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Mehendi: Tradition mmgled with a new look

Colour your palms with rusty-red

NOVERA DEEPITA

§ always in the countdown to Eid,
Bangalee girls are heading to the
nearest beauty parlour to have
mehendi (henna) applied on their palms.
This old custom still has a wide appeal.
Although the tradition is believed to have its
roots in India, mehendi is very popular in

| Bangladesh too. Itis particularly popular as a

make up item on special occasions such as
Eid or weddings. Mehendihas a pride of place
asthe accessoryofamarried womnan.

Itis difficuilt to pinpoint the exact origin of
mehendi. Some historical evidence suggests
that it was introduced in India during the
12th century AD. Again, there is proof that
hennawas used to stain the fingers ahd toes
of the Pharaohs prior to mummification over
5000 years ago when it was also used as cos-
meticand foritshealing power.

Mehendz is derived from the leaves of a

Delicate designs on palms

small tropical shrub--Lawsonia inermis,
ground into a paste. After applying on palms
in intricate designs, the paste gives out a
rusty-red pigment. The dye has a cooling
property, andnoside effects on the skin.

Designs of mehendi traditionally fall into
four different styles. The Middle Eastern style
ismostlymade up offloral patterns similar to
those in Arabic textiles, paintings and carv-
ings and does not usually follow a distinctive
pattern. The North African style generally
follows the shape of the hands and feet using
geometrical floral patterns.

The point s to have sheer fun with designs
and experiment with them until one feels
really passionate aboutit.

Apart from this, computergraphic designs
are also used with the traditional mehendi
designs., Traditional Arabic designs of
mehendihave nowbecome popular. Wonder-
ful designs make the art of mehendi more
attractive and beautiful,

Girls waiting patiently for best colour effect

In Bangladesh, hennais used on occasions
like weddings and traditional prograrmmes, It
is traditional for the bride to get together with
her friends and spend hours applying the
hennaonherpalms.

Generally, mehendi takes a long time for
the best effect. A few modern methods have
howeverlessened the time, Zardosi Meliendi
is the most popularone, which is in tune with
today's fastlife. In this method one can sport
beautiful designs onr the hands and feet with
different colours in 30 minutes. However, it
lasts only forafewdays.

Many girls were seen flocking to designer
Umme Salma Mimi for mehendi decoration.
She said 'Although the tradition has become
a little commercial, different beauticians

have taken this opportunity to paint hands
with mehendi, which is very professional. The
colour is even darker and stays for long just
like the natural mehendi.!

Fouzia, another designer from a fashion
house, loves to paint mehendion girls' hands.
She says, 'As I like to paint and draw pictures,
I love to create designs with mehendi] She
adds, ‘Previously it was believed to be
women's fashion, but now boys also want to
have mehenditattoosontheirbiceps.'

A promising ramp model Urfi wears
mehendionhis biceps. 'Itis notjust women's
stuff, it also suits men,' he says. 'If youlook at
it as a temporary tattoo-- a painless alterna-
tive to permanent tattoos, you will really like
italotbecauseit's fun:'

Tfendy T-shirts for Eid

AFSAR AHMED

Eid would be incomplete without new attire--saris,
salwar kamiz, fatua, punjabis and lungis. For those in
search of different apparel, there is an array of T-shirts
available in the market. Queries fashion freak Tashfin,
'Nowadays trends have changed a lot. Everything is get-
ting shorter-~the length of punjabi or normal shirts. So
why don't wewearT-shirts instead of punjabis?’

For people who think on his lines, a popular draw is
Nitya Upahar, This T-shirt outlet has introduced nine new
designerT-shirtsto the fashion conscious.

Dhrubo Esh, popular graphicartist, has designed three
T-shirts for the festival season. This apparel, printed on a
pale green background, bears a black portrait of the poet
Jibanananda Das with a dragonfly touching his head.
With the name of the poetwritten in bright red, the T-shirt
isundoubtedlyagreatattractionfor poetryaficionados.

There is one more design for Jibanananda lovers. A
silhouette from the back of a couple in blue and red re-
flects a romantic moment. Printed are the lines from the
poet's poem Abar bochhor kuri porey/Tar shathey dekha
hot jodi just down the whole T-shirt in off-white with

splashes of black. Esh's third design is The Beatles, which
wasdisplayed during Puja.

Bahar Rahman, the proprietor of the shop, has de-
sigmed three extraordinary T-shirts with motifs depicting
Mymensingho Geetika and Thakurmar Jhulee and an-
other one on the rock legend Jim Morrison. Coloured in
beige, Dwij Ishan's Kamola Shundariis the motifof the T-
shirt Mymensingho Geetika, Thakurmar Jhulee is defi-
nitely the first choice for every Bangalee child and one of
the T-shirts depicts the tale of Madhumala and the stone
castle of the Netherworld in colourbeige. :

"You know the day destroys the night... This line by the
legendary singer Jim Morrison, is printed on the T-shirt
with his signature and embossed on a gray background
with three of his portraits in different moods, For music
loversitis anobviouschoice.

Anisuzzaman Sohel and Sajjad Mahmud have also
designed two T-shirts on this occasion. Another attrac-
tion is MuntasirMamun Imran'sT-shirt Moheshkhali.

So for those shoppers looking for new gift ideas orin

- search of anewaddition to theirwardrobes, these reason-

ablypriced thematicT-shirts are thebestanswer.

Eye-catching motifs on T-shirts

CULTURAL FEAST

EID SPECIAL

Telefilm Dulabhdi on Channel i

Teleﬁlm Babodhan on 2nd day of Eid

Underground audio
albums on Eid

Channeliisall setto celebrate the Eid-ul-Fitr
with fiun and entertainment. The six- day
long fiesta starts a day prior to Eid. The
programmes, include 12 plays, nine tele
films, six musical programmes, two
children's show, two magazine programmes
and more. Here we highlight the telefilm
Dulabhai.

. Dulahbhai: Written by D A Tayeb and
directed by Shahidul Haque Haidari, the
telefilm is basically a comedy. On the third
day of Eid at noon, the viewers will enjoy the

popular artistes like Tania Ahmed, Abdul
Quader, Saleh Ahmed, Abdus Sattar and
Caesar, actsinthe telefilm.

Synopsis: Anisuzzaman Tuku lives in a
low rent house with his two sons, two broth-
ers and a sister. He hardly earns enough and
itis difficult forhim to run the familywithout
an extra income, Soon, he gets involved in
illegal activities to eam more. In course of
time the family moves to a better area where
they get acquainted with a nice family. But
here Tuku gets involved in further trouble.
Subsequently, peculiar deyelopinents occur.

telefilm. The writer D A Tayeb, along with

A scene from the telefilm Babodhan

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

The second day of Eid: a day to relax at home

and watch TV. = Like other channels, ATN
Banglaalso plan to air an array of programmes
on this day’ day. Among them are the telefilm
Babodhanwhich canbe viewed at 1:20 pm.
This new telefilm has been penned by
playwright Pantho Shariar. Actor Zahid Hasan

dons the mantle ofdirector.

Babodhan, a typical melodrama, portrays
the joys and sorrows oflife, Characters such as
Sajjad, Nitu and 'Shubho are the protagonists
of the story. The story begins with a newly born
girl whose mother Ritu' ( Sajjad's wife) dies
during childbirth. Sajjad’ spends his lonely
days with his little daughter. In the interest of

the motherless girl, Sajjad's in laws pressurises
him to marry Nitu the younger sister of Ritu.
The proposal shocks both'Sajjad and Nitu, as
Nituloves Shubho, Nitu gets perplexed as she
has always treated Sajjad as an elder brother.
However, despite the hurdles, Sajjad and
Nitu gets married. Does Nitu take her new
relationship seriously? Or does Shubho create
problems in his ex- girlfriend Nitu's married
life? For an answer, viewers will have to wait till
1:20pmofthe2nd dayofEid.

Abdullah Al Mamun, Dolly Zahur, Intekhab
Deenar, Richi Solaiman, Monalisa, Ruma and

Zahid Hasan portray different characters ofthe
telefilm.

FarzoL A TANIM

This Eid-ul-Fitr along with new
blends of fashion is releasing
some exclusive audio albums
from our local rock music indus-
try. New albums like Asroy of
Kronic and self-titled album' of
Elephant Road were already
released on Novemnber 8.

While Kronic is totally a new
comer, the group Elephant Road is

comprised of expatriate musi-
cians from USA with the likes of
Imran Hussain, Mashuk Rahman
and Joy Islam--the celebrated
band members of Ilockﬁtrata,
Acesand InDhaka.

Asrayis already heard of doing
well: Songs like Ocheng onubhuti,
Nishiddho nagori and Shesh patay
are catering to different tastes of

musiclisteners,

Another mixed rock album
Lokayatowill be a16 band extrav-
aganza featuring ‘Aurthohin,
Black,, Artcell, Cryptit Fa(e,
Aashor, Fulbanu s Revenge, dNA,
Kral, Icons, Rebom, Stentorian,
Scarecrow, Bivishika, Arbovirus, X
Uranium  and. Striking. This is
supposed to be another milestone
mixlike the two Agontukvolumes.*

Bangladeshi. musicians living
abroad compiled yel another
excellent riveting album from the
group Kranti. This album is sup-
posedto be an admirableEid treat
for the local music connoisseurs,
Variable sound effects, excellent
vocals and, most importantly, a
new trend of composed' music--
this album:is supposed'to' storm
thescene.

BTV
News Headlines  (Bangla) at 8:55
am12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangia) al 8:00 arn 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00pm. .

News (English) at3;00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
1:30pm.

CHANMNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am, 9:00am.
7:A5pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15am.
Telacast of BTV news (Bangla and

Nari Gharey Bairey

English) at 11:30 pm. Face/Off
ATH BANGLA On ntvat6:55pm On StarMovies at7:00pm
News (Bangla) &l 7:00 am.10;00am. Programme onwomenlssues . Genre: Action/ Thriller/Drama/Sci-Fi .

2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm i

Telacasl of BTV News (Bangla and
"English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Sangla) 21 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pen and 8:00 pm.

My .o

News Headiines (Bangla) at 10:00 am,
1200 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangfa) 7:30.am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm,

Telecast of BIV. News (Bangla' and
English) &l 11:30 pm.

TARA MGI.A

| _Naﬂ-bacliw(ﬂuw ot 530 pm. 730

pm
Tora News {amwatm pm, 11:30

Hosted by Mehzad Galib Cast: John Travolta, Nicolas Cage, Joan Allen
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