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A new improved

.........................................................

Bongo Bazar, the popular market
where customers belonging to all
the spheres of the society flock to
shop, is shifting to new complexes
in Gulistan and should be operat-
ing in full swing soon, according
to sources in the Dhaka City Cor-
poration (DCC).

The Bongo Bazar is basically a
combination of four neighboring
markets namely Bongo Bazar
Hawkers' Market, Gulistan
Municipal Hawkers' Market,
Mohanagar Hawkers' Market and
Adarsha Hawkers' Market which
house some 2,275 tin-shed shops
inanareaof 60- katha. It cameinto
being in 1989 following the
demolishing of the makeshift
hawkers' markets in Gulistan,
which had been a popular desti-
nation for second hand clothes
since the 60s.

The new complexes have been
named Sundarbans Hawkers'
Market and Bongo Bazar
Hawkers' Market complex and all
the shops of four markets will be
relocated there.

Construction of the four-
storied Sundarbans Hawkers'
Market is already complete and
116 shops of Mahanagar Hawkers
Market and 115 of Adarsha
Hawkers' Market have become
operational there. With a capacity
to house atleast 978 shops of 80
square feet each, this market has
an underground parking lot and
provisions for elevators and esca-
lators.

The new Bongo Bazar Hawkers'
Market is nearing completion. It
will have 1,236 shops of 80 square
feet each and over 40 percent
service area. There will be a sky
roof, escalators and elevators.

Bongo Bazar's attraction stems

Banga Bazaar

from the variety of clothing it
offers to customers at a ml.lCh
cheaper price than anywhere else
in the city. Even expatriates and
travelers who are aware of its
existence, never miss the chance
to visit the place. From sweaters,
tights, jackets, trousers, shirts,
skirts, shorts, saree, [ungis and
every type of garment you can
think of, locally made shoes and
undergarments are also a big draw
for customers at Bongo Bazar,

The huge chunk of surplus
supply from local garment indus-
tries usually make their way to
Bongo Bazar and businessmen
here have also started bringing in
Japanese, Chinese and Korean
items.

AHM Taslim Uddin, Vice-
President of Bongo Bazar
Hawkers' Market shop owners
association claimed thatitwas the
biggest wholesale market for local

shoesandsaree,

"I do not mind shopping here
although the place can be claus-
trophobic at times. Besides, this is
where my pocket permits me to
shop at will," said Tonmoy
Mojumder, a student of Dhaka
University.

Traders of Bongo Bazar can
afford to sell their goods at a com-
parativelylower price as they have
to pay a monthly rent of only Tk
five per square feet. They said that
the rent would remain the same
even after they move to the new
complexes which should come as
music to the ears of the customers
as it means the prices are unlikely
togoup,

Shop owners are hoping to do
better business once they maove to
the new complexes as improved
facilities and space is expected to
attract more customers.

Housing plan for
govi employees
lurta|led

...........

The huu&mg a.nd pub[lc wurks
ministry has reduced the number
of flats for sales to government
employees in hire-purchase
schemes from 500 to 360, sources
said. .

Ministry o s said the allo-
cated funds coutd not bear the
cost of 500 flats as the cost of raw
material shot up. The price of a
flat fixed at Tk 11.40 lakh on aver-
agelncreased tuTkltI 84 lakh.

"The government is supposed
to fund the five-year project. We
were supposed to receive Tk 22
crore last year from the govern-
ment ‘but received only Tk 8
crore," aproject official said.

The Bxecutive Committee of
National Economic Council
(Ecnec) in a meeting on Septem-
ber 8 asked the authorities to
complete the work in time, but the
rest of the fund/ was not trans-
ferred:

"We 'have .lipphed to the
finance ministry through the
housing ministry for a special
allotment but we are not sure
whether we wﬂt getitin time," he
said.

The g‘nvgrnment began the
project for government employ-
ees in 1997, mindful of the hous-
ing crisis in Dhaka. The initial
budget was estimated at Tk 53.56
crore to construct 500 flats in

The government began the pro-
ject for government employees
in 1997, mindful of the housing
crisis in Dhaka. The initial bud-
get was estimated at Tk 53.956
crore to construct 500 flats in
Lalmatia and Mohammadpur.

But the budget was revised by
the project committee and
increased toTk57 crore before the
project wasapprovedat the Ecnec
meetingin April 1998.

"We could not cut the budget
although we reduced the number
of flats. We are adding lifts, tiles
and mosaic to all apartments,
which were not initially included
in the proposal,” another official
said.

With thereduction in flat num-
bers, only 8 percent government
employees will get the accommo-
dation. Those who draw 40 per-
cent of the basic pay in house rent
have to stay in rented houses,

The project committee allo-
cated 200 flats by lottery
although there were 1,800 appli-
cants, sources said, adding it will
take time to hand over the flats to
the winners, on hopes some
could take over the flats by
December.

"We wrote the housing minis-
try for permission to go ahead
with the second lottery to distrib-
ute the other 160 flats. This may
not be possible by December as
we did not hear back from the
ministry," the official said.

Whether or not the project will
receive all funds to meet the June
2005 deadline’ remains unan-

FAIZUL A TANIM

Putrefied hands of beggars coming
through a car's window or an autori-
ckshaw door imploring passengers for
money at every traffic signal has become a
common experience of commuters going
toworkplaceor returning home,

Wearing dirty and torn clothes, some of
these beggars are blind, some limp with

. no arms or legs and totally handicapped,

strolled by another person. They are seen
begging everyday at the busy city inter-
sections.

Displaying X-ray or medical reports are
few of the ways they use to draw attention
of the commuters. Some of them have
genuine reasons to beg but some deceive
people pretending to be a handicapped or
making appealsin crooked voice.

The city has some 370 intersections,
almost all of them including Sonargaon
Hotel, Saarc fountain circle, Gulshan 1 82
circle, Sheraton, Motijheel and Baitul
Mukarram are full of beggars standing in
distinct gestures to begmoney,

Abdul Quddus, a beggar at Sonargaon
signal says his hand got cut off in a train
accident. He was a construction labourer
but after the accident, he found no option
but to beg on thestreets. This has been his
profession forthe past two or three years.

Most of the beggars say they had either
lost job or had been very low paid while
working. Buta bulk of them admitted that
their daily income from begging is more
than the amount that can be earned by
working 8to 12 hours adayina factory.

The beggars at a Motijheel intersection
said the office time in the morning and
after 2pm when the schools close are the
prime times for begging. Usually people
fromthe passing cars refuse to give money
after duskdue to security problems.

"Youwon't feel good earlyin the morn-

dirty hands of beggars coming through
your car's window: It's a total nuisance on
the street," said Anisur Rahman, a busi-
nessman, stuck in a tailback at Saarc
fountain circle.

Traffic congestion keeps on building as
the beggars would desperately keep their
hands inside the cars even when the traf-
fic signals turn green. Sometimes a beg-
gar's hand gets stuck in the car window or
acar wheel moves over their feet. -

Some beggars apply inpovative tech-
nigues to earn more from begging. There
are some women who hire babies from
slums on payment to convince the com-
muters, as they think the strategy is quite
fruitful to drawsympathy of people.

Sazzad Ahmed, a traffic constable at
Bangla Motor crossing, said the beggars
disrupt traffic control at the VIP road
intersections most as the movement of
vehicles there gets stalled by at least 30 to
40seconds for these beggars,

Asked why the police allow the beggars
to pester the commuters on busy roads,
Second Officer of Ramna Police Station
Rezaul Hossain said sometimes they pick
them up from the VIP roads and send
them to Mirpur vagrantcentre.

"When we see beggars creating nui-
sance, we rush and catch them," police
sergeant Nizam said at Sonargaon inter-
section. "But it is not possible for us to
constantly keep watch on them as we
need to look at the traffic situation," he
added.

Not only the beggars. streets urchins
hawking (lowers, books, candies, maps,
bottled water also irritate the passengers
gotstuckin trafficsignal or congestion.

"Even if you do not want to buy these,
they will keep on pestering you until you
agree," sald Mahmud Rahman, who
works as an executive in a garment fac-

Beggars pester commuters
at intersections

T

AMRAN HOSSAIN

Beggars at various intersections are a common sight, and this limbless one on a

].almatiaand-h:lohanunadpur. accordingto thearrangement. swered. ing as you start a fresh day when you see  tory, wheeled-cartis seen begging for hislivelihood at Panthapath,
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