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Dhaka Univ‘ersity {DU) seems to
- have stuckin arut of never making
aprobe report public. Nota single
report on some 500 investigations
formed by the university in the last
three decades has been brought

. intolight.

"No probe report was ever
published and no actions taken on
any. It's a farce in the name of
investigation,” said DU Treasurer
Prof Syed Rashidul Hasan who
headed at least eight of about 50
DU probe committees commis-
sioned inthelastcoupleofyears.

"Actually we don't dig out facts

DU probe reports never
come to light

but conceal them in the name of
inquiry," washis candid admission.

The professor said, "We, the
teachers, are not investigation
officers and have not the required
logistics at our disposal to inquire
into incidents: So, what a probe
committee formed by the varsity

does is look into the case only

perfunctorily.”

In view of the relentless vio-
lence, corruption, forgery, sexual
harassment etc on the campus of
the country's so-called premier
academic seat, he also suggested
forming a permanent investiga-
tioncell.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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SHOPPING SPREE Eid shoppers crowd in front of Eastern Plaza at 10:00am yesterday, the weekend, even before the market opened. Frantic shopping has
gripped the city markets with only abouta week to go before the Eid.

PROBLEMS DOGGING POWER SECTOR

Donors may shy away

Rr.mm' IO\R.'IM Bmom

Po]ilical inl_:crfemm:e in setting up
‘new power plants, mismanagement
andthe government's foot-dragging
on power sector reforms have made
uncertaindonors' investmentin the
sector,

TheWorld Bank (WB) has alrcady !
- rolled back funds it committed fora

power plant and channelled the
funds to post-flood mhahmmuon'

programmes.

le I.-.ccmomlc Rc]anons
Division (ERD) last month wrote a
letter to the Local Consultative
Group (LCG), a platform of the
development partners in
Bangladesh, inviting it to hold nego-
tiations to thrash out the problems
doggingthe powersector,

Sources at the LCG said the
donors are discussing the proposi-
tion and hinted at the donor agen-
cies taking a hardline stance on the
powersectoroddities.

« antifungal
« anti-fading
« antilaking

Chmr ofthe LCG andWB Country
Director Christine 1 Wallich. on
September 26 wrote ta’the prime
minister about the donors' dissatis-
faction with the powersector.

The government eatlier told the..

donors that $3.6 billion in invest-
ment is needed in the sector for
generation, transmission and distri-
bution of powerto meetthe demand
until 2007. The sector needs $1.6
billion funding for new power gen-
eration plantsalone.

It had also told the donors that
each year the demand increases by,
450 megawatt (mw) and an addi-
tional 3000 mw is required to meel
the rising demand until 2007.
Besides, power generated at present
is about 1000 mw short of require-
ment. g

Agovernment estimate puts at 30
percent the proportion of the popu-

. lation having access to electricity,

but independent estimates put
lesserfigure,

The government expects about §
|30 percent of the $1.6 billion to be

financed by independent power
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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More than 200 major fields of study. including architecture, art, business,
comumunications, computer science, engineering, graphic design,
health administration, IT,-pre-medicine and many others.

Associate-Bachelor-Master-Doctoral levels from universities in
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SHERATON HOTEL, DHAKA

| 'Mugging on rise

before Eid

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ﬁsEi?»uI-Fm nears, more and more
people are ge muggedin ic-
ular by gangs ttm?a u@gge whgaéurug
their preys to make them uncon-

sciousand steal.
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) alone treated more than
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Strong watch
keeps bigots
at bay

Six EU envoys visit
Ahmadiyya mosque,
Amnesty concerned

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Strong police surveillance and civil
society resistance yesterday Kept at
bay religious bigots who had threat-
ened to seize an Ahmadiyyamosque
in the city's Nakhalpara while
Ahmadiyyas in Brahmanbaria held
the Friday congregation sans Azan
underpolice guard.

In Narayanganj, too, fear of arrest
held the local fanatics off
Missionpara Ahmadiyya Mosque
they had declared’ last month to
captureyesterday.

Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat,
Bangladesh' (AMJB) thanked the
government and hailed the civil
society steps notingthe gavernment's
role provesitcanresistthe fundamen-
talistmenaceifitwantsto.

Expressing solidarity with the
Muslim minority sect and to lend a
hand to the civil society move, a
delegation of the envoys of
European Union (EU) countries
visited Ahmadiyyas at Nakhalpara
mosque. The delegation hoped the

| government of Bangladesh would

ensure the fundamental rights of all
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

24-hr tranéport
strike today

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Road Transport Workers
Federation will enforce a 24-hour
transport strike acrogs the country
today protesting' the killing of
Rangpur transport leader Abul
Kalam' allegedly by Rab' (Rapid
Action Battalion).

To make the strike a success,
transport workers held a rally at
‘Muktangan in the capital yesterday
with Acting President of the federa-
tion, Shahajahan Khan MP in the
chair.

Addressing the rally, Shahjahan
Khan demanded that the govern-
ment meet their six-point demand,
including the trial of the killers of
Abul Kalam. He said, "We urged the
government several times to. take
measures to curb terrorism and

extortion, but the government did

notpayheedtoourcall.”

He threatened to launch a mas- |

sive movement to realise their
demandsafterthe Eid.
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Supporters of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat light candles yesterday in front of the French military Percy Hosp]tal
in Clamart, south of Paris, where Arafat is belng treated.

Arafat 'between
life and death'

Palestinians strugle to select successor

1959 Cl&ﬂfes Fa!ah fn Kuwa:l
Palestine Liberation
avamenf}

11969 Leader of PLO (Palestine |

Lrbemrfon Organfsaﬂon}

1970 Forced out of Jordan,
moves to Belrut

1982 Moves to Tunis after 1he
Isragli invasion of Lebanon

: 1993 Slgns‘the Osin paaca ‘aocords

on Palestinian autonomy.
Wins Nobel Peace Prize

1994 (with Israelis Peres and Rabin) |

riumphal return to Gaza

Elected Prosident of
Palestinian Authorlty

After a series of Palastininn 5
2001 guicide attacks, Israel
confines him to Ramalah

1996

AFP, Paris

Yasser Arafat remained in a coma in
a Paris hospital yesterday as the
Palestinian and Israeli governments
made preparations to prevent a
descent into anarchy in the event of
theveteranleader'sdeath.

Aspokeswoman for Arafat denied

that the 75-year-old was brain dead
but admitted he was comatose and
"between life and death”.

"He could wake up, but he could
not wake up,” Laila Shahid, one of
handful of people authorised to visit
Arafat, told Frenchradio.

The coma was such that Arafat,
who has personified the Palestinian
fight for a homeland for nearlyhalfa
century, could stayinit "along time"
or"come out ofit," she said.

French meédical sources had said

Thursday that Arafat was "brain
dead" and only breathing with the
help of life support machines at a
military hospital in Clamart on the
southwestern outskirts of Paris.

It marked a dramatic deteriora-
tion for Arafat who was airlifted a
week ago out-of hisWest Bankhead-
quarters, where he had been kept
under virtual house arrest by Israel
fornearlythreeyears.

More on page 9

While insisting that talk of Arafat's
permanent demise was prematuire,
Palestinian officials are trying to
make sure that his death does not
leave a power vacuum or trigger an
outbreak of violence in' a society
where the number of gunmen has
mushroomed during the four-year

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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