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post-Arafat future

AFP, Ramallah

Palestinians waited a.mdnusi{] for

dates yesterday on the condition
nFlheir comatose long-time leader
Yasser Arafat, expressing concerns
about who will take over should he
die. 5

In the West Bank town of
Ramallah, home to Arafat's head-
quarters known as the Mugataa,
merchants said they doubted their
lives would change much should
Arafat's eventual successor come
fromwithinhisinner circle.

Outside Arafat's battered com-
pound, where the 75-year-old was
held under virtual house arrest by
Israel for nearly three years before
being airlifted to Paris for treatment
a week ago, several hundred people,
desperate for news, staged an over-
nightvigil.

But there were no noisy demon-
strations and the area was nearly
deserted early Friday, which is usual
on the Muslim dayofrest.

"People love Arafat, but they

EU voices
solidarity with
Palestinians

AFP, Brussels

The European Union's Dutch presi-
dency expressed solidarity with the
Palestinian people Thursday as their
veteran leader Yasser Arafat was
pronounced "brain dead" in a
French hospital.

| "We expressed oursolidarity with
the Palestinian people and also the
hope thatin the periodahead we will
be able to work with the legitimate
leadlership, with the new leadership
‘of the Palestinian Authority," Dutch
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Foreign Minister Bernard Bot told a -
news conference atan EU summit *

" here.

He voiced backing for new pro-
posals by EU forelgn policy chief
Javier Salana aimed at reviving the
so-called Midcdle East "roadmap”, in
particular after the re-election of US
President GeorgeW. Bush.

Bot said there was now a "win-
dow of opportunity” after the US
elections for Burope and ‘the

'United Srates to work together to
get the Middle East peace process
back on track.

don'tknowwhat'sgoing onand they
don't trust the leaders around
them," said 19-year-old Hanna
Asbah, a Christian who runs a jew-
elry shop with his uncle in Manara,
inthe centerof town.

"We don't know anything, we
have no news. People are not going
to the Muqataa because they will
comewhen he'sdead and they don't
trust the officials so there's no need
tocome."

Arafat has failed to anoint a clear
successor and while he remains a
symbol ofthe struggle for independ-
ence after nearly half a century, his
people are less enamored of other
officials in his corruption-plagued
Palestinian Authority.

A vegetable seller in the Manara
market noted: "All people around
Arafatare dirty people.”

Arafat was "between life and
death” in the Percy military hospital
southwest of Paris but is not brain
dead, the permanent Palestinian
envoy to France, Leila Shahid, told
French radio.

French medical sources have
said the Palestinian leader is in an
irreversible coma and will not
recover.

"Some say he is doing ok, others
say he is dead. We can't have confi-
dence in the people that surround
Arafat, even for information about
his health,” said a hardware dealer
who asked nottobeidentified.

"When Arafat dies, the same
people will be in power," he added,
as a means of explaining why
Palestinians were not converging en
masse to protestat the Muqataa.

"Abu Mazen is the most capable
to succeed,” said Said Amru, 19, a
technology student, who stayed late
into the night with friends outside
the compound.

Mahmud Abbas, or Abu Mazen,
is currently number two in the
Palestine Liberation Organisation
(PLO), and is seen as the frontrunner
tosucceed Arafat.

"Pegple like Abu Amar (Arafat)
but they know that he is not there,"
said 32-year-old clothing seller Zaki

Possible s?u_m':essors to Arafat

Mahmud Abbas and Ahmad Qorel:
Frontrunners to replace Yasser Arafat

Mahmud

Alias Abu Mazen

1935 Bom in Galilee
1948 Exiled to Syria
Is involved in
1959 ¢realing Fatah
In charge of
1980 international
relations for the PLO
i Member of the PLO
1988 axecutive committee
Signs Oslo peace
1993 accords for lhe F_'Lﬂ_
Since  PLO Secretary General
1996 (2 after Arafat)

March 2008 Pﬂma Ministar: !
Sept. 2003 Resigns

Ahmad
‘Qorei

Alias Abu Alaa

| Bomn near
111937 east-Jerusalem
- 1968 Joins Fatah
In charge of
1983 economic affairs
for the PLO
¢ 'Nagolialcr in
§i1e918s Oslo deal
. Palestinian Authority
111994/96 Economics Minister
Participates in
1998 o Plantation talks
1999 President of Palestinian
' /2004 legal council (P&dfmﬂﬂnf)
. ﬁ‘:‘?‘;m‘;, Fiime Minster
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estinians worry about

Rimawi.

"They are.not interested in the
others and in any event, many peo-
ple have a hard time getting around
due to the Israeli roadblocks at the
edges of the city," headded.

Israel imposed a clampdown on
the West Bank Friday and increased
securityaround Jerusalem's Al-Aqsa
mosque compound amid fears ofan
outbreak of unrest in the event of
Arafat's death.

"What do you want me to say?
Most people have got nothing from
this government,” an auto parts
vendor said, referring to the
Palestinian Authority.

"When the Israelis invaded
Ramallah, government officials sent
their wives and children to Jordan
and Cairo, and no one came (o
knock on our doors to ask 'Do you
needanything?'” headded angrily:

"AbuAmmaris the leader but the
mafia is all around him, and this
mafia destroyed the link he had with
the people,” thevendorconcluded.
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PHOTO: AFP

Palestinian refugee Abu Faris and his wife pray for the recovery of their leader Yasser Arafat at the Haifa club camp
on the outskirts of Baghdad yesterday. A sad and silent atmosphere engulfed the small refugee camp housing some
200 Palestinian refugees as their leader Yasser Arafat was "between life and death” in the Percy military hospital

southwestof Paris in France.
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| Arafat burial in

Jerusalem

AFP, Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
has reaffirmed that he would block
moves to bury Yasser Arafat in
Jerusalem, public: radio reported
Thursday as medical sources said
the Palestinian leader was clinically
dead.

"As long as [ am in power, and [
have no intention of leaving, he
(Arafat) will not be buried in
Jerusalem,” public radio quoted
Sharon as telling a weekly cabinet
meeting on Sunday.

A team headed by Sharon's
private secretary, Israel Maimon,
has drawn up areport to explain the
premier’s refusal and why such a
burial would be unpopular in the
countryasawhole.

Israel's private Channel 2 televi-
sion, quoting political officials, said
Israel would gnly sanction an Arafat
burial in the Gaza Strip and would
not allow its arch foe to be buried on
ground itcontrols.

The Arafat family has a cemetery
plot in Gaza and Sharon intends to
pull all Israeli settlers and troops
out of the territory by the end of
2005,
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POST-ARAFAT ERA

- Palestinians :

. End of Arafat era may

Abbas, Qorei set to take:
over leadership

AFPF, Ramallah

Former Palestinian prime minister
Mahmud Abbas and his successor
Ahmed Qorei are likely to slide
calmly into place at the helm of an
interim Palestinian leadershipin the
event of Yasser Arafat's death, ana-
lysts predicted yesterday.

As Arafatlies comatose in a Paris
hospital, Abbas has been headingup
meetings of his Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) and his domi-
nant Fatah faction while Qorei has
been in charge of the Palestinian
Authority (PA).

Both men have been part of the
Palestinian leadership for decades
and their experienced hands at the
tiller should smoothe the passage in
thewake of Arafat.

, .Under the terms of the PA's basic
law, or- ‘mini-constitution, Arafat
should be replaced by parliament
speaker Rawhi Fattuh but his will be

no more than an honourary posi-
tion.

"There is nobody than can truly
replace Arafat but we have legiti-
mate institutions in place to avert
trouble,” said a Gaza-based Fatah
official.

"Abu Mazen will take over as the
head of the PLO while Abu Alaa
(Ahmed Qorei) will stay on as a

prime minister until elections can
he held," said Sufian Abu Zeida.

Abbas currently serves as the
PLO'sgeneral secretaryandhaslong
been the United States' candidate of
choice with the current Palestinian
leadership for his moderate posi-
tions and condemnation of armed
struggle.

He fell out with Arafat during his
brieftenure last year as prime minis-
ter but macde sure he retained his key
roles in the PLO and Fatah after his
resignationinSeptember 2003,

pray for
Arafat :

AFP Jerusalem .

Some 100,000 Palestinians yester- «
day prayed at Jerusalem's Al-Aqgsa
Mosque complex for their stricken
leader Yasser Arafar, marking the
fourth Friday of the Muslim fasting
monthof Ramadan.

Under the warchful eye of a
reinforced Israeli police force, the
faithful dispersed without incident ;
through the tiny winding streets of -
Jerusalem's Old City, an AFP pho-
tographerreported.

More than 100,000 Muslims .
usually pray at the site, the third *
holiest in Islam, every Friday during
Ramadan.

The 75-year-old Arafat remained
in acomainaFrench military hospi-
tal on Friday, with Palestinian offi- -
cials denying reports from medical |
gources thathewas brain dead. :

Late Thursday, small groups of
ultra-nationalist Israali-settlers had
celebrated the news of Arafat's grave .
condition in thestreets of Jerusalem. *

« AFP, Washingron

« The end of Yasser Arafat's reign as

Palestinian leader could nudge US

- officials back into a greater role in

the Middle East peace process they

. accused him of poisoning, analysts

said Thursday.
As Arafatlay comatoseinahospi-

- tal outside Paris, political circles

buzzed with speculationonwhathis
death would mean for US involve-

. ment in the thorny conflice that
- rarely came up in the presidential

campaign here.
President George W. Bush,

* buoyed by his solid re-election

victory, expressed hope Thursday of
making "good progress” inresolving
the Israeli-Palestinian feud in his
second term, but broke no new
ground.

The president, who refused to
deal with Arafar, responded to
erroneous reports ofhis deathwitha

* "God bless his soul™and a pledge to

"continue to work for a free
Palestinian state that s at peace with

‘boost US role in ME

Israel.”

"I think it's very important for
our friends the Israelis to have a
peaceful Palestinian state living on
their border,” Bush told a news
conference. "It's very important for
the Palestinians to have a peaceful,
hopeful future.”

US officials have avoided direct
comment on Arafat's deteriorating
health or its meaning for the peace
process. But the State Department
acknowledged intensification of
discreet contacts with Palestinian
leaders.

With emotions high in the Arab
world, Washington was clearly
careful to avoid being accused of
interference in any jockeying within
the Palestinian leadership to replace
the 75-year-old Arafat.

The United States has kept a low
pmﬁleln :he peace processsince the

"road map" for peace it sponsored
Inst year was left in tatters by recir-
ring cycles of Israeli-Palestinian
violence.

Lankan peace talks
back to square one

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, Colonibo

Finally, after more than two and a
half years of the Norway-sponsored
peace parleys, more and more Sri
Lankans areready to believe that the
ethnicconllict canresume again.

Sri Lankans had been euphoric
ever since theirgovernmentsigned a
historic truce with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in
February 2002, putting an end to
militaryhostilities.

Then came the November 2002
Oslo meet where the Norwegian
government issued a statement
saying the two sides had agreed to
explore the feasibility of finding a
political solution based on federal
systems of governance,

Sri Lankan politicians trumpeted
the Oslo statement as a major
acliievement, one thatwould irrevo-
cably commit EI'TE to a negotiated
settlement. The Oslo declaration, it
was said, was avirtual admission by
the Tamil Tigers that they were

* giving up their campaign to secede
from Sri Lanka.

Now, finally, the LTTE has given a
resounding slap to Colombo - and
indeed the so-called international
community - by declaring publicly
that no political framework or reso-
lution is bindingon itand thatitwas

opposed to what it says is the grow-
ing "internationalisation” of the Sri
Lankan conflict.

Only those who don't under-
stand LTTE would be surprised by
the development.

The latest comments have come
from Anton Balasingham, the
LTTE's London-based theoretician
andits chiefnegotiator, significantly
just after the LTTE ended a mara-
thon tour of Europe where one
country after another advised it to
resume talks with Colombo, end
child recruitment and give up the
violentpath.

In April 2002, ITTE's founder-
leader Velupillai Prabhakaran
announced without battling an
eyelid that he would be willing to be
dubbed a "traitor” - who in LTTE's
dictionary is one deserving death - if
he ever forsakes the Tamil Eelam
cause,

He could not have spoken the
truth better. Surprisingly, the import
of his words was lost on most peo-
ple.

There is no doubt that the peace
process has strengthened LTTE
politically, militarily and diplomati-
cally, notwithstanding the crippling
split it suffered in March this year
when its former eastern regional
commanderKaruna walked away.

Indian PM offers to settle
all disputes with Pakistan

AFP, New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh offered yesterday to resolveall
outstanding disputes with Pakistan,
including Kashmir, as long as
Islamabad keeps its pledge to crack
down on cross-border militant
infiltration.

"We are committed to make an
honest and sincere effort to resolve
all outstanding issues,” Singh told a
conference in New Delhi.

The only condition was Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf should
fulfil his vow to former Indian prime
minister Atal Behari Vajpayee not to
allow Pakistan's soil "to be used for
purposes of cross-border terror-
ism," hesaid.

"If that commitment is observed
in letter and spirit, then India will
resolve all outstanding issues
through dialogue including
Kashmir," Singh said.

Kashmir has been divided
between mainly Muslim Pakistan
and majority Hindu India since
they won independence from
Britain in 1947. Both the nuclear
rivals claim the Himalayan region
and have fought two of their three
Wars overit.

New Delhi says hundreds of
Islamic militants regularly cross
over the border from Pakistan into
Indian-controlled Kashmir to joina

16-year-old separatist insurgency
against Indian rule in the region, a
charge Islamabad denies.

Over 40,000 people have been
killed since the revolt erupted in
1989, according to official figures.
Separatists put the toll at between
80,000and 100,000.

Singh, whose left-backed
Congress government took power in
May, also pledged to cooperate with
the world community to prevent the
spread of mass destruction weapons
and tackle terrorism.

"India is committed to working
with the world community to make
itasafer place,” he said.

India and Pakistan resumed
bilateral talks in January after
Vajpayee initiated a renewal of the
peace process between the nuclear
rivals.

After Vajpayee's Hindu national-
ist government was ousted at the
polls, the Congress government said
it would press ahead with the peace
process.

The Indian prime minister said
New Delhi wanted peace in South
Asiato enable trade to flourishin the
poverty-struckregion.

"South Asia must regain its pre-
eminence in the global economy as
a sub-continent of creativity and
enterprise,” he said. "It is in our
shared interest to wage a joint strug-
gle against povertyand ignorance.”

PHOTO: AFP

Chairman of Pakistan's Tehreek-e-Insaf party and former Pak Cricket captain, Imran Khan (L) talks with chairperson
of India’s United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government and Congress Party President Sonia Gandhi (R) during a
conference as part of the Hindustan Times Leadership Initiative in New Delhi yesterday. The two day long Hindustan
Times Leadership Initiative is being attended by key political and business leaders from both India and overseas, with
the aim of discussing the changing dynamics between India and the world on social, economic and politicalissues.

Putin signs bill
to ratify Kyoto
Protocol

!\P. Muoscow

President Vladimir Putin has signed
a bill confirming Russia's ratifica-
tion of the Kyoto Protocol, the
Kremlin said yesterday, clearing the
way for the global climate pact to
come intoforce earlynext year.

Both houses of parliament last
month ratified the protocol, which
aims to stem global warming by
reducing greenhouse-gas emis-
sions. Putin signed the bill on
Thursday, the Kremlin said.

Without Russia's support, the
pact which has been rejected by the
United States and Australia could
not have come into effect. It needed
endorsement by 55 industrialised
nations accounting for at least 55
percent of global greenhouse gas
emissionsin 1990.

The United States alone
accounted for 36 percent of carbon
dioxide emissions in 1990, while
Russia accounted for 17 percent.

After years of hesitation, Putin
pledgedin Mzg‘tn speedupapproval
in return for the European Union's
support of Russia's bigl to join the
World Trade Organisation. The 1997
pact would take effect 90, days after
Russia notified the United Nations
ofitsratification.

The pact's approval followed fierce
debates among Russian officials.
Russia's foes of Kyoto, led by Putin's
economic adviser Andrei llarionov,
wamed that the pactwould stymie the
nation’s economicgrowth.

Versus

payment of requisite fees.

NOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)

MATTER NO. 121 OF 2004

An application under section 81(2) and 85(3) of the companies Act

AND
Md.Issa Gazi

Register, Jaint Stock Companies and Firms and another

It is hereby notified that an application undcr Sectmn 81 (2) and 85
{3) of the Companies Act, 1994 has been filed before that Honlble
Company Judge of the High Court Division af the Supreme Court of
Bangladesh for condonation of delay in holding the Annual General
Meeting of Guozi Fish Culture Limited for the Calendar year,
2001,2002 and 2003. The Hon'ble Company Judge, Mr. Justice Iman
Ali was pleased to admit the application hz
125.10,2004 and fix the same {or hearing on 24
Any person desirous of contesting the aforesaid application may
appear in the court either in person or by a duly appointed Advocale,
Capy of the application may he obtained from the undersigned upon

...Petitioner

..Respondents

an order passed on
November, 2004.

Md.Harun-or-Rashid
Advocate

Room No. 402, Baitul Abed

53, Purana Polton,Dhaka

Europe should bolster
powers in face of
strong US: Chirac

AFP, Brussels

French President Jacques Chirac
said yesterday that Europe should
bolster its united power on the
world stage, in the face of a strong
United States reinforced by the re-
election of President George W
Bush.

"Europe today has more than
ever the need to strengthen itself, to
reinforce its unity and its dyna-
mism," Chirac told reporters on the
second day of a European Union
summithere.

"Itis obvious that the assertion of
strong American policy leads (us)
quite naturally to reinforce Europe
on political and economic fronts,"
hesaid.

Chirac, the main opponent of last
year's US-led war on Iraq, has long

- plan by Europe to overtake the

argued for a multipolar world rather
than allowing a single world super-
power to remain after the collapse of
theSoviet Union.

On the economic front, the two-
day EU summit debated the so-
called Lisbon agenda, a flagging

United States as the world's "most
dynamic" economy by2010.

The French leader said that
politically, the EU's new constitu-
tion signed a week ago in Rome must
enable Europe to bolster its unity "in
the face oflarge powers in the world,
existing or in the future".

Chirac also downplayed the
significance of opinion polls show-
ing negative public reaction to
Bush's re-election. "I don't think
that the French have cause for con-

cern,” hesaid.

Bush's 2nd-term agenda
would add big costs

AP, Washingron

With federal deficits already run-
ning amok, it is unclear how
President Bush will pay for his sec-
ond-term agenda, a potentially
multitrillion-dollar smorgasbord
that includes overhauling Social
Security and revamping the tax
system.

Bush laid out lofty goals
Thursday at his first news confer-
ence since his Election Day triumph.
He said he wanted to buttress Social
Security, simplify the tax system,
strengthen the economy, fight
terrorism, bolster education, and
battleAIDSand povertyabroad. .

"I eamned capital in the cam-,
paign, political capital, and now I
intend to spend it," the president
said. o

But all the political capital in the
worldwon't pay for his pricey priori-

ties. And unlike four years ago, when
his first term began amid projec-
tions for $5.6 trillion in federal
surpluses over the next decade, the
budget's futurelooks bleak.

Thanks to recession and the
burden of higher spending and tax
cuts that Bush won, the nonparti-
san Congressional Budget Office
now sees $52.3 trillion in accumu-
lated deficits over the next 10
years. That excludes the costs of
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
easing the alternative minimum
tax's growing burden on middle-
class families, and the long-term
crunch retiring baby boomers will
place on federal support programs
like Medicare.

That leaves deficic hawks won-
dering how Bush would pay for his
second-term wish list, finance the
wars and meet his goal of halving
federal shortfalls by 2009.
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1)), Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited

Information Technology Division, Head Office
40 Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka 1000

(Flequest for Proposal (FIFPD

Tk.2,000.00 (non-refundable).

pm in presence of the vendors.

reason whatsoever,

Sealed Request for Proposals are invited for short listing of tech-
nically capable vendors from bonafide International / Local
Service providers for supply, installation and commissioning of
Wide Area Network (WAN) at IBBL between its Head Office (1
mbps), 6 Zonal Offices (512 kbps) and 146 branches (128 kbps)
based on TCP/IP. Detailed particulars and specifications of the
work are available in the RFP which can be obtained from the
office of the Vice President, Information Technology Division, 18
Tower (6th Floor), 40 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka - 1000 during the
office hours from 08.11.2004 to 30.11.2004 at a cost of

The RFPs will be received at the office of the Vice President,
Information Technology Division from 01.12,2004 to 05.12.2004
up to 3.00 pm. The RFPs will be apenad on 05.12.2004 at 3.15

The Islami Bank Bangladesh limited reserves the right to accept
or reject any proposal, partially or wholly without assigning any

Vice President




