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Female garment workers
not safe on city street

FatzuL A TANIM

Terdou51 a young garment
worker walks almost two kilo-
metres every day to her work-
place in Mirpur, On her way she
faces harassment and teasing by
local goons almost daily. But she
has to endure all to continue her
job.

"l must work for living," said
Ferdousi who is the bread eamer
of her family. "I cannot afford
even the cheapest transport
service -- bus-- as my salary is
only Tk 875 per month. I have to
go to factory and return home on
footinthisinsecuresituation.”

While Ferdousi and her co-
workers walk home every day in
the evening, they are subject to
teasing. A few policemen patrol
the streets but they never come to
help the victims. "They are busy
collecting tolls from hawkers and
vendors," alleged Ferdousi,

Another garment worker,
Rahela, 20, was abducted when
returning home from factory at
Savaron August22. She was taped
and critically injured by miscre-
ants in a jungle near Mir
Mosharaf Hossain Hall of
Jahangiragar University, After
fighting for life for over 30 days,
she died at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital on September

These are just few cases of 80
percent women workers of the
garment industry that employs
about 20 lakh workers, mostly
women. The rape and killing of

_ﬁahela wortigd: almost all gar-
sient workers of around 1,800 ta,

2,000 factories in Dhaka city.
Female workers of Gulshan
and Banani-based garmentfacto-
ries alleged theyare teased on the
way in the Badda area. They are

sometimesrobbed of.

"Muggers often swoop on us
on our salary days. Many of us
have fallen victims to the mug-
gers on way home in the evening
after drawing monthly salary,"
said Aminawho works in afactory
inthe Gulshanarea.

Most of these workers said
they feel insecure when returning
home. "The killing of Rahela has
increased our fear," said another
worker. "But what can we do?
Who will arrange regular and safe
transport for us?”

The garment workers agree
that it is difficult for factory man-
agement to arrange transport for
s0 many workers. "But they can
make some safety arrangements
atleaston pay day to save us from
muggers," said afemale worker.

Another problem is that most
of the garment workers live in
such places where there isno bus
service, Some workers can reach
the nearest bus stand but poor
salaries force them to go on foot,
as they cannotafford bus fares,

"Although the standard rate of
wage is Tk 930 per month, most
workers allege their salary are
below that figure," said Nazma
Akter, general secretary of
Bangladesh Independent
Garment Workers Union
Federation (BIGUF).

Alauddin Ahmed, manager
administration of Alpine Group,
which owns several factories,

said: "We always try to help our

workers. If any worker lets us
know about mugging or harass-

.ment, by, miscreants, we, report
*, theseincidents to thepolice.”

Shahana Begum who works in
a factory in Tejgaon said the area
has become quite unsafe for
women to getabout after8:00pm.
"The administration of our

:wfrha lo ng. Iawn, garden a nd rouws of] faun tains to rfwsau:h and emz

Garment workers stream home on foot late in the evening after a hard day's work unsure if they would reach their destinations safely.

factory, after the Rahela incident,
decided not to let us go home at
night.We stay on factory premises
through the night and we are
permitted to leave at 6:00apas |

‘when it is safe to travel, This step™

indeed is appreciable," voiced

Shahana.
When asked, a Bangladesh

Garment Manufacturers &
Exporters Association official

(BGMEA) said "Itis not possible for
garment factory owners to enstire
the security of female workers
oulsidcdlcfactoryprenﬂses
i(1But some can pravide franss

port, setiup-hostels for-female-
workers or let them leave by 5:00
pm on pay day," said Rafiqul
Islam, senior deputy secretary of
BGMEA adding that the biggest
problemissocial insecurity,

An official of a non-
governmental organisation,
Karmajibi Nari said: "A new
labour code is being formulated.
We are_trying to convince the

authorities, to include undérite’

new regulation the safety of
female workers outside factory
premises."

"Social safety must be
improved. Local political leaders

back most goons who tease gar-
ment workers on the streets, They
should: ask their boys to stop
teasing girls," said another union
leader.

‘BIGUF and Kutma;ibi Nari'get -

atleast two complaints on harass-
ment each week, 95 percent of
these are related to teasing or
mugging while five percent are
sexual harassment.

»

Ramna park will once again be a children's playground and recre-
ational spot for city dwellers, with the completion of the unguing

renovations.

New security arrangement at

Ramna Park attracts visitors

SYED TASHFIN CHOWDHURY

Ramna Park, one of the oldest
parks of the city, has been experi-
encing a high inflow of visitors
since deployment of a private
security force in the park this
month.

The authorities undertook the
step to ensure security of the
park-goers by preventing the
disturbing elements like drug
peddlers and sex workers from
wanderingaround the park.

The lush green park, set up in
1955 at the city centre, is also
undergoing renovations as partof
the capital's beautification ahead
of the upcoming Saarc (South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation) Summit slated for
January.

"We are trying to keep the park

free from the disturbing elements

. and the common problems that

they used to create regularly
before," said Priyonath Sen, a
guard of Providence Security,
patrolling near Kakrail Mosque
gate of the park.

The private security force
begantheiroperationsinthepark
from October 1. The guards work
24-hours a days in three shifts --
seven in each shift. Six of them
stand guard at six of the park's
eight gates while the seventh
guard patrolsthe vicinity.

An officer-in-charge of the
security company supervises the
guards sitting at the base, which
happens to be the centre point of
thepark:

The park is open from 6 in the
morning until 10 at night.
Loiterers and miscreants used to

roam in the park all the way, and
some of these people have been
living inside the park for the last
five to six years, according to
sources,

They said members of the
Ansar, who previously engaged in
providing security for the park-
goers, used to collect regular toll
from the tea-vendors, flower
sellers, sex-workers, drug addicts,
streeturchinsandso on.

"The park was infamous forits
darkness, as the light-bulbs of the
lamp posts were regularly stolen
by thieves,” said another guard.
"Due to the darkness the place
became a safe haven for muggers
aswell," headded,

Most of the walls of the park
and some fences have broken
downovertime, |

Also the umbrellas and

benches of the park, and swings
and slippers of the children's
playgroundiinside it, need urgent
repair.

After deployment of the secu-
rity force, the park's environment
has changed a lot and their 1ole
has been highly appreciated by
nature-lovers.

"I have recently stopped com-
ing to the park due to its deterio-
rating environment, " said Ronny,
a jogger. "Butnow the park's envi-
ronment seems to be improving
and'I would like to visit the place
againforregularjogging."

The renovation work of the
park will be completed by the
next two months, official sources
said. "The parkisbeingrenovated
at a special order from the Prime
Minister's Office,” said an official
of PublicWorks Department.

WASA plans big

THE PROPOSED BUDGETS

KAUSAR ISLAM AYON

Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (WASA)
requires Tk. 454 crore to initiate a
post-flood reconstruction and
rehabilitation project.

WASA has already placed two
alternative budgets of Tk. 454
crore and Tk. 397 crore to the
government for the project.

ANM Aktar Hossain, manag-
ing director of WASA informed
that they want to reconstruct the
total system under this project.

"We need 454 crore Taka for
complete reforms and if the
donors come forward, we can do
it. But if they do not respond,
then the government might not
provide such a big amountin this
fiscal year. That is why we have

Budget 17K 454 crore

Budget 2 - Tk 397 crore

placed the alternative budget
with priority given on repairs,”
said Hossain.

"Very little repair was done
after the flood of 1998 and fol-
lowing the recent flood, water
logging in the city has worsened.
Ifwe donotdo something imme-
diately, it would become a mas-
sive problem soon," Hossain

STAR GRAFHICS

added.

The managing director also
pointed out that the existing
wastewater treatment facilities
that have been jammed, should
be cleaned as soon as possible
and that is why they were giving
extra emphasis on the drainage
system,

"A project for improving the

drainage system will start under
Japanese financial assistance. In
case we have to complete the
project with the government's
money, wewill spend onlyTk. 100
crore foremergency repairs while
the Japanese project will take
care oftherest."

He also informed that WASA
had already started some recon-
struction and development
work with its own resources and
haped the project will be
launched by this December. It is
expected to take over ayearto be
completed.

"In the past WASA's mainte-
nance of its systems had been
poor and because of that, recon-
ditioning of the WASA facilities
will be a time-consuming job,"
said Hossain.

This file photo
shows com-
muters wad-
ing through
knee-tdeep
water along
with the over-
flowing sew-
age in
Motijheel,
logged with
the recent
downpour.
The DCC does
not have funds
to repair the
broken drain-
age system.
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