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SM Sultan's works transcend

national boundaries

AFSAR AHMED

M Sultan's works transcend

national boundaries. Today

his works are exhibited in
London's Leicester Gallery along
with paintings of Picasso, Matisse
and Salvador Dali and in many
famous galleries around the world.
Likewise, his paintings won
acclaim in American, British,
French and other foreign maga-
zines and journals. However, there
are still several untold aneedotes
on this enigmatic artist.

Enam Ahmed Chowdhury, the
lone speaker, dwelt on some inter-
esting facets of the legendary Sul-
tan, on the occasion of his 10th
death anniversary on October 10, at
the Shilpakala Academy. The
programme was presided over by
Ahmed Nazir, DG Shilpakala Acad-
emy.

.Enam Ahmed Chowdhury in all
praise of SM Sultan

Enam Ahmed' Chowdhury
recalled that he first met SM Sultan
in 1954, Enam said, "Sultan was a
magnificent conversationalist. He
could speak fluent English and his
remarkable Urdu accent, in partic-
ular, attracted many people.' How-
ever, Enam was quite surprised by
Sultan's rich intellectual capability
despite his lack of formal educa-
tion. The late artist had a quick
reply: 'Who said that 1 don't have
any formal education? Rather, I've
had the privilege to leam in the
subcontinent's most famous insti-
tution thatis IhESuhrawardthuse
in Karachi.'

Enam stated that, Sultan had a
great kinship with the Suhrawardy
family, especially with Shahed

Suhrawardy which apparently .
~opened new vistas in learning.

However, his formal education
began at Collegiate School, which

. heleftin1933. ;
On leaving the portals of the -

Calcutta Art School, Sultan
embarked on his journey as a
promising painter under the
patronage of Maharaja of
Kapurthala at Simla, Malik Feroze
Khan Noon at.Lahore and Miss
Fatima Jinnah at Karachi. Going to
Lahore in 1948, he enjoyed the
close friendship of leading artists
like Shaker Ali, Chughtai, Nagi and
Sheikh Ahmad.

* Apart from being a painter,
Sultan played the flute with exper-
tise. For many he was a Baul, a
mystical artist oraverysimpleman
with affection for all livingbeings.

'His yeaming for truth and
beauty crossed the narrow divides
and thus his love for mankind as
well as animals made him a great
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Sultan deeply engrossed in art works

man,'said Enam.

The artist remained single, but
was always intrigued by women. As
he once said to Enam, 'If 1 can't
discover the beauty of women, how
canlbeinspired?'

Sultan lived an individualistic
life. He cared little for the trappings
of money, status orsecurity. Hekept
no track of his paintings, some-
times leaving them unaltended.
He never attached price tags to his

. work, or organised exhibitions

excepl when others persuaded him
to.

He painted his land and his
people from a unique perspective.
In large canvases he depicted the
villagers of Bengal as farmers and
boatmen with bulging knotting
muscles, since they had to survive
centuries of poverly;, oppression
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and natural calamities.

'He also drew many famous
landscapes of Kashmir and rural
Bengal in his earlylife. However, the
mid- 19505 aretreated as the pinna-
cleoftheartist'slife," Enam added.

Sultan established the Fine Art
Institute at Narail in 1969 and
another institute Charupeet at
Jessore in 1973. But he never pre-
served his art works or the words of
praise that he received from the
different artists and eritics around
the world. "The voice of Asia as the
British art magazine described
Sultan; the artworks and the facts
of his life should be immediately
preserved,’ said Enam. 'If the
restoration of his art-works is not
possible; at least we can dwell on
his words-- Spread your love!,
concluded Enam,

' tmecastasan actionhero.
‘Though he owed his fame to it Reeve made
canceﬂadeﬁurtm, ashe nﬂen pu ;
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‘Tazin Ahmed a talented TV and
stage actress, spoke to our cultural
correspondent recently. Here we
share a glimpse of the conversation
with the glamorous Tazin:

Whatareyour latest ventures?

I am the executive producer of the drama serial Ek
akasher Tara which is directed' by Ejaz Munna, my
husband. A bunch of talented newcomers have acted in
thedrama. Tamacting inanother dramaserial, also by
Munna, where play the role of awar child with psycho-
logical problems arising from hersocial status.

Whyare you rarely seen on television?

I started out on my career as an actress in 1996, But 1o be
honest, 1 don't feel comfortable working with just arny-
body. Iam very choosy and selective. And again, because
of the politicisation in the media, I get less opportunity:
Veryrecentlyl liave started towrite plays,

What i you were asked to act in Bangla commercial
films?

I would definitely not accept any proposal right away. I
am afiaid that 'won't be able to follow the style of our
typical commercial films. But if I get an offer from a
Jilmmakerofthealternativegenre, Iwould grabir!
Whatisyourdream role?

I am interested in working with the physically chal-
lenged children. 1 had a chance to act in the role of a
mentally challenged girl in the drama Ansha. The
drama was written and directed by Munna. It was a
dream role for me. Besides, Ivould love to act inany role
based onacharacterof Tagore.

Whatifyouwere given an option to perform with your
favourite actor, whowould thatbe?

.Deepri Navalis alsoone of my favourites.

I truly admire Nasiruddin Shal's personality and his
superl acting prowess. His performance in the Hindi
film Sparsh was outstanding. So I guess it woudd be a
dreamcometrietoactwith the great Shah!
Whatqualities should an actress have?

Sincerityand honesty towardswork are the prerequisites
for a performer. Secondly, it is necessary to put in hard
work.

How old were youwhenyoufirsthad acrush?

That's one thing 1 had kept a secret. It was in 1996. 1
would rather not disclose hisidentity. Fam notsure if it
was loveorinfatuation. Andyes, Iwas really upset when
the charming and papn‘.’ar actor Salman Shah died in
the 1990s.

Whoareyourrolemodels?

Mother Teresa is my role model. She was truly great. As
powerful actors I admire Subarna Mustafa and Gulam
Mustafa. I'have come to this media because of Subarna.

Whatis yourambition?

Ihave always wanted to bean actress, This wasadream-
come-true to me. And I really enjoy the honest and
inspiring reactions of the children who watch my per-
Jformances onscreen. I'consider itabigachievement.
Doyouhaveanysecrettoshare with the readers?
Temperamentally I am cheerful and never express my.
grieftoanyone.

leryonlywhenIam hurt, O.'rfy mymother my husband
andmybest friend have seen mecry.

Whoinspiresyou?

My grandmother was a greal inspiration for me. My
mother; Dilarajolly, hasaliways guided me. My husband
Munna and my best friend Bonya Mirza are also my
inspiration.
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Regional auditions end at Sylhet

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Finally, the last of the Benson & Hedges One &
Only Star search' 2004's regional audition
came to an end in Sylhet, alter successive
auditions in Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi. Held in Moulovibazar for the first
time, the Sylhet auditions generated consider-
able excitement among the music lovers, says
a press release. Moulovibazar was dazzled by
the 12 talented solo performers and three
bands.

The brilliantly lit auditorium was deco-

years' Star Search winners, Each of the talents
gave prompt answers to the judges' questions
alter an exciting and enthusiastic perfor-
mance of two of their songs. They added more
tothe fanfare by performing in their individ-
ual styles. Kumar Biswajit and Partha Barua
were the designated judges. The judges
praised these musical talents and declared

A presentation by ETC Musical Band

ETC Musical Band asthebestband.

The best 15 of the solo performers and bands nationally
selected through the auditions will perform in the final, 1o be
heldin Dhaka.

+ News Bulletin

BTV

News' Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am,12:10 pm, 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) a13:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Lale Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) al 7:15 am, 9:00am.
7:15 pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Talecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pm.,

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) al11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8;00 pm.

ntv

News Headiines (Bangla) al 10;00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10;30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
Engiish) al11:30 pm,

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Bangia) ol 5:30 pm. 7:30

P
Tara News (Bangla) al 8:30 pm. 11:30

pm.
Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm:
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Shonali Danar Chil
OnChanneliat9:35pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Tania Ahmed Tony uayes.Sumaiya Shimu

Demolition Man
OnHBOat9:30pm
Genre: Action/ Adventure

Cast; Sylvester Stallone, Wesely Snipes
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