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AFSAR AHMED
I Tis the essence of abygone era

that arises from the narrow

lanes and narrower by-lanes.
Preserved in these streets once
frequented by the royalty is the
fragrance of attar--the perfumes of
kings and queens, which harkback
to the fragrant era of tammadun
and tehzeeb.

Antar--the Urdu transcript of
which means 'divine fragrance’ is
originally derived from the Arabic
word Itr, meaning perfume. The
celestial cologne has, so long,
maintained its antiquated exis-
tence in the Nawabi era of Dhaka,
although' the availability is now
restricted only to a handful' of
shopsin the Old City precincts and
near the Baitul Mokarmram Mosque.

According to the Holy Quran,
Muslims cannot use any other
perfumes but attar because of the
alcoholic content in most of them,
which' is a religious prohibition.
And that'swhythere arestill people
who go for the exotic scent during
religious occasions like Eid' and
Jummabar,

What distinguishes attars from
western perfumes is that they are
oil-based and are made totally
from organic materials. Old texts
mention that the floral group,
primarily used for aftar manufac-
ture, was rose, beli, jasmine,
champa, molesari and tuberose
along with roots like ginger and
others. Sandal, cinnamon and aloe
bark were also used. Heavy odours
likemuskand myrrh were also used
with khus.

The traditional technique of
attar-making has remained
unchanged since the time of the
Mughals. The process is slow,
labour intensive and weiled in
secrecy, There is a haze of fragrant

Stacks of variﬁus kinds of atfar bottles ready for sales on the eve of Eid

mystery that surrounds almost
every aspectof attarmaking. 'Itis a
craft that has a rich history and
mythology of its own,' says
Abbasuddin, an aged attar seller
near Baitul Mokarram, on the
apocryphal story of Mughal Queen
Noor Jehan discovering the exotic
Rose Attar. The story goes that Noor
Jehan went fora moming bath and
was delighted with the fragrance of
the oily layer on the water which
had been left overnight to keep it
cool. When distilled, it tumed out
tobeherfavourite rose perfume.

There are hundreds of varieties. -

of attar around 'the city. The most

A young aftar-specialist testing the magic potion

expensive brand Havoc comes
from France and costs Tk. 30,000
per ounce. Kasturi, a musk of the
deer navel, costs TK. 800 per ounce
while the Magnet costs Tk. 600 per
ounce. However, the most popular
one is the Swiss-made Jannat-ul-
Ferdous--selling at Tk: 150 per vial
of 10 grams.

There are a lot more in the
cheaper range, for the poor and
middle class consumers. Beli,
Kacha Beli, Henna, Mushkamber,
Vickey, Gul-e-Laila, Darbar range
fromTk. 10 to Tk. 60 per ounce.

‘The imported perfume brands
have overrun us and our business,
weaning away our clientele,’
laments Jamil Ahmed, who runs
Kannauj Perfumery Attar House--
one of the oldest and largest attar
outletsin thecityat Mitford Road.

Bottled in attractive cut glasses
of various shapes and sizes known
as druums or shishis, a dash of musk
is added to the attar to give it an
international touch, Jamil informs.
He rues the tendency of the youn-
ger generation to denigrate attaras
outdated. 'It's a pity that the youth
do not take pride in their heritage
and historyanymore,' hesays.

Recalling the erstwhile flourish-
ing attar market, Jamil who is ‘the
third generation to inherit the
business started by his ancestors,
says, 'Previously, we used to have at
least: 100 people coming and
checking out our ranges of exotic

and exquisite perfumes. Today,

fragrance

however, we have hardly a dozen
people even though prices have
been drasticallyreduced.”

There is a polarity of opinion
about aftar. Says North South
University student Abeer, '"Who
would'like to be labelled as out-
fashioned by using attar these
days? 1 would rather use an
expensive Hugo Boss or amoder-
ately priced Axe to be in tune with
the times." In total contrast,
counters Mamunmn, ‘I am seriously
contemplating to switch over to
attar from the usual deodorants
and perfumes.'

The fact is that the enticing
fragrance of yesteryears is slowly
but surely being pushed into
oblivion. 'The loss will mean
parting with' our own heritage.
What is more distressing is that

-nothing can be done to undo the
declinein attar's popularity,’ says
Hazilbrahim Khan, an attarlover.

Today as Bangladesh finds its
new identity in the twenty-first
century, its urban society is now
much more in touch with foreign

~products and foreign lifestyles.

Buying habits are bhanFinﬁi:_" I

Western perfumes are now
available over the counter. The
traditional attar is suddenly an
endangered species except on
special days like Eid and
Jummabar.

CHANNEL CLICK
Eid fiesta on
Channeli

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Ahmed, Ahmed Rubel,
Sirajul Islam, Muhammad' Bari, Parvin
Mahbuba, Ashraf Kabir and others.
Interestingly, to give a convincing por-
trayal, popular actor Selim Mahbub has
actually shaved his head.

Synopsis: A group of skinhead people
suddenly appear in a traditional village.
They take shelter in- a house where every-

Channel i's six-day long celebration of Eid-
‘| ul-Fitr feature drama Ektara Dotara.
| Written and directed by Reézanur Rahman,
the drama will be telecast at 9:35pm on the
day before Eid. Here is a highlight on the

drama;

The story of Ektara Dotara is based on the
g:ccd of people. and their conflicts.
Although the theme is a serious one, the
play itself is a comedy featuring Tania

Selim Mahbub, 1

body finds out that the leader of the group,
Bulbul, is in reality a rich guy who is also
very kind to common pcople. But he'has a
quirk: he cannot stand' people with long
hair. He interviews people for hours and if
satisfied he shaves the head with the per-
mission of that person.
and Arthokari, two mysterious characters,
mange to get involved with the group and
weird things start to happen.

., Meanwhile, Ali

Performers of the play Ektara Dotara
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Afsar Ahmed: A trend setter
in theatre

ERSHAD KAMOL

Theatre personalities all over the world are introducing a
variety of experimental theatre forms. In Bangladesh, Dr
Afsar Ahmed along with his colleagues has successfully
developed a new form--neo-ethnic theatre--in the thea-
tre lab of the Department of Drama and Dramatics at

Jahangimagar University.

Afsar says, "We have been practising neo-ethnic thea-
tre in the theatre lab in the department of Drama and
Dramatics for 12 years. A few theatrical groups have also
staged neo-ethnic. theatre in mainstream theatre in

Dhakabased on ourconcept.'

What is neo-ethnic theatre? Afsar says, ‘In the early
1990s, 1 did some ethnographic research on the ethnic
communities in our country such as Marma, Chakma,
Hajong and others. At that time I found that the ethnic

" people have unique myths and fables, which are aestheti-
cally very rich. Some of these performing art forms are in
classical mode. However, somelimes even the ethnic
peoplein theurban areas do not stage these art forms. We
call these performing art forms as ethnic theatre. Like-
wise, neo-ethnic theatre is based on the shape of the
ethnictheatreinourtheatrelaboratory.

Afsar has so far written and directed 14 neo-ethnic
plays baséd on the ethnic theatre of Marma, Chakma,
Garo and Hajong communities, These have been staged
by the students of the drama department of

Jahangirnagar University.

'Inmy work, I have sometimes created parallel myths

Dr Afsar Ahmed

to the original ones. Keeping the structure of the art forms

unchanged, I have blended modern concepts for better

expression,' Afsaradds.

Afsar is now making a documentary serial for ATN
Bangla on the decaying cultural heritage of the country.

Talking about this latest effort Afsar says, "The documen-

tary shows vignettes of our decaying culture such as our

rural sports, rural marriage, folk songs, performing arts,
heritage and archeological monuments.

Bono, McCartney join
Band Aid 20 lineup

BILLBOARD, London

Paul McCartney, U2 frontman Bono,
RobbieWilliams and Dido are among
the performers lined up for the new
recording of the all-star 'Band Aid'
charity single Do They Know It's
Christmas.

The tune, which will be credited to
'Band Aid 20" in acknowledgement of
the anniversary of the 1984 release,
will be issued on November 29in the
UKon Mercury/Universal.

Others' on board include Snow.

Patrol' and Natasha Bedingfield.

McCartney will play bass on the track
andBono will repriseone corthemost

famous lines in the original lyric:
‘Well tonight, thank God it's them
insteadofyou." .

MeCartney, Williams and Dido are
understood’ to be recording their
parts separately from the November
14 session at London's Air Studios;
Williams recorded the whole track in
LosAngeles earlier.

British artist Damien Hirst will

" design the sleeve artwork for the

release, which will raise money for
the Band Aid Trust's famine relief in
Africa, specifically in the blighted
DarfurregionofSudan.

Travis' Fran Healy will play guitar

* on the recording, 'It's dead exciting,’

he told Billboard.com. "When it was
first recorded, I'was 11 and I went
everywherelooking foritandIcould-

n't find it, and now we're going to do!

the follow-up to it. It's going to be
great, McCartney's doing it, Bono's
going to sing his own line, and we're
going to help out with some music,
with Nigel [Godrich, who'll produce
the single]. I really wanted to get

(Clockwise from top leff) Paul McCartney, Bono, Didoand Robble Willlams

Franz Ferdinand involved in it--1
think they're going todoiit.'

‘Midge did a thumbnail sketch of
the original with new music on it,’
Healy continued. 'He's got the Dark-
nessdoingthe guitars atthe end, and
he's changed the arrangement of it.

He shipped that over to LA where
Nigel was working with
McCartney...What I will say is you've
got to buy the record becauseit's the
only record that's going to save lives
this side of Christmas, and you can't
askformorethan that.'
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“| News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
+| amAZ:A0 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
| pm.7:00pm.
11| News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
|\ pm.&:00 pm.
| Nows (English)at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
& Late Night News (Bangla and English)
-‘_‘ 11:30 pm.
| CHANNEL-i
News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telocas! of BTV news (Bangla and
English) a1 11:30 pm.
ATN BANGLA
News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
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Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30pm.

Latest News (Bangla) a19:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.5:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

| ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
%f‘ 12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 5:30 pm.
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News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10;30 pm..

Telocast of BTV News (Bangla and
Enghish) al11:30 pm.
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