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WTO chief slams private sector
for fuelli

AFP, Geneva

sector that most of these disputes

World Trade Organisation chief
Supachai Panitchpakdi on Monday
sharply criticised private companies
like Airbus and Boeing, saying they

were helping to fuel tensions in the

global free trade system.

When asked about the complaint
and counter complaint filed at the
WTO by the United States and the
European Union over state support
to the aircraft makers, Supachai said

the private sector was behind many

of the recent bruising disputes

between major trade powers,

"It's at the level of the private

are here. You're talking about
Boeing, this is a private sector initia-
tive, it's not because of Zoellick and
Lamy," Supachai said, referring to
the top US and EU trade officials.

"I hope the privite sector will
have a constructive attitude,”

Supachai told journalists, adding
that private companies had the
power to determine "how factional-
ised” the multilateral trade system
couldbe.

Tensions over the end of textile

import quotas in 2005 were fuelled

by pressure from private industry;

the WTO director general said, also
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Mirza Tasadduq Hussain Beg, secretary of Economic Relations Division, and Esko Kentrschynskyj, ambassador
and head of Delegation of the European Commission to Bangladesh, sign a financing agreement on the EU-
Bangladesh Economic Co-operation Small Projects Facility (SPF) yesterday in Dhaka. SPF will support mainly

prjvatesac__tnrarganisallons through small grants.
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Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud, director of Bata Shoe Company (Bangladesh) Limited, inaugurates Bata Factaory
Store in front of the company's factory gate at Tongi, Gazipur on Sunday. The showroom is the largest Bata shoe
stora in Asia. Among others, GL Zanacco, managing director of the company, and M Saiduzzaman, CFO and com-

pany secretary, are seen.
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