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RESULTS AT 
A GLANCE

TOP SIX
German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, against, 
points):  
Stuttgart 11 8 3 0 17 2 27 
Leverkusen  10 8 1 1 23 7 25 
Bremen 11 8 1 2 29 15 25 
Munich 11 6 3 2 25 15 21 

AUSTRALIA IN 
INDIA 2004-05

AUSTRALIA IN 
INDIA 2004-05

Mutu gets the 
boot
AFP, London

English Premiership side Chelsea 

have sacked Adrian Mutu after the 

Romanian striker failed a drugs test. 

The 25-year-old tested positive 

for a banned substance - which he 

later denied was cocaine - in 

September. 

Chelsea have decided to write off 

a possible transfer fee for Mutu, a 

15.8 million pound signing from 

Parma last season, who may face a 

two-year ban from the game. 

He scored six goals in his first 

five games after arriving at Stamford 

Bridge but his form went into decline 

and he was frozen out by new coach 

Jose Mourinho this season. 

Mutu claimed he did not test 

positive for cocaine as initially 

reported but for a substance 

designed to increase his sexual 

strength. 

A statement from Chelsea said: 

"We want to make clear that 

Chelsea has a zero tolerance policy 

towards drugs. 

"This applies to both perfor-

mance-enhancing drugs or so-

called 'recreational' drugs. They 

have no place at our club or in sport. 

"In coming to a decision on this 

case, Chelsea believed the club's 

social responsibility to its fans, 

players, employees and other 

stakeholders in football regarding 

drugs was more important than the 

major financial considerations to the 

company. 

"Any player who takes drugs 

breaches his contract with the club 

as well as FA rules. The club totally 

supports the FA in strong action on 

all drugs cases." 

Chelsea's decision to terminate 

his contract is entirely independent 

of any Football Association disci-

plinary procedures. 

Pires doesn't 
like 
Domenech!
AFP, Paris

Arsenal star Robert Pires has put 
his international future at risk by 
publically accusing France coach 
Raymond Domenech of irritating 
him and other players with "his 
attitudes, words, and observations". 

"It seems that we, the Arsenal 
players, are the future props of the 
national team but we don't feel like 
it," Pires, capped 79 times and with 
14 goals to his name, told France-
Football magazine on Thursday. 

The most senior French player 
has been seething towards 
Domenech ever since he was 
substituted at half-time in the 2-0 
World Cup qualifying win in Cyprus 
two weeks ago. 

"If that match had taken place at 
the Stade de France, I would not 
have stayed there. I would have 
been annoyed, angry," he said. 

"Honestly, I think nobody under-
stands what the coach was doing." 

Zola to 
receive 
OBE award 
 

AFP, Rome

After seven memorable seasons 
with Chelsea, Gianfranco Zola will 
be made an honorary member of the 
Order of the British Empire (OBE) 
for his services to British soccer, the 
British embassy said on Friday. 

The ambassador will present the 
striker with the award on behalf of 
Queen Elizabeth at a ceremony in 
Rome on Monday. 

In a statement, the British 
embassy called Zola "the most 
enduring and popular foreign player 
in the history of Chelsea Football 
Club" and praised his support for 
charities. 

Zola left Chelsea to play for 
Cagliari in his native Sardinia but 
played one last game for the London 
club in August. 

He joined Chelsea from Parma 
for 4.5 million pounds ($8.2 million) 
in 1996 and went on to score 80 
goals and help the club win six 
trophies during his seven seasons. 

"The 2002-2003 season was his 
last with Chelsea, and he left the 
club with style, scoring 16 goals," 
the embassy said. 

"Despite the pleas of fans to 
remain with the team, he decided to 
return to his native Sardinia in 2003, 
having made a remarkable contribu-
tion to English football." 

AFP, Bolton

Senegal midfielder Khalilou Fadiga 
spent the night in hospital after 
collapsing during the warm-up to 
Bolton's League Cup match with 
Tottenham.

"He fainted and then came 
round. But we decided to let him go 
to hospital and keep him in over-
night just for some tests to make 
sure everything is OK," said Bolton 
manager Sam Allardyce.

Earlier this year it was feared the 
29-year-old would have to quit the 
game after being diagnosed with an 
irregular heart beat.

It led to Serie A side Inter Milan 
releasing him a year after a transfer 
from Auxerre where he had previ-
ously spent three seasons, and 
ultimately surgery was necessary.

But he was given a clean bill of 
health when he joined Bolton in 
September.

Fadiga's collapse was made all 
the more frightening due to the 
death of Brazilian player Serginho.

Serginho, 30, died in hospital 
after a heart attack while playing for 
his club Sao Caetano in a first 
division match against Sao Paulo. 

Paulo Sergio de Oliveira Silva 
collapsed in the 14th minute of the 
second half and was taken to hospi-
tal where he died, club president 
Jairo Leal said.

Ronaldo, 
Carlos
could become
Spaniards
INTERNET SOURCE, Madrid

Real Madrid are believed to have 
applied for Spanish citizenship for 
Brazilian striker Ronaldo.

The Primera Liga giants have 
reportedly commenced proceed-
ings for Ronaldo to obtain a Spanish 
passport to ensure he no longer 
occupies one of the foreign berths in 
the squad.

According to Spanish law, 
Brazilian citizens who have lived in 
Spain for two years can request dual 
nationality, as opposed to previous 
regulations which stated the 
required time limit was five years.

Real president Florentino Perez 
has already discussed the matter 
with Ronaldo's representatives and 
early indications are that the forward 
is amenable to the idea.

The club is now putting the 
wheels in motion concerning 
Ronaldo's citizenship, while they 
also await a decision on the out-
come of the hit-man's compatriot, 
Roberto Carlos.

The full-back has already applied 
for dual nationality and is likely to 
learn the verdict in February or 
March next year.

Roberto Carlos is keen to pick up 
a Spanish passport as he will lose 
out on £1 million ($3m) if he has not 
acquired the desired documentation 
by the end of the season, as part of 
the contract he signed in the close 
season.

AFP, London

Arsenal have the ideal chance to 
set off on another winning streak 
when they  face  s t rugg l ing  
Southampton at Highbury on 
Saturday. 

Last weekend's 2-0 defeat 
away to Manchester United ended 
champions Arsenal's English top-
flight record of 49 unbeaten 
Premiership games and cut their 
lead over second-placed London 
rivals Chelsea to two points. 

The game also produced a 
host of disciplinary problems for 
the FA amidst reports that United 
boss Sir Alex Ferguson had been 
hit by pizza and soup thrown by an 
Arsenal player after the match. 

But Gunners' vice-chairman 
David Dein insisted Friday that 
the matter was closed as far as 
the teams were concerned. 

"Both clubs have agreed to 
draw a line under the matter. The 
matches between us are thrilling 

and from time to time there are 
controversial incidents." 

Since last Sunday's stormy 
encounter at Old Trafford, Arsenal 
have been boosted by the news 
that manager Arsene Wenger had 
signed a contract extension keep-
ing him at the club until the end of 
the 2007-08 season. 

In midweek an Arsenal second-
string side knocked Manchester 
City out of the League Cup while 
r e l e g a t i o n - t h e r e a t e n e d  
Southampton struggled to over-
come League One Colchester 3-
2. 

Chelsea will look to keep pace 
with the leaders when they face 
managerless West Brom at 
Stamford Bridge. The Baggies will 
be under the caretaker charge of 
Frank Burrows following the 
departure of former manager 
Gary Megson. 

Chelsea's 1-0 League Cup win 
against West Ham was overshad-
owed by crowd violence. But one 
plus was the performance of 
Serbia and Montenegro striker 
Mateja Kezman who scored his 

first goal for the club before being 
hit over the eye by a coin from the 
stands. 

United meanwhile travel to 
Portsmouth, where they will look 
to avenge their shock 1-0 defeat 
at Fratton Park last season. 

Bottom of the table Blackburn 
welcome sixth-placed Liverpool to 
Ewood Park on Saturday.

Bolton boss Sam Allardyce, 
furious after their 4-3 League Cup 
defeat against Tottenham, takes 
his side to Newcastle who are 
unbeaten since Graeme Souness 
replaced Sir Bobby Robson as 
manager. 

Preview: Premiership

Gunners start afresh

(1400GMT unless stated) 
Saturday: Arsenal v Southampton, 
Birmingham v Crystal Palace (1145), 
Blackburn v Liverpool (1615), Charlton 
v Middlesbrough, Everton v Aston Villa, 
Fulham v Tottenham, Portsmouth v 
Manchester United, West Brom v 
Chelsea 
Sunday :  Bo l t on  v  Newcas t l e  
(1605GMT) 
Monday: Manchester City v Norwich 
(2000GMT) 

FIXTURES 

AFP, Madrid

League leaders Barcelona aim to 
put their shock Spanish Cup exit, to 
third division Gramenet on Tuesday, 
quickly behind them by taking their 
unbeaten league run to nine games 
at Athletic Bilbao on Saturday. 

"It was a tough blow to go out like 
that but if we win the league or the 
Champions League, no one will 
remember what happened in the 
Cup," said the Catalan club captain 
Carles Puyol on Thursday. 

"There are no excuses but if you 
are playing Athletic on Saturday 
then you've got Milan in the 
Champions League three days 
later, it is sometimes a little difficult 
to get motivated for a Cup match," 
added Puyol. 

To be fair to Barca, many of their 
first team regulars were rested 
against Gramenet, including the 
Spanish first division's leading 
scorer, Samuel Eto'o. 

Barcelona have 22 points from 
their eight games and have a five 
point advantage over the rest of the 
first division, and there are nine 
points between them and their bitter 
rivals Real Madrid 

Real, who are down in seventh, 
play host to newly-promoted Getafe 
on Sunday in the first ever league 
meeting between the two near-
neighbours, with all eyes on 
England striker Michael Owen. 

Owen has scored in his last three 
outings for the 29-times Spanish 
champions and Real coach Mariano 
Garcia Remon knows that he can-
not now afford to overlook the for-
mer Liverpool player. 

"Owen is on a streak and there's 
no way I would leave him on the 
bench now," joked Garcia Remon 
after Real's 2-1 win over Leganes in 
the Spanish Cup on Tuesday, 
changing his tune after refusing to 
guarantee Owen a starting role just 
a week before. 

"It's not a question of awarding 
me a medal because the goals are 
the result of everyone's work," said 
Owen with his usual modesty. 

The question is though, who will 
play alongside Owen. 

Ronaldo has been woefully out-
of-form in recent matches and the 
Brazilian World Cup winner has also 
admitted he is struggling to click with 
Owen. 

By contrast, Owen seemed to be 
on the same wavelength as Spanish 
international Fernando Morientes 
on Tuesday, and Owen made a 
gentle plea for Garcia Remon to 
repeat the pairing. 

"Morientes and I understood 
each other very well. He gave me a 
good pass to score and I can play 
alongside him," added Owen. 

In the Real defence, summer 
signing Walter Samuel is out after 
injuring his right knee on Tuesday, 
and Garcia Remon is expected to 
recall Francisco Pavon to the middle 
of the back four. 

Sevilla have been the surprise of 
the Spanish season so far and lie in 
second place. 

The Andalusians won their one-
and-only league title in 1946 and 
last finished in the top three 35 years 
ago but they could enhance their 
standing further at Real Zaragoza 
on Sunday. 

"It's nice being in this position but 
let's see how we do in May," cau-
tioned Sevilla coach Joaquin 
Caparros this week. 

Caparros said one of the keys to 
Sevilla's success has been the 
impact of summer signing Carlos 
Aranda from Villarreal. 

Aranda has been teamed up with 
Brazilian international striker Julio 
Baptista and opposition defences 
are still trying to work out how to deal 
with the deadly duo. 

Preview: Primera Liga

Focus shifts for Barca

Saturday (kick off GMT): Athletic Bilbao v 

Barcelona (2000), Valencia v Atletico 

Madrid (2200) 
Sunday: Deportivo La Coruna v Albacete 

(1600), Espanyol v Villarreal (1600), 

Real Mallorca v Racing Santander 

(1600), Numancia v Real Sociedad 

(1600), Osasuna v Levante (1600), Real 

Zaragoza v Sevilla (1600), Real Madrid v 

Getafe (1800), Real Betis v Malaga 

(2000) 

FIXTURES 

AFP, Rome

Juventus may be sitting comfortably 
on a five point cushion at the top of 
Serie A, but coach Fabio Capello is 
concerned his team's hectic fixture 
list could eventually unseat them. 

The unbeaten league leaders, 
who host fifth-placed Chievo on 
Sunday, restored their five point 
advantage at the top of Serie A with 
a 2-0 victory over his former club 
Roma on Thursday. 

Yet despite their lofty position 
and three wins out of three in the 
Champions League, Capello fears 
they will not be able to sustain their 
impressive form due to their busy 
schedule. 

"The championship is very long 
and nobody knows how things will 
turn out," he said. 

"It's crazy having to play so 
many matches. It's difficult to 
recuperate and there are going to 
be injuries." 

Capello voiced his concerns of 
player burnout when Serie A was 

expanded from 18 to 20 teams in 
the summer. 

The games are set to come thick 
and fast with Juventus on the verge 
of a place in the knockout stages of 
the Champions League and Italian 
Cup matches still to be played. 

Defending champions AC Milan, 
who beat bottom club Atalanta 3-0 
on Wednesday to hold onto second 
spot, visit Sampdoria on Saturday. 

Draw specialists Inter Milan, 
who are in sixth place, entertain 
Lazio at the San Siro on Sunday in 
what is likely to be an emotional 
affair for Roberto Mancini. 

The 39-year-old former Italy 
international left Lazio to take the 
reins at Inter in the summer after 
two seasons as coach of the Rome 
club. 

Inter threw away a two goal lead 
in Wednesday's 2-2 draw at sur-
prise package Lecce where 
Adriano scored the opening goal, 
but then missed two easy chances 
to secure victory in the second half. 

"It is all my fault," said the 
Brazilian striker after Inter's sixth 
draw of the season. 

"I missed two clear scoring 

opportunities. The second strike 
was particular poor. I tried to blast it 
into the net whereas I should have 
just placed it. 

"Now we just have to concentrate 
on Saturdays game against Lazio. 
We really cant afford to mess that up 
too." 

It was the second time this 
season that Inter have let a two-
goal advantage slip. They led 3-1 at 
Roma, but left with only a point. 

Third-placed Lecce travel to 
Florence to face Fiorentina, while 
Cagliari, in fourth spot, vist strug-
gling Roma. 

Preview: Serie A

Capello isn't relaxing

Saturday: Sampdoria v AC Milan, Inter 
Milan v Lazio 
Sunday: Fiorentina v Lecce, Juventus v 
Chievo, Livorno v Brescia, Messina v 
Reggina, Parma v Atalanta, Roma v 
Cagliari, Siena v Bologna, Udinese v 
Palermo 

FIXTURES 

AFP/REUTERS, Nagpur

Australia's captain 
Adam Gilchrist paid 
rich tributes to his 
t e a m  a f t e r  t h e y  
clinched their first 
series in India in 35 
years with a 342-run 
romp in the third Test 
here on Friday. 

"This is an emotional moment for all 
of us," said Gilchrist after the tourists 
bowled out India for 200 on the 
fourth day to take a decisive 2-0 lead 
in the four-match series. 

Gilchrist, who led the tourists in 
the first three Tests in the absence of 
the injured Ricky Ponting, said: "The 
entire team contributed to the suc-
cess in true Australian spirit." 

"It was a wonderful achievement, 
very fulfilling and right up there with 
the best." 

Gilchrist also remembered his 
predecessor Steve Waugh, who 
termed India the 'final frontier' after 
his 2001 side were defeated 2-1 in 
one of the most enthralling three-
match series ever played. 

Then, India lost the first Test in 
three days but fought back to win the 
next two despite being made to 
follow-on 274 runs behind in the 
second Test at Calcutta. 

"We remember you Steve, I hope 
you watched this one," said Gilchrist 
of Waugh, who retired from Test 
cricket earlier this year. 

"Having been part of that 2001 
series, I know the feeling we all have 
now. 

"We plan to enjoy every moment 
of his great win. I am not even think-
ing of the final Test yet. 

"We are in no hurry to get out of 
Nagpur. We plan to spend some 
more time in the dressing room 
soaking in the atmosphere." 

The inconsequential fourth and 
final Test will be played at the 
Wankhede stadium in Bombay from 
Wednesday. 

The tourists won the first Test in 
Bangalore by 217 runs while the 
second in Madras was drawn after 
the fifth day's play was washed out. 

Indian captain Rahul Dravid said 
the fast, bouncy track at Nagpur's 
VCA Stadium helped Australia 
clinch the series.

"This wicket suited their squad 
more than ours, there's no doubt 
about that," Dravid told reporters.

"It was an interesting wicket to 
see in India. It'll be really nice to see 
these kinds of wickets in domestic 
cricket and under-19 cricket, rather 
than straightaway in a test match."

The wicket, which offered sharp 
seam movement, had shocked 
regular captain Saurav Ganguly on 
the eve of the test because he had 
wanted a track helpful for spinners.

Ganguly, who missed the match 
due to a side strain, had asked the 
groundsman and the local cricket 
association to shave the grass off 

the track but his request was 
denied.

"If we make wickets like this 
consistently in India, in every single 
game in domestic cricket over the 
next 2-3 years, then it will be good," 
Dravid said.

The 31-year-old blamed the 
Indian batsmen for not applying 
themselves in the match.

"If you seen the tours where 
we've done well, it's generally been 
when our batsmen been able to put 
good scores on the board. In this 
series we have not got the runs that 
were required and that's put a lot of 
pressure on us," he said.

"When you play against teams 
like Australia, you have to be at the 
top of your game. Otherwise they 
will make you pay. All the batsmen, 
me included, have not managed 
that this series."

The Indian selectors are 
expected to make changes when 
they meet on Saturday to pick squad 
for the fourth and final test starting in 
Bombay on November 3.

Dravid said good planning had 
helped Australia.

"They adapted to the conditions 
better than us. A lot of their players 
from their core group since 1996 
have visited the subcontinent, and 
they have planned much better and 
this has made a difference."

'A wonderful achievement'

Mongia joins 
Leicester 
AFP, London

Indian batsman Dinesh Mongia will 
play English county cricket for 
Leicestershire next season, the club 
announced Thursday. 

Le f t -hander  Mong ia ,  27 ,  
replaces Australian Brad Hodge 
who could be involved in the 2005 
Ashes tour. 

Mongia, who has a first-class 
average of 53.29 and a career-best 
score of 308 not out, has hit 18 
centuries and 20 half centuries in his 
total of 5,500 runs but has yet to play 
Test cricket for India. 

But he has scored eight hun-
dreds in limited overs cricket, includ-
ing an unbeaten 159 for India, for 
whom he has played 48 one-day 
internationals. In all one-day com-
petitions Mongia averages a healthy 
34.34. 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Class. . . . . . .. Roll No. . . . . . . . 

School Address . . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone: (If any)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. West Indies defeated England 
in the ICC Champions Trophy 
final by:

       2 wkts              50 runs               33 
runs

       

2. Who won the China Open tennis 
title?

      Serena Sharapova      Hingis

3. How many times was Pavel 
Nedved capped before announ-
cing his retirement?

       83                      84     81

4. Who became man-of-the-
t o u r n a m e n t  i n  t h e  I C C  
Champions Trophy?

 Sarwan            Flintoff           
Lara          

Competition closes at 8 pm 
November 5, 2004 and 

draw

Tick the correct answers, post 
to 

COMPETITION 217

Fadiga scare

Final frontier falls
FROM PAGE 13

Damien Martyn at point to give 
McGrath his 450th Test wicket. 

Venkatsai Laxman was jeered off 
the field by some 15,000 angry 
home fans at the Vidarbha Cricket 
Association (VCA) ground when he 
hooked the first ball from Michael 
Kasprowicz down McGrath's throat 
at fine leg. 

Laxman, a scourge of Australian 
bowlers in the past, has scores of 
31, 3, 4, 13, and 2 in five innings of 
the current series. 

Kasprowicz then picked up 
Mohammad Kaif for seven, edging a 
catch to the wicketkeeper, as India 
slumped to 37-5 in the 16th over. 

Kaif had top-scored with 55 in 
India's modest first innings total of 
185. 

Warne, Test cricket's most suc-
cessful bowler, ended Sehwag's 
defiance when he forced the flam-
boyant batsman to miscue a catch 
to Michael Clarke in the covers. 

Earlier, Martyn missed a third 
consecutive century by three runs 
as the Australians went for the runs 
in the morning session after resum-
ing their second innings at 202-3. 

The tourists declared at 329-5 
just before lunch when Martyn was 
caught behind off Zaheer for 97. 

Martyn, who hit 104 in the sec-
ond innings of the Madras Test and 
114 in the first innings here, agonis-

ingly missed his 10th century. But he 
was declared the man of the match. 

He  and  C la r ke  boos ted  
Australia's total with a 148-run stand 
for the fourth wicket in 130 minutes. 

Clarke, who scored a century on 
debut in the first Test, hit 73 off 95 
balls with 11 boundaries and a six. 

SCOREBOARD
Final scoreboard on the fourth day 
of the third cricket Test between 
India and Australia at the Vidarbha 
Cricket Association (VCA) ground 
on Friday: 
AUSTRALIA: First innings 398 
(Martyn 114, Lehmann 70, Clarke 
91; Zaheer 4-95, Kartik 3-57, 
Kumble 2-99)
INDIA: First innings 185 (Kaif 55; 
Gillespie 5-56, McGrath 3-27, 
Warne 2-47) 
AUSTRALIA: Second innings 
(overnight 202-3) 
Langer c Laxman b Kartik 30 
Hayden b Zaheer  9 
Katich lbw b Kartik 99 
Martyn c Patel b Zaheer 97 
Clarke c Kaif b Kumble 73 
Gilchrist not out 3 
Extras: (b-1, lb-15, w-2) 18 
Total: (For five wkts decl 
in 98.1 overs) 329 
Fall of wkts: 1-19, 2-99, 3-171, 4-
319, 5-329. 
Bowler O M R W
Zaheer 21.1 5 64 2
Agarkar 21 7 68 0

Kumble 21 1 89 1
Tendulkar 8 1 12 0
Kartik 26 5 74 2
Sehwag 1 0 6 0 
INDIA: Second innings
Chopra b Gillespie 1 
Sehwag c Clarke b Warne 58 
Dravid b Gillespie 2 
Tendulkar c Martyn b McGrath 2 
Laxman c McGrath b Kasprowicz 2 
Kaif c Gilchrist b Kasprowicz 7 
Patel c Gilchrist b Gillespie 32 
Agarkar not out 44 
Kumble b Gillespie 2 
Kartik c Gilchrist b McGrath 22 
Zaheer Khan c Martyn b Warne 25 
Extras: (lb-2, nb-1)  3 
Total: (All out in 53.3 overs) 200 
Fall of wkts: 1-1, 2-9, 3-20, 4-29, 5-
37, 6-102, 7-114, 8-122, 9-148. 
Bowler O M R W
McGrath 16 1 79 2
Gillespie 16 7 24 4
Kasprowicz 7 1 39 2
Warne  14.3 2 56 2 
Result: Australia won by 342 
runs. 
Man-of- the-match:  Damien 
Martyn.
Toss: Australia 
Umpires: David Shepherd (ENG) 
and Aleem Dar (PAK) 
TV umpire: K. Hariharan (IND) 
Match referee: Ranjan Madugalle 
(SRI) 

15 teams for 
WC kabadi
PTI, Mumbai

Fifteen teams will vie for top hon-
ours in the first ever World Cup 
Kabadi tournament to be held at 
Bhartiya Krira Mandir in this west 
Indian city from Nov 19 to 21.

"Apar t  f rom Bangladesh,  
Pakistan, Germany and hosts India, 
other countries who have confirmed 
their participation are United 
Kingdom, the West Indies, Canada, 
Iran, South Korea, Japan, Thailand, 
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and 
Malaysia," organising secretary 
Jaya Shetty told reporters here.

"We are holding this tournament 
to celebrate the golden jubilee year 
of South Kanara Sports Club, which 
has produced many national and 
international players," he added.

"The winning team stands to gain 
Rs 2,00,000 while the runners-up 
will take home Rs 1,25,000. The 
semifinalists will get Rs 50,000 
each."

"A total of 23 matches will be 
played in the tournament and 23 
man-of-the-match awards (Rs 5000 
each) will be given away apart from 
Rs 50,000 for the man-of-the-
tournament the total expenses for 
the tournament will be Rs ten mil-
lion," Shetty informed.

Railway split 
points with 
Farashganj
SPORTS REPORTER 

The lone Club Cup hockey match 
between Dhaka Railway and 
Farashganj Sporting Club ended in 
a 1-1 draw at the Maulana Bhashani 
National Hockey Stadium yester-
day.

Russel put Railway ahead in the 
31st minute capitalising their first 
penalty corner but their joy lasted 
only three minutes as Rubel struck 
the equaliser for the old Dhaka club 
from a field goal.

Abahani will take on Ajax 
Sporting Club in today's only match.

Big win for 
local U-15s
SPORTS REPORTER 

Bangladesh Under-15 development 
squad recorded a massive 142-run 
victory over visiting CAB (Cricket 
Association of Bengal) Under-15s in 
the first limited-over match at the 
Bangabandhu National Stadium 
yesterday.

The home boys amassed a huge 
328 for 9 in the stipulated 50 overs 
after deciding to bat first. One-down 
Amit Majumdar hammered team 
highest 71 off 75 balls with six fours 
and one six.

Mahmudul Hasan (58 off 70 
balls) and Safiqur Rahman (58 not 
out off 41 balls) were the other two 
notable scorers.

In reply, CAB Under-15 were 
bundled out for 186 in 47 overs with 
Bikash topscoring 71 off 102 balls.

Faisal Hanif was the most suc-
cessful home bowler picking up four 
wickets for 10 runs in 9 overs.

AFP, Stockholm

Top seed Andre Agassi and Sweden's 
number two Joachim Johansson both 
stormed into the quarterfinals of the 
632,750-euro Stockholm Open 
Thursday with both men determined to 
book their places in the end-of-season 
Masters Cup. 

Agassi clinched a 6-3, 6-4 win over 
fellow veteran Jonas Bjorkman in their 
second-round clash. 

It was Agassi's fourth career victory 
against the Swede dating back to 
1996. 

Johansson, a surprise US Open 
semifinalist and now ranked 11th, 
pulled off a 6-4, 6-4 victory over 
American Jan-Michael Gambill to join 
Agassi in the last eight. 

Both men are heading towards a 
seeded Sunday final collision course 
with a spot in next month's eight-man 
Masters event a glittering prize. 

Provisional eighth-placed Agassi 
needs to pass Briton Tim Henman -- 
still alive this week in Basel -- to book in 
on the seventh spot. 

Johansson has a chance at a 
possible alternate's spot in the field if 
he does well here and next week in 
Paris to end the regular ATP season. 

"It would be great to finish in the top 
eight," said Agassi. 

"That would be an accomplishment 
to be appreciative of. It's also important 
for next year and at the Australian 
Open. 

"I'm always hungry for a chance to 
compete against the best in the world." 

Agassi, competing here for the first 
time since 1994, will face off Friday 
against Spanish eighth seed 
Fernando Verdasco, who knocked out 
Raemon Sluiter of the Netherlands 6-
4, 6-2. 

Agassi put Bjorkman into a two-
break deficit in the second set, but the 
Swede got one back as he broke while 
Agassi served for victory. 

But the Las Vegas holder of eight 
Grand Slam trophies hardly bowed 
under pressure, constructing a win-
ning break-back to claim his place in 
the last eight. 

"Every day, you have to be better 
than one person," Agassi said of his 
effort. 

"And what's required each day is 
always different. To deal with Jonas 

the way I did today wasn't easy to do. I 
can feel good about many parts of my 
game for it to go in straight sets." 

Johansson will face the surprise 
packet of the event in Swedish teen-
ager Michael Ryderstedt. 

The 19-year-old is on a purple 
patch after winning his first ATP match 
this week, and carrying on with an 
upset of fifth seed Feliciano Lopez of 
Spain 6-4, 6-7, 6-3. 

The left-hander began the season 
ranked 514th and has improved by 
nearly 300 places. 

Johansson has reached at least 
the quarters of his last five tourna-
ments stretching back to August, his 
big serve accounting for nearly 15 
aces per match; he struck 16 
Thursday. 

German fourth seed Tommy Haas 
took a third win this season over 
Kenneth Carlsen as he ousted the 
Dane 7-5, 7-5, adding to success in 
Halle and Los Angeles. 

Agassi reaches qtrs
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two-Test series 2-0. 
Man-of-the-match: Stephen 
Fleming (NZL) 
Man-of-the-series: Daniel Vettori 
(NZL) 
Toss: New Zealand 
Umpires: Mark Benson (ENG) 
and Daryl Harper (AUS) 
TV umpire: AFM Akhtaruddin 
(BAN) 
Match referee: Alan Hurst (AUS) 

BANGLADESH-NZ
SCOREBOARD
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SRI LANKA: First innings 208 (R. 
Kaluwitharana 54; Razzaq 5-35) 
PAKISTAN: First innings 
Hameed c Sangakkara b Maharoof 3 
Farhat lbw b Vaas 72 
Younis c Samaraweera b Herath 124 
Inzamamul not out 79 
Riaz Afridi b Vaas 9 
Extras: (lb-5, nb-6) 11 
Total: (For four wkts in 
82.4 overs)  298 
To bat: Yousuf Youhana, Shoaib 
Malik, Abdul Razzaq, Kamran 
Akmal, Rana Naveedul Hassan, 
Danish Kaneria. 
Fall of wkts: 1-13, 2-135, 3-284, 4-
298. 
Bowler O M R W
Vaas 17.4 0 57 2
Maharoof 17 3 46 1
Fernando 13 1 62 0
Herath 20 1 73 1
Mubarak 4 0 23 0
Jayasuriya 5 1 20 0
Samaraweera 6 0 12 0 
Toss: Pakistan 
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (WIS), 
Billy Bowden (NZL) 

Pakistan enjoy 

Rating chess
SPORTS REPORTER 

The Open FIDE Rating Chess 
Tournament will begin today at the 
Bangladesh Chess Federation hall-
room.

A total of 80 players including 40 
rated players will take part in the nine-
round Swiss-League competition.

Muggers rob 
Imran Khan 
AFP, Islamabad

Men carrying semi-automatic 
weapons robbed Pakistani cricket 
legend Imran Khan and his two 
young sons as they drove along the 
outskirts of Islamabad at dusk on 
Friday, said his spokesman. 

Khan, his sons, aged seven and 
five and their maid all escaped 
unhurt after they handed over cash, 
credit cards and his mobile phone, 
spokesman Akbar S. Babar said. 

Baba r  sa id  t he  ambush  
appeared well planned as a vehicle 
pulled in front of Khan's vehicle and 
forced him to stop on the side of the 
road about 6:00 pm (1300 GMT). 

When Khan, who was driving, 
stopped the vehicle, two men bran-
dishing semi-automatic weapons 
appeared from some bushes and 
demanded they hand over their 
valuables. 
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