purchase of over Tk 300
or500Taka.

Although the shoppers are
happy with this trend, some
sellers are not so convinced of its
attracting power.

"It cannot enhance the volume

toms, in whatever manner
possible: having Shemai and
Firni before Fid namaz, a
hearty lunch with the family,
and going to Shishu Park - a
long-awaited Eid treat.
Although he does not have
the money yet, he is waiting
eagerly for the employer to
showsome consideration.

Wearing new, clothes,
Sokhina said: "Red hair-
ribbons, eye make-up, red
colour lipstick to go along
with a frock that abbu
bought will be my prized Eid
exciternent." Meanwhile, her
fatherRahmanregretted that
he could not manage
because of high costs of
living to buy a better dress
than the one he had bought
from Kawran Bazar market
for Tk 240.

Garment worker
Shamimawill visitherhome-
town if she receives the extra
bonus as promised by her-
authorities, While many
CNG and cab’ drivers are
aiming at higher profits on
Eid day, charging their
customers more than usual,
their dreams of the extras
for them may be shattered
if they have already recei-
ved bonuses. The extra
income then goes to the
employer.

"[ will choose to work the
moming shift and make as
much as possible so that 1
can take my family to the
movies," said Ahmed, a CNG
taxi driver. :

"My Eid shopping will be

limited to Tk 1,000 for my

family of five and hopefully 1
will gét thebest deal fiofthe
Gulistan Hawkers' Market,"
headded.

Domestic worker Morjina
said she mightbe able to feed
her family well on condition
she worked hard on Eid day.
The work will fetch'her some
extramoneyas well.

Shop and get lucky

of sales more that all the other
shopping malls who are offering
almost same prizes,” said Saidur
Rahaman Pintu of Mouchak
Banik Samity

Many customers are doubtful
about the transparency of the
draws of these lucky coupons.

" have doubt whether they
really give away the prizes or
distribute them among them-
selves. I do not know anyone who
has received gifts like cars from
these markets, said Shenjuti Ray
at'Rifles Square.

"t is true that forty percent of
the winners did not come to
collect prizes lastyearbut thereis
no question of transparency. We
hold an open draw in the pres-
ence of customers. This year we
will publish the results in news-
papers so that no one can miss
out,” said Pintu of Mouchak
BanikSamity.
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