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The new look to the Central Public Library is eagerly awaited by its frequent visitors.

Renovation work of the Central

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

Public of Library (CPL) is already
on. :

The library's facelift plan
includes building a new seminar
room, central air-conditioning of
readingareas, settingup ofacyber
café and installation of close
circuitcameras.

The 250-seat new seminar
roomwillbe builtonthetop ofthe
children's comer at a cost of Tk.
40,40,000.

"The present B0-seat seminar
hall is not big enough to hold
launching of books, discussion
programmes and similar events.
Our auditorium on the other hand
is too large for those purposes.
That is why we are building this
new seminar hall which has been
a long-standing demand," said
assistant director of the public

library Kazi Abdul Majed.
The Central Public Library was

builtin 1978 and until this year no

changes have been made to its
structural character.

"The department of architec-
ture has already started preparing
a design for the new seminar hall
without demolishing any part of
the library," added Majed.

He hoped that they would be
able to finish the construction by
the comingyear.

The only library in the country
open for 24-hours will become
centrally air-conditioned by the
end of this fiscal year. 41 split type
air conditioners are being
installed for the five reading
rooms cavering 19984 square feet
area. The air-conditioning will
costTk. 94 lakh.

Allthe old furniture of the read-
ing rooms where 1950 people visit
on an average everyday, will be

replaced with new ones at an
expenditure of Tk. 39 1akh.

_ "We will send the shelves,
chairs, tables to the district librar-
ies after replacing them with new
ones by this fiscal year," Majed
said

The cyber café will also be
established this year in the
library's main building.

"The café with fifteen comput-
ers will provide internet service to
users at a cheaper rate than the
private cyber cafes,” said the
assistantdirector.

The budget for the cyber café
and computers for administrative
use has been estimated at Tk 37
lakh.

"We have a plan to start com-
puter training for our librarians
and also for librarians of other
public libraries around the coun-
tryafter thecafé isin place, We will
employ a local consultant for this

Facelift for Gentral
Public Library

purpose,” Majed added.

He also informed that books
worth Tk. 50 lakh will be added to
the library by 2005, A committee
has already been formed headed
by Professor Wakil Ahmed for
selectingofbooks,

"The committee has been
working from May this year and it
has already decided in principal to
buy 70 percent of books from the
local publishers, while the rest will
be bought from international
publishers," said Majed.

Thirteen close circuit cameras
have already been set up in the
library forsecurity purpose.

The library's interior will also
gothroughachange.

"We have a budget of Tk
18,88,000 Thousand for the inte-
rior designing of the library com-
pound and the main auditorium,"
Majed informed.

Road woes on the
eribadh

FAIZUL A TANIM

Most roads in old Dhaka are in
such a deplorable state that resi-
dents fear they will become unus-
able in near future unless repair
workisdone immediately.

The 'Beribadh road' or the
embankment road from Babu
Bazar to Shoriya Ghat is a prime
example of lack of maintenace.
_Large potholes resultmg from-
stagnant water and heavy rainfall

and movement of heavy vehicles
has left it in a horrendous condi-
tion. Accidents are frequent on
thatstretch ofroad.

"I have seen at least four to five
accidents within the past week, "
said Abdur Rahman, a local tea
stall owner.

Rickshaws often get stuck or
turn over after falling into the
holes.

Local people said that after the
recent heavy downpour, water ate

away the bitumen layers of the
roads and made the carpeting
slack. Now, when heavy vehicles
like trucks and buses pass over,
the road gradually disintegrates.
Traffic congestion is another
common problem. Motorvehicles
thatneeded 15-20 minutes to pass
now take more than halfan hour.
Easy movement of traffic is
extremely important on that
particular road as 'most medical
facilities like hospitals, clinics and

A stretch of the Noya Bazar road, like many others in Old Dhaka, lies in a dilapidated state causing

discomfortto residents of the area.

medicine shops are located
around that area near Mitford
gate. There are some ten hospitals
and clinics there and in case of
emergency, old Dhaka residents
rush there.

Jahan Ahmed, a medicine shop

staff said he has seen an old man
die on the road as the ambulance
carrying him got stuck in a traffic
jam,
" Most roads and alleys in Babu
Bazar, Noya Bazar, Mitford,
Armanitola do not have covers on
manholes. Some holes can be
found covered with loose bricks
and mud with a red cloth tied to a
bamboo warning the publicof the
danger. The residents themselves
took these measures as repeated
complaints tolocal ward commis-
sioners fell on deafears.

Almost all of these manholes
are 20-30 feet deep and pose grave
risks for pedestrians and vehicles
especially when the roads get
submerged after arain.

The embankment road, which
is connected to Gabtoli, is a focal
point for business.
Businesspersons of old Dhaka
said they experience around forty
percent loss when it rains. Rain
means more traffic jams and
goods are damaged and transpor-
tation delayed due to accidents.
Trucks and lorries get stuck and
have towaitinlongqueueson that
damaged road.

Residents and businessmen
also complained that truck drivers
bribe the traffic police and move
freely on the road during daytime
which is prohibited by law. This
also causes damage to the road
and creates trafficchaos.

PORIMOL PALMA

Beart h of fi ;1'41 nci ershavc
deprived the poor and orphaned
children at Shakyamuni

thathas been going on for the last
five years.

Around 800 Buddhist children
from the Chittagong Hill Tracts
(CHT) were housed and given
primary education at Bonophool
Children's Home in the Bouddha
Vihara since 1993, but the school
activities went into oblivion in
1998 as the French donor agency
'Partaz’ stopped providing
finances,

The donor agency referred to
the 1997 CHT Peace Treaty and
said the government could
finance the education

Children Home, said Dhanamoni
Chakma, organising secretary of
Parbatya Bouddha Sangha, Ban-
gladesh (PBSB).

"The CHT Affairs Ministry said
that as the school does not fall
within the CHT purview, the
ministry is not is a position to
fund the school," said Venerable
Prajnananda Mahathera, presi-
dent PBSB.

Jnana Bikash Chakma, PBSB's
general secretary told The Daily
Star that Bimal Trishwa Bhikku,
the then president of PBSB
helped to acquire one-acre land
in two phases. The first 22 deci-
mals was obtained in 1976 during

Bouddha Vihara at Mirpur of
primary education, a' scenario’

programmes for Bonophool

Lack of funds restrains
education of orphans

Future of 300 children from CHT at stake
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the regime of Ziaur Rahman and
the rest in 1985 during the rule of
HM Ershad, to promote the
Buddhist practices, edugation
and development.

The PBSB constructed a
Pagoda and building on the land
with aid from many sources
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capacitating the education of
about400students.

The general secretary said the
entire building remained unused
with bills of over Tk 5 lakh includ-
ing fines and interest pending for
electricity, gas water and other
utilities.
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"The building is now a burden
on us as we are facing severe a
monetary crisis," Dhanamoni
said. He urged authorities to
take adequate steps to provide
financial aid to enable PBSB to
run the institute for the benefit
underprivileged children.

COURIER SERVICES

usefultelephonenumbbers |

International
Alr Borne Express- 9561371,
9561372, 9550724
Air Courlers Intl (BD) Ltd.-
8815970
Aramex International Courigr-
9558003, 9559582, 9565075
Airspeed Express- 9563494
Asian Caurier Services Ltd.-
8313543

Baishakhi Courier Service-
9558606
Banmgladesh Express Co. Lid.-
9565114
Bangladesh Courier Sercive-
9563989
Bengal Express- 9560642,
9552666
Bangladesh Intl Courier- 353636
Continental Service Ltd.-
9552948, 9558425
DHL Worldwide Express-
9881703-7, 9886305-9, 98682057
Enem Express- 8330699
Fedex Bangladesh Express €0.
Lid- 9565114
Modhuban Courier Service-

9550884

Overseas Courler Service-
9352431, 8321169

Pacific Courier- 9568446
Rellance Express Service-
9558515, 7110249

Sky International service-
9660442

Skynet world Wide Express-
9558062,9560258, 7114787,
7113184

TNT Express- 9566662, 9558239,
8618155

Union Courier Service- 9341722
United Parcel Service Air alliance
Ltd- 8826429, 8810223

National

Asian courier Service Ltd~
8313543

BAE- 9884851

Central Courier Service- 9881118 :

Confidence Courier Service Ltd.
9567036

Chisty Courier- 7110177-9,
Cosmaopol Services- 9552793,
9557975

Dhaka Courier Services- 7236222

Dolphin Courier- 9558802
Dreamland Courier Service-
9550326, 9566975

Ploneer Courier Services-
9561727, 9569759

Probashi Courler Services-
9346359

Rainbow Express Parcel Services
Lid.- 8322773, 8315703

h Ha!fancaExprassServiz:es-
+ 9558515, 7110249

Sundarban Courier Services-

9551984, 9556189, 9551656

Sunrise Courier Services-
9568751

World Runner Express Ltd.

9112068, Fax - 880-2-9112068
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Libraries, Cultural and
Information Centers

Central Public Library- 8626001-4,
Shishu Academy- 9564128
Shilpakala Academy- 8614673
Bangla Academy- 8619550

Islamic Foundation- 9550280, 955640

The American Centre (IRC)-8813440-
49886395

The Nazrul Institute- 9114602

Ford Foundation- 8116133

Alliance Francaise- 8611557

British Council- 8618867-8,
8618905-7

Community Development Library-
8113769, 8113604

Goethe Institute Int'l- Dhaka-
9126525-6

Indian Information Centre & Cultural
Library- 8615096

The Russian Cultural Centre-
9116314, 9118531, 9118314

Drik Photo Gallery- 9120125,
8112954, 8123412

Museum and Zoo
National Museum- 8619396-9
Open: 10 am 5 pm, Friday 3
pm- 8 pm, Thursday closed
Muktijuddha Jadughar-
9559091

Open: 10:30 am 6:30 pm,
Sunday Closed

Bangabandhu Smiti Jadughar-
8110046

Open: 10 am 5 pm, Wednesday
closed

Ahsan Manzil

Open: 10 am 5 pm, Friday: 3
pm - 7 pm, Thursday Closed
Shishu Jadughar- 9666466
Open; 10 am- 6 pm, Sunday
Closed

CITY BUS ROUTE

Bus No. Route

Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 10, 11, 12
Gulistan-Shahbagh-Banglamotor-Farmgate-Mirpur 1, 2

Shyampur-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Alrport-Tongi

1
2
3 Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mahakhali-Airport-Azampur
4
5

Sayedabad-Kamalapur-Motijheel-Airport-Joydebpur-Gazipur

Kamalapur-Motijheel-Gulistan-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Gulshan 1, 2
Kamalapur-Motijneel-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Gulshan 1, 2
Motijhesl Shapla chattar- Malibagh- Farmgale- Gulshan 2

7 Sadarghat-Gulistan-Maghbazar-Nabisco-Guishan 2
8 Chittagong-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asad Gate-Kalyanpur-Gabtoli
9 Demra Rani mahal-Motijheel-Kalbagan-Shyamoli-Mirpur 1, 10, 11, 12

11/A
12
13
14
15
24

Sadarghat-Gulistan-Kakrail-Malibagh-Rampura-Biswa Road-Tongi Bridge
Sayedabad-Motijheel-Fakirapaol-MaghbazarMohakhall-Tongi Bridge
Sayedabad-Khilgoan-Malibagh-Rampura-Airport-Tongi Bridge

Shanir Akhra-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Asadgate-Mohammadpur
Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Jnigatola-Shangkar-Mohammedpur
Signboard -Motijheel-Shahbagh-New Market-Shyamali-Mirpur 1, 12
Chittagong Road-Motijheel-Shahbagh-Farmgate-Mirpur 12
Gulistan-Maghbazar-Mohakhali-Airport-Uttara-Bipile

Starts from

Golap Shah Mazar
Phoolbaria bus station
Phoolbaria bus station
Shyampur

Sayedabad

Kamalapur

Kamalapur

Motijneel Shaplachattar
Sadarghat

Chittagong Road
Demra Ranimahal
Sadarghat

Sayedabad

Syedabad

Shanir Akhra

Motijheel

Signboard (Chittagong Road)
Chittagong Road
Gulistan

PHOTD STAR



