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Eid brings no cheers
in northern dists

Shopping very dull due to monga: 30-40 per cent discount
fails to lure customers, shopkeepers say

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

The ongoing monga has shad-
owed the ensuing Eid celebration
in greater Rangpur, with few
customers flocking to shopping
centres. in upazila and district
headquarters.

The greatest festival of Muslims
will not bring cheers for people in
the area, mainly dependent on
agriculture, Most farmers and day
labourers are still passing days
amid hardship as harvest of Aman
paddyisstill 10-15 days away:

"Eid festival depends mainly on
income [rom agriculture. Farmers
and day labourers in rural ‘areas
can not think of Eid shopping this
year because the Aman harvest is
yet to begin", said Rangpur Shop
Owners Association President Kazi
Mohammed Zunnun while talking
tn this correspondentyesterday.

The situation was not the same
in previous years.

. "From the beginning of
Ramadimall commercial centres in
23 upzilas and three district head-
quarters in the region (Rangpur,

: b s

SNAPS
Two BNP leaders
_expelled

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Two BNP leaders were expelled from the
pay on charge of comuption. The
expelled [eaders are district BNP
Secralery Sirkar Kutti and Patuakhali
pourasabha chalrman, another BNP
leader Mostag Ahmed. This decision was
laken at an emergency meeting at the
party uﬂlcs an Sunday with Commerce

Minister

| district B
: nuurmssnfd kcasnmﬂledagatnsmw
pourasabha chairman for alleged
misappropriation of about Tk 34 lakh from
the municipality fund.

2 killed in Manikganj

road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Two molor cyclists were killed in a road
accident on the Dhaka-Paluria highway
.on Monday. The dead persons were
identified as Kamruzzaman, 27, field
mpresentative of Mamun Agency of
American Life Insurance Company
(ALICO) and Ohiduzzaman, a
‘businessman. Police said the accident
“oceurred at 7.30 in the moming when a
Dhaka bound coach ran over lhe
speeding matorcycle coming from the
opposite direction of Krishnapura-Bathuli
in Dhamrai police station killing the two
motorcyelists on the spat.

- Chawdhury, also.
 [rf the!ehair, party

Nilphamari and Lalmonirhat dis-
tricts) used to remain crowded with
customers. But the scene is differ-
ent this year”, said Rangpur
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry President Mostafa Azad
Chowdhury.

"Ours is an agriculture-based
area. People here usually face
hardship due to lack of work in
agriculture sector during Bangla
months of Ashwin and Kartik. But
this year they faces hardship due to
flood, storm and price hike of
essentials.

Farmers and day labourers
cannot buy food let alone new
cloths, hesaid.

This correspondent also talked
to some businessmen at different
shopping centres in Rangpur town.
All of them said sale is very dull
ahead of the Eid-ul Fitre.

In Kurigram, owner of Pabna
Cloth Store Badal Rahman said that
they could hardly sell cloths worth
Tk 10,000 a day during Ramadan
this year. This is one third of sales
during Ramadan in previous years,
hesaid.

Only families of government
and non-government jobholders
are going to markets for Eid shop-
ping, said Reazul Hoque Rintu
owner of a readymade garments
shop at Goshala Bazar in
Lalmonirhat.

Afew farmers who could harvest
their early transplanted Aman
paddy are going to markets for Eid
shopping. But they are hesitant as
prices are higher.

Farmer Abdur Rahman of

oydevhat village in Rajarhat upzila

in Kurigram said he went to the
market with the money from sale of
Aman rice but could not buy cloths
for all family members due to higher
price.

Many cloth and garment traders
also agreed that prices are higher
this year because they have to pay
more at wholesale markets in
Dhaka.

Abu Sayed, owner of Noborupa
Garments at Mostofa Super Market
in Rangpur town said prices of
readymade garments at wholesale
markets in Dhaka are 20-30 percent
higher this year. So retail prices are

also higher.

Abul Kalam, owner of Monika
Bostraloy Rangpur Super Market
said they are ready fo sell items at
marginal profit but cannot do so
duetolackofcustomers,

Many traders said they declared
hefty discount but failed to attract
CUSTOMETSs,

Owners of some big saree stores
said they declared 30 to 40 per cent
discount after ten days into the
Ramacda. But sales are not picking
up.

"Despite such big discount we
are having a few customers," said
Kamal Hossen, owner of AB Boot
House.

A businessman at Motahar
Commercial Complexmockingly

said the number of beggars in
markets is greater than those of
customers this year.

A large number of poor people
have come to Rangpur from
Kurigram for begging ahead the
Eid.

They swarm in different markets
tobeg.

Two school students
abducted for ransom

Bid to abduct university student foiled

Ounr CORRESPONDENT, Kishiia

Criminals abducted two school
students in Meherpur and
Jhenidah on Sunday while villagers
foiled another attempt to abduct a
university 'stiident in* Kashtia on
Sunday night.

In Meherpur, an armed gang
abducted Sahanur Alam Mithu, 12,
son of Abdul Halim of Sarpara
village in Gangni upazila while he
was shopping at the upazila head-
quarter.

Police quoting the victim's
mother said the gang demanded Tk
onelakhransom forhis release. She
said they had earlier demanded toll
from her husband butwas refused.

A case was filed with Gangni
police station. Police told this
correspondent over phone that
they were trying to trace out the
boy.
In Jhenidah, alleged outlaws
kidnapped school student Sumon
Kumar Biswas of Putimari village in
Sailkupaupazila.

Sources said an armed gang
stormed into the house of Lakhmn
Kumar at about 10 pm and

demanded Tk 20,000 toll. But
Lakmn refused to pay. The gang
picked up Lakhmn's son Sumon, a
student of class ten. Later the gang
demanded Tkfivelakh ransom.

The family did not seek police
help as the gang threatened to 'kill’
Sumon if they informed police, the
sourcessaid.

When contacted over phone,
Sailkpupa police said they heard
the incident, but nobody filed any
case,

Meanwhile, police failed to
rescue schoolgirl Samapti, 10 and
Likhon of Kripalpur village in
Sailkupa upazila, kidnapped on
October 3 and Ogtober 1 respec-
tively.

abduction bid at Adabariavillage in
Daulatpurupazila.

Sources said a gang stormed
into the house of Abdul Latif and
called his son Ahasanuallah
Bachhu, Masters student at
Rajshahi University, who came
home several days ago.

AsBachhu out, the gang dragged
him onte a motorcycle and
attempted toflee.
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In Kushtia, villagers foiled an:

As the family cried for help,
villagers came in and chased the
gang, who left the youth and sped
away. A GD was recorded with
police.

ALLEGED THREATS

Patuakhali BNP
leader sues

party MP

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Alogalsenior BNP leader on Monday
sued his party lawmaker for alleg-
edly threatening him and his sons of
dire consequences if does not desist
himself from doing work in his area
or taking any decision regarding any
matterthere.

The complainant is Rashid
Chunnu Mia, Senior Vice President
of Patuakhali district unit of ruling
BNE He filed a general diary (GD)
with Patuakhali Sadar Thana against
ruling party lawmaker Shahidul
Alam Talukder, elected from
Patuakhali-2 constituency.

Chunnu Mia told this at a press
conference held at Patuakhali Press
Club. He told that the member of
patliament (MP) gave him threats by
telephoneatnighton November 6.

Chunnu and his his family mem-
bers are feeling insecured.

Fresh push-in
bid foiled

UNB, Thakurgaon

BangladeshRifles (BDR) on Monday
foiled a fiesh push-in bid by Indian
Border Security Force (BSF) through
Mondumala border in Baliadangi
upazila.

BSF assembled nine Indian
nationals at the frontier at 4 am and
forced them to cross the Nagar river
at gunpoint. But BDR and villagers
put up a strong resistance to the
push-in attempt. BSF then opened
several rounds of fire across the
border.

Locals said BSF herded several
hundred Indian Muslims to
Balidangi border and divided them
into small groups to push into
Bangladesh.

BDR had propesed for a flag
meeting to reduce the border ten-
sion, but there was no response from
Indian border guards.

On October 30, seven Indian
nationals were pushed into
Bangladesh through Harinamari
border. Police detained the Indians
and BDR pushed them back on
November?2 through Atoari border.

Retd Rly staff
barricade train
for pension

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Pension holders of Bangladesh
Railway at Syedpur squattéd on rail
tracks for about two hours and
obstructed train movement on
Monday to realise unpaid pension
money and bonus before the of Eid-
ul-Fitr,

Over 500 officials and employees
came (o the railway station for their
dues, Filing to get it, they blocked
the tracks.

Inter-city train Titumir Experss
was delayed by about two and half
hours due to the obstruction.

They withdrew the siege at the
interference of the higher railway
authorities.

The Railway pays pension money
to its retired men from income in
Syedpur station. Sources said pay-

ment of pension and bonus would
requlre TE 37 lakh but they have only
Tk 19lakh.

FALL IN WATER LEVEL
Ferry service
from Paturia

* | hampered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Ferry service in Paturia-Daulaldia
and Paturia-Nagarbari routes on the
Padma are being hampered due to
problem in loading and unloading
at Paturia ferry terminals following
fallinwaterlevel.

This is also causing traffie jam on
theapproachroad to the terminals.

Two terminal out of four at
Paturia and one out of two at
Daulatdia are stopped for long due
to emergence of shoals,

When contacted, BIWTC [Ban-
gladesh Water Transport
Corporation) official yesterday said
BIWTA (Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority) was setting up
low water ghats at Paturia terminal,
a temporary arrangement made
when thewaterlevel of the river falls,
The problem will be solved soon,
they said.

Deputy General Manager of
BIWTC Aricha ghat told this corre-
spandent that traffic through the
Paturia terminal increased ahead of
the Eid-ul-Fitr. More ferry boats
should be pressed into service in the
routes, he said.

SALE OF VESTED PROPERTY
Case filed against
Jute Secretary,
Nilphamari DC

0 | Feta e o iy 6 | 8| 59/33/3008 3t S 5w i |
s QuUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari
8 | WAt sfEe o Sl 6 | 3] Se/53/S008 FoR S300 A0E | A case has been filed against the
Bk Secretary and Senior Msistnn&:
: 2 = Secretary of jute ministry an
¢ | @ am:m wrfs}ws 8 Y : (3] I B Gl S 26 | Nilpt + Dty Commisslones
b1 wmEs AR fam 3 _ for allegedirregularitiesinsale of Tatia
A I A ool | SR “Alpe PR =0 P Jute Press in Syedpur, a vested prop-
3 CHTEA > erty.
2 S il The buyer -- Shamsul Haque
el Bhuiyan, owner of M/s SR Trading of
S| | a8 o oA GerEE Beo/- 38,500/~ | B%@ A S0 % S e | S0 firm Paik Para, Dhaka -- has also been sued
#5ll S 30 wEl (SiefEw) i 01 (e B B - in the case filed with the court of
Sl - Nilphamari Joint District Judge on
kil e St (WS 269 | Thursday by former municipal com-
3| | =t CE=TIE R 8o/ 38, bbb/ - -a- mission of Syedpur Abu Hossen
BemaE el Saem Qu e Bachchu, businessman Amzad Ali
( Siifw) Forafie | andsocial worker SMZia.
The property was sold at Tk 1, 31,
2 WE A BemEA | 8o/~ | 39,288/ -a- -2- 59, 107 on April 19,2001 during Awami
ol ST T el () Leaguerule,
ferfist | Inthe case, itwasstated thatowner
19 Refsy B 2 : = e E of Tatia Jute Press was Rameswar Lal
2L :gmm ‘,"""”; 1‘;{'“ q::g‘:n Bao/- | 3,599/ 4 a Tatia of Syedpur town. He build 16
}l ST { ) godowns, one office one jute baling
fepatiet | press on three acre 40 decimal land
¢ | | Brem ceEh Hfrenfe 2REGan Bito/- S0, @83/ -3~ wo A= alunﬁ She-e-Bangla Roacd and started
e smem el crem jutebusinessin 1340,
et | During 1965 Indo-Pak war he fled to
- L Indiawith family The propertywas then
wEien @ 6 Al e EfS/cef-onsta wRiefanrers AiSeal, oM HHEe dbi Frs 204 | f@ife GS | | declared 'enemy property and subse-
(I 8 ST ST ST seaEt T e EaeEm 80 S e e e | quentlytermed 'vestedproperty’.
WEE O GO (BT A% A1 A W] NG, W | Thegovernment thenhanded aver
g itsmaintenancetothe Jute Board.
9q Mmﬁlﬁ'ﬁmﬁ During the Awami League govern-
HIS7TI-S2b v/ (98 /b o) AAfaorers (i) ment, the jute ministry sold the prop-
- uae (BTl B | ertyillegallyandata throwaway price.

The plaintiffs stated that the gov-

ernment can not sell any vested prop-
erty.
Sale of the property sparked agita-
tion by different sections of people in
Syedpur, who demanded its cancella-
tion. They said actual price of the
propertywasaboutTk 10 crore.

PCJSS to observe
MN Larma's
death anniversary
today

Our CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

The Parbattya Chattagram Jana
Sanghaty Samity (PCJSS) will
observe the 215t death anniversary
of its founder Manobendra Narayan
Larma in Rangamati, Khagrachhari
and Bandarban hill districts today
through elaborate programmes.

The programmes included dem-
onstration wearing black badge,
rallies and processions in the district
headquarters, placing wreaths on the
portrait of MN Larma, discussion
meetings and candle lighting in the

evening, according to Sattya Bir, |
Dewan, PCJSS's central Flnanm;_

AaffairsSecretary.

The present PCJSS¢ chi’&l‘"
Jiotirindriya Bodhipriya Larma Eﬁﬂs
Santu Larma, will address a rally at
Bandarban town on the occasion.

A govt baby home where

inmates face starvation

Villagers feed 39 children at Chhotto
Moni Nibash in Agailjhara by rotation

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The children live in a government
baby home. But they get food when
supplied byvillagersaround.

This is the scene at the Chhotto
Moni Nibash (baby home) at Goilain
Agailjhara upazila in Barisal, which
shelters 39 helpless and orphan
children.

Seventeen officials and employ-
ees of the baby home are also not
getting salary for 16 months.

Its sorry plight is because of inac-
tion by officials concerned. It has not
yet been included in the govern-
ment's revenue budget though the
project under the development
budget was completed last year.
Development funds have been
stopped aftercompletion of project.

Food supply to the baby home by
contractors is stopped since
November 1 asthey did not get arrears
of Tk two lakh, said Bahauddin Mia,
oneafthe contractors.

As the children faced starvation,
some local people came forward
and arranged food supply by rota-
tion on humanitarian ground, local
people and its employees told this
correspondent during a recent visit.

The Social Welfare Directorate set
up the baby home on 1.92 acres of
land at a cost of Tk 3 core to rehabili-
tate abandoned and helpless chil-
dren. It has a capacity to accommo-
date 100 children.

The complex includes six build-
ings for children's dormitories,
office, training centre and staif quar-
ters for employees. It was built by the

PublicWorks Department (PWD})

Social Welfare Minister Ali Ahsan
Mujahid inaugurated it on March 8,
2003, but it was not started function-
ingtill Junes, 2003,

Its Depury Superintendent Abul
Kalam Azad said, 39 abandoned
children aged up to seven are pro-
vided education at baby home. A
part-time doctor visits itwhen neces-
sary. The children would be handed
over to their parents or relatives after
properidentification, headded.

When contacted, Shawkat
Mohammad Kamal, Deputy Director
of Social Welfare Directorate in
Barisa, said he has requested the
contractors to continue food supply
to baby home. But he could not say
anything whether it will be included
in the government's revenue budget
to end theirsufferings.

The 39 children at Chhotto Moni Nibash,
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addresses:
1. Accounts Department

Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215.

Dhaka Liaison Office
House No. 199
New DOHS (Ground Floor)
Eastern Road, Lane-1
Mohakhall, Dhaka.

5, Accounts Department

Titas Bhaban
105, Kawran Bazar
Dhaka, Bangladesh.

7. Accounts Department

Bangladesh,

VI
opened.
VII.
time.
VIIL.
IX. Financing:

X. Eliibility of Bidders:

Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Co. Ltd,
BSEC Bhaban (8" & 9t Floor)
102, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

3. Bakhrabad Gas Systems Ltd.

Titas Gas T&D Company Lid.

Gas Transmission Company Ltd.
House-1, Road-12, Section-3
Uttara Model Town, Dhaka-1230

(A Company of Petrobangla)
BSEC Bhaban (81 & 9 Floor)
102, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

Kawran Bazar, Dhaka-1215

Bangladesh

-, Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company Ltd

Fax No: 880-02-8113168,. kRS Rl
"Tel. No: (02) 9128341, 9128353, 8ﬁ46?7 TR ¢

Internatlonal Tender

RPGCL/CNG/Cylinder/ICB-06/2004

I Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company Limited (A Company of Pétrobangla) invites sealed offers in the
form of Bid under International Competitive Bidding (ICB) procedures for supply of 200 Nos, 90 lifre
water capacity NGV Cylinders manufactured after 2008.

Il The details specification of the NGV Cylinders, scape of supply, terms and conditions of supply and
:other information required by bidders, ete. are given in the tender decument.

Il The tender document will be available from 10/11/2004 to 26/12/2004 during office hour on all
warking days on payment of Taka 4000.00 or USS$. 70.00 (non-refundable) at the following

2. Sylhet Gas Fields Limited
Dhaka Liaisan Office
4/10, lgbal Road, Block-A
Mohammadpur, Dhaka, Bangladesh

4, Bangladesh Gas Fields Co, Ltd.
Dhaka Liaison Office
House # 75, Rd. # 6, DOHS (Qld)
Banani, Dhaka, Bangladesh.

6. Accounts Department

Bangladesh

Company Ltd.
Shahjalal Tower (5" Floor)
80, Shiddheshwari, Malibagh
Dhaka, Bangladesh.

8. Accaunts Department

Petrobangla
Petrocenter

Single envelope tender procedure will be followed.
V. Bids will be received at Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Co. Ltd's Head Office in Dhaka up to 11.00 hrs
(BST) on 26/12/2004 and will be opened on the same day at 11.15 hrs (BST) in presence of lhe
bidders/representatives (if any).
No extension in the closing date and time will be allowed by Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Co. Ltd. on
any account and bid(s) received after the deadline for submission of bids will be retumed un-

In case of any unavoidable circumstances such as strike, civil commotion, Government declared
holiday etc. Bids will be received and opened on the following warking day at the same place and

No tender document will be sold on the day of bid opening.
The purchase will be financed under own Cash Foreign Exchange.

Reputed manufacturers (acceptable standard) and suppliers all over the world are eligible fo
submit offers for supplying 500 sets CNG Conversion Kit (for Carburettor Engines) & 500 Nos,

The offers submitted must remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening of the

All bids must be accompanied by a bid security/bond for an amount of US dollar 5,000,00 (five
thousand) or Bangladesh Taka 3,00,000.00 (three lac). The bid bond shall have to be enclosed
with the offer and shall remain valid for 120 days from the date of opening of the tender, Without
the proper bid bond, the bid will be treated as a non-responsive. The bid security shall be in any

a) A Bank Guarantee ssued in favour of Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Co. Ltd. (RPGCL) by a
scheduled bank of Bangladesh. In case of any bid bond issued by a Foreign Bank, it must
be endorsed by a scheduled bank of Bangladesh as per format given in the Tender

b) A Demand Draft/Pay Order issued in favour of Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Co. Lid. by any

03 (three) copies of the bid (one “original” and two “copy” of technical and financial) are to be.

Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Co Ltd. reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders or annul

NGV Cylinder.
X, Bid Validity:
tender.
Xil.  Bid Bond:
one of the following forms:-
Document Annexure *C" or
scheduled bank of Bangladesh.
W XL
submitted.
XIV.
the bidding process without assigning any reason.
GD-694

3, Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka
Bangladesh.

Date:'06-11-2004

Petroleum &  Exploration

- Authority




