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b preparing list of

hoarders, smugglers

NURULALAM

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) is
preparing a list of smugglers,
hoarders and syndicates ofunscru-
pulous traders operating in the
port city to launch'a major crack-
downon them, officials said.

“The process is now underway
to prepare the list of the identified
hoarders and smugglers who cre-
ate artificial crisis in the markets as
well as economy. We are collecting
information and proper evidence
about them," said Rab
Commander Lt Col Kazi Emdadul
Hug.

- "We will clamp down on them

after a green signal from the h.lgher

authorityin thisregard," he added.

"We are keeping watch over the

identified smugglers and hoard-
ers,"hesaid.

Alrtsaﬂywe have prepared alist

of 30 identified smugglers operat-
ing in Chittagong. Some of them
went into hiding to avoid arrest
during ourraid, " he said.

Meanwhile, Rab' members
arrested one Shafiqur Rahman
alias Haji Shafi on charge of his
involvement in smuggling from
Khulshi posh residential area in
September and recovered huge
foreign currency, several passports
and creditcardsfromhis possession.

He was shown amested in the
sensational 10 truckloads of arms
smuggling case,

Haji Shafi was taken to Dhaka
for joint interrogation before send-
inghimtojailhere,

But he was released from jail on
bail.

Rab team raided Khatunganj
against the backdrop of price hike
of onions and other essentials in
middleof October,

for crackdown

Rab also raided the kitchen
market at Reazuddin Bazar located
inthe heartofthecity.

Rab forced the shop owners at
Khatunganj to sell onion at Tk 15
perkgand asked themnotto create
any artificial crisis in the market
that cause suffering to the public.

The businessmen of
Khatunganj and Chaktai enforced
a day-long strike by keeping the
shutters of their shops down and
staged demonstrations protesting
the Rabraids.

Marketsourcessaid somehoard-
ers went into hiding fearing arrest
during the raids and the business-
men demanded government inter-
ventiontostoptheraidsbyRab.

The Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CCCI)
leaders led by its President Amir
Humayun Mahmud Chowdhury
held a mieeting with the leaders of

Khatunganj and Chaktai' business
communityto breakthestalemate.

CCCI leaders also held a meet-
ing with Rab requesting them not
to launch' further raid on the
kitchen markets without consult-
ing them.

CCCI' leaders: also assured the
businessmen of Khatunganj and
Chaktai of no fresh raid by Rab and
urged them to resume their busi-
ness activities to restore normalcy
in the markets. i

CCCI president told The Daily
Star that by launching Rab raids on
the markets price spiral of essen-
tials could not be brought under
control. He said price hike
occurred following mishandling of
the imported goods at different
levelsbefore reaching theretailers,

"There is a market mechanism
to control the prices of essentials,”
headded.

Eid shoppers comlng out of a posh shopping mall in the city.

mony. on the airport premises. BGMEA
and Chittagong Chamber of Commerce

. and Industries (CCCY) leaders nnd :
. business personalities were present.

.. BGMEA First Vice, President MA

| Salam presided. CCCI President Amir
. Humayun ‘Mahmud Chowdhury,

Directors Sh‘l Huml ‘Hag, HaIaJuddIn

Stending Committee on Alport Cell
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“The cell will provide forelgn buyers
w - With necessary lnformat:on on

- "-anﬂm}afmofﬁwrﬂnm
Chowdhiry ‘and Chairman of BGMEA
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(CEQ) Shafiqui Alam Jewel said, as soon
 2s account officer Biswajit crossed island
of the road, one of the armed miscreants

. approached him from Inside a CNG auto-
| rickshaw standing on the eastemn part of
the road. At the same time, thres other

criminals appaaraddusatuGM Badrui
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Eid shopping in the port city is
gaining momentum as the buy-
ers have started crowding the
markets to piirchase their new
clothes on the occasion ofholy
Eid-ul-Fitr, the largest religious
festival of Muslims.

The posh shopping malls in
the city are being busy day by
day, but the markets for middle
and lower income groups are yet

to gain momentum. ing New Market, Amin Centre,
Shopkeepers said that com- Central Plaza, Lucky Plaza, Mimi
mon people would pour intothe  Super Market and Chittagong
market after Ramadan 20. Shopping Complex. "Mainly
"The number of buyers are Indian sarees, three piece, salwar
not satisfactory till date but I kameez and clothes forkids are
think the scenario will change the attraction of the buyers,"
within days as the employees are.  Mamun, a shopkeeper at
likely to get their monthly salary.  Chittagong Shopping complex,
as well as Eid bonus," Sohel, a said.
hawker who sells garments at Shahnaz Chowdhury Boby, a
Agrabad Commercial Area, said  housewife, at Teribazar market
on Saturday. on Saturday told this correspon-
Meanwhile, the shopping dent that Indian three pieces
malls in the city were illumi- and sarees flooded the market.
nated and colourfully decorated  "But the price is too high for the
with the beginning of Ramadan  middle and lower income people

to attract customers.

"Sensing danger, Biswajit threw the
money-faden packet towards Badnul
Aand Anup but the packet tore apart
.mdd&niy,ﬁdﬂmmneygotscﬂﬁamd__.

‘ontheroad.

| “At this: mga, ﬁw u‘imlnals 1ncluﬂ- :
ing the CNG driver Joined togather to

; mmmmumamm:'
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shoppers are yet to g0 in

Posh city ma.rkcts and shop
ping malls already wore a busy
look and it continues till mid-
night as thousands of shoppers
are thronging the markets to
purchase new dresses and other
household materials before Eid.

On the other hand, the shop-
keepers are on the final race to
enrich their collections to meet
the buyers' demand.

Indian garments are available
at all the posh markets, includ-

this year,” she added.

away on board the auto-rickshaw. And
all these happened in front of the pass-
ers-by and commuters but none came
forward inaid," Jewel said. v
He said Khulshi police amived the
snot just few yards away of ‘my: shop
aﬂer15nﬂmtasandumdaamﬁla
chaseloanumerauto-nmvﬂ

The shopping
malls in the city
were illuminated
and colourfully
decorated at the
beginning of
Ramadan to

attract shoppers.

Indian garments
are favourite to
Eid s_huppers

New fashion "
house opens

A twn-day nm‘ourM mibltlm on fash-
- lon, dress and omaments was held‘on
. Saturday and Sunday on the Shilpakala

i -

The Eid dress exhibition and
Eid Fair is another attraction for
the middle class. 'Bindu', anew

. fashion house only for the
women, has arranged a two-day
exhibition on 'women's dress
and omament' on the local
Shilpakala academy premises on
Saturday.

Designer Suraiya Akhter Ripa,
also owner of Bindu, said that
the exhibition ended with posi-
tive feedback from the middle
class people.

On the other hand, a 20-day
long WE Eid Fair began at
Bangladesh Women Association
(BWA) school ground. Women

| kameej. i
i "Herbuuhmsemmsm mﬂnnaand

|| artistry on terracotta omaments added

1 ‘extra dimension to her: forte," ﬂhmed

Entrepreneurs, Chittagong
organised the fair. Around
50 stalls of clothes and other

household materials, including

sarees, panjabees, bags and
ornaments, were set up at the
fair valley

'Eid Pa.nnaay Mela' began at

many shopping malls and the
markets announced prizes to

draw attention of the customers.
Local sarees are being sold at

the markets for middle class

Academy premisesin the city. _
The exhibition also marked the

' formal launching of Bindu, & new fash-
lon house, abfalnchlldufpmﬂsing_ .

designer Suraiya Akhter Ripa,

Ahmed Newal, former teacher of  Prot
Chittagong Fine Arts College and conve- |
nor of Charu-Shilpi Sammilon Parishad,

inaugurated  ‘the exhibition as ohla1
gueston Saturday. :

He lauded the very creative psyche
and aesthetic sense of Reepain design-

ZOMIR HOSSAIN STICDEM

Hawkers occupy most of the roads stretching from New Market to Reazuddin Bazar once again. They were evicted from
footpaths of the roads to facilitate traffic and public movement just on the eve of Ramadan. They, however, managed to
retum reportedly in connivance with a section of dishonest officials. The hawkers now have not only occupied the foot-
paths but also roads at the very outset of the Eid shopping causing serious traffic jam and immense sufferings to shop-
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full swing

between Tk 400 and 2000, "
Jardashisaree” at Tk 4000°
and Devdas saree between Tk
1500 and 2800. Besides, three
pieces for young girls are
selling between Tk 450

and 1800.

Many crowded the boutique
houses that opened at different
city points particularly at the
residential areas to promote
their Eid sale.

Meanwhile, the authorities
concerned could not enstire
proper security measures to the
shopper. Incident of mugging
has increased at an alarming
rate ahead of the Eid. Atleast 15
such incidents have so far -

been reported in the city,since

the Ramadan began. Many
other incidents rcrnmned unre- |,
ported.

Chittagong Mclropnhl‘.an
Police have deployed only 15001
forces at different pointsin the |
city to check public hazatd.

But the number of police inade-

ers.

life members at a t}lly -

ing saree, three-piece m'-salw- | sad,

Nem; said. -

> ',.'_._NGOS can play

|tal role m

Chluagmu umvmﬂy Wca'cmncallur

said that non-govemmentorganisations

could play-a pivotal role in the social

twu-déy ‘show drew huga .

developmentand poverty radoaion of Banua, Shanta 1
.. the country. !

‘He was speaking as chief guesta‘t a
\ reception  ceremony. organised by

. Chattagram  Foundation Trust to. lts

quate against 40 lakh city dwell="




