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One thlrd workforce find no work, thelr
number rlsmg Dby the year

MONJUR MAHMUD

An unbridled rise in joblessness is
stoking up frustration among the
youths, besides snowballing crimes,
Experis estimate at least one-third
of the country's population is either
unemployed of underemployed and
their numbers are growing by the
year at a breakneck pace, as there is
but little opportunity for creating
newjobs.

Last year, the country's popula-
tion stood at about 13.81 crore, of
which 6.83 crore constituted' its
labour force. Experts reckon some
2.72 crore members of that force
were -either jobless or underem-
ployed. There was another greal
mass of 3.50 icrore economically
inactive people comprised of siu-
dents, retired and- income recipi-
ents, beggars and the multitudes
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PM asks
opposition
again to shun
‘conspiracy’
BSS, Rajshalhi

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day made a fresh call on the main

opposition party to work together’

with the government for people's
welfare, discarding the politics of
conspiracy anddestruction.

"Letus work together to take the
country forward. People will give
their verdict in due time," she said
while addressing a public meeting at
TanorinRajshahi,

The prime minister rejecmd the
opposition's demand for resigna-
tioh' of the government and said:
"Peup]e have given us the mandate

‘torule {he countryfor five years. So,

g: quiestion of quittingoffice before
cuhapleﬂml af our terure does

"notarise.”

. She said as the opposition party
has losl popular support it is tr}ﬂng
to g6 1o power with foreign assns-
tance.

"Fomignm. can only play wmh_.

iar
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No joint move to
check mllltancy
in region

Former caretaker govt chief observes'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former chief advisor of caretaker
government Latifur Rahman yester-
day said there are 'no cohesive or
coordinated efforts! by govern-
ments in the region to ensure reli-
gious tolerance and deal with any
formofmilitancy.

At the moment, we do not see
any cohesive or coordinated effort
on the part of governments: of the

(Tegion to come to an accord to
- ensure religious.tolerance and deal

with any militancy with a common
objective,” said Latifur Rahman as
chiefguest at the concluding session

of a seminar on Religious Militancy - .
and Security in South Ama held'in

thecapital.
The four-day seminarwas jointly

organised by Bangladesh Institute of

International and Strategic Studies
(Biiss) and the French and German
embassicsinDliaka

Latifur, also a former chief jus-
tice, said, "Religion and violence do
not go together." Religious fanati-
cism largely causes religious: mili-
tancy because fanatics do not
understand the true spirit of their
faiths, headded.

Countrieslike Bangladesh, Nepal
and Sri Lanka have not yet devel-

opedadequately strong insttutions, .|/

and ‘they must maintain religious
harmony and tolerance in the inter-
est of internal and collective secu-
rity, Latifur said:

Marking poverty as another
reason for the rise in militancy, he
said poverty alleviation is impera-
tive todace the challenge, " Butitis
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AL working out
caretaker govt
reforms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main nppmllmﬂ Awargn Leapue
(AL) is working out'sbme, mfmns of
the caretaker gcvemme-nt system to

. ensure neutmhty of the interim goy-

ernment’in conducting the next;
general elections slated for early 2007,

Central leaders of the party
yesterday at ameeting discussed the
matter and observed the 2001 care-
taker government had failed to hold

a neutral election because of Some

loophales in the system, which
neededtoberemoved. %

"This is still at the initial srage...
we have just observed that reforms
of the existing system s necessary,”
said AL general secretary Abdul Jalil
emerging from a meeting of Awami
League U.nlral Wurkmg Oommlllee
(ALCWC),

; Chﬂmng the first. AICW‘C meets o
ing alfter the Angubl 21" grenada }i

attack onan AL rallyin Dhaka, party4-
chief ShelkhH asma hél' party
leaders and ‘activists 10| Jldy a more

active _role in. strengthening the
ousl gnv{'mmcmmnvement
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Ratan Tata flies in
today with $2b
investment plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

India's Tata Group Chairman Ratan
N Tata flies in Dhaka today to push
through his conglomerate's $2
billion investrhéent plan in
— Bangladesh, which is likely 1o shore

up foreign direct investment flow.
Accompanied by chief executive
officers of the Group's steel, power
and chemical segments and other
high officials, 68-year-old Tata
touches down in his personal jet at
Zia International Airport at

11:00am.

The high-profile two-day wisit
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Ratan N Tata

9am-3pm office
in Ramadan

BSS, Dhaka

The cabinet on Monday night
approved a proposal for new office
timing during Ramadan for the
offices of government, semi-
government and autonomous
bodies.

The offices of government, $emi-

government and autonomous’

bodies will remain open from

4| 8:00am to 3:00pm from Saturday fo

Wednesday with a 15-minule break
from 1:16prm. to- 180pm for Zohr
prayers. On Thursdays, the offices

Wil femain open from' 9:00am to

- 2:00pm,

But banks, post offices, tele-
phone, railway, hospitals, state-
owned industries, factories and
other organisations whose services
are essential will follow their own
timing considering the publicinter-
est, saidan officialhandout.
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Rush of ﬂqe---desﬁér‘éie

As food becomes scarce and jobs

even more, people from.the
north spill out to cmféS‘ o

STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

Drivén by a severe joblessness and
want of food coupled with skyrock-

‘eting prices of essentials, the
-extreme poor:have started rushing:
Jintocities lm:tudmg lhe capital from
the northern region affected by an

early monga (near famine situa-
tion).

Themonga usua]ly prevailsinthe
north from mid October to early
December but this year a month-
long flooding forced the destitute
people of eight northern districts to
go to Dhaka and other major cities
earlierin search of work:

"l had to leave my village,

beca.use we have no wcrk, 1o fcnod
there," said Abdur Rahim, 40, who
came to the capital from Kurigram
last week. The poor day-labourer
also came to Dhaka in October last
year during the famine like situa-
llUﬂ

in his area’ are either starving or
living on asingle meal a day. Most of
them want go to big cities but il is
difficult for the penniless people to
manage even the bus fam theyneed,
headded.

Ashkan Mian, 42, who came from
Rangpur last week, had to'sell a tree
at his homestead to manage travel
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Rahimsaidthe nwuga h it people |

Captaln Stephen Flemlng. mlddie,leads the pack of New Zealand cricketers on arrival at Zia International Airport
“yesterday. Tha Kiwisare.on alnur—waak tour toBa ngladesh with the first Test hegmnlng ln Dhaka on October19.
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