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. NoMore War, Make a Groen World
| Ardist: Mohammed Younus

I Venue: Gallery Dhrupad, House # 36,

‘Road#5, Block# G, Banani

: 'ﬂme. October 14-24 from, 10am to

‘Ii'ﬂa Appoinl.rrmnmﬂo-‘i

Arﬂsts* ‘Hamiduzzaman Khan, Abdus
" Shakur, Ranjit Das, [ffat ara Dewan, vy

Zaman. Rashid  Amin, Javed Jali,
Amh.ulChandraMajumdar T
- Venue: Shﬂpangan Roads Hause25
Dhanrnundl ik
| | Time: | October: 15—25 from ‘!Bamfic
..1pmand5pmto9pm

Title: Saree’ Eﬂﬂbrﬂon
| Designer: Nahlda Sharmeen

: Venue: Chlt.'aneer, Gallery Chit.rak,
i Road 4, House 21, Dhanmondi. -
Time; C}dobems 25 frarr. 1Bamto
i!pm hesnan

| Title: E'Jen the Walls Have Ears_

| Artist: Tayeba Begum Lipi
| Vanue: Allance Frama;se“iﬁ erpuf
| Road}Dhanmondi - e

 Time: October 21:31, from Spm1to.
- ﬁﬁﬂpm 7.

I'?He. Emtmn of 12 CoMamparsry
Ymngmm _

| Organiser: Nadim's Culturel Educa:
| tion Development Organization

E Venue: Russian Cullural Centre,

! Huuseﬁ!ﬂ Road 7, Dhanmondi
| Time:: Odubef 10-20, !lam A1am to
Bpm

Apphq ue Exhlbitlon
| 'ﬂ‘ﬂa‘Smﬁu A
I Artist: Saheli
{* Venue: Drik Gallery, House # 58, Road
f #15A ] Dhanmondi ;

* Time: October 17:24 from 11:30am to
I B:iOpm :

Drama
'ﬂ'ﬁn B-nuhasmnﬂ

{ Gmup.Udicml T

: Venue: Mah]aShamh!Audslc-m.'m
' Time:Oclober18/al7pm

3 'Most of all it is birds
| that inspire me'

Hashem Khan elaborates on his works

Fayza HJ-\Q

ASHEM Khan is the head :
of the Oriental Depart-

ment, Dhaka University.

- Some decades back, sitting in the

Department of Fine Arts, he talked
articulately on subjects such as his
background, sources of inspira-
tion, work, style and subjects.
Asked to comment on the
nostalgic element in his works,
paintings and collages, hesaid that
the kites, boats, flowers and grass
are anintegral part of his art

His fairly recent solo exhibition
at the National Museum and
Shilpangan centred on these
subjects along with his latter day
works on the freedom fight. He not
only uses collage, water-colour
and oil, but goes in for mixed
mediatoo,

'l have recurrent memories of
Chandpur, and these form the
basis of my best known work," he
said. Hashem's childhood was
spent in the villages along the
banks of the Meghna and Dakatia.
The colonial rulers sailed these
rivers and these bear a history
which goes back to centuries. It is
on this aspect that he stresses,

Hashemis a firm believer in the
dictum 'Life is a journey’, He loves
to dwell on minute details and--
like most of our major artistes--
always harks back to our rich
cultural past. In his work, he
focuses on the vast green fields,
the idyllic flora and fauna. Other
sources of inspiration are the
farmers and boatmen, along with
the village maidens. 'Most of all it
is birds that inspire me,’ he said.
He recalls freeing pet birds so that
they could soar into the sky: This
was even in the face of opposition
from his childhood friends who

Hashem Khan's works hark back to our rich cultural past

goaded him tokeep themin cages.

Some of Hashem Khan's works
try to capture the bird's eye view of
our countryside. As he says,' The
countryside can be seen in the
eyes of the birds that soar and glide
over thenumerousvillages.' Heisa
proponent of the view that birds
should live in the rural areas, even

though there is not necessarily a
logic behind this "beliel, Much
later, as a student of Fine Arts, he
wentinto experiments of the bird's
eye view, as he felt that the entire
world could beseenin a bird's eye.
As he flew kites at his childhood,
and in hislater years, when he met
and read Shahid Ali's Jibailer

Dana: about a child sending
messages 1o angel Gabriel about
his secret sorrows, he continued in
his pursuit for preserving that
subjectin repeated artworks.
Asked if his works may be
classified as impressionistic,
despite the breaking of images and
simplifying of the basic images
(important factors that belong to
the modern period in art history),
Hashem agreed thal this writer's
opinionwas correct. At present, he
said, he is also doing abstracts,
serious assailsin abstract forms, as
seen in his last two solos at the
National Museum and
Shilpangan. 'What 1 do depends
on my mood; I chose my styles
accordingly. 1 work in a single
room in my house, which is
converted into a studio, listening
to Uchangasangeet and
Rabindrasangeet. 1 do not plan
ahead necessarily and work with
various paintings which 1 put
beforemeonthefloororthe easel.'
Dwelling on his overseasstint as
a student in Shantiniketan, and
later in places like Germany and
Czechoslovakia, Hashem Khan
said that the one 1o one relation-
ships, the exchange of ideas and
views that ensued, were enriching,
_Asked about the phenomenon

* of lobbying in the Department of

Fine Art, Hashem admitted that
this is prevalent. However, he felt
that the prime responsibility of
current day students of art was to
promote art in Bangladesh.

To his credit, Hashem Khan has
held numerous exhibitions both
joint and solo, a1 home and
abroad. He occupies the ranks of
the truly talented artists of our
country.

Dali-Disney film gets New York premiere

M)

A narmow-walsted, emerald-eyed brunerte 1ijs
through a desert full of melting clocks and
wacky perspectives, looking for her lover. Giant
telephones levitate. Bicyclists with bread loafl

helmets pedal by.

No, it's not a delusion - it's Destino, a film by
Salvador Dali andWall Disney. Only six minutes
long, the fantastical jewel packs enough
symbols to keep art historians and psycholo-

gists busy foryears.

Begun in 1946 but shelved because of
financial difficulties, the film was [inally
E, Disney, Disncy's
nephew and son of Walt Disney Co.'s co-
founder. It is showing for the first time in New
York City as the centerpiece of a new exhibit at

completed in 2003 by Rov

Animazing Gallery.

The honour surely would have delighted the
exhibitionist Dali, who is getting another dose .
of fame during the Year of Dali 2004, an array of
exhibits and events celebrating the 100th
anniversary of the surrealist artist's birth on

May 11,1904,

His collaboration with Walt Disney puzzles

planned,

$45,000.

some, but the two had great respect for each

other, with Dali describing Disney asone of the
three great American surrealists; Disney's

Dali'sartisticvision.

An image from Destino, the collaboration
between SalvaMali and Walt Disney

imaginative freedom of animation mirrors

« Forida.

Destino gamered a 2003 Academy Award
nomination for best short film. Rendered with
2lst-ventury technolagy, tha resull may be
better than any film its creators could have
made. A documentary DVD about Destino is

Also on display at Animazing are 150 pieces
of animation art from the 1920s through the
mid-1950s -- Disney's Golden Years --
by company artists Harrison and Peter
Ellenshaw and one of Dali's ink drawings from
Destino. According to Animazing director Heidi
Leigh, it's the first of Dali's story boards from
the film to be shown or offered for sale in the
United States, and has an estimated value of

paintings

'The vintage work is a very sophisticated
partof Americanaart,’ Leigh said. "These pieces
could casily go into amuseum show -- acouple
of themhave.'

Still, the star of the show is Destino, which
appears at Animazing Gallery through
Saturday, The film is also part of "Dali & Mass
Culture," showing through January 30 at The
Salvador Dali Museum in St

Petersburg,

The exhibit at Animazing Gallery runs

through November 14 and will not travel,

‘:J/

Grace in motio

n

In conversation with Kathak dancer Tahnina

SABIRA MANIR

Tahnina Islam Jhumi, a Kathak dancer, tooklessons at the’
Sangeet Bhaban when she was mercly cight. The year was
1984. "Although my family had no cultural background, 1
was highly encouraged by them,' recalls Jhumi.

After finishing an eight year diploma course in dance
from Sangeet Bhaban, Jhumi chose Kathak as her
medium, She says 'Iwas trained in both Kathak and Bharat
Natyam at Sangeet Bhaban but I chose the Kathak for its
colourful presentation and style. Besides this, 1 was
inspired by my teacher ShibliMohammad.'

Jhumi first performed in 1991 at Shilpakala Academy.
She gave many solo performances, arranged by organisa-
tions like Sangeet Bhaban, Nrittanchal and Dibbya. She
also worked as dance director. Her notable directorial
ventures are Tasher Desh and  Chitrangada which wore
staged on the birth anniversary of the renowned Tagore
singer Kalim Sharafi.

The talented danseuse Jhumi is an enlisted performer
of BTV and other channels. She has also visited countries
like India, St Lanka and Iraq. '"We were appreciated
tremendously for our colourful performances,” says
Jhumi,

Jhumi has done a workshop with famous Kathak
dancer and director Birju Maharaj. "It has been a great
experience to work with the living legend and know about
Kathak from him,' says Jhumi. She also attended another
workshop with Indian Kathak dancer Prarona Srimali,

Talking about the dance environment in Bangladesh,
Jhumi says, “The environment is no doubt brighter than
before. The positive thing is that nowadays boys are
developing aninterestin dancing. However, the media has
to promote and extend support (o this art form.'

A dance teacher of Sunnydale School, Jhumi hopes to
expand her knowledge of Kathak.' Iwantto dosomething
new,' she says. Besides this, Jhumi has plans to undertake
newventures in dancewith children.

There are problems that have to be contended with. As

A colourful presentation by Tahnina

Jhumi says,’ Here the dancers ofien lack unity. If we
worked jointly, this art form would achieve greater
heights.’

CAMPUS CHRONICLES

Three-day drama

EMRAN HOSSAIN EMON,
JU Correspondent

The Jahangimagar Theatre (JT), a
leading theatre group of
Jahangirnagar University (JU),
recently held a three-day long drama
festival titled 'Freshers reception
drama festival-2004' on the campus.

'Sumi was supposed to be present
in this festival, our function is for
Sumi,' with this slogan the
programme began by observing a
minute's silence in honour of Sumi, a
fresher of Philosophy who died in a
recent tragic road accident, Though
the programme was scheduled to be
held at Muktamancha (amphithe-
aler), the organisers were compelled
to shift the programme due to
incessant rain.

The highlights of the festival were
drama Narak Guizar, staged by
Drishapotand George Dandiya from
JT , a member of the Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation, The

festival ended with the staging of
Bibartan, a sireet play staged by the
Center for Asian Theatre, Written by

festival at JU

A view of a play at the JU campus

Saidus Saqglain and directed by Monir
Ahmad Shakil, the drama is a satire
onendangered human rights.

| Young talents
off to India

Al theinitiative of peoples Little Theatre
Association Pubali Shanksktik Goshthi
(PSG), Feni, isnow in India to take part
in Indian Theatre Olympiad 2004 at
Urisya, says a press release. In the five-
day long drama Olympiad that started
from October 12, PSG will stage Ekhono
Emon written by Shihabuddin Emon
and directed by Pintu' Shaha. Com- .
prising eighteen representatives, Pubali
is the only group from Bangladesh that
has been invited by the Olympiad
authority.
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