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Eid cards: Gaining popularlty
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A way.of reaching out to your dear ones

ERSHAD KAMOL

ID/is a time for rejoicing,
Whatcould be better than to

send along a greeting card
with agiftorsimplyonits own?

Cards of both local as well as .

foreign companies are available
aplenty in Bangladesh. These
companies produce special Eid
greeting cards for corporate com-
panies as well as personal and
family gifts. There is something for
everyone and a buyer can opt for
his or her preferred decoration, size
and texts of cards.

There are usually two types of
greeeting cards-- standard cards and
special cards. Inmaximum cases, the
graphics of the Eid greeting cards
contain eitherthe image of flowers or
some typical Eid motifs. 'Eid
Mubarak' is written in different

calligraphy either in Bangla or in

English.

The eye-catching handmade
cards are also available in plenty in
various outlets such as Aarong,
Kumudini, Jatra among others,
However, for the family and personal
greeting cards, people look for diver-
sity and uniqueness. Young girls and
boys are basically choosy. They first
go forsome exceptional graphicsand
size of the cards. Sometimes, texts of
the cards are also an important factor
for picking Eid greeting cards for that
'spécialone’.

Azad Products and Ideal Products
are the two local wholesalers, which

Colourful cards attract buyers

are big names in the market. During
Eid, they bring out special cards. The
price of the cards varies up to Taka
100.

One finds graphic des1gm of the
standard size cards in traditional
motifs such as mosques, moon,
stars flowers and more. Corporate
companies are the main consumers
of this variety. However, special
cards decorated with crystals and
glitter on the graphics design of

flowersareverymuchin demnand.

Often retailers'collect cards from
these companies and sell them on
the streets nearthe residential areas.
In these mobile street shops, some-
times, enthusiastic children are
seenselling these cards.

Archies and Hallmark are the two
foreign outlets for greeting cards in
Bangladesh. The showrooms .are
situated in most of the popular
shopping malls.and are a popular

the same venue.

Art Unit

director.

haunt for people wholook for inter-

ing messages for their family or
friends. The price of the cards varies
from Taka 20 to Taka 250 in these
galleries.

In an innovation, E-cards have
gained popularity in this festive
season. Besides popular webs, a
few companies have openecd a free
website for BE-cards. Through these
webs, anyone can send animated
E-cardstowish Eid greetings.

In Bangladesh, very few stage plays
have crossed the 150th show
milestone. After premier show of SM
Solaiman's play Court Martial on
March 4, 1993 at the Mahila Samity
Stage, Theatre Art Unit has staged its
150th show on November 5, 2004 at

Explaining the reason for staging
Court Martial, the chief of Theatre
, Rokea Rafig Baby said,
'After the premier show of Court
Martial, we regularly staged it till
2001. After the death of our founding
member SM Solaiman in 2001, we
temporarily discontinued staging
the play. But, we believe that Court
Martial is' still popular with the
audience. That is why, besides our
other popular productions, we have
decided to stage Court Martial.
Initially, we faced a problem, as the
director of the play--SM Solaiman--
is no more with us. In his absence, M
Bari has donned the mantle of

Baby points out that several other
theatrical groups are staging Court
Martialas theirregular production.

Solaiman has! adapted Salil
Sarkar's translation of Swades
Dipak’s original play Court Martial,
The drama confronts the audience
with a question: is it possible for
human beings to avoid inherent
jealousy or cruelty? As an answer to
this question, in Court Martial the
playwright has tried'to find out the
truth from the most disciplined
institution ofa nation-- the army.

In Marathi playwright Sawdesh

Ascene from the play

armnyimajor
However,

‘War.

insultinghis mother.

Dipak's original’ Hindi play, he
focused on the caste issue of the
Hindu communitywhile recreating a
court martial scene of a lower caste
soldier. The crime: the murder of a
high caste officer and the injury of an

SM Solaiman's Court
Martial is based on a sensitive issue
of our freedom struggle- the plight of
the children of the Biranganas (the
violated women) and the rehabilita-
tion of the children of the Pakistani
collaborators after the Liberation

Inthe play, Colonel finally passes
the death sentence on the soldier, the
son of a Birangana, who killed an
officerand injured anothermajor for

The director of the playhastried to
create a typical court atmosphere on
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Theatre Art Unit presents

Thel50th show of Court Martial
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the stage. Sometimes, his approach
tothe court martialis alittle exagger-
ated.

Replicated Army uniform
designed by Rima Rafiq has been
used asthe costumeofthe play.

Hamayet Hossain Tapan has
created a courthouse by using a few
chairs-tables and two witness boxes
onthestage. ]

Thandu Raihan's light design is
simple, His colour composition
using blue light from the top to
emphasise the soldier's hanging at
theend ofthe playwas appropriate.

Shimul as Captain Ratna per-
formed better than others. However,
M Bari as Colonel Rabbi, Selim
Mahbub as Major Mahmud and 1zaz
as Major F A Khan had the potential
tomake the playmore interesting.

'Positive attitude in life is important'-- Shalc_ilcz -

EID SPECIAL

Fashlnn is !.omelhlng t‘haL with

- ,f,rememher that bell-bottom trousers with hort
| Kaniiz and Churidar Oma - was the ‘in'

during our college days. These styles have ©

kb

itone! thing which both

say yes to herbal care

i Herha] makeupis the 'in! thingnuw Like all other
| trendy people T am also addicted towards herbal
products. Henna, uptan, neem oil, hnneya:e the
; bounties of nature which keeps yourskin tingling.
| ibelieve that ifone wants to be beautiful one miust
work on it,. The most important thmg to me is
i 'hmwver apnsm\rcat‘htudcm}lfe_ i

Mamla Ek Koti Taka on ntv

Asaduzzaman Noor and Champa in @ scene from the drama
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Satellite channel ntv has a vast array of special

programmes on Eid, The gala will start from the
Chand Raat the night before Eid --with the re-
telecast ofits anniversary programme, From the
Eid day to thenextfour days, a colourful feast of
plays, telefilms, magazine shows, programmes
onmusic, children, fashion and dance and a few
mainstreamn feature films will' entertain the
audience.

Hereis thehighlightofone of lhe]r telefilms;
Mamla Ek Koti Taka. Written by Ahsan Habib
and directed by Tanvir Hossain Probal, the
viewers can enjoy their fourth day of Eid with
laughter. The film will be telcast at 8:15pm. In
this star-studded telefilm, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Aly Zaker, Monir Khan Shimul, Mamunul

Haque, Ejazul Islam, Saleh Ahmed, 'I"mm
Mirittika and Champa will be seen in different
roles,

The comedy revolves atound an amount of
Taka 1 crore. Two men are the main characters of
the telefilm. Zaved has returned from Germany,
while Rafiq is a poor man from a remote village
Jaria. They both have their eyes on the Taka 1
crore and in search of this sum they reach
Dhaka. There they accidentally meet Apala, the
daughter of avery rich man. These two boys get
involved with her father who is not a very inno-
cent person. They don the guise of palmists and
investigators. To complicate matters, they are
,on the one hand, looking for the man who has
got the money and, on the other hand, policeisg
after them. A series of events are then set in
motion.

Leonardo DiCaprib"_
goes mercenary

AFF, Lo.smlge!es

 Politically active US screen supemtar Lea

nardo DiGaprio is to produce and star inan
action movie about the gmwmg mle of rnc,r»
CcEn i]l'lES ll"l wars.

The Titanic icon, who spent months
campaigning, for former US presidential
cantlidate John Kerry, wants to mix the basic
elements of a screen thriller with the cau-
tionary theme of uutsourmrlgwa.r. acoord.[ng
ioDmeVanery

The movieistobe wdttenhy Smn Bums,
financed by Initial Lntertamment,(jroup and
Beacon Pictures, which will prodiice the

movie along with DiCaprio's production
firm AppianWay.

The 29-vear-old DlCapno, a passmnqte
envitonmentalist, stars in the clnematic life
story of US billionaire Howard Hughes, The
Aviator, which opens in North Amenct tfus
month.

“News Bulletin

BTV

News Headiines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
4 pm.B:00 pm.

* News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late'Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i i

1 News {Bangla) al 7:15 am. 9:00am.
|\ 7:45pm, 9:00pm, 10:30, 12:15 2m.
Telecasl of BTV news (Bangia apd
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am,10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla nﬂﬂ
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) a1 9:00 a.m,10:00
am; 1%:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines {Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. €15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:20 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pim.7:30 pm.AD:30 pm.

1] Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
{41 English) at11:30 pm,

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Banga) 2t 530 prm. 7:30

pri.
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30

.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30

‘ Evewhuurmhehum
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Spy Game
OnHBO at10:25pm

Genre: Action/Drama/ Thriller
Cast: RobertRedford, Brad Pitt, Catherine Mc{:ormack
Director: Tony Scoft

69

OnChanneli9:35pm

Drama Serial )
Cast: JayaAhsan, Anam, Tisha, Tinnl, Protit

Writer: Anisul Haque, Director: Mustafa Zaman Faruqul
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