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Republicans celebrate as polls show US President George W. Bush winning the state of Florida during a post-
election celebration yesterday in Washingtun, Dc.
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US media wonder if Flaws in US electoral
they goofed again

AFPB New York

Itwasn'tsupposedto happen again.
But four years after their 2000 deba-
cle, US media were left wondering
on Wednesday if they had goofed
one more time in rying to predict
the results of a nail-biting presiden-
tialelection.

Both Fax and NBC reported that
Republican President George W.
Bush would win the state of Ohio,
with its 20 electoral votes bringing
the incumbent to the doorstep of re-
election victory aver Democratic
challe nger John Kerry.

campaign ulckly fired
backtha votes wuu] have to be
counted and refused to concede,
raising the spectre of another legal
battle -- and more potential embar-
rassment for the US broadcast

glants,

The 2000 election made history
for many reasons, not least because
the US networks made an carly
projection that Al Gore would win
Florida, astate he ultimately lostin a
bitter fight that went to the Supreme
Court.

Tom Brokaw admitted: *I not only
- AFPB Washington

have egg on my face, [ have an entire
omeletteall over my suit.”

Brokaw was back in the spotlight

as the 2004 election dragged into the

ground state.

Four years after a closely fought US

: presidential election was decided by
wee hours on Wednesday, after his :
network said Bush was expected to :
carry Ohio, a hotly contested battle- :

a winner in Ohio -- commentators :
were in no mood to gloat as they :

revealed Republicans had been @

.

angered over media election cover- -

age earlierin the day:
In what was supposed to be a

new system intended to prevent any
mistakes,
But despite their best intentions,

comfortable victory.

the Supreme Court, the structural
problems plaguing the way
Americans pick the world's most

. : powerful leader have once again
However on rival CNN -- which -
along with ABC and CBS did not call :

becomeall too evident.

Competing forecasts, com-
plaints over exit polls, a candidate's
refusal to concede defeat and the
prospect of days of wrangling to
determine a winner gave Tuesday's

. electionan eerie resonance with the

. fabled photo finishof 2000.
critical reform, the major TV net- ; hin 1t o

worksscrapped the vote dataservice |
used in 2000 to make the errant call :
for Gore and instituted a cautious,

Then it was Florida; this time it
boiled down to the Midwestern state
of Ohio, where Democrat John Kerry
trailed President George W. Bush by

: 133,000 votes but hoped to make it
: up with provisional and absentee
. ballots.

exit poll data found its way onto the !
Internet well before any of the polls :
had closed on Tuesday -- and it ;
showed Kerry heading toward a @
. court challenges in several states

For the most part, the election
was remarkably trouble-free. Absent
were shrill cries of massive voter
fraud. The nightmare scenario of

\h;.

INTERNATIONAL

resident, better ties

AFEP, paris

World leaders keenly awaited the
outcome of the US presidential
election Wednesday, with many
voicing hope for a fresh start in their
often strained relations no matter
who wins theWhite House.

As the cliff-hanger election saw
incumbent President George W.
Bush seeming to edge ahead of
Democrat rival John Kerry, many
countries called for a newchapterin
relations, putting aside the lingering
animosity over the warinIraq.

"Regardless of who gets into the
White House, you're going to see a
renewed commitment to reach out
to Europe," the US ambassador to
the European Union Rockwell
Schnabel told reporters in Brussels.

system resurface

At the time, NBC news anchor @

never materialized.

But if there is one thing the elec-
tion of 2004 proved, it was that the
potential for electoral chaos high-
lighted in 2000 remains very much
alive every time the archaic US
voting system runs up against a
super-close result.

Few can forget the roller-coaster
battle between Bush and Democrat
Al Gore on November 7, 2000.

Shortly before 8:00 pm (0000
GMT), all the major networks, using
exit polls from a consortium known
as Voter News Service, put Florida's
25 electoral votes in Gore's column
and declared him the likely overall
winner.

But VNS compiled its figures
before polls closed in the state's
strongly Republican panhandle. As
those results came in, the networks
made an unprecedented turnabout
arud proclaimed Florida too close to

At. around 2:15 am (0615 GMT)
the following day, the networks, led

"You're going to see a United
States that is interested in listening
to your concerns, that is going to be
dealing with you, coming from
humility and coming from respect,”
hepledged.

Germany's coordinator for
transatlantic relationships Karsten
Voigt said a new beginning in
European-American relations was
both "passible and desirable.” "I
simply hope that the American
president, whatever his name might
be, will take this opportunity to
reach out to Europeans and say in
both style and substance how we
canworktogether," Voigt said.

But although the final outcome
of the US election -- the second
cliffhanger in four years -- may not
be known for 10 days at least, French

by the conservative Fox News, gave
Florida and the White House to
Bush. Gore was beaten 271 to 266 in
the electoral vote contest and called
Bush to concede, but the drama was
far from over.

As the Republican's lead in @

Florida shrunk to just a few thou-
sandvotes, Gore, who wasleadingin
the popular tally nationwide by

more than half a million, called an :

incredulous Bush to say the race was
stillon.

Anhourlater, the networks again : smaller margin. Ohio is reported to

Foreign Minister Michel Barnier
said it was time for a new phase in
Franco-American relations in a
multipolarworld.

"Europe is acquiring institu-
tional maturity. Relations between
the EU and the US are at a key
moment,” he told RTL radio.

A spokeswoman for the
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat said
they were concerned about Bush
winning a second mandate, with the
Middle East peace process seem-
inglyintatters.

"I fear that they (Bush and gov-
ernment officials) willsee thevote as
validating their policy in the Middle
East," said Palestinian Authority
envoy to France, Leila Shahid.

And Poland clearly favored the

incumbent. "We like strong and
decisive leaders, whom we can
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judge by their acts and not their :

words. George Bush is closer to us :
: the machines used by one-

with his actions. He is predictable

Szmajdzinski told Polish public :

radio.

.

"If Bush stays in theWhite House, ;
relations between the United States *

and the European Union are likelyto

-

improve,” Said Antonio Tajani of :
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's :
: while some in Florida told hotline

Forzaltalia party.

Australian Foreign Minister :

Alexander Downer said Bush would

likely be re-elected and that he did :

not ‘emect major policy: changes:: and suburban Philadelphia failed to

from a second Republican adminis-
tration.

Eleven states 'shun

gay marriage'

BBC NEWS ONLINE

+ Votersin 11US states have approved
: a ban on same-sex marriage,
. according to early returns from a

area e

number of referendums being held
ontheissue.

Oklahoma, Georgia, North
Dakota, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan,

: Montana, Utah, Mississippi and
: Arkansas appear to have approved
. theban bywidemargins.

.

Oregon, which had been

: expected toreject the proposed ban,
: also seemed to support it by a

reversed themselves and said @
Florida was anybody's guess. Bush -
was ahead by 1,784 votes out of :
nearly six million cast and a recount }

started, accompanied by fierce legal © §

maneuveringon bothsides.

Bush's margin was whittled *

down to a final 537 votes and the :

country held its breath as court :
challenges dragged on for weeks,

making their way through the ; 8
Florida court system before ending : §

up inthe US Supreme Court.

PHOTO: AFP

Arundhati Roy, the award-winning Indian novelist and human rights cam-
palgner, is all smiles after winning the Australian Peace Prize in Sydney
yesterday. Roy, who had previously branded US President George W Bush
as a "terrorist”, has sparked outrage here by calling on people to jain the

Iraqi "resistance”.

Karzai declared
new Afghan
president

AFP, Kabul

Incumbent leader Hamid Karzai is
the winner of Afghanistan's first
presidential election, the spokes-
man for the election commission
told AFPWednesday.

"Karzai is the winner," said
Sultan Baheen of the Joint Electoral
Management Body, three and a half
weeks after the landmark October 9
ballot.

The results of Afghanistan's first
ever presidential election will be
formally certified in a public cere-
mony in Kabul at 3:00pm (1030
GMT), Baheen said.

Baheen named Karzai the victor
shortly after the release of an expert
panel's report on alleged irregulari-
ties on voting day.

The UN-appointed panel found
that "shortcomings" on election
day, including the failure and mix-
up of indelible ink meant to stain
voters' fingers to prevent multiple
voting, did not impact the ballot's
outcome,

"There were shortcomings ... but
they could not have materially
affected the overall result,” the
panel's report concluded, according
to a copy sighted by AFP earlier
Wednesday.

Car
Baghdad

B M,ﬁm:

bomb rocks

More foreign hostages snatched

AFP, Baghdad

At least nine people were injured
after a car bomb punched another
hole in battle-scarred Baghdad on
Wednesday, while militants kid-
napped more foreigners and shot
dead a top oil ministry official.

Fires were raging near major oil
wells in northern Iraq after attacks
on a pipeline network halted vital
exports from Kirkuk to Turkey,
dealing a new setback to efforts
bring in much-needed revenue for
reconstruction.

Baghdad shook to the all-too
familiar sound of a car bomb that
injured atleast nine people who had
been waiting in cars at a checkpoint
on the road to the international
airport, medics said.

An all-terrain vehicle sped
towards the crowded checkpoint
but was halted by US and Iraqi
soldiers standing guard, said a
womanwhowas hurtin the blast.

"The suicide bomber detonated
his vehicle as they approached,"
Hiba Hamid told AFP from hospital.

The attack followed a string of
deadly bombings across the country

on Tuesday that killed at least eight
peopleand injured dozens of others.

In the [atest hostage drama, a US-
Lebanese man working for Iraq's
transport ministry was kidnapped
overnight from his house fn the smart
Baghdadneighbourhood ofMansour,

"Masked gunmen burst into his
house as he was entertaining two
doctor friends. They made off with
himalone,” said a police official.

The US embassy had no immedi-
ate information on the abduction
but a spokesman said it was check-
ing the reports. In Beirut, the
Lebanese foreign ministry also said
it had no confirmation but was
checking with its embassy in
Baghdad.

Itis the third time that kidnappers
have snatched foreign civilians from
their home in this area of the capital
within the last six weeks, and it is the
second such attackin just48 hours.

Another five Jordanians includ-
ing four truck drivers were also
reported kidnapped in Iraq, while
the Philippines confirmed that one
ofits nationals was taken along with
a Nepalese and a US citizen and
several Iraqis in Baghdad.

NATIONAL TUBES LIMITED

131-142 Tongi Industrial Area
Gazipur-1710

INTERNATIONAL TENDER

(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Corporation)

API LICENSEE AND I1SO-9001 CERTIFIED COMPANY

TG A2 AL UG GH0ACeTe TS 2/ @snaz/
QA T Al A, 4es TeEEan, Fehann ¢ Faian

Sealed offers are invited by Managing Director, National Tubes Ltd. for supply of Hat Rolled Steel Strips for manufacturing of Waler
Line Pipe, on C&FC Chittagong & CAFC Benapole basis:

Reference No Quantity and Eamest Price of tender Closing/opening date Source of
description of goods money documents and time finance
COM(I/STRIPS- 1500 MT Hat Rolled US$11,000/- Tk 2000.00 Closing 30.11,2004 Cash/any
1500/04 Steel Strips (Quantity or (Taka two at 11-00 AM. Opening untied
may be increased or Tk 6.50,000/- thousand) only on the same day at 11- Credit
decreased) {non-refundable) 15 AM.

Dhaka-1215.

GD-670

In case of unaveidable circumstances the offer will be received on the next warking day and opened on the same place and lime,
Tendar documents may be obtained during working hours (excepting on opening date) an cash payment from the following offices &
the offers will also be received and opened in the Purchase Deptt of the same offices:
1) The Chiet Accounts Officer, National Tubas Lid., Tongl, Gazipur.

2) - The Conlraller of Accounts, Bangladesh Steel & Engineering Comoration, "BSEC BHABAN', 102 Kazi Nazrul [slam Averiue,

\
Md Habibur Rahman
~ General Manager (Commercial)
Phone: 9802737

Laden warns of revenge
for Iraq killings

REUTERS, Dubai

Osama bin Laden said on
Wednesday in a full Internet broad-
cast of a video, partly aired by Al
Jazeera last week, that George W.
Bush had dragged America into a
quagmire in Iraq and wamed of
retaliation for Iraqi deaths.

In the video, posted on Web sites
often used by Islamists as results
from the US presidential election
were being announced, bin Laden
said Bush had ignored advice
against waging "an unjustified war
on Iraq for which there would be no
end”,

"The black gold (oil) blinded him
and he put his personal interests
above the general interests of
Americaso thewar took place, many
died, American money was squan-
dered and Bush was dragged into a
quagmire in Irag which threatens
his future,” the al Qaeda leader said
inthe tape, dated October 24.

"More than 15,000 of our people
were killed and tens of thousands
wounded and more than 1,000 of
your people (Americans) wete killed
and tens of thousands wounded.
Bush's hands are sullied with the

blood of those on both sides just for
oiland to employhis private compa-
nies," bin Ladensaid.

"Remember that for every action,
there is a reaction," he said, adding
that al Qaeda would carry on fight-
ing the United States "until it forces
itinto bankruptcy”.

The complete 18-minute tape
was posted on the Internet after Al
Jazeera aired excerpts last Saturday
in which bin Laden warned of possi-
blenewSept. 11-styleattacks.

Al Jazeera did not broadcast his
remarks on Iraq.

Itwas bin Laden's first video tape
in more than a year and appeared to
be a deliberate attempt to influence
thisweek's US presidential election.

More than 850 US troops have
been killed in combat in Iraq since
last year's US-led invasion to topple
Saddam Hussein. Others have died
in accidents and other non-hostile
incidents.

Bush, who ordered US forces to
capture bin Laden dead oralive after
the September 11 attacks in 2001,
vowed after Al Jazeera's airing of the
video that Americans would not be
intimidated or influenced "by the
enemyofourcountry”.

have also backed an amendment
against civil unions.

"We're certainly going to look at
legal challenges,” Alan Melamed,

amendment, told AP news agency.

: Voters report

- problems with
computer
systems

REUTERS, Washington

Voters across the Uu.ir,cd-sr:m.:.
reported problems with 'bIectmnlc
touch-screen systems onTuesda

what critics said could be “{ﬁ:ﬂ

and strong,” Defense Minister Jerzy * the population were prone to error.

Voters calling in to an election-
day hotline reported more than
1,100 problems with the ATM-like
machines, from improperly tallied
choices to frozen screens that left
theirvotes inlimbo,

Voters in Maryland said congres-
sional candidates were left off ballots,

volunteers that their ballots had

- already been flled out when they

stepped up tovote, watchdogssaid.
Machines in New Orleans, Miami

¢ start punctually in the morning,

tremn

: away from the
. activists wit

leading to long lines at polling
places and prompting some to furm

according to
the Election

. Protection Coalition.

frecrnn

The nonpartisan group said it
had received 1,166 complaints as of
late evening Inmkving a wide array

: ofmachines.

s

-

-

only take place betweenamananda

woman.
"As we profess tolerance.. we

shouldn't change - or have to :

change - our basic views on the
sanctity of marriage,” he said in the
third presidential debate,

"It gives us the uneasy feeling
that we're only seeing the tip of the
iceberg," said Cindy Cohn, legal
director of the Electronic Frontier

. Foundation, a technology-policy

who led the campaign opposing the * RrouDinvolved EEE EORILINE

Officials with voting-systems

George W Bush has!said e s companies said most problems
seeking to change the US constitu- « - horthanthe equipment.
tion to specify that marriage can ;

could be traced to human error,

About 45 million registered
voters are expected to cast a ballot

: on touch-screen systems, which
. have been touted by election offi-

cials as a way to avoid a repeat of the

+ messy recount battle touched off by
+ antiquated punch-card systems in
: Floridafour years ago.

PHOTO: X

Supporters of John Kerry and opponents of Oregon Measure 36, the measure to ban gay marriage, watch in disbelief as
results of the measure appear on Tuesday in Portland, Oregon. Early projections show the gay marriage ban passed.
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