
Dhaka top

FROM PAGE 13
They were followed by BKSP Shooting 

Club with two gold, two silver and two 

bronzes.
After two disappointing days, hosts 

Gulshan Club finally the target when Asif 

Hossain won the 25m rapid fire pistol 

event scoring 544 points. It was their first 

success in the meet.
Army Shooting Association's Selim 

Azad finished a distant second with 534 

points while the bronze went to Dhaka 

Rifle Club's Haider Ali (510 points).

Team  G S B T
Dahak RC 5 1 1 7
Kushtia RC 3 1 2 6
BKSP 2 2 2 6
Narayanganj RC 1 4 0 5
Army SA 1 2 1 4
Gulshan SC 1 1 2 4
Ansar VDP 0 1 2 3
Chittagong RC 0 1 2 3
Metro SC Ctg 0 0 1 1  

FINAL STANDINGS 

FROM PAGE 13

that he took four wickets in the 
match." 

But Warne, one shy of equalling 
Sri  Lankan spinner Mutt iah 
Muralitharan's Test world record of 
532 scalps, removed Laxman 
cheaply in both innings.

"Warne got the most dangerous 
man we have come across in world 
cricket," Gilchrist said. 

"He got him out twice in this 
game.

"If Warney gets eight wickets in 
this series and that's all Laxman, as 
captain I'll take that."

Indian captain Sourav Ganguly 
was however confident his team 
would come back strongly in the 
series. 

"It is a matter of one good knock 
by the leading batsmen. Their 
records speak for themselves. I 
don't think they have anything to 
prove. 

"Warne has never been a difficult 
bowler to play for Indians. But the 
important thing is that we play all the 
Australian bowlers well." 

Only Rahul Dravid, top-scorer 
with 60 in the second innings, a 
maiden Test half-century by tail-
ender Irfan Pathan (55) and 
Harbhajan Singh with an entertain-
ing 42, showed any decent resis-
tance.

"Some of us got good starts, but 
we failed to convert them," said 
Ganguly. "We need to get our acts 
together and put runs on the board."

Ganguly was hopeful that 
Harbhajan, who took 11 wickets on 
his comeback from a long injury lay-
off, will be even more effective in the 
remaining Tests.

"He has taken 40-odd wickets in 
his last four tests against Australia," 
he said. "Those are huge numbers.

Ganguly was also hopeful that 
Sachin Tendulkar will return from an 
elbow injury for the second starting 
on Thursday.

The Indian batting maestro has 
been sidelined since August.

"We hope he gets fit before the 
next Test. He is going to have a net 
when we reach there."
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RESULTS AT 
A GLANCE

TOP SIX
German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, against, 
points):  
Stuttgart 11 8 3 0 17 2 27 
Leverkusen  10 8 1 1 23 7 25 
Bremen 11 8 1 2 29 15 25 
Munich 11 6 3 2 25 15 21 

AUSTRALIA IN 
INDIA 2004-05
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INDIA 2004-05

AUSTRALIA IN 
INDIA 2004-05

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Class. . . . . . .. Roll No. . . . . . . . 

School Address . . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone: (If any)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. West Indies defeated England 
in the ICC Champions Trophy 
final by:

       2 wkts              50 runs               33 
runs

       

2. Who won the China Open tennis 
title?

      Serena Sharapova      
Hingis

3. How many times was Pavel 
Nedved capped before announ-
cing his retirement?

       83                      84     81

4. Who became man-of-the-
t o u r n a m e n t  i n  t h e  I C C  
Champions Trophy?

 Sarwan            Flintoff           
Lara          

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Oct 15, 2004 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post 
to 

COMPETITION 217
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Gilchrist thrilled 

Sanath keen 
on 
Scottish stint
AFP, Rawalpindi

Hard-hitting Sri Lankan opening 
batsman Sanath Jayasuriya is 
hoping to play for Scotland next 
season. 

"It would be a nice experience if 
the deal comes through because I 
have never played for any English 
club," Jayasuriya said on Saturday. 

Cricket authorities in Scotland, 
which fields a team in the second 
division of English cricket, said they 
were in talks to sign the player for 
the 2005 summer to help them in 
their third season in the league, 
reports said. 

"I have been so busy at the 
international level that despite 
several offers I could not spare time 
to play in England, but let's hope the 
dea l  comes through,"  sa id  
Jayasuriya, one of the top batsmen 
produced by the Pearl Island. 

The 35-year-old has played 330 
one-day internationals and 92 Tests 
for his country and led Sri Lanka 
until last year. 

Another international star India's 
Rahul Dravid was the first interna-
tional player to feature for Scotland 
last year followed by countryman 
Sridharan Sriram, who played this 
season. 

AFP, Rawalpindi

Incessant rains threaten Zimba-
bwe's last chance of finishing the tri-
nation one-day tournament on a 
high note as they square off with 
Asian champions Sri Lanka at Pindi 
Stadium here on Monday. 

An overnight storm waterlogged 
the venue and a forecast for further 
rain threatens no play in Zim-
babwe's last match of the competi-
tion. 

"There are a few things which are 
out of control and weather is one. 
But we are not looking at the match 
as our last chance in the series but 
for us every game is important and 
we must learn," said Zimbabwe 
captain Tatenda Taibu. 

Both teams had indoor workouts 
as rain continued intermittently on 
Sunday. 

Taibu's squad, depleted by the 
absence of 15 senior white players 
who were sacked after a strike in 
April this year, have managed just 

one bonus point from their previous 
three matches. 

They lost the first two matches to 
Pakistan, who have already quali-
fied for October 16 final in Lahore, 
and were routed by Sri Lanka by 
seven wickets on Saturday. 

Sri Lanka, with seven points, 
needs just one point from Monday's 
match and would get three from the 
available six points if the match is 
not completed due to rain. 

"We are moving two steps for-
ward and one backward which is not 
good for us. We showed compla-
cency after being 50-1 in Saturday's 
match," said Taibu, referring to his 
side's meagre 104 which Sri Lanka 
chased comfortably. 

The Zimbabwe captain said he 
would recover in time from a shoul-
der injury he sustained during 
Saturday's match. 

Sri Lanka captain Marvan 
Atapattu said his side will go all out 
despite comfortable win in the last 
match. 

"It was a comfortable win but we 
will treat every game with the same 
intensity level and all the focus is on 
the next game," said Atapattu. 

"Complacency is one thing we 
always guard our team against and 
we have played Zimbabwe more 
than any other team and know they 
can come back at us," said the Sri 
Lanka captain. 

TEAMS 
SRI LANKA (from): Marvan 
Atapattu (capt), Sanath Jayasuriya, 
Kumar Sangakkara, Mahela 
Jayawardene, Tillakaratne Dilshan, 
Saman Jayantha, Avishka Guna-
wardene, Farveez Maharoof, 
Chaminda Vaas, Upul Chandana, 
Nuwan Zoysa, Dilhara Fernando, 
Thil ina Kandamby, Rangana 
Herath, Kaushal Lokuarachchi. 
ZIMBABWE (from): Tatenda Taibu 
(capt), Brendon Taylor, Vusimuzi 
Sibanda, Dion Ebrahim, Mark 
Vermeulen, Stuart Matsikenyeri, 
Alestar Maregwede, Mluleki Nkala, 
E l ton  Ch igumbura ,  Edward  
Rainsford, Tawanda Mupariwa, 
Prosper Utseya, Douglas Hondo, 
Tinashe Panyangara, Alexandar 
Graeme Cremer. 
Umpires: Simon Taufel (Aus), 
Aleem Dar (Pak). 

Rain dampens Zim's chance 

ZCU remains
FROM PAGE 13

"We are very clear and have tried to 
resolve the issues. Players and 
other people had put allegations 
about ZCU being racists but we are 
very clear that it's not the case and 
welcomed the inquiry with open 
minds," said Chingoka. 

The inquiry was suspended last 
week after what one of the two 
members of the panel described as 
"the inflexible attitudes of both 
parties". The panel had to rely on 
written submissions from ZCU 
officials and rebel players. 

"We have always said at all times 
since April that our doors are open 
for the players who want to come 
back. That position has remained 
the same," said the Zimbabwe 
cricket chief. 

"Two dissenting players, Barney 
Rodgers and Gavin Ewing, have 
come back which proves we are 
genuine and sincere about that 
policy itself. 

"No team can afford to lose the 
number of players that we lost but 
the blessing in disguise has been 
that players who would not have 
been in the team for another year or 
two have grabbed the chance." 

Chingoka refused to comment 
on the decision by some England 
players to pull out of next month's 
one day international series in his 
country in protest at rights abuses. 

"It's not my position to comment 
about English players or any other 
countries' players. What we hold is 
that there is an enviable separation 
of the two (sports and politics)," he 
said.

Dissent costs 
Sehwag 
AFP, Bangalore

India's batsman Virender Sehwag 
was on Sunday fined 65 per cent of 
his match fees for misconduct 
during the first Test against 
Australia. 

Sehwag was seen exchanging 
words with umpire Billy Bowden of 
New Zealand and the Australian 
players after being given out leg-
before off Glenn McGrath on 
Saturday. 

International Cricket Council 
(ICC) match referee Ranjan 
Madugalle said Sehwag was 
charged for showing serious dissent 
at the umpires' decision. 

"Sehwag pleaded guilty of the 
charge," Madugalle said in a state-
ment. 

"This offence falls under Level 
Two of the ICC Code of Conduct and 
after due consideration of the evi-
dence, circumstances and the 
player's previous disciplinary 
record, I have fined him 65 per cent 
of his fees." 

Sehwag will lose approximately 
2,500 dollars because of the inci-
dent. 

The batsman was unlucky to be 
given out as television replays 
showed the ball hit the pad off the 
inside edge of the bat. 

Madugalle said Sehwag had 
apologised during the hearing on 
Saturday evening which was also 
attended by Indian captain Sourav 
Ganguly and umpires Bowden and 
Steve Bucknor. 

PHOTO: STAR

Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel's general manager Grant Gaskin (2nd R) addressing a press briefing before an agreement 
signing ceremony between BCB and Sonargaon Hotel yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP 

Fifth seed Jiri Novak of the Czech Republic poses with the trophy after winning the Japan Open tennis final in Tokyo yester-
day. 

Super Schumi 
REUTERS, Suzuka

Ferrari's Michael Schumacher has 
powered to an easy victory in the 
Japanese Grand Prix for his 13th 
win of the season.

The race took place in bright 
sunshine on Sunday after a typhoon 
and tor rent ia l  ra ins  forced 
Saturday's qualifying to be post-
poned until the morning of the race 
for the first time in Formula One 
history.

Schumacher took it all in his 
stride, securing pole position before 
running away with his 83rd career 
win and sixth at Suzuka.

The all-conquering German, who 
had already clinched an unprece-
dented seventh world title in August, 
finished 14 seconds ahead of youn-
ger brother Ralf's Williams after 
slowing down at the end.

"Qualifying pre-determined the 
race I think," said Michael 
Schumacher.

"We had to be flat-out until the 
pit-stops but we have dominated all 
year and I didn't expect anything 
different here. We were superb."

Britain's Jenson Button finished 
third -- his 10th podium of 2004 -- for 
BAR in their 100th race since joining 
Formula One in 1999.

Japanese teammate Takuma 
Sato was fourth as BAR virtually 
secured second place in the con-
structor's standings ahead of 
Renault.

BAR have 116 points to 100 for 
Renault with just the Brazilian 
Grand Prix remaining.

AFP, Tokyo

Fifth seed Jiri Novak came from 
behind to win his first title of the year 
by overpowering American Taylor 
Dent in three sets at the Japan Open 
tennis tournament here Sunday. 

The Czech, who eliminated 
former world number one and 2002 
Wimbledon champion Lleyton 
Hewitt of Australia in the semifinals, 
pulverized Dent's aggressive serve 
and volley game for a 5-7, 6-1, 6-3 
victory. 

"I have five titles in the singles, 
and this is my sixth title, so I'm 
excited and very happy about it," 
said Novak. 

"I think that we just started a little 
bit nervous, both players, because 
we made so many breaks, we were 
losing our service games very often, 
but from the second set I just started 
to play better, my confidence was 
getting a little bit higher, and in the 
second and third sets I was better on 
the court. 

"I felt great during the whole 
week, because I'm still in the dou-
bles final. I beat so many good 

players -- Paradorn Srichaphan (of 
Thailand) in the quarters and in the 
semis Lleyton Hewitt. In the final I 
beat Taylor Dent, so it's a great 
feeling," added the 26-year-old 
Czech. 

Dent hit two double faults twice in 
a row at 15-40 in the first game and 
at a deuce in the seventh, while 
breaking Novak in the second and 
sixth games. 

And it was Novak's turn to double 
fault at 5-6 and 15-40, which handed 
the first set to the American. 

But Novak, who often misfired 
his usually accurate strokes in the 
first set, was a different player for 
the remainder of the match, never 
facing another break point against 
him afterwards. 

He started to trouble Dent with 
low returns and lightning passing 
shots to break the American's serve 
three times to even the contest and 
then hit a sizzling service return 
winner and a couple of passes to 
score the only break in the fourth 
game of the decider. 

"We played a lot of rallies from 
the baseline in the other matches, 
but today, he (Dent) was attacking 
the net so often. It was completely a 
different game," Novak said of his 

first set loss. 
"After the first set, I didn't drop my 

service game and that was the key 
of the match, because I was a little 
bit better from the baseline, I was 
making so many passing shots. I 
was just better on the court." 

It was Novak's first title since 
winning at Gstaad last year, and 
also the first on hard court since hie 
first title at Auckland in 1996. 

And now Novak, 28th in the 
world, looks forward to be back to 
fifth he reached two years ago, 
saying: "I believe this tournament 
helps me to get confidence. I was 
playing great tennis this year but I 
was just missing good results." 

"So I hope that everything going 
to be changed a little bit and I will 
improve my ranking again. Right 
now I'm close to top 20, I just think 
about top 10 again," added Novak, 
showing his winner's ceremony for 
the first time to her wife Katerina. 

Novak, however, felt pains to his 
stomach muscle during the match 
and abandoned the doubles final 
with Petr Pala at 5-1 down to the 
American-Czech duo of Jared 
Palmer and Pavel Vizner. 

Novak dents Dent 

PHOTO: AFP 

Pakistan hockey captain Wasim Ahmed (L) garlands teammate Sohail Abbas on their arrival in Hyderabad on October 9. 

AFP, Tokyo

Asia has fallen in love with 
Wimbledon champion Maria 
Sharapova -- and the feeling is 
mutual. 

The 17-year-old Russian starlet 
left here Sunday with two more WTA 
titles safely packed away in her 
luggage after a successful three-leg 
swing through the Far East which 
won her a new legion of admirers. 

The last of her victories was a 6-
0, 6-1 destruction of American 
Mashona Washington in the Japan 
Open final which attracted 9,288 
spectators despite a howling 
typhoon which battered the region. 

It followed her victory in the 
inaugural Korea Open a week 
earlier, a win watched by around 
8,000 spectators, an unusually 
large audience for tennis in South 
Korea. 

The only blemish was Shara-
pova's defeat to US Open champion 
Svetlana Kuznetsova in the China 
Open semifinals two weeks ago, but 
it has not dampened her fondness 
for playing in Asia. 

"I want to come back," said 
Sharapova when asked about her 
Asian tour. "I just, for some reasons, 
I don't know why, play well and feel 
really good here, and fans are 
amazing." 

"That's the reason why I want to 
come back and always see them 
again and try to play my best, so I 
definitely want to come back." 

Despi te the Japan Open 
women's tournament being a sub-
stantially poorer event in terms of 
prize-money than its men's counter-
part, all the attention last week was 
focused on Sharapova. 

Men's finalist Taylor Dent said he 
was not bothered by being over-
shadowed by Sharapova and the 
women's event. 

"I think the women are great 

assets to men's tennis and tennis in 
general. I think the more attention 
they create the more events we will 
have, so it's vice versa," said the 
American. 

"So if they are getting attention, 
it's great for us, it's great just to be a 
part of that. Hopefully, the matches 
are up to everybody's expectations, 
and we provide good entertainment. 

Sharapova captured her first 
career WTA singles and doubles 
titles a year ago here, and also won 
her first professional title in the ITF 
Circuit series in Gunma, north of 
Tokyo, two years ago. 

The only disappointment for 
Sharapova in Tokyo was that her 
name was not carved on the win-
ner's trophy. 

"By the way, they haven't 
updated this trophy, there's not my 
name on it, the last person is 2001, 
which is (Monica) Seles. We are in 
the 21st century. Come on! three 
years  beh ind , "  compla ined  
Sharapova. 

Asians adore her 

Lindsay wins 
at 
Amelie's cost
AFP, Filderstadt

Lindsay Davenport closed in on 
Amelie Mauresmo's world number 
one ranking Sunday when the top 
seeded Frenchwoman was forced 
to retire injured in the final of the 
650,000-dollar WTA event here. 

Mauresmo withdrew after losing 
the first set 2-6 with a recurring left-
thigh strain, handing a 45th career 
title and a luxury Porsche car to 
second seed Davenport. 

The 25-year-old Frenchwoman 
had assured her world number one 
spot by winning Saturday's semifinals, 
but Davenport is now just 15 points 
behind and could reclaim the spot she 
last held in June 2001 after the Kremlin 
Cup in Moscow next week. 

"I couldn't move so I preferred to 
stop," said Mauresmo. 

"Except for this injury I was 
playing great and really enjoying it. 
It's a bit disappointing because I 
wanted to play a great match with 
Lindsay, but that's the way it is." 

Abahani rule
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(Ajax), Isha (Sonali Bank), Rana 
Das (Farashganj) and Russeluddin 
Bachchu (Usha) but it would be 
difficult for the holders to make up 
for the loss of Tuhin, Rajan, Habul 
and Shishu who all joined the 
Mohammedan on the first day.

Abahani officials are also expect-
ing striker Shamim Reza, winger 
Sheikh Ramiz and midfielder 
Mahbub Ehsan Rana to play for the 
popular Dhanmondi outfit this 
season.

Abahani official and Bangladesh 
Hockey Federation's joint-secretary 
Zahidur Rahman Pushkin said last 
night that they are waiting for the 
federation to lift suspensions on 
Abahani players Shamim and Rana.

"Shamim has already arrived in 
Dhaka from London and Ramiz is 
due any day," informed Pushkin 
adding that the federation will soon 
sit to discuss the bans on Shamim 
and Rana.

Shamim was banned after he 
stayed back in England following 
the national team's World Cup 
qualifying tournament played in 
Scotland while Rana was banned 
for life last year for assaulting an 
umpire.

"We have secured 13 players 
and that is all for this season. We 
hope to have these three players in 
the squad as well as three foreign-
ers," Pushkin told.

The transfers will end today.

Ctg table 
tennis
 CU CORRESPONDENT

The Royal Cement District Table 
Tennis League begins at the CJKS 
gymnasium today. The Chittagong 
Jila Krira Sangstha (CJKS) is organ-
ising the competition.

A total of sixty players including 
10 ladies from 12 clubs, are taking 
part in the open event. CJKS vice-
president AZM Nasiruddin is 
expected to inaugurate the meet in 
the afternoon. 

Women's football
FROM PAGE 13

already qualified for the semis from 
Group A with maximum nine points. 
VDP, who have a match in hand 
against Jessore Education Board, 
looks the likely team to advance into 
the last four from this group. 

The day's matches were shifted 
to the Dhanmondi venue due to a 
dawn-to-dusk hartal. Matches will 
be played at the Bir Shreshtha 
Shaheed Mostafa Kamal Stadium in 
Kamlapur again from today.

Sonargoan Hotel
FROM PAGE 13

provide catering in the hospitality 
boxes, dressing rooms and the 
press box. And this deal will be more 
beneficial for us rather than getting 
cash," said BCB advisor and chair-
man of commercial committee Aziz 
Al Kaiser.

BCB, however, will bear accom-
modation expenses of both teams in 
Chittagong. 

JFA Cup

Rajshahi in 
final round
SPORTS REPORTER

Rajshahi moved into the final round 
of the JFA Cup Under-16 football 
tournament with a 3-1 win over 
hosts Natore in the zonal final 
yesterday.

Enamul put the visitors ahead in 
the first half at the Natore Stadium 
while Palash struck two late goals to 
seal the victory. Nasir scored a 
consolation goal for the home side.


	Page 1

