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The future story-tellers

Nido-Shaptahik 2000 Story Writing
Competition award ceremony

NOVERA DEEPITA

ASAN s a poor village boy
who loves ice cream but
cannat afford it. Once

when his pal Abul wanis (o treat
him ice crearm, he gets truly over-
whelmed by the offer. Abul gives
him money to bring twoice creams, '
forthem. On theway back to Abul,
theice creams get melted and Abul
refuses to take them. He tells
Hasan to give him back the moncey.
But Hasan has nemoney atall. He
starts to weep. Learning the whole
story Kamol, another friend of
Hasan, pays it back 1o Abul for
Hasan. .

This is the story eight-year-old
Oishik Rahman wrote for the
Nido-Shaptahik 2000 story writ-
ing competition and won the
special prize in Group'A. With a
juvenile smile Oishik said, 1 like
ice-cream too but doctor has
forbidden it. Ice cream is full of
artificial colour, flavour and
preservatives, he says.'

The prize distribution
programme of the competition,
tagged Galpo Lekho Galpo Jeto

Prize-winning child-writers with the judges

{wrile story, win story), took place
at the Shishu Academy audilo-
rium on October 14. It was a
cheerful gathering of children
literally from all social milicus:
schools and madrassas of differ-
ent districts across the country; a
few ethnic children were also
there from the hilly areas. The
children were jovial and very
disciplined and well mannered.
The organisers were anxious

that due to natural calamity they
would get fewer stories than
expected. The enthusiasm of
children, however, was even morc
than that of the previous years:
4463 children from all over the
country had sent stories for the
compétition jointly organised by
Nestle and Shaprahik 2000 for the
fourth time,

Sanjana Sanam Mormi and
Atashi Amin Anannya got the first

prizes in group A and B. The 20
winners from the two groups were
awarded books, crest, certificate,
DVD player, binocular, digital
dictionary, Discman elc. Another
100 children received special
prizes like books and certificates.
The twenly stories that won the
first ten places from each group
will be published in the Eid-ul-
Fitr special issue of the Shaprahik
2000 this year,

Among the judges of the com-
petition, editor of the weekly,
Shahadat Chowdhury, Poet Abu
Kaiser, children's author Amirul
Islam and writer Sujan Barua
handed over the prizes to the
children. Representatives ol
Nestle Bangladesh Ltd. Ashrafl Bin
Taz; Aftabuzzaman, Zulfikar
Hossain, Naquib Khan and
Nuzhat Yusuf were also present
on the occasion.

Wakil's stirring cosmopolitan vision

Fayza HAQ

One has marvelled at the imagination, concept
and dedication of Wakilur Rahman since the
early 80s, when he had held his surrealistic
exhibition at the Goethe Institut, Since then,
one has marvelled at his dexterity and drive
since his student days in China, and later,
Germany -- where he is now settled and work-
ing as a senior artist and teacher of definite
repute, One had admired his more recent arl
works 4t Chitrak, and again at the Goethe
Institut. His departure to the abstract of the
post-modern period is definitely intriguing and
overwhelming. He feels that the impact of
experiences thatisleft at the back of one's mind
is gentle, fragmented and not always
discernable, His works also reflect hopes and

was more academic and confined. His sotirce of
inspiration were seniors like Chandra Shekhor
Dey, Alok Roy and Hashi Chakrabarti. There
were others like Torun Ghosh and Deepa Hag
who were four years senior 1o him, Having tete-
a-tetes with them helped Wakil tremendously,
as he puts it. Shahid Kabir, in particular,
inspired him themost.

Asked to dwell on his departure from sym-

bols of the 80s, which was somewhat compre-
hensive to the average artlover, to the pale gray,
umber and beige flecks, dashes and dots, Wakil
explains the change in time and place which
induced these dramatic focal shilts in style.
When in Beijing in 1983, on a scholarship, he
was exposed to a completely different aestheti-
cism. Later, when he was exposed 'to Berlin, he
saw for himself the art pieces which he had
catlier known only in books and in c¢lass-room
lectures. He also had repartee with the contem-
porary western artists. Consequently, further
changes cameintohiswork.

The later simplification in Wakil's art had
come with exposure to contemporary Chinese,
Japanese and Korean aesthetics and philosp-
phy, with theirmodern complexities of city life.
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Dance Like a Man
Ano_ushka Shankar makes waves

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delli

Nearly hall a century it was the father
who first came to be associated with a

“film by setting the music of maestro

Satyajit Ray's epoch-making cclluloid
recreation Patlier Panchali, Now, it is
the turn of the daughter to do so by
appearingon the bigscreen.

Yes, we are talking about sitar mae-
stro Pandit Ravi Shankar's 23-year-old
daughter Anoushka Shankar who
made her debut in national award
winning film Dance Like A Man,
directed by Pamela Rooks, |

Adjudged recently the best English
film of 2003, it was released across
India on October 1 drawing rave
Teview,

Darnce Like A Man, based on a play
by Bangalore-based writer Mahesh
Dattani, is the story of a danseuse
couple Ratna and, Jairaj, The plot

. traces their daughter's initiation and
rise in the classical dance form of
Bharat Natyam. It also brings in her
fiancé. The individual ambitions and
jealousies of the characters and the
resultant conlflict in the family form
thecentral storyline,

There were two challenges
Anoushka faced in essaying herrolein
Dance Like A Man: first, it was a totally
new medium for her and secondly she
had therole of a dancer. Not that she is
new to dance. Having learnt to dance
at the age of nine, she had, however,
givenitupsincelong,

‘l had to 1ake training in Bharat
Natyam for six months before appear-
ing before the camera,’ said Anoushka
whois among the Time magazine's 20
‘Asian Heroes'underthe ageof40.

Anoushka said when Dance Like A
Man was shot in Bangalore one-and-
a-half years ago, she was quite excited
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Anoushka Shankar with Samir Soni in D

about the project. But much of it has
been tempered now and she is devot-
ing time for her fourth music album.
Music, she made it clear, is always her
toppriority.

The biggest compliment Anoushka
has received is from another maestro
musician Amjad Ali Khan who says
‘Anoushka is the future of Indian
classical music. Her beauty, prodi-
gious talent and impeccable pedigree
have made her a concert-hall favour-
iteintheWest, according to Khan.

Dancing in films, she said, is quite
different from acting in them, Com-
municating your emotions through
dancein films can be daunting, added
the actress who won the besl actress
forherrolein Mirn My Friendin 2002,

Shobhana, as Rooks admitted, was
nother first choice for therole of Ratma
as the director had wanted Bollywood

ance Like a Man

superstar Madhuri Dixit for it. But
Madhuri being on the family way at
the time of shooling, Rooks' inability
to wait for more time and the direc-
lor's appreciation of Shobhana's
acting in Mittr; My Friend prompled
thechoice of Shobhana.

Rooks said there are no explicit
dance scenesin Dance Like A Man and
the film explores the human relation-
ships in the backdrop of individual
ambitions and jealousies.

Rooks' previous feature film was
Train to Pakistan, based on eminent
writer Khushwant Singh's novel on the
theme of Partition. She said her next
venture toois going to be an historical
drama.

Although Dance Like A Man is in
English, Rooks is optimistic that it will
reach out to a wide audience because
Englishis thelinguafranca inIndia.

City colleges celebrate autumn

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Clear sky and the Kash flower (white
flower of a grass species) on the banks
of a calm river in autumn has influ-
enced many poets and lyricists. That
is whyithasbecomeatradilioninour
country to celebrate the season
through several cultural events.

Dhaka Residential Model College
(DRMC) arranged a three-day long
inter-college cultural meet leaturing
debate and quiz competitions from
October8to11.

Anumberofleading collegesolthe ;

capital like Dhaka Residential Model
College, Dhaka College, Notre Dame
College, Vigarunnesa College and
others took part in the event which
was inaugurated by professor ABM
Abdul Mannan Mia, Principal of
DRMC.

Professor Manna said, "We have

Participants in a debate competition

tion for the last couple of years to
celebrate - autumn. Through this
cultural competition the students of

curricularactivities.

Acclaimed  dramatist behm Al
Deen distributed prizes among the

i

Since then he has been endeavouring 1o bring different colleges of the city get winners on the closing day of the

aspirationina lurnu]tm)us, urban existence in
Berlin,

Once a part of the Shomoy group, accessing
the socio-political scene has always been at the
back of his mind, as he executed his work. He
haslittle time for the outdated concept of 'Art
for art's sake' which has been for long, a hang-
up of some of even our senior artists, until the
21" century. Here is a driven and experienced
artist, who assimilates the wealth of informa-
tion and finesse of fine arts around him, and
lalks freely ata Dhanmondiresidence

As astudent of Fine Arts Dept. of DU, he had
the experience of sharing thoughts and ideas
with fellow students, teachers and passing
intellectuals. There were ideological differ-
ences in the concept of art and scattered politi-
cal disturbances. The education at that time

An art-work of Wakilur Rahman

in simplification and elegance in both his work
and lifestyle. He does not make any comment
butcreates an atmosphere that will provoke the
onlooker to think about the subject and its
ambiance, B

Al Goethe Institut, in 2000 and Chitrak, in
2003, Wakil worked with not only his subject
and style, but also the gallery space. In the
latter, he presented six graphics in front of a
chair; so that the viewer had to concentrate on
the subject -- taking a long, hard look at an art
piece despite the feverish harum-scarum,
urban existence, "My works are all social com-
menls, Wakil explains. 'What one finds in them
are samples of textures and colours, This is, as |
said, 1o compel one to think, I wish'to present
only different views to coax viewers 1o cmp 10
think.'
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