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PHOTO: AFP

Rescueworkers survey the wreckage of the First Great Western in Ufton Nervet yesterday, where six people died and 11 were seriously injured after the train
collided with a car. Dozens more were treated for minor cuts and bruises and many were trapped in the wreckage after the train carrying 300 passengers
ploughedinto the caron the automatic crossing Saturday,
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EU,Iran strike nuke deal

REUTERS, AFF, Tehran

The European Union's three big
powers and Iran have reached a
preliminary deal over Tehran's
disputed nuclear programme which
could be finalised in the next few
days, a senlor Iranian security offi-
cial said yesterday.

"Negotiations were very hard
and complicated but we reached a
preliminary agreement on an exper-
tise level," said Hossein Mousavian,
head of Iran's delegation, which
ended two days of talks with officials
from Britain, Germany and France
in Paris Saturday. "All four delega-
tions are supposed to go to their
capitalsandifthe capitalsagree with
the agreement, it will be officially
announced in the next few days,” he
told state television.

His announcement followed
talks between Iran and Britain,
France and Germany on getting
Tehran to suspend uranium
enrichment in order to avoid being

hauled before the United Nations
Security Council for possible
sanctions.

Iran was seeking a compromise
in the talks with France, Germany
and Britain to avoid a dispute over
its nuclear program being referred
to the United Nations Security
Council and avert the risk of sanc-
tions.

The EU trio wants Iran to stop
enriching tranium.

*At the end of difficult talks, the
two parties made considerable
progress toward a provisional agree-
ment on a common approach on
these issues,” the French Foreign
Ministrysaid inastatement.

But a source close to the negotia-
tions said: "Nothing is settled ... The
discussions were difficult, very
difficult. The Iranians struggled
hard.”

"Bveryone has to touch base
now," the source, added after the
second day of talks. "That's the end
of this meeting ... There is no (fur-

ther) meeting planned.”

Irandenies US accusations thatit
is developing nuclear weapons. It
says uranium enrichment, a process
of purifying uranium for use as fuel
in atomic power plants or in weap-
ons, is a sovereign right that it will
never abandon.

Its official IRMA news agency said
lawmakers had drafted abill, to go to
parliament next week, outlawing the
state from developing nuclear
weapons in a bid to show the world
that Tehran's atomic ambitions
were entirely peaceful.

"Parliament intends to make it a
law ... that Iran does not need atomic
arms, to prove to the world that the
US and Israel are lying," lawmaker
Hamid Reza Hajbabael was quoted
assaying.

At the talks Tehran was offering a
six-month suspension of its enrich-
ment program but Britain, France
and Germany wanted it to agree (o
an indefinite suspension before an
International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) meeting on Nov. 25, diplo-
mats said.

If no deal is struck before the
meeting of the UN nuclear watch-
dog's board of governors, the EU is
expected to support Washington's
demand for a referral to the UN
Security Council.

China's Foreign Minister Li
Zhaoxing said during a visit (o fran
on Saturday that it would be better if
the matter were not referred to the
Security Council, where Beijing
holds the option of vetoing any
sanctions against Tehran.

"It would only make the issue
more complicated and difficult to
work out,” he told a news confer-
ence.

Iran's Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharraziadded: "Itis in the interests
of both sides that the issue be
resolved in a way that Iran retains its
legitimate right to use peaceful
nuclear technology and others are
assured that Iran is not seeking
nuclearweapons.”

Palestinian leaders for
restoring law & order

REUTERS, AFP, Ramallah

Palestinian leaders decided in the
absence of Yasser Arafat yesterday to
carry out a plan to restore law and
order in the West Bank and Gaza, a
government ministersaid.

It was the first major decision
announced by the Palestinian lead-

~ership since Aralat was flown to
 hospitalin Parison Oct 29.

Palestinians were planning
yesterday for a smooth transfer of
wer in the event of Yasser Arafat's
death at a series of high-level politi-

. cal and security meetings while the

veteran leader battled for life in a
French hospital.

Health bulletins from France,
where Arafat has been treated for the
last nine days, said the 75-year-old
remained in a coma although his
position wasstable.

While Arafat lies in intensive care
in the Percy military hospital on the
southwestern outskirts of Paris, his
former prime minister Mahmud

Abhas current premier Ahmel
Qorei assumed conirol of the
majanalesthﬂaninstltunnns.

Qorei, whnisatlhehe]mot‘thu

Palestinian Authority in Arafat's
absence, was to chair a meeting of
the national security council before
a meeting of the dominant Fatah
faction, presided over by Abbas,
officials said.

The two men were then expectec
to join a meeting with leaders of
other factions such as the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) and the Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) in
theevening.

The militant Islamist groups
Hamas and Islamic Jihad will not
attend’ the evening meeting but
Qoreiheld talks with representatives
of both factions in the Gaza Strip on
Saturday where all parties agreed on
the need for a united front if Arafat
fails to recover.

"Taking up arms is not a solu-
tion," Qorei told a press conference
after Saturday's meeting. "Any
domestic problem must be solved
bynnlionai dialogue. This is the only
way.

Hamas, which has so far resisted
pressure from Qorei to halt their
campaign of anti-Israeli attacks,
said there was a consensus on the

need to maintainaunited front.

"We told the prime minister that
we want to preserve Palestinian
unity and that we will hold dialogue
to resolve all conflict,” Hamas
spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri told
reporters. "No-one wants to take up
arms."

Abbas is emerging as the chief
player in the Palestinian fold while
Arafat hovers between life and
death.

If Abbas can cement his control,
it could galvanise the moribund
Middle East peace process. While
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
and US President George W. Bush
have snubbed Arafat, Abbas was a
guest of both men during his brief
tenure as prime ministerlastyear.

Abbas on Saturday chaired a
meeting of the PLO's executive
committee, whose members sent
congratulations to Bush for his re-
election and expressed their desire
to work with him towards the imple-
mentation of the roadmap peace
plan, which targets the creation’of
an independent Palestinian state
nextyear.
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High

-speed train hits

car in UK: 6 killed

BBC ONLINE

Six people have died and 11 are
seriously injured after a high-speed
train hit a car on a level crossing on
Saturday evening in United
Kingdom.

The 1735 First Great Western
service from Paddington to
Plymouth was derailed near Ufton
Nervet, Berkshire.

It comes two months after a
railway inspectors’ report warned of
the dangers of level crossings.
Investigators are considering
whether the car was reversed delib-
erately on to the track, rail industry
sources say.

The BBC's transport correspon-
dentTom Symonds said other possi-
ble reasons for the crash also will be
investigated.

All eight carriages on the train
came off the tracks in the accident,
which happened between Newbury
andReading, said police.

The train, which was carrying
approximately 300 passengers, was
derailed at around 1815 GMT after
hitting a car on an unmanned level
crossing some 500 yards from the
Ad.

Det Chief Constable Andy Trotter
of the British Transport Police
described the scene as one of "great
devastation".

India test-fires
nuke-capable
missile

AFF, Bhubanesiwar

Insurgents gear up for
Fallujah street battles

AFP, Rallujah

India yesterday tested a short-range
ballistic missile capable of carrying
a nuclear warhead off its eastern
coast, defence sources said.

The Indian-made Dhanus (Baw),
with a strike range of 250 kilometers
(156 miles) was test-fired from naval
ship INS Subhadra at around 12:20
pm (0650 GMT) in the Bay of Bengal
off the state of Orissa, the sources
said.

The Indian defence sources said
the Dhanus is a naval variant of
India's surface-to-surface Prithvi
(earth) [T missile.

As thousands of US and Iraqi forces
prepare for an imminent assault on
Fallujah, rebels holed up inside
geared up for what may be the fight
of their life.

Many of the side streets off the
main east-west road cutting
through the city have been barri-
caded with cement blocks and
sandbags to guard the fighters'
movements against US snipers.

The fighters have also set up
various positions in deserted and
destroyed parts of the city, but they
only show up there when US war
planes strike or shelling starts,
according to an AFP correspon-

dent inside the insurgent strong-
hold. '

Each fighter belongs (o a squad
thatisitsell partof a higher unit. The
leaders keep a low profile and are
only known to theirmen.

They are very structured due fo
the influence of former intelligence
and army officers in Saddam
Hussein's regime believed to be
among their ranks.

"For monthsnow, US troops have
been preparing for the battle of
Fallujah and the resistance has been
doing the same,” says Sheikh Abdul
Munim al-Badrani, a Fallujah native
and member of the executive armof
the influential Sunni Committee of
Muslim Scholars,

France warned of long
war in Ivory Coast

Foreigners seek shelter at French base

AFR, paris

G oD 0%
The Speaker of the Ivoriam pdtlia-
ment Mamadou Coulibaly issued a
stark warning to France yesterday
that it faces a "long war” in Ivory
coast after its intervention against
government forces, and that French
nationals in the country risk deathat
thehands of themaob.

"We are really launched on a
long, hard war. It will be a quag-
mire for the French. What has
happened marks a turning point.
Vietnam will be nothing compared
withwhatwe are going to do here,"
he said by telephone on France
Info radio.

Coulibaly, an ally of President
Laurent Gbagho, was speaking a day

after French planes destroyed the
Ivorian air force in retaliation for the

1 killing of nine French troops, and

French helicopters fired rockets to
stop a crowd advancing on Abidjan
ort.

About 100 foreigners threatened
by rioting and looting have taken
shelter at French military barracks
near Abidjan's international airport,
a French military spokesman said
yesterday.

Earlier, three people were
reported to have been shot dead as
tens of thousands of Ivorians
marched on the airport, controlled
by French troops sinee a govern-
ment air rmid Saturday killed nine
French peacekeepers and a US
civilian.

PHOTO; AFP

Men throw water on a blaze at the Librarie de France bookstore in Abidjan's chic Cocody quarter burns Saturday.
Young "patriotic™ partisans of President Laurent Ghagbo looted Franch property in Abidjan after French armed
forces stationed here destroyed two government military aircraft, it was reported.

Manmohan hails EU
proposal for strategic
partnership

PTI1, AFP, New Delhi

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
yesterday welcomed the European
Union's proposal for strategic
partnership with India to be final-
ised at the summit in The Hague
today.

“In recognition of India’s grow-
ing stature and influence, the
European Union has proposed a
strategic partnership with India.
This will be formalised during the
Hague summit. We warmly welcome
the development,” he said in a
statement here before leaving for
the Hague,

He said Europe is an important
political and strategic factor in the
international sphere, adding

recently the EU increased its mem-
bership from 15 to 25 erasing the

vertical fault line that divided the
European continent for over a cen-

Counter-terrorism efforts and
trade would also be in focus at the
fifth India-EU summit today, he
said.

"My discussions with the EU
leadership will be reflected in a
comprehensive joint statement that
will be issued at the conclusion of
the summit," Singh said.

The EU wants to bring its rela-
tionship with India to "the same
parity, density and quality” as it has
with the US, Canada, China, Russia
and Japan, a EU official said last
week.

"Our relations are based on
shared values -- democracy, plural-
ism, rule of law and free press,”

Singhsaid Sunday.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (R) greets Chairperson of India's
United Progressive Alliance govemment and Congress Party President
Sonia Gandhi (L) as Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee (C) looks on, prior to
Singh's departure to the Hague in the Netherlands for the 5th India-EU sum-
mit, in New Delhi yesterday. Singh welcomed the European Union's pro-
posal for a strategic partnership with India as he laft New Delhi for a summit

meeting inthe Hague.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Applications are invited from energetic, result oriented and professionally
qualified candidates for immediate appointment to the following positions:

1. ELECTRICAL ENGINEER : For factory, Dhamrai

Candidates should be B.Sc. in Engineering (Electrical and Electronics) having
minimum 20 (twenty) years' working experience in the related fields specially
in power generation, distribution and machinery maintenance of large

industrial organisation.

2. MEDICAL OFFICER: 1 male and 1 female for factory, Dhamrai

Candidates should be registered M B B S Doctors having minimum 2 (two)
years' professional experience on completion of mternshlp ‘Couples are

encouraged to apply.

candidates.

photographs,

photocopies of all

3. SALES OFFICER: For Head Office, Dhaka

Ideal candidates should be Master in any discipline having minimum 3 (three)
years' experience in sale/marketing of ceramic tableware in the local market.
Good presentation/communication skill required. Educational qualification
may be relaxed for the candidates with extraordinary Salesmanship quality.
They shall have to visit agents/dealers of the company including different
organizations/buyers and should take challenge of achieving sales targets.

4. ARTIST: For factory, Dhamrai

Candidates should be degree/diploma holders in Fine Arts/Ceramics. Must be
computer literate having sufficient working experience in graphic design
works, preferably ceramic designs. Educational qualification may be relaxed
for highly experienced candidates.

5. MODELLER: For factory, Dhamrai

Candidates should be degree/diploma holders in Ceramics/Fine Arts with
minimum 3 (three) years' experience in Modelling. Educational qualification
may be relaxed for highly experienced candidates.

Atftractive salary, allowances and other facilities will be offered to the selected

Please apply with complete C. V., two copies of' recent passport size
academic/experience certificates etc.
mentioning the name of the post on the top of the envelope addressed to the
Dy. General Manager (Admin.), Monno Group of Industries, Head Office, 9

Wyre Street, Wari, Dhaka-1203 latest by the 18th November 2004.



