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Rugs Steeped. in history

AFSAR AHMED

VEN if it's not Aladdin's magic carpet, the lure

of the 1,000 year old traditional jute rug --

Satranji continues to have buyers in its thrall.
The clegance and splendour of the rug is believed to
have l:aptimted even the great Mughal' Emperor
Akbar,

The cpmof&m}: was evident both in palaces
and huts. Recently, the lyrical beauty of the Satranji
swas on display at the lounge of the Pan Pacific
n Hotel. Hanging on walls, placed on a
traditional Palanko( the highly decorative antique
bed of kings, nawabs and zamindars), the soft lighting
created a dreamy atmosphere with splashes of bright
colours atthe exhibition premises.

With the title 'ColourYour Home with Village Art', a
three-day exhibition started on October 3. The organ-
iser was famous designer Bibi Russell in collaboration
with Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel. The exhibitionis a
fund raiser.' Twenty percent of the proceeds will be
donated to Lifebuioy Friendship Hospital. The rest of
the funds will go to the North Bengal weaver commu-

nityv\;ho made these magnificent rugs,' said Bibi. "We

"atranjl Weaving for a cause

Elegance and splendour on display

dignitaries and foreigners.'
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are focusing on the women weavers of Rangpur. They
have suffered aseries of natural adversities- the harm-
ful flood, devastating rains and drought. Conse-
quently, these people are uncertain about how to
celebrate Eid. And thus this show has been organised
to generate money for them before Eid.'

The venue, she adds, is ideal. To quote her, ‘'The
lounge of Sonargaon is the best place for such an
exhibition' as the foreigners are also likely to be
attracted to it. Secondly, the hotel is not charging for
thevenue.'

Manabu Komatsu, Resident Manager of Pan Pacific
Sonargaon, is equally enthusiastic about the exhibi-
tion.! There i5 a side to Bangladesh apart from its
poverty and natural calamities. The colourful life of
the village people and their crafts charm the foreign-
ers, These rugs are so magnificent that one can hang
them on walls as paintings.' He adds that this is an

In the exhibition, around 80 Satranjis made of 100
percent jute, are on display with various colours and
designs in folk tradition. From: Pilpa, which was

-known as Hatipaya to Jafri, Itkhati, Latai the tradi-

tional mingled with modemn designs depicting the
motifs of elephant footprints, motifs from Jamdani
and the intrinsic geometrical patterns. About the
designs Bibi says, ' The traditional motifs are abso-
lutely superb.What!I do is add some modem concepts
toitwith colourseparations.'

The price range of the 46 feet Satranjiis Taka 1,000,
Apart from the rugs, there are colourful bamboo
baskets, trays and chairs. Papier mache notebooks,
photo-stands and gorgeous boxes are also on view at
the exhibition.

'['am looking forward to the sale as it may help | Lhc !

weavers of North Bengal,' concluded Bibi.
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What to watch on Eid & - Palkilaunched

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Channel i is all set to celebrate the
Eid-ul-Fitr with fun and entertain-
ment. The six- day long fiesta will
start a day prior to Eid. The
programimes, spa’:wlfy made for Eid,
include 12 plays, nine telefilms, six
musical programmes, two children's
show, two magazine programmes
and the world premiere of the feature
film; Shyamol Chhaya by celebrated
writer-director. Humayun Ahmed.
Herewe highlight onthefilm:

Written and directed by popular
litterateur Humayun Ahmed, this
feature film isanother production of
Impress Tele Films. The cast is typi-
cal of Humayun Ahmed which
includes Humayun Fareedi, Shimul,
Shawn, Riaz, Swadhin, Syed Akhtar
Ali, Tania Ahmed, Ahmed Rubel,
Ejazul Islam, F&ruque Ahmed,
Shamima Nazneen, Jesmine Parvez
and others. The story revolves
around the sufferings of the war-
ravaged people of Bangladesh. The
film will be screened on Eid-day at

Humayun Fareedi (c) In a scene from the film

. 3:00pm. The story begins with the
refugees fleeing towards the border
on a boat. Pitambar and his blind
father and grandmother, Karimwith
his daughter-in-law Ratri, Fuli with
her mother, Mowlana Munshi
Muslem and his wife Begum and
Gourango with his mother and wife

are the passengers on board. The

boatmen are taking them to a safe
place away from the fierce claws of
war. All the people on board are
devastated with the horror of war
and are the victims of the war, As the
story advances, different events
unravel.

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

Aweek from now, cine buffs across India will be able revisit the K Asif's 1960
Hindi film classic Mughal-e-Azam, Indian cinema's biggest blockbuster,
starring thespian Dilip Kumarand Madhubala, this time in colour.

This film was released for the first time on August 5, 1960. It has been
dusted and dressed up acquiring both coloiir and dolby sound and is slated
for release in more than 100 cinema halls across the country on November
12,

Itis the first time that a black and white film, turned into colour, will geta
theatrical release in the world,' claims Deepak Salgia, project director of the
coloured version of Mughal-e-Azam on behalf of the original producers of
the movie Sterling Investment Corporation.

The making of the 85 percent black and white edition of Mughal-e-Azam
cost Rs one and half crore at a time when most films did not need more than
one millionrupees andittook Asifadecade to complete the film.

It will be interesting how this generation of cine-goers react to the scene

{ with the memorable song Jab Pyaar Kiya to Darna Kya. This song which was

lip synched by Madhubala dancing in the Sheesh Mahal: Who can forget her
image reflected in hundreds of mirrors all around-- something thathad once
drawn viewers to the movie again and again afterits firstrelease?

The making ofthat song sequence alone had cost Rs 151akh, said Laxman.
He points out that by today's standard of film-budgeting and given the elab-
orate and intricate sets of the original film, makmg of Mughal-e-Azam today
wotuld costnoless than Rs230crore.

Dilip Kumar, Naushad and Lata Mangeshkar are expected to be present
when the all-colour Mughal-e-Azam is premiered again in a Mumbai cinema
hall on November 10, said Laxman. 'Dilipji is extremely happy about the
colourversion ofthefilm, headded.

The colour version of the film would fulfill the dream of Asif, who had

A scene from the film featuring Hudhubala

wanted the original film in colour but had to be content with only 15 percent
ofitincolour.

According to Salgia, the technology that has revived Mughal-e-Azam in
colour hasattracted attention notonlyin Bollywood but also Hollywood.

The promoters of the coloured version of Asif's film are clearly pinning
their hopes that Mughal-e-Azam will rework the magical spell it had caston
cinema-lovers more than fourdecadesago.

The number 25 is significant for
Kumar Bishwajit on account of his
music career as well as his albums. A
few days ago the singer celebrated his
25 years in the music arena. Now his
25th album Smiritir Palki hits the
market.

A launching ceremony of the
albumwas held on November 3 at the
Grand Azad Hotel. Organised by Close
Up, on this auspicious occasionnoted
music director Shiekh Sadi Khan
unwrapped the cover of the album.
Popular singer and musician Bappa
Majumderand lyricistZulfiger Russell
spokeatthe ceremony.

'I've always tried to be creative all
through mymusiclife Andifmysongs
create a small space. in the music
lovers' hearts, only then will I consider
miyselfasa successful singer,' said an
enthusiastic Kumar Bishwajit.
Released by SAREGAMA, Smritir
Palki contains 10 songs.After the’
discussion, the tuneful songs were
played for the audience. [
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L.aal Nil Beguni
On ATN Bangla at9:00pm

Genre: Drama Serial

Cast: Subarna Mustafa, Zahid Hasan, Purnima
Dramatist: Kazi Shahidul Islam, Director; Zahid Hasan

Enterthe Dragon
OnHBOat9:30pm
Genre: Action

Director: RobertClouse

Cast: Bruce Lee, John Saxon, Kien Shih
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