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Lipi's exhilarating installation
'Even theWalls Have Ears' at Alliance

FAYZA HAQ

work, you just have to go to Tayeba Begum

Lipi's on goinginstallation,'Even the walls
have ears’ at Alliance Francaise. Lipi is all for
arousing our socio-political and economic
consciousness This is even though Lipi admits
thateven the commonman on theroadis aware
ofthecrueltiesand unfaimessoftheWarin Iraq
and Afghanistan, as also the local upheavals.
Nevertheless theartist-- being motivated by her
thought-provoking expostre to idea exchange,
overseasand athome, in numerous workshops-
- feels that the bourgeois have to have their
complacencynudged, and be told once again
thattheyshouldtakeaccountoftheinjusticesat -
homeandabroad. 5

In the exposition gallery hang long, white
ropes that end in tinkling bells that, one might
findin ankletsor 'jhumars; whilein frontare TV
footagesbased on overseas reports, On oneend
of the gallery is the gray, black and white
presentation of stiff lipped members of a high
level conference. Inthebackdropisthevoiceofa
new-bom baby along with the images of the
artist's lips and ears. The child birth crics are
penetrating and symbolise the pain of modem
existence as Lipi explains The installationis a
definitedeparture from setideas suchas'Art for
art's sake', and stirs up feelings and senses if
one can ferret into this post-modem creation.
The exhibit speaks of frustration, discontent-
mentandalienation.

What one saw was brave and bold but was the
message unique? Perhaps, in the context of the
sedate and self-satisfied humdrumlife ofthe city -
where thythmic colour compositions in gallerdes
maybe the call of the day. This is even though the
average'sensibility of all creative people have been
rockedasunderin thelastonedecade.

With' her association with the local’ and
foreign organisations like 'Britto’, ‘Khoj! and
"Triangle’, based in Dhaka, India and UK, Lipi

I Fyou care for theavant-garde experimental

The artist amidst her works

has had ample opportunity, backing and
inspiration to venture into something so new
andfresh. Hergypsylife withherfather a railway
officer, who was posted in different local
districts, and her associationwith the adventur-
ousMahbuburRahman, herhusband, hasgiven
her confidence to push ahead of her seniors
Confident of her controversial works and feats,
Lipihasalsohadthe support ofherteacherslike
Shishir Bhattacharjee and some of her fellow
artists, like young Piplu, who also believe in
treading unimagined paths of fine arts, Other
senior artists, like Bulbon Osman, the well-
‘known art history teacher, nod to the nouveau
outlook and approach: The expatrates in the

backward glance.
Lipi,

coordinatorof'Britto’ arttrust.

cityand othermembersofthecityintelligentsia,
also give theirsilentconsentto the continuation
of stirming up our discontentment and angst.
With the large arcna of the Alliance Francaise
gallery-- and daysin preparation, whileanother
exhibit of illustration has been shelved into a
corridor -- Lipi is naturally heady with success.
The Grand Prize winner of the Asian Biennale,
2004, steps ahead without hesitation or a

who has attended over a dozen
workshops, has experiences of overseas
residences in Ireland, Germany, Finland,
Denmark and' Myanmar. She is also the
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[perception of the greatwriter.

the original story. of Shamapti
- which was bighly appreciated by
the audience. However, as Nargis

presentation will be modern. We
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" Film dircclor Nargls Aktar is. all
set with anewventure --a feature.
film Abuh Bou, based on the |

| Rabindranath Tagore. Though the
\shooting is slated 1o begm next
Lyear, i there wasa nhcn 10, stssmn of |\

L strive to undp.mand the atyle auq :

True, famous f:lm!nakcf'-._-
. Satyajit Ray made a film based on .

sdaid,  "We are going to keep the
woriginal story. intact,. but the .

| Biswasare the major members ul'_"
the cast, Mahfuzur Rahman Khan' b
as cameraman, Mujibur Rahman |
Huhl as u.iﬂur, M']h:uddm.!-umq'; i

legacy on film

dea plays Mrinmoyee in Abuj.h Bou

will try to maintain
Rabindranath's “style’. . What's
more, 'From music to-dance,
every element will be used inomy
film,' she added,

Right now the director is work-
ing on the screenplay, Work has

. also begun on the costurnes and

arnaments forthe film and the set
15 being designed. Music compo:

{osition and recording will ‘begin
|after Bid-ulibite, Shakily Khan,

neweomer Priya, Diti and Aruna

‘making a novel based film each

] bhurmuh:mdra C‘hauupadday,'l

;_-',]I_Imn an an da Das

LIt erature,’

as art director and Alam Khan as.
musicdirectorwillform the crew.
Femcom Bangladesh Friends
Association will produce the film
under a programme aimed at

year. After Shamaptl, it plans 10
make Flmr.hasui on the stories of
famous writeérs such as

Kazi Nazrul

FILM REVIEW

Bhalo Theko: A film symbolising
nature, tradton and love

ARUN DEVNATH, from Bangkok

Bhalo Theko (Forever Yours) was
recently screened at a' high-profile
film-festival in Bangkok. The Bangla
film directed and scripted by Gautam,
Halder fromIndia provides a backdrop
for the etemnal conflict between
individuals.  Anandi, as her name
suggests, comes forward with
blessings ofjoyfor thepeoplewhotend
to jump on the career bandwagon. She
symbolises the negation of careerism
andstandsforhappiness.

The presence of Anandi, played by
South' Indian actress Vidya Palan,
fertilises the ambience of the film that
unfolds. The film is the celebration of
fertility symbolised by green trees,
driving rains and' dark plumes of
cloud' and Anandi herself. A rain-
soaked Anandiin the idyllic village on
the bank of ever-flowing Hooghly
reminds viewers of the ancient forest
that all but disappeared from the.
surface of the earth. The film is set in
Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose's
home in Falta, masquerading as
Ulttarpara. ;

Nature, tradition and love are
Anandi's only pillars of support after
;Jm burden ufh:.r family is thrust on
1er.

For Anandl. happiness means
freedom from within and without
alike. Freedom means a commitment
to live in the fashion one wants to--
breaking from the bondage--
materialistic and' nonmaterialistic.
Freedom means being one with the
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Vidya Palan as Anandi in Bhalo Theko

nature, as free are the skies, plantsand
birds--all appearing on and off in
fragmented images in the film that
figured onthelistof71 atthefestival at
EGV Metropolis in Bangkok.

Anandi is forgetful of her sorrows
that she was deceived by Babua she
loved most. Babua, who symbolises
the craze for migration to foreign
countries, comes back from abroad
onlytosay: '‘Anandi, I came back toset
you free.'

Film critics described Anandi as a
large canvas painted in several hues.
She stands against rootless
intermnalisation and perplexed culture,

R

The plot is based on Leena
Gangopadhaya's story Janmadin
Soumitra Chatterjee plays Anandi's
uncle as the guiding force in the film, *
while Joy Sengupta appears as.
Anandi'sloverBabua.

Bhalo Theko is Gautam's debut
feature film. His first docu-feature A
Story of Integration earned him the.
National Award in 1993. His second,
film Strings of Freedom on Usla'd,_
Amjad Ali Khan was highly appreci-
ated at international film fcstma]%.
Gautam, himself a' singer, is now.
working on another documentary.on’’
PanditAjoy Chakraborty.
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i1 BTV

| News Headiines (Bangla) al 8:55
| am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 prm. 4:00
o pm.T:00pm.

Naws (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lata Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30pm.

CHANNEL-i ‘

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am. 8:;00am,
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:20, 12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.
S8 Latest News (Bangla) a19:00 a.m,10:00
&4 am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
] #:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.
‘niv
News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 8:30 pm. .
News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.
- TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 730

pm.
Tara News (Bangla) al 8:30 pm. 11:30

pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 8:30

pm.
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