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Aiming to establish a secure and
disciplined living in
Monipuripara area under Tejgaon
Police Station in the eity, local
residents have set their own civic
rules and norms through an
welfare organisation --
Monipuripara Kalyan Samiti.

The organisation launched a
round-the-clock observation and
security system in the area since
October 1 to stop any illegal activi-
ties and intrusion of any unauthor-
ised person or criminals into the
lpealitydivided into 11 blocks.

Apart from patrolling the area,
the security guards also work for
checking traffic congestion, main-
taining cleanliness and helping
inhabitants in any emergency,
said Mamunul Haque, general
secretaryofthe organisation.

The association put up gates at
the five entry points of the area
and deployed 24-hour security
guards. The gates are closed at
lzﬂgg*ﬂf_ghtex_scaptnne.

"We have fixed the rules
because there were frequent
incidents of robbery in
Monipuripara in the past. The
miscreants can enter the area and
leave easily after committing
crimes as the area is surrounded
by mainroads," Haque said.

Besides, there were many
incidents of burglary and snatch-
ing, and the people especially
who stay in the ground floors
even could not sleep without
closing the windows, he added.
"People were living in an
extremelyinsecuresituation."

As population grew fast in the
residential area, as many as 17
hostels for working woman or
students have been set up in
Monipuripara. Many of the gitls
complain of an increasing trend
ofeve teasing by local hoodlums.

Every vehicle of the area has a
sticker given by the association
and vehicles without the sticker
are barred form entering the area
from 12:00am to 6:00am. How-
ever, in case of any emergency,

DHaka Sunpay NMovemBER 7, 2004

against crime

the association allows any vehicle
toenter.

The association has also
banned putting up commercial
posters or banners in the area to
maintain cleanliness. If need be,
the association will allocate space
for the advertisers on commercial
basis, association leaders noted.

They association leaders went
door to door to convince the
inhabitants about the initiative
asking for their opinions and
monetary contributions for it
"We could start it when majority
of the inhabitants supported the
initiative," Mamunul Haquesaid,

The association has a plan to
turn its office into a library and a
meeting place for the inhabitants
to discuss their problems.

The locals are happy with the
social welfare initiative.
Mozammel Haque Johuri, a
retired government official, said it
is a commendable initiative and
an example of successful public
mobilisation that can resolve
local problems.

"Now we feel secure at home
and walking on the streets even at
night," said Deepak Peres, an
inhabitant of the area.

The association is run by
monthly contributions of the
families. Each family contributes
Tk 100 amonth,

As some people questioned if
the self-security system goes
against the law, Mamunul Haque
said theyhad discussionswith the
police administration before
introducing the system. The
police also appreciated the sys-
tem and assured assistance.

He said there are some 1,700
families in Monipuripara and the
monthly collection will not exceed
Tk 1.7 lakh. And the monthly
expenditure of the association for
45 security guards, logistics and
officeismorethan 1,5lakh.

"And we are not limited onlyin
security. We also arrange social
functions, observe the national
days, religious festivals. This year
we distributed relief among the
flood victims," he said.

With the introduction of the new security system in Monipuripara residents feel safe although many incidents of mugging and pick-pocketing
constantly take place.
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the  Bangladesh  Handloom Stall-owners said that they had modate the majority of the custom-  rightaround the corner, business has

R . Industry startedon October 14 expected the turnout to be high this  ers but due to a slump in supply this  been quite good.Because of the

The Eid Handloom Fair 2004 is expe-  atKarwan Bazar. Sareeand other year as the fair's timing coincided year, there have beensome problems Durga Puja, sales had been impres-
riencing & sharp increase in the flow apparels, textile and handloom With the Durga Puja and the Eid-ul  with satisfying everyone," said Ali sive during the first week of the fair.
of customers this year in comparison  products from around the country  Fitt. But they also admitted that Haque, ownerofKarnaphuliTextiles.  Now the Eid shoppers are flocking
to previous years. - areavailable at thestalls of the fair. many customers are being disap- Still with the Durga Puja, which  the fair and salespersons at stalls fear

pointed."We had hoped to accom-

had just passed, and the Eid-ul-Fitr
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that they might run out of stock even
before the end of the show. The fair
which is open from 10am to 10pm,
would continue till the last day of

"We do not have sufficient stocks
like last year, because of this year's
flood,"said Haqgue.
Organisers assured that the prices of
the products would not rise even in
the event of a supply crisis."We are
not going to risk losing our customers
in trying to make some extramoney,"
said Haque.

There are around 63 stalls this year
but the previous year there were
67."The lack of enthusiasm is mainly
because of the flood. With most
products and equipment damaged
during the disaster, we have lost
many potential participants at the
fair," said Haque.

"We usually have handloom shops
fromSylhet, Moulvibazar, Naogaon,

Tangail, suburban Dhaka and
various other corners of Bangladesh
participating at the fair and offering
innovative and specialised products
ofall types," said Mohammad Hasan,
publicrelations officer of Bangladesh
Handloom Industry.

The fair tradition began in 1988
and it has become an annual event
aimed at promoting the handloom
industry since. Bangladesh
Handloom Industry, which currently
has over nine thousand members,
organisesatleast threeannual fairs to
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TRestdents-of the city's Raribagh.area have:

been saffering from Severe water shortage

and erratic water supply form Dhaka

Water and: Sewerage Supply Authority
(WASA) for the lastsixmonths.

Local people have complained that the
authorities have not increased supply to
the area over the years despite the growth
of new housing projects and population.

"The limited supply we receive now
courtesy of the water treatment plant at
Fakirerpool, is illegally taken away by the
slum dwellers of Shabji Bagan," alleged
Dr. Sansul Alam, chairman of Shahbagh-
Paribagh improvement and development
association.

Many residents have been forced to
buy water from WASA's supply lorries to
meet their daily needs but that bas also
proved insufficient.

"We are buying water at the rate of Tk
500 per tank although the fixed priceis Tk
200," said Abul Kalam, manager of
Paribagh Tower apartmentblock.

Emergency services in the area are
sufferingalso,

"We are the everyday victims of this
crisis. We need continuos supply of water
butwe only getit once or twice a day," said
Dr. Md Ruhul Amin, one of the directors of
Module General Hospital where nearly a
hundred patients receive treatment
everyday.

The devotees at Paribagh Mosque said

prayers.

Locals informed that there was no

sapply during the daybus VA has

tinued toissue billsatits normal rate. ':‘;1

Dr Alam said that the minister for
LGRD had reportedly instructed the
WASA chairman to solve the problem but

there have been no results.

"The minister has ordered the WASA to
supply water to this area from the
Syedabad water treatment plant which is
also our demand. That could solve the

problempermanently,” Dr. Alam.

AN M Akteruzzaman, managing direc-
tor (MD) of WASA said that the whole t:iti‘.
is facing water crisis as many of the 750"
deep tube-wells WASA uses to supply
water in the capital have become unus-

able because of the falling ground water

level.

"Unexpected increase in the number of

residents in the area is another reason uf‘
this crisis. We are looking at the problem

on apriority basis," said theWASAMD.
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He informed that they have already
taken some initiatives thathave improved

thesituationalot.

"After opening of the Syedabad planl? :
phase2 theywillgeta permanentsolution

tothe problem,” said Akteruzzaman.

WASA has a capacity to supply 1.27¢
billion litres per day against a demand of
1.6 billion litres for residents in the capi-

The handloom fair 2004 at Karwan Bazar that began about three weeks back has drawn many customers this year. promote the products. they do not get water for ablution before  tal.
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