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e New Shobuj Opera

ERSHAD KAMOL

Al huge typical jatra pandal
{open air stage) is built
beside the relics of the Srifal

Tali' zamindar palace near

Kaliakoir, Gazipur. A film crewis on

its toes shooting the new mega

serial The New Shobuj Opena. The
programme will be aired from the
first week of November on ATN

Through the story of a
particular jatra company, The New
Shobuj Opera depicts the
colourful' lifestyle of the jatra
artistes. This new venture, by
Manunur Rashid, reveals the
decay of this art form. For the
shooting, the team has set up a
realisticambience of ajatra, which

. includes a ticket counter and a

stage attheshootingspot.

Performers as well as the

technical crews have been staying
near Kaliakoir, Gazipur, for 20 days
for the shoot. The interiors of the
zamindar palace and the nearby
lawn are beingused for the shoots.
- October 21 was the 20th day of
the continuous shooting slot On
this day, a few interesting
sequences were shot. For instance,
a duel sequence bhetween AKM
Hasan and Shamim Zaman was
shot. During the shoot out, the
actors sometimes became so
involved in their roles that some of
themsustainedinjuries.

AKM Hasan has already
established himself as a comic
actorin Ronger Manush. He said, 'l
play the role of a chef in the jatra
company. My character is quite an
interesting one. I play the role of a
sycophant of the owner of the jatra

Fazlur Rahman Babu, Eva Saha and AKM Hasan in the mega serial

R

company;and in his absencein the
scene, I enacthisrole.

In ‘the next shot, Fazlur
Rahaman Babu, who plays the role
of a quarrelsome fellow, was filmed
in a cooking scene brawling with
the chef.

Like the other performers,
Jayanto Chattopadyay is also racing
against the clock to complete the
shooting. As he said, 'One night [
had to change my make-up four
times for six sequences.' He gives
credit for this feat to the mdke -lp
artiste M Ali Babul.

In The NewShobuj Opera, agood
number of young artistes appear
on the screen for the first time, The
debut artistes--Rubli Chowdhury,
Joyeeta and Shurobhi--are also

Babu and Helal in a comical sequence

enjoying their experiences in the

Shah Alam Dulal, who plays the
role of the manager of the
company, said, ‘I had no idea at all
as to how interesting the role of a
jatra manager is! In the serial, we
had' to work with a' professional
jatra team. I' picked up many

nuances of acting from them--
much of which I had notleamtin’

my 25-years asa stage artiste.'
Director Mamunur Rashid said,
'Zamindar Afzal Chowdhury is
helping by allowing us to use his
palace. It is only nature that is
hostile to us. During these 20 days,
we could notwork formore than 10
days.' Regarding the introduction
of many new artistesin the play, ke
said, ‘During our next slot, which
starts from November at the same
place, a few more new artistes will

course of theshooting,

stageanentryintheserial.'

Songs that touch the listener's heart
Tete-a-tete with Mahmud Khurshid

SABIRA MANIR

The songs of Miles, such as Phiriye dao, Dhiki
dhiki agun joley and Neela are still fresh in the
memory of millions of the band's fans. Mahmud
Khurshid, the lyricist of these songs, is nowsetto
come up with other musical attractions. He has
written two more spngs for Miles' forthcoming
album Protiddhoni. The songs are
Swapnabilashand Jibonechai josh.

Mete uthi boishakhi utshobey, sung by
Melireen, is also written by him. However, this is
the first festive song after Melay jaire, sung by
Maksud of Feedback which was a big hit. 'I had
been toying with the idea of writing such a song
foralong time, 'says Mahmud.

The lyricist of many popular songs, Khurshid
started his journey in 1989. The first band he
worked with was Octave. He wrote half of the
songs for the band's albuin Tumi Chole Gechilio,

" Next he wrote lyrics for Miles, which instantly

broughthiminto the limelight. Shei mishti hashi
bhulte parini was his first song written for Miles'
firstalbum Protisruti,

SomeofMahmud's popularsongslike Phiriye
dao, Neelg, Dhiki dhikiagun joley appeared with
Shopno ‘bhongo and other songs in the
Miles'secondalbum Prottasha.

These songs mainly helped Protiasha to

become one of the most memorable albums in.

Banglaband history. His next creations were Jala
jala, Bhulbona tomake for Miles' third album
Prottay. Probaho, the fourth album of Miles,
touched the listener's heart with Bisshay jatra
andParini bujhatey.

Mahmud Khurshid ‘also composed the lyrics
of some delightful songs for the popular metal
band Warfaze. Besides band songs, he wrote
songs for many solo artistes such as Ankhi
Alamgirand KanizShuboma. The popularsongs
performed by them and the songs of Miles are
also often telecast on Indian channels like Tara

Banglaand MTV.

Sentiment, heritage and countryimages have
been used as the theme of the songs written by
Mahmud. As he says, 'I was always inspired by
positive themes.! He enjoys the songs of the
band Feedback, Miles, Renaissance, Warfaze,
LRB and Souls, 'Besides this, Black, Subcon-
stious, Artcell and Arthaheen are setting a new
trend, which is a plus point of band music, " says
Mahmud. According to him, nowadays, quantity
is getting priority over quality.

Most of the songs written by Mahmud have
been composed by Manam Ahmed. "We have an
intellectual understanding,’ points' out
Mahmud. "The lyzics of all my songs are tuned
while still'in the process of writing: The lyrics
and the music are interlaced in a complemen-
tarymanner,' headds.

Mahmud Khurshid is also a familiar face in
the advertisement. He appeared as model inthe
advertisements of Fairand Lovely, Berger paints,
HSBC bank and Liberty shoes. 'I anchored the
programime Bolun Dekhiin BTV, 1'also worked as
a presenter in a few documentary programmes.
This is how 1 came m:o maodeling,' says
Mahmud.

Lyricist Mahmud Khurshid is the author of
more than ten books. Most of the writings are
science oriented. ' To be a recognised lyricist is
my passion, the other activities l amengagedin
are myinterest,' says Mahmud.

Mahmud plans to write more songs for Miles
and Feedback: This is a welcome picce of news
formusiclovers.
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SITutulis a popularmusician, a keyboardistof the
popular band LRB and recently instrumentalist-
turned-singer. In the course of his career, Tutul hgs
carved a niche for himself in the music world of
Bangladesh. Recently, he spoke to our cultural
correspondent on issues close to his heart. Excerpts
fromtheinterview:

‘Whysportabandana?

lam agImIfan of AxI Rose, the vocalist af famous rock
band Guns n' Roses. He used to wear such a band on his
head'and 1 just followed hzm Dan t think that I'am bald.
It'sjustafashion.

Istalentanimportant criterionin themedia?

It is ‘the' most important element, because an artiste
cannotshine unless she or he has potential or talent, Then
again, if you don't have initiative or sincerity, you can
never flourish in the media. Butmostofall you must enjoy.
the work. Otherwise one can never do justice to the
profession,

Whodoyouthinkcame first, theeggorthe hen?

May be, the hen, because the hen produices the ege. Well,
Tam notsure.., only God can tell. May be both the egg and
hen camefirst. The question is ‘tricky' and till nowremains,
an unresolved mystery.

Wanttoshareaweird mqmricncemthwuxfans?

Once I was invited at the Dhaka Medical College
premises to perform with LRB. It was a wintry evening. I
was playing with full passion when suddenly I noticed a
chopped hand on my keyboard. Without paying much
heed Ijust moved it from my instrument. And it felt icier
than the usual human hands. However; when 1 started to
play again 1 found the handiwas placed before me again, I
was really annoyed. But, to my horror, I'saw that it was a
hand that didn't belong to a living person. I was really
scared by then and began to scream and tremble, Then I
sawamedical student, allwrappedwith a shawl, laughing
[from the sidelines, And it became clear that this boy s
trying to play a practical joke at my expense. Oh! I can
never forgetthat event.

‘What would you do if you ' won a million dollarin a

lottery?

I'would rush to.a music shop and buy my favourite
musical instruments to my heart's content. Andabout the
restof the money? Well Twould giveit to my wife and let her

' spenditagy waythatappealsto her

What would you do if your were nhuscn to be the
Prime Minister for a day?

I don't think I would ever accept the offer. It is a
Herculean task to run a country. The head of the state
hardly has a family life. He or she getsiso embroiled with
problems and solutions that they have very hﬂlc time for
themselves.

Twould rather take the responsibility of the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs. I would give the cultural personalities,
especially those who have less media exposure, the best
facilities to flourish in the entertainment world: (Smil-
ingly) And last of all, I would try to retain the power for
morethanaday.

The bestmovie youhavewatched so far?

It is hard to tell because I have so many favourites on'my.
list! Well, to name a few: Home Alone was an excellent
movie. I also liked the action Terminator2: The Judgement
Day. At home I like the Liberation War movies like Ora
Egaro Jan and Aguner Parashmani. This is also because I
feel inclined towards such movies because my father was
martyred in the war Besides, Ilike the religious movies like
ArcofNoah. Sunflower is anotherof; myfauourires.

Thebestbookyouhaveeverread?

I 'don't have much time to read books now a days, Still
when I'was a student [ used to read a lot from the Bangla
literature like Manik Bondyapadhhyay, Budhhbev Basu
and Bankimchandra Chattyapadhhyay.

Whatsongs appeal toyoumost?

Scorpions are my all time favourites especially: their
Wind of Change and Holidays are great ones. Again Bryan
Adams, Sting, Richard Marx, Mark Anthony, Pink Floyd,
and The Doors are also my. very favouriie artistes and
bands.

What if you were told to give up your career as a
singers

I would either settle in the Himalayas or comimit
suicide, that is for sure. Because music is iy life and 1
r:annot livewithout music.

Celsius 41.11-- reply to Moore's

Fahrenheit 9/11

BBC ONLINE

Billed as the Republican reply to Michael Moore's President
Bush-bashing film Falirenheit 9/11, the documentary Celsius

41.11hasjustbeenreleasedinthe US.

The name ofthe film, directed by Kevin Knoblock, refersto the
temperature at which the brain begins to die. Itdoes not pretend
to offer a balanced political picture, and in fact was financially
backed by conservativeresearch organisation Citizens United.

And Celsius 41.11 is already proving as contentious for US
newspaper reviewers as Fahrenheit 9/11, coming at such a
politically sensitive’ time ‘with just weeks to go until the US

elections,

Many newspapers, while not disagreeing with the facts of the
documentary, have not been impressed with it as a piece of
entertainment. Philip Kennicott of The Washington Post called it

a'dull’andoverlong attack ad on John Kerry',

Jeffrey Bruner of the Des Moines Register said: 'For the US
$900,000 reportedly spent on this film, it's a pretty low-quality
production that's not goingto transfer well to a big screen. But as
after-dinner viewing in your livingroom, it should workdine.'

Celsius 41.11 supports Bush's stance on the Iraq war
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Parityakto Bari

On Channal-i at8:25 p.m;

Genre: Drama Serial

Cast: Gazi Rakayet, Soma, RakhiReza

PICK OF THE DAY

See SpotRun
- OnHBOat8:30 p.m.
Genre: Comedy (more)

Cast: David Arquette, Michael Clarke Duncan




