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India wants end to
nuclear sanctions

AFP, Kalpakkam

India has urged the West to remove
blocks on the transfer of critical nuclear
technology, offering an assurance that
New Delhi had effective tools to pre-
vent proliferation.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
also said India, which declared itself a
nuclear state with a string of weapons
tests in 1998, was determined to carry
on with its atomic energy programmes
to augment the country's ailing con-
ventional power sector.

"India will not be the source of
proliferation of sensitive technologies.
We will ensure that those technolo-
gies, which we already possess, will
be effectively safeguarded," he said at
anuclear facility in this southern Indian
city yesterday.

"While we are determined to use
our indigenous capability to fulfill our
national interest, we are doing so in a
manner that is not contrary to the
larger goal of nuclear non-
proliferation," Singh said.

Singh criticised the tray of US-led
sanctions which were slapped on
rivals India and Pakistan after their tit-
for-tat nuclear tests, saying such

restrictions harmed development.

"Technology denial and closing
avenues for international cooperation
in such an important field is tanta-
mount to denial of developmental
benefits to millions of people, whose
lives can be transformed by the utilisa-
tion of nuclear energy and relevant
technologies," he said.

Singh did not name rival Pakistan
but made reference to recent disclo-
sures of proliferation from the neigh-
bouring country.

"India remains faithful to the ‘atom-
for-peace’ policy despite the well-
known and glaring examples of prolif-
eration which have directly affected
our security interests.

"(And) constraining those who are
responsible and rewarding those who
are irresponsible - the international
community should face up to the
implications of the choice," he said in
Kalpakkam, the hub of the country's
civilian nuclear programme.

India, which refuses to endorse
either the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty or Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, hopes to generate 20,000
megawatts of electricity from its atomic
power plants by 2020.

OMS enters third day
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has opened 160 OMS centres at 80
markets in the capital, no such
centre was found yesterday at
different kitchen markets including
the ones at Indira Road, Hatirpul,
Mohammadpur Town Hall, Banani
and Gulshan.

Locals, roadside vendors, shop-
keepers and many other people in
the areas said they do not know of
any OMS drive, and buy rice from
market as usual at higher prices.

Rickshawpuller Shahidul of the
city's Shahjatpur area, while waiting
for passenger at Gulshan-2 kitchen
market, said, "l don't know of any
OMS centre either in my area or in
this area. | am to buy one kg of rice
at Tk18 ormore."

Saiful Islam, a vendor at
Mohammadpur Town Hall market,
said he has seen OMS programme
on television but has not seen any
sale centre in the market.

Many people at and around
Mohammadpur Krishi Market also
expressed theirignorance about the
governmentdrive.

Inside the market, this corre-
spondent saw one Delwar Hossain,
on behalf of dealer Rokeya Begum,
selling OMS rice to three people ata
shop in a murky and narrow alley.
Delwar said more than 300 kg of rice
out of the daily allotment of 500 kg
was sold out by 12:30pm but failed
to show any record.

The OMS centre at Palashy
kitchen market was closed by 12:30
pm and the dealer claimed the day's
allotment of 513 kg rice was already
sold.

Wife of a Dhaka University house
tutor alleged, " Dealers sell only a
small portion of OMS rice to poor
people and sell the rest to traders at
ahigher price."

A dealer, Khurshed Alam, how-
ever said, "ltis a profitless job as we
have to bribe food officials to get the
OMS allotment."

Prices of 'minikit' rice in the city's
retail markets were Tk 22-24 a kg,

Najirshail Tk 20-22 and Paijam
Tk18.

Traders however said wholesale
prices of coarse rice has come down
and it will take some more days to
have its impact on the retail prices.

Our Rajshahi correspondent
reports that sale of rice at most of
the OMS centres yesterday was
done within two hours, hardly leav-
ingany impacton retail rice market.

"The allocation is too inadequate
but the rush of people for it is high,"
said one dealer, ShahjahanAli.

Buyers at Lalpur upazila in
Natore district alleged OMS dealers
were selling rice to traders instead
of poor consumers. Ruling BNP
men were appointed as dealers,
they said.

Two factions of BNP clashed in
Lalpur on Thursday over appoint-
ment of dealers, leaving three local
leaders of the party injured.

Rajshahi regional Food
Controller AZM Mansur Hossain
however said 603 tonnes of rice was
sold on Thursday against 1,544
tonnes allocated. A total of 1,957
dealers have been appointed in 16
northern districts for OMS
programme, he mentioned.

Our Barisal correspondent
reports OMS sales started at 15
centres in the city yesterday. But
rice price in retail market remained
unchanged.

The daily allocation of 510 kg rice
is too inadequate to meet the
requirement.

Our Bogra correspondent said
OMS operation started on Thursday
with 258 dealers in the district with
five in Bogra town.

Sources said the allocation of
510 kg of rice could be given to only
about one-fourth of people who
queued for it.

Similar reports were received
from Natore, Jaipurhat and
Naogaon.

In Comilla town, OMS rice was
selling at different shops at Tk15 to
17 akg, anotherreportsaid.

Compensation
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on 11 September 2004 ordered the
SR Steel Complex to pay Alam's
father Siddiqur Rahman Tk 21
thousand in compensation for his
son'sdeath.

On October 4, Siddiqur Rahman
approached an advocate of the
labour court for filing a vokalatnama
for receiving the compensation
money. But the lawyer turned down
his request demanding Tk 3, 000 as
fee.

"The following day, | offered him
Tk 500 that was all I had with me, but
to no effect," Siddiqur Rahman told
The Daily Star, "l even knelt down to
his feet but he got harsher."

"An advocate named AKM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury noticed my
plight and advised me to seek help
from the Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust," he added.

"Blast finally got me the money,"
he said with gratitude.

Though nothing could compen-
sate for the loss of his son, yet for
the family living in abject poverty a
reasonable amount of compensa-
tion could at least ease things for
some time, said Siddiqur who
grappled to run the family.

Alam's father and relatives said
they bore the cost of Alam's treat-
ment despite financial hardship.

But the factory authorities in a
report claimed that they had borne
all the expenses and made arrange-
ments to send Alam's body to his
home at village Danarhat in
Thakurgaon.

Siddiqur Rahman alleged that
the owner and officials of SR Steel
Complex despite repeated appeals
did not extend any sort of help-- be it
intreatment or in sending the corpse
home.

The chief factory inspector later
in a report said that an 'uncontrolla-
ble back boiling' in the furnace had
accounted for the accident.

An official of the Bangladesh
Steel Mill Owners' Association
seeking anonymity said,"Workers
engaged in such hazardous jobs are
supposed to wear helmets, gloves,
goggles, leather boots and asbes-
tos aprons as protection against
such fatal accidents."

Referring to the boiling accident
he said,"Accident can be avoided by
adjusting the degree of temperature
required for melting iron."

Advocate Jafrul Hasan of Blast
said, "It is astonishing that a 16-
year-old boy was engaged in such
an extremely hazardous job in
violation of the existing labour laws.

The authorities concerned must
ensure that safety measures are
practised at hazardous workplaces,
he said.

Referring to the amount of com-
pensation, former chairman of a
labour court Abdur Rob Mollah said,
"The amount of compensation for a
worker's death is inadequate by
today's standards. Death compen-
sation should be calculated taking
the average life expectancy into
account."

"On the one hand, labour law
provisions are inadequate. On the
other, whatever provisions are
there, are not enforced properly,”
Mollah added.

The labour compensation law of
1923 provides for Tk 30 thousand in
injury compensation and Tk 21
thousand in death compensation for
a worker whose minimum monthly
wage does notexceed Tk 500.

"It's quite ridiculous that an
outdated law, which provides for
only Tk 21 thousand in compensa-
tion for a worker's death, is still in
effect," said Deputy Director (Legal)
Farida Yeasmin of Blast.

Though the minimum wage was
raised to Tk 930 from Tk 500 in 1980
under the aforementioned law, the
amount of compensation money in
the case of death remains the same,
Farida said.

A national law commission was
formed in 1992 with Justice Abdul
Kuddus Chowdhury as the chair-
man, to update, co-ordinate and
reform the existing labour and
industrial laws.

In March 1994, the commission
submitted its report with recommen-
dations for change in the those laws.

But no government so far has
implemented the recommendations.

More ammo hauls
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magazines with 47 bullets of rifle,
2945 bullets of M16 rifle, 169 anti-
aircraftammunition and 77 bullets of
machinegun.

Acting on a tip off, ateam of BDR
led by Naikhangchhari zonal com-
mander Lt Col Hasinur Rahman
conducted raids on Goanchara,
Goalmara and Boiddyapara near
Baishari area under the upazila and
seized the arms and ammunition
kept under the ground, BDR
sources said.

In another operation, joint forces
of the army and Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR) yesterday seized two SBBL
guns, one wireless set, one mobile
phone set, seven sets of army
uniforms, and toll receipts from
Baiddahpara area under
Roangchhari upazillain Bandarban.

They also arrested six criminals
and demolished a temporary hide-
outof the gang.

A huge contingent of army and
BDR conducted the raid following
Friday's three-hour long gunbattle
between the army and armed mis-
creants at Roangchhari upazilla in
which two army officials were seri-
ously injured.

Meanwhile, the fate of two
abducted Bangalis (non-hillsmen)
has become more uncertain as
hoodlums moved from Betchhara
deepinto the forest after the Friday's
gunbattle.

Earlier BDR Jawans on October
16 and 21 seized two AK47 rifles, 44
bullets of AK47, 1556 bullets of M16
rifle, 37 wireless sets and nine
binoculars from different areas of
Naikhangchhari in three different
operations.

Judge
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statement on behalf of the families.

In the verdict, the judge himself
admitted that there had been seri-
ous flaws in investigation of the
case, but strangely enough, he did
not ask for further enquiry, said
Nasim.

He said the judge did all this only
to pave the way for acquittal of the
rest of the killers when the case
would be moved to higher court.

Mohammad Nasim and other
members of the families once again
described the judgment as a farce.

Earlier on October 20, a Dhaka
court sentenced three to death, 12
to life imprisonment while acquitted
five in the long-drawn judgement in
historic Jail Killing Case. The fami-
lies outright rejected the verdict.

They said they are determined to
challenge the verdict in the High
Court.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil
at the press conference declared to
mobilise the people in protest
againstthe judgment.

Nasim said it is not only the
present BNP-Jamaat alliance, the
government of Ziaur Rahman too
had halted the trial.

"Former president Justice
Sayem formed an inquiry commis-
sion immediately after the killing, but
president Zia slapped a freeze on
the commission's activities after
taking power at gunpoint.”

"After assuming power in 2001,
the present government of Khaleda
Zia first transferred the investigating
officer Kahar Akand and then dis-
missed him from the job. Then they
replaced the public prosecutors
appointed by the Awami League
government with those loyal to
them," he continued.

Syed Ashraful Islam, son of Syed
Nazrul Islam, said, "We, like the
public, are utterly disappointed at
the verdict as all the main perpetra-
tors go scot-free."

He said the verdict was politically
motivated and an unprecedented
interference by the government in
the trial denied them justice.

He dubbed KM Obaidur
Rahman, Shah Moazzmen
Hossain, Taher Uddin Thakur the
key figures in conspiracy to the
killings and expressed sheer dis-
may over their acquittal.

Sohel Taj, son of Tajuddin
Ahmed, said, "l was only five when
my father was killed and had been
waiting for 29 long years for justice.
But the judgment that came at long
last, overwhelmed us with despair."

"l just can't accept that my
father's killers would get away with
the murder," he said with tearful
eyes.

Khairuzzaman Liton, son of AHM
Quamruzzaman, criticised the
judge for terming prosecution
statements by the families of four
national leaders emotional. He
questioned,"How come the judge
acquitted the Kkillers calling the
prosecution statements emo-
tional?"

Former chief public prosecutor of
the case, appointed by the then
Awami League government, Anisul
Haq said, "The judgement did not
reflect the witnesses' statements
and other proofs."

"At one place of the judgment,
the judge described the first infor-
mation report (FIR) as false while in
another place, as correct," he said.

Anisul Haq said KM Obaidur
Rahman, one the prime accused,
during the trial shouted that he
would have the public prosecutors
changed. "And it happened after a
few days," Haq added.

Brigadier General (retired) Syed
Safayetul Islam, son of Syed Nazrul
Islam, and Rezaul Karim, son of
Mansur Ali, attended the press
conference, as did the senior lead-
ers of the main opposition.

PHOTO: PID

President lajuddin Ahmed and his wife Prof Anwara Begum greet members of the Hindu community at a
reception at the Bangabhaban yesterday on the occasion of Durga Puja.

Poor health service
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period, the percentage of those
taking private healthcare services
that the unqualified practitioners
offer rose from 30 percent to 49
percent.

The survey was carried out on
29,490 people and 475 service
providers and the finds were
shared with 498 community focus
groups at the upazila level and
upazila health workers. The ser-
vice delivery survey teams also
talked with Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA), Bangladesh
Nurses' Association (BNA) and
other relevant organisations.

The Canadian International
Development Agency funded the
survey and a consulting firm
carried it out in collaboration with
three government organisations
and other donors.

The HPSP was launched in
1998 to reform the health sector
and a service delivery survey was
done in three phases in 1999,
2000 and 2003 in the same areas
to review the impact of the
programme.

Some 10 percent of the
unqualified practitioners had had
higher education and at the other
end of the spectrum, 10 percent
never reached the SSC level.
Most unqualified practitioners
received some ftraining. Half of
them had received Rural Medical
Practitioner or Basic Rural
Medical Practitioner training.

The village doctors would

come at midnight if they are
called, commented members of
the community focus groups in
rural areas after the service deliv-
ery survey teams met them with
their findings. "Most of the time we
don't find any doctors in govern-
ment hospitals, so we turn to
village doctors. We go to village
doctors because they give us
medicine on credit."

They observed the village
doctors should get more training
to improve on their skills.
However, they said the govern-
ment should regulate the activi-
ties of the village doctors.

Members of the BMA, how-
ever, rejected outright the idea of
imparting additional training to
unqualified practitioners and
giving them certificates. "Don't try
to qualify the unqualified," said an
executive member of the BMA.

Participants in community
focus groups complained of the
qualified doctors' rudeness, lack
of respect, indifference and a bias
towards looking after the better-
off patients.

The proportion of households
who rated private and NGO ser-
vices to be 'good' soared to 37
percent last year from 25 percent
in 2000.

The main service providers
were unqualified village doctors,
drug stores, and traditional practi-
tioners. The proportion of service
users who visited unqualified

practitioners for treatment rose
from 52 percent in 2000 to 60
percent last year. In the same
period, there were small
decreases in the proportions of
people that used private qualified
practitioners, coming down from
31 percent to 27 percent, and in
case of government services,
from 17 percentto 13 percent.

Lack of good quality medicines
was the most common problem,
the respondents of the survey
said.

Over 90 percent of users of
private and unqualified practitio-
ners were satisfied with the pro-
viders' behaviour in both 2000
and 2003 against only 66 percent
of government services users.

It costs about twice as much to
visit a government health service
provider as for a visit to an unqual-
ified practitioner and about twice
as much again to visit a private
qualified practitioner.

People who used government
services for preventive purposes,
including immunisation, family
planning, antenatal care and
obstetric services, were nearly all
satisfied with the service they
received.

The survey last year showed a
continuing increase in use of
modern methods of contracep-
tion. The contraceptive preva-
lence rate (CPR) was as high
among the poorest women as
among the less poor.

Bar postpones

FROM PAGE 1

If the newly appointed judges are
present at the function, the SCBA
will boycott the programme,
according to the meeting resolu-
tion, which was sent to the CJ.

The Jatiyataibadi Ainjibi Oikya
Parishad, a pro-government
lawyers' platform, at a meeting
rejected such conditions saying
the SCBA had no right to take
such a decision. It also asked all
lawyers to attend the function at
10:30am today.

The SCBA started boycotting
the CJ's court in protest against
the August 22 appointment of 19
additional judges to the High
Court, terming it 'political appoint-
ment.! The boycott started on
August 30, two days before the
SC went on summer vacation.

The CJ, all the judges and
lawyers of the Supreme Court
exchange greetings after long
vacation at a get together, which
is a convention of the court.

"If the newly appointed judges
attend the function, we will not be
there," SCBA Secretary Bashir
Ahmed yesterday told The Daily
Star after the meeting held with its
president Rokan Uddin Mahmud
in the chair.

Earlier the CJ at a dinner on
October 10 assured the SCBA
leaders of taking initiatives to
resolve the matter related to
judges' appointment. "We have
requested the chief justice to
initiate proper steps to resolve the
crisis," the SCBA secretary said.

The pro-government lawyers'
meeting chaired by
Communications Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda, congratu-
lated the newly appointed judges.
They also congratulated the CJ
for properly handling the prevail-
ing situation.

Durga Puja
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Bangladesh Chhatra Jubo Oikya
Parishad led the procession.

BPUP leaders said that they
carried more than 100 images of
Durga from Dhakeswari Mandir to
Waisghat passing through the
streets of Topkhana Road, GPO,
Gulistan, Nawabpur, Victoria Park
and Islampur.

This year pujas fell in the month
of Ramadan and were observed
peacefully throughout the country.

About SCBA conditions,

Mahbubur Rahman, a senior
lawyer and member of the pro-
government lawyers' platform,

told The Daily Star that they would
not comply with the SCBA's deci-
sion about the presence of the
new judges at the function.

"The Supreme Court Bar
Association has no right to dictate
us in such way," he added.

Buriganga
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the house of Khandaker Mahbub
Uddin Ahmed, the local lawmaker,
on October 2.

The dredger was supposed to
dredge areas adjacent to the brick
kilns to ease the river flow near
Basila, but it removed a very small
portion of the dyke at the western
side of the kilns, locals said.

The other objective of the dredg-
ing was that the motor boats would
ply by the western side of the brick
kilns to help ease the river flow near
Basila.

"But the engine boats are still
randomly plying on the Buriganga
near Basila, adding to the river
current which is devouring houses,"
said alocal resident.

During its stay on the river for at
least 11 days, the dredger seemed
to dredge only a few hours, locals
alleged.

Besides, BIWTA dumped some
sandbags on the very surface of
the riverbank that in fact made no
effect in protecting Basila, they
said.

Refuting the allegations, BIWTA
Chairman Dr M Reaz H Khondoker
said,"We tried our best and can do
nothing until the river dries."

There are also legal complica-
tions in removing the brick kilns as it
was built on the khas land. And it is
concerned more with the district
administration, the BIWTA chairman
said.

Meanwhile, more than 400
erosion victims are now living a
miserable life.

"We have no other land to build a
house, and now we are bound to live
like refugees," said Shohura
Begum, 40, who lost her house and
is now living with seven other family
members at the houses of relatives
and neighbours.

BNP, Dal men

held on
charges

of extortion

UNB, Bagerhat

Police yesterday arrested district
BNP leader Manzur Morshed
Swapan and Jubo Dal leader
Sheikh Shajahan Shova on charges
of extortion and giving shelter to
underground operatives.

Police said a special team
nabbed the two leaders in front of
Chitalmari Police Station at about
4:00pm.

Manzur is also organising secre-
tary of Khulna Divisional
Jatiyatabadi Samajik Sangskritik
Sangstha and leader of South
Bengal Bus Owners Association.

Low gas supply
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per cylinder against the previous
price of Tk 350. Demand for LPG
has also increased during Ramadan
due to acute shortage and high price
of firewood.

Production of NGL has fallen
drastically in the recent months due
to the sealing of Kailashtila Gas
Well-I that went dry last year while
production in another well also
decreased, a senior official said.
And there is no scope to increase
production unless the proposed
drilling of two more wells begins,
which will take time, he added.

Supply of LPG to dealers of
greater Sylhet region was reduced
to one-third in the last few months,
said an official. He also admit-
ted commotion among dealers
due to the fall in supply while the
demand was rising.

About one third of the total pro-
duction of LPG is supplied in bulk to
private companies and the rest to
dealers in Sylhet region through
Padma, Meghna and Jamuna,
violating the decision taken at a joint
meeting of officials and dealers,
sources said.

A number of petroleum traders
alleged that taking advantage of
less production of LPG by the
RPGCL, a section of officials were
not supplying the sanctioned quan-
tity of LPG to dealers in Sylhet
region in violation of an agreement
signed in presence of officials of the
district administration, the BPC and
oil companies two years ago.

Cops foil attempt to
killing in Khulna

Outlaw dies in shootout

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

An outlaw of Purbo Banglar
Communist Party's (PBCP)
Janajuddha faction died in a
shootout, as police foiled their
attempt to kill two ward commis-
sioners and a journalist and bomb
different shopping centres Friday.

Acting on a tip off, a joint team
from Khulna Metropolitan Police
(KMP) and district police raided
Premkanan area in Khalishpur
Friday afternoon. As the team sur-
rounded the outlaws, the PBCP men
opened fire on police, who retaliated.

Ringleader of the PBCP group
Shahadat died on the spot, while
six others evaded police net.

"We had prior information about
PBCP's mission to kill two ward
commissioners and a senior jour-
nalist of the district," said KMP
Assistant Commissioner Anis
Ahmed.

"Reliable informers also told us
the outlaws had planned to carry
out bomb attacks on Gallamari
police outpost and a shoe shop at
Dakbungalow Square," he said.
The PBCP wanted to create panic
and disrupt law and order in the
district, the AC added.

Rail links
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derailed bogies atabout 1:00pm.

Trains bound for Dhaka from
Chittagong and Sylhet remained
stranded at Methikanda station and
Chittagong and Sylhet bound trains
from Dhaka at Narsingdi station for
long, causing sufferings to the
passengers.

Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of police Abdul Aziz Sarker
yesterday said they had informa-
tion some PBCP outlaws entered
the city on a deadly mission.

However, the DIG and the AC
did not reveal the names of the
ward commissioners and the
senior journalist.

Police have meanwhile beefed
up security measures in the city
following information about arrival
of two PBCP groups from Jessore
and Chuadanga.

The forces are on high alert
and keeping watch on all strategic
points in the city, said acting
Police Commissioner Shaikh
Sajjad Ali.

Tigers Kkill 2

fishermen in
Sundarbans

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Two fishermen were killed by two
Royal Bengal Tigers in Alor Kole
area on Natikata Canal in the
Sundarbans Friday.

The victims are Narayan
Chandra Biswas, 30, of Sree Manta
Kati village and Razab Ali, 38, of
Kanaidia village in Shyamnagar.

Police said up to 12 fishermen
went to fish in the Sundarbans
Thursday. Two Royal Bengal Tigers
swooped on them Friday morning
and dragged them into the deep
forest.

Fellow fishermen later recovered
their bodies yesterday afternoon.

AL to turn
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that the session would be a brief
one. The opposition lawmakers,
however, are determined to stage
the protest in whatever form it
takes.

Leader of the Opposition in
parliament Sheikh Hasina has
directed her deputies to stage
vigorous protest in parliament
against the government for its
‘failure' to contain price hike of
essentials and law and order
downslide, sources said.

The Awami League (AL) law-
makers are already submitting
notices to the Parliament
Secretariat demanding discus-
sion on different issues as the
party had decided to join the
session.

The opposition lawmakers said
they will also register their protest
over the government's failure to
nab the culprits in the August 21
grenade attacks on AL rally. They
will also condemn the government
for 'manoeuvring' the judgment in
the historic Jail Killing Case.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdul Hamid said,"We
will demand discussion on some
crucial issues at the Business
Advisory Committee meeting. But
we are not sure whether the ruling
party will respond positive to our
demand."

The AL will also demand dis-
cussion on the attempt on life of

up heat

the Leader of the Opposition on
August 21, said Hamid while
talking to The Daily Star yester-
day.

Hamid said the party would set
strategy for the session at its
parliamentary party meeting,
which is likely to be held on
October 28, before the session
begins.

The second largest opposition
party, Jatiya Party (Ershad) will
also demand holding discussion
on differentissues.

"We are submitting notices
demanding discussion on price
hike of essentials, law and order
downslide," JP lawmaker GM
Quader yesterday told The Daily
Star.

The current parliament held
only one discussion (in 2002) on
law and order, though the opposi-
tion lawmakers had submitted
more than 500 notices demanding
discussion in this regard.

IMPORTANT BILLS

The law, justice and parliamentary
affairs ministry is drafting a bill to
amend the definition of contempt
of court, sources said.

Besides, the bills on Bank
Company (amendment) Act,
Registration (amendment) Act,
Transfer of Property (amend-
ment) Act, Limitation (amend-
ment) Act, Penal Code (amend-
ment) are likely to be passed.

Powerful quake
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In nearby Ojiya, a 55-year-old man
died after concrete blocks fell on him
following the earthquake and broke
his neck, said Sadao Maruyama, an
official at Uonuma Hospital in Ojiya.

"Some 30 others were also
injured, but their conditions were not
so serious,” he told AFP by tele-
phone.

In Tokamachi also near Ojiya, a
34-year-old man was killed when a
restaurant wall cascaded down on
him, an official at Tokamachi
Hospital said.

"Five people were seriously
injured while some 40 others suf-

N borders
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Dengapara villages about 1 km off the
borders of Dianjpur, Panchagarh,
Thakurgaon, Lalmonirhat, Kurigram
and Joypurhat districts to be pushed in
Bangladesh.

The BSF under sector no. 32 tried
to forcefully push eight Indian citizens
into Bangladesh near the demarcation
pillar no. 292 at Kantibhita, and
another group of 25 Indian citizens
near the demarcation pillar no. 293 at
Dhantola in Thakurgaon district in
early hours of last Friday, said BDR
sources and eyewitnesses. In another
attempt the BSF tried to push in 50
Bangla-speaking people into
Bangladesh through Baliadangi
frontier, according to UNB.

However, the BDR, with the help
of villagers, foiled all the attempts of
the BSF and pushed those Indians
back to India again.

Aflag meeting between the BDR
and the BSF at company com-
mander level was held at
Dengapara of India at 4pm yester-
day to defuse the tensions.

fered minor injuries. The hospital is
full of people -- the injured and their
families. It's a little chaotic," he said.

A 90-year-old man and a 65-
year-old woman died at hospitals in
Nagaoka and Ojiya and the deaths
were attributed by the Japan
Broadcasting Corp. to quake-
related shock.

The train incident did not resultin
any injury among some 150 passen-
gers on board, rail operator JR East
Japan said.

"The train is not overturned but it
is tilting," a JR official said, adding
that the first and last cars of the 10-
coach train derailed.

Twin blasts
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pressure on Blair's government shortly
afteritagreedtoa US requestto transfer
850 British soldiers from southern Iraq
to the Baghdad area to free American
forces for new offensives against
insurgents.

In other developments yesterday: A
roadside bomb detonated near a US
military patrol along the highway leading
to the Baghdad airport, wounding six
soldiers, the US military said. None of
the wounds were life-threatening.

Gunmen opened fire on a convoy of
Turkish trucks in Mosul, killing two
drivers a Turk and a Yugoslav and
wounding two others, hospital and
police officials said. The attack occurred
aboutnooninthe centerof the city.

Earlier nine insurgents were killed
and three wounded in a gun battle
Friday between US and Iraqi forces and
rebels in the town of Buhruz, northeast
of Baghdad, said the US military.
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