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Sixteen rock groups come
to the aid of ailing Boyati

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Twasoneofthe biggestand most emotional
I concerts in recent times at Shilpakala

Academy on October 8. Titled Shotto Kaaj-e
Keu Noy Raji, the presentation of 16 bands was
an amalgamation of both the underground and
the mainstream bands, The show was executed
to benefit Abdur Rahman Boyati, a renowned
folkmusician who is a pioneerin his own field. It
was organised by a Website amadergaan.com
designed to unite the Bangla community all over

the world.

A crowd-tumout of almost 700 filled the
auditorium, chanting for their favourites as they
appeared on stage. Metal Maze, Nagorik,
Celcius, Echoes, Birodh, Kronic, Stentorian,
Pentagon, Warfaze, dNA, Aurthohin, Artcell,
Magqsood' O' Dhaka featuring Fakir Alamgir,
Arbovirus, Aashor and finally Black catered toa
wholelot of audiencesto save amusician'slife.

The music ranged from rock, alternative and
heavy metal, to pop and disco element songs, to
suit every taste, and' thus keeping the crowd
energetic and jumping to their favourite tunes.

Iron Maiden and Metallica numbers were cov-

ered at large at the event, along with the bands'

own popularnumbers,

The presence of Abdur Rahman Boyati, in the
arena for quite a long duration, made it a rather
emotional gathering for both the audience and
the performers. As Boyali said, 'Neither the
Government nor any other institution came to
my aid. The musicians and the musical commu-
nity and the organisers mean alot tome. | want
tosingagain and prove that1value them.'

As the convenor of this event, Shipul said,

‘Such a huge participation from the musicians
and amadergan.com is overwhelming. Abdur
Rahman Boyati does mean a lot to the musical
community of Bangladesh. He has made folk
music immensely popular and the fusion of his
- song Monamar deho ghoriwith ourband culture
was actually the first step towards folk music
promotion amongst our generation. Working
togethertohelp such anartisteis anhonour.'

An emotional Abdur Rahman Boyati speaks before the crowd

Indeed, this was one of those rare moments
when the young musical community came
together for a worthy cause. The venue, sound
systemn and lights along with the bands, per-
formed free of cost to hostsuchan event.

Despite the poor sound quality, the concert
was indeed a crowd puller, especially for those
who have followed Rahman Boyali throughout
hismusical career.

The first ever multiplex cinema
theatre now in Dhaka

Grand show opens with the masked marvel

AFSAR AHMED

INALLY, the breathtaking
waiting of the movie freaks
ended as the Show Motion
Limited along with Bashundhara
Group kicked off the journey of the
country's first intemational stan-
dard state-of-the-art multiplex
cinema theatre, Star Cineplex, at
‘the Bashundhara Gity Project by
releasingSpiderman 2.~
October 9 was the official media

launch as well as the public open-
ing of the multiplex theatre com-
plex. A costume-performance of
‘'spidey’ acrobatics captivated the
jovial audience at the opening
ceremony.

Mirka Rahman, Managing
Director of Show Motion Ltd.,
Mostafizur Rahman, BExecutive
Director of Bashundhara Group,
Fazlul Karim, Managing Director
of Discovery Ltd. Panasonic,
Gitanko Datta of Standard Char-

R-L: Mostafizur Rahman, Mirka Rahman, Rabeth Khan, Fazlul Karim and
Gitanko Dattaatthe inaugural ceremony

tered, and Rabeth Khan, Executive
Director of Show Motion Ltd.
spokeontheoccasion.

'This venture secks to bring
back the movie lovers of the coun-
try to the fold. Because of the
dismal condition of the cinema
halls, many of them had unfortu-
nately drifted away,' said Mirka.
'‘Moreover, by showing latest
international blockbusters, we can
change the piracy scenatio of the
country. Also, we hope to boost up
the ailing film industry by promot-
ing promising Bangla filims at this
multiplex,' sheadded.

So what is exactly in this
25,000sq ft multiplex? An excited
Rabeth claims, "The three theatres
have the latest equipment 1o
maximise the audio and visual
entertainment.! Each hall has
sitting arrangements for 262
viewers. 'The digital Christie
Projection System brought directly
from California makes the techni-
cal qualities of our multiplex one
of the best in the continent,'
Rabeth added.

For brilliant soundproofing and
good acoustics, the ceilings of the
halls have glass wool layers. The
Klipsch Speakers, world leaders in
theatre sound systems, will ensure
a more realistic audio experience.
A huge lobby with a 175-foot long
service stall outside the theatre
can easily capture one's attraction.

How long will the city dwellers

have to wait for a new movie? ‘We
have secured rights to all films
released by FOX, UIR Columbia
and Warner Brothers. Initially,
within a month of a movie's
release in India, we will have it on
our screens, Later, however, we will
be having premigre of films on the
same day they are released in
India,'said Rabeth.

Bul the bad news for the Hindi
maovie lovers is that Hindi Glms
have not gol permission for
screening. However, to promote
the country's own film industry,
'we'll definitely show good Bangla
movies like Duratta, Bachelor,
Padma Nodir Majhi and others,’
hesaid.

Although the ticket price is
quitehigh as for English movies--it
varies fromTk 150 to Tk 225 and for
Bangla movies from Tk 90 to Tk
125--Rabeth does not consider il a
high price for the young movie
geeks, 'A survey conducted by
Show Motion reveals that most of
the participants wish to watch two
films aweek,' informed Rabeth. 'In
four weeks' time there will be three
different films in the three thea-
tres.' Titles like 50 First Dates,
Welcome to the Jungle, Collateral,
Bride and Prejudice, Fahrenheit
9/11 and many others are on the
list following Spiderman 2. The
show times are 12.30pm, 530pm
andB8pm.

ERSHAD KAMOL from Chittagong

During the middle stave of the
popular Nazrul song Tepantarer
mathe, Aamar khaoya poaray nai
ruchi, Shimul Yousuff's voice modu-
 lation struck a responsive chord in
the audience present at the Theatre
Institute of Chattagram (T1C) Audi-
~torium/ on October 8. Equally
impressive were her renderings of
songs of Rajanikanta, Tagore and
Lalon. The occasion was the second
day of the ongoing three-day cul-
tural celebration of the newvenue in

" Chittagong.
The second singer of the evening
was Shefali Ghosh, otherwise known
as the 'queen of regional song'. She
was greeted warmly by the audience
who were regaled with averse froma
ritual song, followed by Aamar
Jasimuddin koi, Jodi shundar ekta
mukh paitam, O Manurey, O Shama
Rengume na jaio and Ore natni. Her
wonderful stage performance with
several indigenous instruments was

impressive.

Later, folksinger Abdur Rahim
presented some songs. His wonder-
ful voice modulation in Krishnalila,
Tomaro lagiare bondhu, touched the
hearts of the audience. He then
presented some other folk songs like
Gurit upay balo na and others. Folk

Cultural fiesta at the
Theatre Institute
of Chattagram

Shefali thsh renderlng har pnpu!ar numbers =

artiste Kalpana Lala; the last per-
former, was equally impressive.

Earlier in the programme, Mayor
of Chittagong City Corporation ABM
Mahiuddin Chowdhury presented
crests 1o the artistes. Poet Tridib
Dostidar recited his poem in the
opening session.

.....................................................................

SEMINAR

Crises and Potential of Our Theatre

As part of the ongoing cultural event
in Chittagong, a seminar was held at
the TIC Auditorium on October 8.
Thetopicof the keynote paper of the
seminar was Crises and Potential of
Our Theatre presented by drama
personality Nasiruddin Yousulf, the
of Shammilito
Shankskritik Jote (85]). The seminar
was presided over by Dr. Anupam
Sen. Ahmed 1gbal Haidar, the direc-

president

torof TIC was the moderator,

Nasiruddin Yousulf in his presen-
tation focuses on the political, social
and artistic crises of theatre in Ban-
gladesh. According to him, cultural
activities of our country have often
faced political threats. Yousulf cited
cxamples of the bomb blasts at the
programmes of Chhayanaut, Udichi
and others, Moreover, sometimes the
cultural practitioners get bogged
down by the conservative society, he

noted. But, according 1o Yousuff, the
most important element confronting
theatre is the artistic crisis. So many
years after the British Raj ended, we
are still very much influenced by the
European trend particularly in thea-
tre. Though wehave arich traditionin
Bangladesh, we do not have a unique
theatre form based on our tradition,
pointed out Yousuff. After his speech
several theatrical activists like Lucky
Inam, MSA Chowdhury, Shishir
Datta, Mahbub Hasan and Professor
Chowdhury Zahirul Hague discussed
onYousufl's paper.

The most interesting aspect of the
seminar was the reaction to Yousull's
presentation by Chowdhury Zahirul
Haque, a professor in the Depart-
mentof Fine Arts, Chittagong Univer-
sity. Haque claimed that Yousull's
presentation, while full of ideas, had
limited application. He thinks, while
a few experimental pmductimza can
be staged accorgling tp His view, no.
trend can however be created.

Despite the active participation of
all, the discussants failed to uphold

Nasiruddin Yousuff presenting the keynote paper

another vital theme of the topic--
that of the potential or future of our
theatre.

Malaika: Charlie's new angel

Indian model-turned-actress Malaika
Arora Khan is acting in a Hindi ver-
sion of Charlie’s Angels and she

Known as the original ‘item girl'
(actresses who appear in just one,
usually sizzling, dance sequencesin

playsone of the angels.

A take off on the original Holly-
wood {licks on three crime-fighting
women, the film will go on the

a Bollywood filim), Khan is trying to
break new grounds by doing full-
lengthroles.

Once an extremely successful

floors in February, 'I'play this really
dashing character, and it's great
fun,’ said'Arora. 'l am at a stage in
my career where roles are being
offered to me right, left and centre.
They are really dime a dozen. But
I'm selecting only the ones that

really interest me."

MTV V], she is now concentrating
completely on her acting career.
'‘Being shot next year,' said Arora,
'it's a typical Bollywood film full of
fight, emotion, song and dance.!
She has one more untitled film in
her Kitty. 'l play myselfin a film that is
also being shot next year,' said Arora.
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