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Kanak's quintessential
ethnic vision

Fayza HAQ

ANAK Chanpa Chakma

may not be the first person

to draw the attention of
viewers to the serenity and splen-
dour of the ethnic people of
Rangamati and the rest of
Chittagong Hill Tracts. Earlier,
Gautom Moni Chakma had delin-
eated the passion for peace and
beauty in soft idylls of colour and
lines, says Kanak. However, her
involvement with the Bangladeshi
ethnic world dates back to the
1980s.

Kanak began: her art studies
from the Finc Art Institute from her
home among the hills. She was
inspired by her mother Sarat Mala

Chakma, who has won interna-

" tional awards for her handloom

work. Kanak presents the ambi-
ance of her childhood days on her
canvas and mixed media pieces
and naturally feels enormous pride
inholding up a mirror to her happy
youth to connoisseurs and art
lovers both at home and overseas.
In those times, very few
Bangladeshis were conscious of
the numerous indigenous groups
of people. Kanak wanted to make
her viewers keep abreast of the
multi-cultural richness of the
country.

When Kanak began her carccr,
she did sculpture and print along
with ber painting but now she has
decided to settle in for oil, acrylic

and mixed-media with canvas as
the surface. Apart from her exotic
and' beautiful’ ethnic background
which is reflected in the happy,
contented, simple but beautiful
lifestyle, Kanak has always been
specially influenced by the French
impressionists Matisse and
Gauguin. Asastudent, she admired
many of her teachers and senior
counterparts, but was hell-bent on
creatinganiche forherself.

Nancy Sperio, from USA, how-
ever, has influenced her focus on
women and her desire to establish
a strong individuality of her own.
Kanak is also an ardent admirer of
MF' Hussain, Ganesh Pyne and
Bikash Bhattacharya from India.
She marvels at the depth of percep-

Pristine beauty of the Hill Tracts girl

Kanak Chanpa Chakma

tion and powerful 'strokes in their
modermn creation and their love for

representational work on flat:

suifaces. "They combine the East
with the West, as did my earlier
mentors,’ says Kanak.

Asked if she faced any problems
as a woman artist, Kanak explains
that she naturally has to combine
homemaking, with' professional
work, which in itself can be very
tricky: unless one has a steady
stream of acknowledgements and
admirers. In the art field, she has
had the backing of her family and
friends: her husband, Khalid
Mahmud Mithu, a well-known
artist and film director and cine-
matographer, backs her in pursu-
ing her career wholeheartedly.
Besides, she acknowledges, she has

. the backing of even herindigenous

family. Without their cooperation,
itis obvious that she couldn't have
comeso far,

Kanak Chanpa has studied in
Pennsylvania as aresidentartistin
1994, and has won numerous
awards, including the BestWoman
ArtistAward from USA in 2000, She
has had more than 130 major
group exhibitions and 16 solo
displays at home and abroad
including USA, Japan, India and
Bhutan.

Portrait of a forgotten musician
Very few people know my name'--Selim

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Guitarist Selim Haidar is one of the
frontline western-influenced musi-
cians in Bangladesh. As a self-made
musician, Selim started to play the
guitar in his ecarly childhood. His
first major success was when he
won a pop contest as the Best lead
guitarist in 1976. Inspired by this
win, Selim formed 'a band named
Ultrasonic with his fellow Anglo-
Indiansinthe 1980s.

Selim regrets that he has not yet
attained wide recognition. He says,
‘Although 1 think I am one of the
pioneer guitarists of the country,
very few people are acquainted with
my work. Maybe this is because [
was not adequately focused. But 1
am very optimistic about playing
the guitaranother20yearsorso,'

When a change took place in the
original line up of Ultrasonic, band
members started to play in the then
Hotel Continental: He was also the
founding member of the popular
band Feedback But he did not stay
with Feedback for long. When he
went back to play in the hotels,
eminent music directors like Ali
Hossain, Alauddin Ali and Shatya
Shaha told him to perform for the
playback In this turning point,

soundtracks brought him popular-
ity, Buthis familywas reluctantto let
him enter the world of the silver
sCroeen.
He made his debut in films by
phi:mg the guitar in Nishan. Later,
ecame well known by playing
in the song Neshar latim jhin
dhorechhe from the film Din jay
katha thake. Going back in time,
Selim recalls, 'I still remember the
time vividly, In' the live recording,
among, other performers Sheikh
Ishtiak was playing the acoustic
guitar while Subir Nandi was ren-
dering the song. It was such an
informal and friendly environ-
ment, whichisdifficultto forget!'
Meanwhile, he formed another
band named Reflex after quitting
Feedback in 1987. According to
Selim, 'Those three years of the
band, were the best time of my
musiccareer. Iusedto rendersongs
as well. Playing guitar, as a part of
the band, was very satisfying and 1
had peace of mind then.' The band.
released a self-titled albumin 1988,
But at the same time Feedback
released their album Mela that was
a massive hit. Selim regrets, 'Be-
cause of the over publicity of the
album Mela, our album could not
reach its goal." Another sad mile-
stone was the departure of vocalist

Romel for the US--which led to a
splitup oftheband.

However, Selim did not give up.
He stepped ahead with innovative
ideas. To quote him, ' I released an
album containing modern songs
only. Promising signers like
Shumona Haque, Fahmida Malek
and Afreen Haque Alo rendered
songsinthatalbum.' In 1997 popu-
lar vocal artiste Maksud requested
Selimtojoin Feedbackagain. Selim
consented and joined again. But
after the release of the album
Nishiddha, he once again quit the
band for personalreasons.

He admires Aiyub Bachchu,

Kamol (former guitarist of Warfaze
) and Hamin Ahmed of Miles at
home while his idols are Carlos
Santana and Al-De-Meola, who are
considered asliving legends.

Selim has a dream: to make a
unique contribution to the musical
world, He was involved with the
Bangladesh Musical Development
Institute (BMDI), established by
popular singer Ferdous Wahid.
Selim regrets that there is inade-
quate government patronage for
instrument players. As he says,
'The government should take
active steps to promote music as
well as to nurture musical talent.’
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Shangkhanad: An appeal
to return to our roots '

NOVERA DEEPITA

Good news for film buffsin the coun-
try. The shooting of the feature film
Shangkhanad has been completed
and is awaiting clearance of the
Censor Board. Directed by Abu
Sayeed, the film is based on novel
Urey Jay Nishi Poklkhi of popular
writer Nasreen Jahan, Sayeed com-
bines direction with writing the
script for this alternative film. Under
the banner of Machhranga Produc-
tions Ltd. and produced jointly by
Anjan ChowdhuryPintuand director
Sayeed, the location of shooting was
the Bhandarbarivillage of Bogra.

Popular musician' SI' Tutul has
composed the music for the film
while Mahfuzur Rahman Khan has
done the camera work. The cast
includes Zahid Hasan, KS Firoz,
Najma Anwar, Fazlur Rahman Babu,
Sayeeda Islam, Mirana Zaman,
Rebecca Deepa, Mehnaz Parveen
Bony, Insan Ali, Syed Sultan Alam,
Shahadat Hossain, Sagar, Khushi,
Inab, Sultan Ahmed and the inhabit-
dnts of the village Bhandarbari.

The central character of the flmis
37-year-old Osman, who ran away
from home 27 years ago to escape
from the killers of his parents. He
spends manyyearsin the citybut the
village where he was bom carries

Abu Sayeed

many memories for him and he
wants to go back to his roots. He
returnsthrough a difficultjourney.

However, it does not occur to him
that he will face monetary problems
in the village. He takes shelter with
MonnafKhan, whoisactuallythe son
of the murderer who killed Osman's
parents. Monnaf gets scared that
Osman will take revenge on him. But
Osman assures him that he has no
suchintention.

Finally, Monnaf's fears are allayed
and he even amanges a house and a

Zahid Hasan and Rebeka Deepa in a scene from Shankhanad
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job for Osman. But the Kunjoburi,
who plays the fortuneteller's role in
the village, declares that poor villag-
ers will get rich because a man has
come back home after a long time.
MonnafKhan believes that Osman is
the man, The story takes a new tum.
asaseriesofincidents occur.

Abu Sayeed ‘considers 'the univer-
sal'appeal for our roots' as the central
message of this film. "The movie also
stands’ against' the harmful human
tendency to accumulate wealth,'
Sayeed adds, He is uncertain about
the commercial success of the movie,
because films of the alternative genre
rarely achieve box office success. He,
says, ‘Thave notmade the movie from
a commercial point of view. Certainly
it gives great pleasure to filmmakersto
have a large audience. Nevertheless, [
am hopeful that the moviegoers will
appreciate this alternative film.'

Sayeed also adds that some movie
theatres are discerning in their choice
of films, which is highly encouraging
forquality filmmakers; Hesuggests, 'If
this trend is also followed  outside
Dhaka, the whole film scene will get
better.! He considers national film
awardsas anotherencouragement for
promoting high quality films. S‘ayeed
describes this development as a 'very
inspiring and encouraging step in
promoting good films.'
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BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) al B:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangia) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.S'OO
pme:00pm. .

Naws (English) at 3: Bﬂpm.ia 00pm.
Lato Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15 am,
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA _
News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.

: -2oopm.7-wm 100ﬂpm,‘!l'ﬂ|l

Taloast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

LahstNews{Bang‘»a)alin.m,‘llJ'ﬂll
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.

4:00pm.6:00 pm and 6:00 pm.
ntv
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 930 pm.

 News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
prL7:30 pm.AD:30 pm,
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.’
TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines{Bangha) al 5:30 pm. 730
pm.
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm,
Tara News Bangiadesh (Bangia) a1 9:30
pm.
BBC WORLD
Everyiouron the hour
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OnATNBanglaat8:00pm
DramaSerial
Cast: Farah Ruma, Aly Zaker, Joy

Red Planet

OnHBO at9:30pm
Genre; Sci-Fi/Action/ Thriller

Cast: Val Kilmer, Carrie-Anne Moss, Benjamin Bratt
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