Tampering with BTTB
deal to cost $37m

ABU SAEED KHAN

Bangladcsh Telegraph and
Telephone Board (BTTB) will over-
{pay $37 million (Tk 223, crore) for
maintenance of its cellular phone
network because of 'clandestine’
late changes in ccmtrat:ls with the
suppliers.

According to the ﬂngmal terms
and conditions of the deal that the
prime minister had approved,
maintenance cost for 13 years after
first two'years of guarantee period
were to be covered by the supplying
companies, in this case, Siemens
and Huawei.

In Aprl, the cabinet purchase
committée recommended BTTB's
$76 million purchase proposal for
the cellular ' phone network with
250,000 lines. Later, the prime min-
ister approved this largest telecoms
project.

Once the mobile network is

operational, BTTB gets free mainte-
nance service for two years of guar-
antee period. According to BTTB's
internal documents, it also receives
Post Guarantee Maintenance
Assistance along with, On'Demand
Maintenance Support for free dur-
ing the network's remaining 13
years oflifetime,

But while signing contracts with
Siemens ($41 million) and Huawei
(835 million), the BTTB authorities
had 'mysteriously’ dropped the
provision for 13 years of free On-
Demand services. They had signed
contracts: that compel BTTB to
procure services through annual
maintenance contracts.

This sort of changes in the final
contracts contradict the deal that
the prime minister had originally
approved. The BTTB then said free
maintenance services are the con-
tractual obligations of the contrac-
tors.

According to aninternal reportof
BTTB, Siemens had proposed an
annual maintenance fee of
$500,000,which will cost BTTB $6.50
million to maintain the mobile
network for 13 years. Huawei will
charge, nearly five times higher than
Siemens. In that case, maintenance
cost for 13 years will stand at
$30,599,660 as Huawei will charge
$2,353,820 for annual maintenance.

Unauthorised changes made in
contracts with Siemens and Huawei
altogether will cost BTTB
$37,099,660 to maintain the mobile
network from its third year of opera-
tion, said a BTTB' high official
requesting anonymity,

“The prime minister has been
keplt in the dark about the implica-
tions of these late changes in con-
tracts,” said the official. He alleged
that the suppliers' local aides, who
maintain a close connection with
the government hierarchy, success-

fully lobbied to have these changes
incorporatedinthe contracts,

BTTB's internal reports say
Siemens and Huawel signed
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) affirming unconditional free
service obligations on June 10, But
both the companies had dramati-
cally backtracked and proposed the
changes.

Huawei said they will provide
services for free only 'in case of
engineering defect orsuch situation
when' system completely shuts
down beyond recovery'. "We sug-
gest BTTB go for maintenance
contract as soon as guarantee
period ‘is over," wrote Wang
Shengniu, Huawei's Project
Manager, to BITB's procurement
office.

Khalid Shams, general manager
of Siemens, echoing his Chinese
partner's view said, "Siemens
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[raq insurgents abduct
Bangladeshi worker

AFP, Dotia

The Islamic Army in Iraq has
announced it abducted a driver
-.:td.m
“Sri
company, Al-Jazeera television said,
showing footageof the pair

"The Islamic Army in Iraq has
announced that it is holding two
drivers, one from Bangladesh and
the other from Sri Lanka, who work
fora Kuwaiti company,” it said.

The group "said in a statement
that the two hostages were abducted
before driving their trucks into a US
baseinlraq," the news channel said.

They are being interrogated "in
the religious (Islam.ic} court,” the
graup said.

Avideo bearlng lhe name of the

desh and anc 1118
who mﬁhr’% :

extremist group: on Thursday
showed cach of the presumed hos-
tages separately and a number of

Abducted driver

identification documents, including
aKuwaitidrivinglicense.

Drivers have been a favorite
target of extremist groups in Irag,
~Wwho. have.taken many - fruckers
hostage over the past few months in
a bid to force their companies out of
Iraq, accusing them of ferrying
supplies to US forces. In some cases,
ransoms have been paid to secure
therelease ofhostages.

The foreign office in Dhaka
yesterday said it was trying to con-
firm the reported abduction of &
Bangladeshi driver by a militant
groupinlrag.

"The report has made us con-
cerned and we are waiting for the
details [mm the Bangladesh mission
in Jordan,” a foreign office spokes
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Arafat flies to France

or treatment

Blood cancer suspected

PHOTO AFP

Alllng Palestinian leader Yassar Arafat says goodbye to comrades priorto
his departure for Amman by a Jordanian army helicopter from his office in
_Ramallayesterday. Arafat flew to Paris from Amman for treatment.

REUTERS, Ramallah

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat,
weakened by what doctors think
may be leukemia, flew to France for
treatment yesterday from the
besieged West Bank headquarters
where he had been pinned for over
2-and ahalfyears.

The 75-year-old president and
former guerilla leader, who has for
decades, symbolized the conflict
with Israel for a Palestinian state,
waved to crowds from the helicopter
as he flew out of his shell-battered
compound inRamallah.

Arafat boarded the Jordanian
helicopter wearing an olive military
greatcoatand a furry hat. Heamrived
at Amman airport in Jordan soon
afterwards and was carried by doc-
tors on a wheelchair to a waiting
French presidential jet.

"God willing, I will come back,"

Arafat, who was laid on a stretcher | =

inside the jet, told aides shortly
before the plane departed for Paris,

As he was placed aboard the
helicopter in his West Bank com-
pound, scores of tearful bystanders,
bodyguards and officials chanted,
using his nom de guerre: "We will
sacrifice ourblood and soulsforyou,
AbuAmmar.”

"The mountain cannot be

shakenbythewind," theycalledout,
repeating one ofhis favorite sayings.

Arafat is expected to land at the
Villacoublay military airfield south-
west of Paris. He will then go to the
nearby Percy military hospital for
treatment, a hospital spokesman
said.

A senior Palestinian official told

o2
‘Reuters Arafat was believed to be &

suffering from leukemia, a blood
cancer that can be fatal, though

more tests were needed for a firm |

diagnosis. \
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L TK1850,00

All fora

fabulous
fortune

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

A youth has been fighting for life
at a clinic here after he had
gulped six iron spikes and some

wires following the dictate of a

dream that promised him Tk 2
lakh and fabulous wealth in a
short time.

Shyam, a 30-year-old unem-
ployed, who hailed from Bazaar
village in Akkelpur upazila of

Joypurhat district, was rushed to -

the clinic in Rajshahi on
Thursday.

Family sources said he swal-
lowed the metal spikes and wires
onOctober18.

Shyamclaimedhe dreamtthat
ifhe could take six spikes each six
incheslong, he willgetTk2 lakh at
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200 shanties
at Bangla
Motors gutted

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fire ina slitm at city's BanglaMotors
yesterday gutted around 200 /'shan-
ties and rendered some 2000 people
homeless,”

No major casun!li. however,
were reported in the incident,
-though it‘ happened when most of
the adults were out to wdrk anc
childrenwere home alone.

The fire started from a hearth at
the shanty of Abdus Salam, when his
wife went outside to fetch water,
said dwellers of the slum. They said
Salam's three-year-old son report-
edly kicked the hearth down and it
resulted in a fast paced fire. And
soon all the shanties, mostly built of
thatch and polythene sheet on the
one-bigha land, were engulfed in
flamesataround 12:30pm.

Firefighters reached the spot too
late, alleged the slum-dwellers.
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Aslum dwellerwalls beside her burnt down shanty after a devastating fire at a slum behind Sonargaon Hotel in the capital yesterday. The f re gutted atleast
200 shanties, rendering some 2000 people homeless,

Ahmadiyya mosque
razed, 12 houses
robbed in B'Baria

11 including 6 women injured

STAF CORRESPONDENT® ©

Orthodox Muslim fanatics razed an
Ahmadiyya mosque at Bhadugharin
Brahmanbaria minutes before the
Juma prayers yesterday.

In the latest incident of persecu-
tion of the minority religious sect,
the hate-filled mob vandalised and
robbed Ahmadiyya houses, injuring
atleast1], includingsixwomen.

One of the injured, Shabju Mia,
52, president of Ahmadiyya Muslim
Jamaat Bhadughar chapter and
imam of the mosque, is in critical
condition and undergoing treat-
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ment at Brahmanbaria Sadar

Hospital. -

Some 25 Oﬁﬂ'ﬂunndjm "peop]c
live in the eastern district, where
Ahmadiat was first preached in
1912, before any other place in
Bangladesh.

Witnesses said local BNP leader
and former ward commissioner
Abdul Quddus led the raiders who
were carrying a banner of
International’ Tahaffuz-e-Khatme
Nabuwat Committee, Bangladesh.

Quddus, with two local business-
men -~ Sobhan and Hossain - acting

. as his lieutenants, arrived with

about 100 people carrying sticks in
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

No plan to

indemnify
Rab : Babar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has no plan to
indemnify Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab), said State Minister for Home
Lutfozzaman Babar at a function
yesterday,

"There is no question of indemn-
nifying Rab as the elite force is
engaged in encounter or crossfire
for self-defence which the existing
law permits,” Babar said replying to
aquestion atanIftarparty organised
by Crime Reporters' Association of
Bangladesh (Crab) ;at Dhaka
Reporters' Unityauditorium.

A total of 39 people have been
killed in Rab custody -- during
'crossfire’ or 'encounter’ since Rab
swungintoactiononjune26.

He said training facilities for Rab
members will be increased and the
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Dhaka: 218, New Elephant Road « Rifle Square, Dhanmeondis Central Plaza, Section-10, Mirpur«Mascot Plaza,Uttara «Rapa Plaza DhanmondiePalton SuperMarket, Nayapalton. « 240/1, Outer

‘ Circular Road, Mouchak.«DIT-2 Market Gulshan-2. «MuktabanglaCo-OperativeSocietyMarket MirpurCircle-1. Moulana

Plaza,SatmashjidRoad, Dhanmondi.«Shezan PointFarmgate.s Greatwall Shopping Complex, Sadarghat.«35, Gulshan Avemie,Gulshan-1. «Metro Shopping Mall, Dhanmondi.« Kader
Arcade Mirpur Raod.UAE Moitry Shopping Complex, BananisBashundhara City Shopping Complex PanthaPath.s MultiplanCentre New Elephant Road.»Bazar Bus Stand, Saver. Chittagong:
«lIBT Bhaban, Prabortak Moor.«Biponi Bitan, New Matket, Chittagongs A. Majid Arcade, G.E.C. Moor.s]alsha Shopping Complex (Basement). «Lucky Plaza, Agrabad C/A,« Shaikat Super Market,
Jhawtala, Cox's Bazar, Others: «231/4, New BB, Road, Al-Hakim Centre, Narayangani. = Islamia Market, Tongibazar,Gazipurs 62/58 Monoharpur, Comilla.s Sylhet Millenium, Zindabazar, Sylhet.
+Haji A. Maleque Chamber, Dakbangla Moor, Khulna. <158, Haji Md. Mohsin Road, |essore.s Chawk Bazar Road, Barisal.« Shaheb Bazar (Ganakpara), Rajshahi. « 2352, Shahid Abdul Jabbar Road,
Jalleshwaritala, Bogra « Ganginarpar Mymensingh.s Abdullah Shopping Centre,Main Road, Tangail. « Banoshajja Bhaban, Station Road, Rangpurs R.K. Plaza, Nimtola Moar Dinajpur.

Bhashani Hockey Stadium, Gulistan.« Anam Rangs
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