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I I \ HE director of Joyjatra, Tauquir Ahmed,

is hopeful about the film's release this

Eid-ul-Fitr. The premier show will soon
be screened onntv. Itwill alsobe released in the
newly opened cinema theatre of Cine
Multiplex, Bashundhara City. Tauquir said, 'At
first we thought of releasing the movie in
December. However, it is reaching the
audience earlier than planned. I chose Eid for
ils release because the festival is a big occasion
formycompatriots.’

Joyjatra stands apart from other films
because it the first movie of the country where
the Dolby digital sound system and'cinema
scope camera have beenused. The man behind
the movie, Tauquir, is very hopeful about his
work and said, 'Viewers will greatly enjoy
seeing the film on a big screen, i.e. in the movie
theatres.! Tauquir added, 'My aim is to use
state-of-the-art technology. We can claim the
credit of being the first after liberation to shoot
in cinemascope camera. Soon, more such films
will be made and the governmentis thinking of
buying a cinema scope camera for the Film
Development Corporation (FDC). The
technologyisnotavailablehereso] hadtogoto
Chennai forediting.!

Here Tauquir shares his views on some
issuesonhismind:

Experiences inthe course of filming Joyjatra

1 have a few keywords to describe my experi-
ences with Joyjatra: hectic, nerve racking,
thrilling. The boat shooting is one of the
toughest shooting experiences in the world

The actor-tumed-director Tauquir Ahmed

Humayun Faridee and Tareq Anam play powerful roles in Joyjatra

since the film is based on a journey. OGne-third
of the film was on boat. In the remainder two-
thirds of the film the focus was on avillage.
Teamworkwhileshooting.

Interestingly, most of the artistes are stars.
Starting from Abul Hayat, Hamayun Faridee,
Tarik Anam till Rumana and Shahed, All of
them are good actors. Many of them are senior
to me-- like my teachers. Often the stars, who
werein one boat, needed delicate handling,
Storyline |

You will initially see a blissful village. But soon
the villagers are attacked by the military troops
and have to flee. The time is April 1971, the
beginning of our struggle for liberation. The
film is based on Amjad Hossain's novel Obelay
Osomnay. 1liked the novel a great deal and took
the liberty of making the book into a movie. It's
the story of humanity and survival and not on
Liberation War only. Our message is that every
living being has the right to life. The film also
depicts the communal harmony amongst the
Hindus, Muslims and Christians in our country
forthousands ofyears.

How Joyjatra stands apart from other films on
the LiberationWar

The movie is different from other war movies
because it is authentic. The army costumes,
vehicles and arms are original and appropriate,

We have used the FT6 jet fighter planes and
have picturised some bombing sequences with
explosives minus splints. The antiquated
vehicles were notin good condition. Every time
we started to shoot, the jeep would be knocked
down and we had to repair it. At first the
printers shied away from printing the old
Pakistani currencies for us. However, we
eventually succeeded in convincing them that
wewere a bonafide film crew.

Whether filmgoers want to see yet another
filmontheLiberationWar

There is great demand for good films on the
theme. The Liberation War movies are not over
done. There are very few successhul movies on
the subject, such as Ora Egaro Jon and Abar
Tora Manush Ho which were made long ago.
But in last 30 years successful movies on the
war are few and far between. In recent years
Aguner Parashmani, by Humayun Ahmed, has
attracted a sizeable audience.

The film: whether it is a creative or entertain-
ingmovie

It is totally entertaining: There are elements
such as humour, tension, suspense and thrills.
Itisadifferentkind of entertainment movie but
definitely not like the conventional type with
songsand dances.

Splendours of an Italian display

Of books and handicrafts

FAayza HAQ

The Italian Ambassador's house,
with its lush garden at the back and
heavy pile of carpets, set off about
one hundred books, mostly in
Italian. The display was for three
days, recently. The heavy books on
art--paintings, prints and
drawings, architecture, photogra-
phy and scenic beauty were indeed
splendid. Even if one couldn't
understand Italian, the books
heavily illustrated with glossy
pictures of paintings, sculpture and
typical Italian buildings with
marble arches, colonnades, domes
and parapets attracted the
spectators. If one had the leisure
and inclination, one could browse
through the massive tomes that

presented artists like Michelangelo

Lombardi, Padova, and ones that
covered the whole of Italy and
Europe. One did not have to know
the language as each photograph
spoke forathousand words.

The magnificence of the chunky
jewellery, placed alongside the
books as specimens of Italian
handicraft, was enticing too. These
were in semi-precious stones,
scintillating cut glass and pearls.
These boasted of silver and gold
links, clasps and heavy, ornate as
well as avant-garde pendants. The
large stones varied from turquoise
and coral toflame yellowand black,
and beckoned one like some
tucked away collection of a
duchess with aflamboyant taste.

The exhibition brought in a waft
of Italian cultural roots, even

US Embassy and Pally Baul
Samaj Unnayan Sangstha

--a joint initiative
Towards preserving our folklore heritage

The Cultural Centre of the American
Embassy has initiated a project in
collaboration with Pally Baul Samaj
Unnayan Sangstha (PBS) in order to
promote and preserve our folk tradi-
tion. With a vision to establish the
value and the socio-economic status
of baul artistes and the folklore
communityaswell asto preserveand
revive the authentic cultural tradi-
tions, PBS will work with the Amerni-
can Embassy in this one-year pro-
ject, saysa pressrelease.

On October 28 the organisation
arranged an Iftar party for the folk
artistes at the Engineers' Institution.
Noted folklore specialists Dr Ashraf
Siddique and Dr Reazul Hag were
presentontheoccasion.

Folk and Baul songs reflect our
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traditional values, heritage and
spiritual dimension, invite people
irrespective of castes and! religion
and colour. These are the songs that
provide the concept and vision of an
indiscriminate society and a non-
violent approach towards mankind.
The Sufi-mystics--both male and
ferale--travel from place to place in
gerua attire, carrying musical instru-
ments like ektara, dotara, khanjani
and dhol and a bag called anchala:
they are the traditional bauls and
boyatis. They are the ancient com-
munity with' melodious voice and
gifted mind. But the existence of
these artistes is now at stake because
of poor institutional support unem-
ployment and financial sectrity.

'The younger generation of the

country are drifting away from our
own cultural tradition and have very
little idea about our folklore heritage
and the travails of the artistes related
to this field', said Ferdousi Najma,
the president of Pally Baul Samaj
Unnayan Sangstha. 'Por reviving the
folklore tradition we need massive
campaign, support and patronage
from the countrymen’', she contin-
ued.

The PBS has already started work-
ing on conservation of the folklore
lyricists, musicians, singers and their
works inpure form. The organisation
is collecting information and manu-
scripts of folksongs and
endeavouring to develop the value of
the artistes by providing them finan-
cial assistance.

Penguin Book Fair at Etc.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Thousands of books--fiction, poetry,
travelogues, encyclopaedia,
collections of essays and criticism,
books onlifestyle and religion, books
for children and many other genres,
all from Penguin--are stacked on
shelves and tables for visitors. For the
first time in Bangladesh a book fair of
the'famous intemational publishing

house is on at the Etcetera Bangla-
deshstallat Gulshan.

Buyers welcome the initiative; "We
generally don't get enough of
Penguin's booksin Bangladesh,' said
a visitor at the stall. Although a few
booksellers import classics and
newly published books from
different foreign publishers, the
prices are always very high. Although
at Etc, the prices are not cheap, the

collection has an array of disciplines
to choose one's favourites from.

The joint venture fair organised by
Btc. and Penguin features books
published by the Penguin' UK and
USA only. Besides, books from other
publishing houses that have
agreement with Penguin: are. also
here,

“Etc. has a customer service under’
which any Tk. 500 purchase gives the
buyer a membership that facilitates
him/her with an account at the Ete,
From then on a discount of 5 percent
on the whole purchase is accumu-
lated in that account and the buyer
can later use that amount for buying
books. On the occasion of the fair,
however, Etc. increased the discount
toa 10 percent rate while thereisno
fixed amount for acquiring the
membership. This along with the
attractive collection of books has
boosted up enthusiasm among book
lovers.

Etc. sources said that books of
reference, encyclopaedia and atlas
have sold most. World Desk Referenice
has been' the most sought after
among the reference books. Besides;

and Giotto, with sketches and oil
paintings that one had never seen
before.

Here were also the books on
monuments such as the one on

Padova, Castel del Monte and
world heritage. The tables were
neatly placed with books that
opened up to the photographs, that
took you away to a leisurely world

of Middle Ages and Renaissance as
well as the stages from the
twentieth century. Travel books
were laid out too on Egypt and
places in Italy like Venice, Turin,
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though they were limited to
photographs as in art books in a
libraries and a rare collection of
irresistible strings of semi-precious
and artnouveaustones.

travel guides and lifestyle books also
have had good response. A series of
Marie Stopes books on| pregnancy.
and childcare have been a special
choiceformanywomen.
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On Star Movies at 5:20pm
Genre: Horror / Thriller / Drama
Cast: Bill Paxton, Matthew
McConaughey, Powers Boothe
Fenton Meeks (Matthew

DootEtistiiia
uchio’s Weird

McConaughey), comes forth to tell
the FBI that his brother Adam may be
the serial killer who calls himself
God's Hands, who the FBI has been
searching for. The film uses flash-
backs to show Meeks' childhood with
a father (Bill Paxton) who believed he
was on a mission from God to
destroy demons that inhabit human
bodies. Fenton saw his dad as evil,
while Adam saw him as a hero.
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