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Toils and travails of
shoal dwellers

A prize—winning documentary of Dill-Reaz focuses on poverty

FAYZA HAQ

HAHEEN Dill-Reaz, who

presented his ORB docu-

mentary prize-winning film
at the Goethe Institut recently,
speaking on his film, Sand and
Water (or Jibon Joley Biley), said
that it is about the perseverance,
travails and toils of the shoal
dwellers along the River Jamuna.
This nostalgic film is inspired by
myths and prejudices that prevail
along the mainland and the shoal.
The purpose of the film, Dill-Reaz
said, was to eventually discover his
own identity: he was motivated to
making the documentary by
witnessing the unflagging struggle
of sand-bank dwellers. He said
that the storyline consisted of the
repeated destruction of the shoal,
which was washed out by the
constant lashing of the wild
Jamuna. These places, the director
and cinematographer says, were
once termed the ‘deadly paradise’
for they contained untold happi-
ness amidst constant danger of the
wild waterway.

Dill-Reaz said that thé people
he focused on were very co-
operative, He elaborated that the
NGO Jamuna Char Development
Project (JCDP) gave the necessary
logistic support. He said that the
documentary was based on his
teacher's work in Berlin and that a
German NGO worker, Hanna
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Asked to give details of the
participants of the film, Dill-Reaz
explained that the people focused
on were from Gabshara Union,
situated between Bhuapoor and
Sirajganj, in the middle of the
Jamuna river bed. These include
farmers who try to eke out a living

cultivate inwinter. When evil times
fall on the residents of the shoal,
they take to fishing, even though it
is not their profession. These
people, Dill-Reaz said, are here

live hand to mouth and day by day.

the film Sand and Water

were supplied from

feature film.

monsoon season and

gone tomorrow: they

Taking on how he went into
filmmaking, Dill-Reaz said that he
transferred his earlier passion for
filmmaking into his present pro-
fession. He elaborated that he did
not differentiate between fealure
and documentary film: his film
Sand and Water, he insisted could
be seen as both a feature and film
and documentary., His future
endeavour, he added, will be a

Naming: the individuals who
had inspired him, the filmmaker
and cinemalographer said that
this included individuals from the
fields ofliterature and fine arts like
Jibonananda Das, Jamini Ral and
Akhtaruzzman. He added that he
got his encouragement from
teachers and friends at home and

overseas. Asked to comment on
filmmakers from Bangladesh like
Manzar-e-Haseen, Tanvir
Mukammal and Morshed he said
thathe admired them enormously.

Giving his comment on the
essentials of a)good documentary,
Dill-Reaz said that like all creative
work they must contain passion
andhonesty.

Explaining the ORB documen-
tary, he said that itis a yearly inter-
national award for filmmakers in
which 200 films participate, and
that his Sand and Water got a first
prize in this competition in 2002.
The other prizes won by the film
include three other first and Spe-
cial Awards from Barcelona, Tel
Avivand Kathmandu,

HARUN UR RASHID

Nadim's Cultural Education Development
Organisation (CEDO) is holding its 5th
endeavour in promoting young artists of the
country, Organised at: the Russian Cultural
Centre in Dhanmondi, the display presents the

works of 10 young painters, some working [ree-
lance while most are still students, along with the
artworks of two senior artists, Alokesh Ghosh and
sculptor Ferdousi Priyobhashini.

Inaugurated by the Ambassador of the Rus-
sian Lederation 10 Bangladesh, Oleg S Malginov,

“the opening ceremony was attended by

renowned ‘artists Rafiqun Nabi, Nasrin Begum
and sculptor Hamiduzzaiman Khan.

The exhibits include mostly watercolour and
oil paintings as well as a few acrylic works and

* stoneware items. The glass paintings of Farhana

Rahman Shawpna are, however, a new item at
the exhibition since the medium is not very
familiar in the country. Shawpna's works basi-
cally depict graphical illusiration-type works.
Artistic works would have more fitted the exhibi-
tion.

Mustafa Zaman's mixed media works like the
work Existence project his characteristic obses-
sionwith the physical aspects of human beings.

Farida Yesmin's acrylic works reflect the
characteristics of her recent experimentation
also seen in her ongoing solo exhibition at the
Zainul Gallery. Her Storm-Tossed depicts the
restlessness of the mind through the arbitrary
use of deep colours like blue and red with thick
brush strokes.

Mohammad Mahadi Masud's stoneware

1 pieces are eye-catching. The works of Tasnuva

Rahman and Dilshad Pathan have the dreamy
effect created in well-controlled watercolour.
Other participants of the exhibition are Shama
Shaiom, Tahmina Hafiz, Shantana Mannan and

A celebration of colour

Desire by Tasnuva R Rushna

Sadia Hussain Ether.

Established in 1990, CEDO has been arranging
such exhibitions since 2002 in order to bring the
young painters to the notice of 1overs and critics
of art. Kamrul Islam Nadim, founder of CEDD,

‘participated in the previous four exhibitions,

The displayruns until October 20,

A MUSICAL EVENING i

Khalid Husain's solo recital
at Nazrul Institute

. CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

'Kazi Nazrul 1slam wrote about 30 to
35 genres of songs. From classical
songstofolk, Islamicto spiritual, and
peoples’ song to modern songs: he
touched almost all the fields of
Bangla song. So, it is not easy for one
to render all types of Nazrul songs
Pwithout proper skills and merits.'
« This is how eminent Nazrul singer
Khalid Husain explained the prowess
_of different singers in performing
- Nazrul's songs, He was giving a solo
. recital at Nazrul Institute, Monday
last. The programme was the third
- session of the endeavour taken by the
institute to stage solo recitals by
eminentartistes,

Khalid Husain performed a num-
ber of songs like Tumi onek dile
khoda, Keubhole na, Oi ghar bholano
shurey, Eakhi jol mochho priya, Adho
adlio bol, Amare chokher isharay and
Ashiley bhanga gharey. With occa-
sional interludes of analysis of songs
and interesting information regard-
ing Nazrul songs, he entertained the
packed audience. He also shared
some of his interesting experiences
by which he was moved in different
periods of hislife.

'Dhananjoy Bhattyacharya was
my idol in rity childhood. When in
Kolkata 1 was truly eager to get alook
at him at least for once,' recalled
Khalid Husain. ' I'knew thatif I'could
manage 1o go inside the radio studio,

1 could meet my idol. There I met
Dhananjoy Bhattyacharya, who
asked me about my whereabouts,’
said Khaled.

Later, Khalid met legendary art-
istes like Jaganmoy Mitra, Hemanta
Mukhopadhyay, Surchitra Mitra, Salil
Chowdhury, Utpala Sen, Kamol
Dasgupta, Satinath Bandyopadhyay
and Chinmony Chattapadhyay in his
house,

Khaled has been performing
Nazrul songs for thelast four decades
instageand broadcast media. Hehas
dedicated himselfto thespread of the
original tunes and creativity of the
world of Nazrul songs.

Golden Nest Cultural Reporter S Award 2003

Bangladesh Cultural Reporters'
Association and Golden Nest Hgld-
ings Limited jointly gave away the
Golden Nest Cultural Reporters'
Award 2003 recently at Sonargaon
Hotel. Film, television and music
were the three major categories of
theawards, says a pressrelease./

Feature film Hason Raja of Chashi
Nazrul Islam won eight awards,
including best director, best actor,
best script, best editing and best
choreography while actor-turhed-
director Moushumi's Knkhono Megh
Kakhono Brishti won seven awards
including best film and best story.

In the TV category Lobh was
selected the best drama. Mahfuz
Ahmed won best actor for Digontey
Digholi'and young actress Chandni
was awarded the best actress for the
play Cherag. Model Nobel once
again secured the best model award
for the RC Cola commercial while
Tisha won the women model cate-
gory for the CityCell ad.

In ‘the telefilm category, Uttar
Purush was chosen as the best pro-

ATM Shamsuzzaman receives award for best supporting actor in film
Andhokar from Mamtazuddin Ahmed; Mamtazuddin also won award for best

dialogue for film Hason Raja

duction, Actor Tauquir Ahmed won
two awards for the best script and
best actor for the same' telefilm.

Drama serial .Ekannoborti; Ronger

Manush and Mukhosh won most
awardsin the dramaserial catégory.

Dolly Shayantoni and Asif won
the best singer awards while Ayub
Bachchu retained his award for the
best band performance.

Apart from this, there were critic
awardsand jury awards,

Contemporary Belgian cinema

Zahir Raihan Film Society screens Six recent Belgian filims
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The history of Belgian cinema is
almost as old as the history of cinema
itself. It started back in 1896, a year
after cinema had been invented by
the Lumiere Brothers in France in
1895 (and almost simultaneously in
Germany by the Skladanovski
Brothers).

Since then Belgian cinema has
come a long way. Zahir Raihan Film
Society, in association with the
Alliance Francaise of Dhaka, screens
six recent films made by
Francophone Belgian filmmakers till
13th October. The film enthusiasts of
the city had the rare opportunity to
view some of the landmark films of
contemporary Belgian cinema.

Contemporary Belgian cinema is
characterised by a division between
several linguistic, communal and
cultural perspectives and traditions,
which has a profound impact on it.
The Belgian 'split screen' consists of
three major factors, each deter-
mined by the 'tripartite paradigm’ of

Rosetta

political, cultural, and economic
forces.

Contemporary Belgian films have |

gained enough popularity, critical
acclaim, and awards abroad; Among
the two linguistic divisions (French
and Dutch/Flemish), the
Francophone-Belgian cinema is
dominant and prominent. However,

the Dutch/Flemish:lahguage Bél:-
gian cinema just falls short. Among.
the renowned contemporary
Francophone-Belgian  filmmakers
Jean-Pierre and Luc Dardenne,
Chantal Akerman, Gerard Corbiau,
Jaco van Dormael, Frederic
Fonteyne, Remy Belvaux and Lucas
Belvaux are considered most tal-
ented,

This special session of contempo-
rary Belgian films consists of My Life
in Pink by Alain Berliner, The Eighth
Day by Jaco van Dormael, Farinelli
by Gerard Corbiau, and e Promise,
Rosetta and The Son, all three by
Jean-Pierre Dardenne and Luc
Dardenne. Recent Belgian films are
favourite in the international Festi-
val circuits, especially at- Cannes
Film' Festival. Rosetta won the
'Golden Palm' and Best Actress
Award in 1999, The Eightli Day won
the Best Actors Award in 1996, The
Son also won the Best Actor Award,
in 2002. My Life in Pink won the
Galden Globe Award for Best For-
eign Language Film,

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am,12;10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) al3:00 pm. 10:00 pra.
Late Nigh!t News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9;00am.
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) &t T:00 am.10:00am.
1 2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

A pm.

| Telecast of BTV. Naws (Bangla and
| English) at11:30 pm.

Lates! News (Bangla) al 8:00 a.m,10:00

am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.

4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.

12:00 am.6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

Mews (Bangta) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00

pm.7:30 pm. 10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla end

English) a11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA

NewsHeadines{Bangia) & 5:30 pm. 7:30

P
Tara News (Banala) &l 8:30 pm. 11:30
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Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.
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Khowab
OnATN Banglaat8:30pm
Drama Serial

Cast; Tania Ahmed, Azizul Hakim, Mim, Nargis

On Star Movies at 8:55pm

Genre; Sci-Fi/ Adventure/Action
Cast: Ewan McGregor, Natalie Portman

Star Wars:Attack of the Clones




