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main opposition party. Otherwise 
we could have made more prog-
ress," said Bhuiyan, also minister for 
LGRD and Coooperatives.

On the Jatiya Sangsad, he said 
the AL mostly remained absent from 
the House in the past three years to 
make it ineffective. They sometimes 
joined parliament sessions with the 
'motive of jeopardising the House 
instead of making it effective', he 
added.

The minister said they have it has 
established people's voting right 
through holding of free and fair 
elections at various levels in the last 
three years.

To ensure security, the govern-
ment has introduced speedy trial 
tribunals and laws, and formed 
special forces to enforce laws 
neutrally. This has greatly improved 
law and order, Bhuiyan mentioned.

Criticising today's AL-called 
hartal, the minister said the AL has 
been calling hartals one after another 
without any issue although people no 
longer support shutdowns. 

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed 
said the AL remained absent from 
parliament for 21 months and 
enforced hartals on 37 days in the 
last 36 months.

Quoting former finance minister 
SAMS Kibria of the AL government, 
Moudud said he (Kibria) had said 
one day's hartal caused the nation a 
loss of Tk 386 crore. So, the AL- 
called hartals have already caused 
around Tk 14,000 crore in loss, he 
mentioned.

Health Minister Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain said the alliance 
government has eliminated 'god 
fathers' patronised by he previous 
AL government.

Jamaat Secretary General Ali 
Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid  said  
the coalition government has estab-
lished rule of law and people's 
rights, and greatly decreased 
dependence on foreign aid.

IOJ leader Abdur Rab Yusufi 
asked the AL to stop 'politics of 
bomb explosions' and 'killing of 
innocent people'.

Chaired by city BNP chief and 
Mayor Sadeque Hossain Khoka, the 
rally was also addressed by BNP 
leaders Tariqul Islam, Mirza Abbas, 
Amanullah Aman, Mosaddak Ali 
Falu, Zafrul Hasan, Moazzem 
Hossain Alal, Salahuddin Ahmed 
and Abdus Salam. 

Jamaat leaders Mohammad 
Kamaruzzaman, Abdul Qader 
Mollah and ATM Azharul Islam, BJP 
leaders ABM Golam Mostafa, Saifur 
Rahman and Golam Sarwar Milon, 
and IOJ leaders Ahmed Abdul 
Qader, Junaid Al Habib, Abul 
Kashem and Ezharul  Is lam 
Chowdhury also addressed the 
rally.
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Chhatak upazila headquarters of 
Sunamganj district. Manik's body-
guards Abul Kalam Babul and Arif 
Haider died on the spot while two 
others sustained serious wounds. 

Police and explosive experts of 
the army later recovered 10 live 
home-made bombs and ingredients 
for making bombs from the scene.

Manik, who was not home at the 
time of the explosion, filed a case on 
March 16.

The then officer in charge of 
Chhatak Police Station Abdus 
Salam also filed a case on 26 March 
following reports from the explosive 
experts. 

Later, both the cases were trans-
ferred to the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID). 

Assistant Superintendent of 
Police (CID) Aminul Islam had 
submitted charge sheet accusing 
Muhibur Rahman Manik as the 
principal accused. 

The other accused were Abul 
Lais Chowdhury, Biplab Bhuiyan, 
Billal Ahmed, Zakaria Chowdhury 
and Gopal. 

After submission of the charge 
sheet, police arrested Manik and the 
others except Gopal, who had been 
absconding since the blast.

All the arrestees, however, were 
released after the High Court 
granted them bail. 

In January 2003, the case was 
transferred to the Divisional Speedy 
Trial Tribunal in Sylhet from Senior 
Special Tribunal of Sunamganj that 
had re jected a nara j i  (no-
confidence) petition against the 
charge sheet.

The court recorded as many as 
36 prosecution witnesses and 
argument ended on October 3. 

Manik in his reaction told news-
men that he has been deprived of 
justice and will file an appeal with 
higher court. 

Special Public Prosecutor of the 
Speedy Trial Tribunal Advocate 
Fokhor Uddin Ahmed conducted the 
prosecut ion whi le Advocate 
So leman  Ra ja  Chowdhu ry,  
A d v o c a t e  S h a m s u l  I s l a m  
Chowdhury and Advocate Rajuddin 
stood as the defence. 
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Ex-AL MP Manik jailed 
Kerry 
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margin of error was plus or minus 
four to 4.5 percent. 

Kerry and Bush renewed hostili-
ties over Iraq with the Democrat 
accusing the president of turning his 
campaign into a "weapon of mass 
deception" while the Republican 
said Kerry was dangerously fickle 
on security. 

In front of a television audience 
of tens of millions of Americans, the 
two contenders took questions from 
an audience of 140 voters who said 
they had not settled on a candidate 
with less than a month to go before 
the November 2 election.

In another poll, Democratic 
challenger John Kerry moved into a 
slight one-point lead over President 
Bush in a tight White House race, 
according to a Reuters/Zogby poll 
released yesterday. 

Kerry pulled ahead of Bush 46-
45 percent in the latest three-day 
tracking poll, which concluded 
before the start of Friday night's 
televised debate between the two 
contenders in St. Louis, Missouri. 

(AFP, REUTERS)

Afghan
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an early morning hitch when it 
appeared the ink meant to prevent 
multiple voting could be rubbed out. 

"We want the elections to be re-
held as soon as possible in a fair, 
transparent manner and without 
interference," said Abdul Satar Serat, 
one of the candidates. 

"Any government that comes to 
power as a result of today's election 
has no credibility, no validity and is 
illegitimate for us." 

Election officials nevertheless 
refused to halt the process, which 
appeared to have gone smoothly 
across the rugged Islamic nation 
despite fears that many Afghans 
would be too afraid to participate.   
(AFP, AP, Reuters)
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rally given to it prior to the investiga-
tion," SCBA Secretary Bashir Ahmed 
told a press conference at the associa-
tion bhaban. 

He went on, "On the government 
prescription, the commission chief 
(Justice Joynul Abedin) said BNP, 
Jamaat-e-Islami or any other funda-
mentalist group are not involved in the 
grenade attack. He will have to explain 
to the nation the basis of his giving 
such a certificate."    

The commission chief has con-
fused the nation by making some 
'controversial remarks' in the media 
before making the probe report public, 
Bashir alleged. 

Although the commission men-
tioned that no bullet was shot at AL 
President Sheikh Hasina's bullet-proof 
vehicle, people who saw the vehicle, 
including the Interpol experts, found 
marks of bullet on the vehicle, he said.

The statement of the probe com-
mission chief proved the government 
had formed the body to avoid respon-
sibility for the attempt on life of leader 
of the opposition and killing of a num-
ber of people.  Hurried formation of the 

one-member body with Justice Joynul 
heading it bypassing senior judges of 
the Supreme Court already gave rise 
to questions among people, AL lead-
ers and activists as well as SCBA 
leaders and members, Bashir said. 

Bar rejects judicial

Howard
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booming economy overshadowed 
criticism of his staunch support for 
the US-led war in Iraq. 

Senior officials of the opposition 
Labour Party conceded that 
Howard's Liberal-National coalition 
had retained control of the 150-
member House of Representatives 
in Saturday's vote.

Verdict
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inside Dhaka Central Jail, the judge 
granted the petition for deposition of 
Saifuddin.

Court summoned Saifuddin for 
appearing before it on September 
29, but a bed-ridden Saifuddin, the 
then deputy superintendent of police 
and the second investigation officer 
(IO), failed to turn up. 

The court also issued a warrant of 
arrest against Saifuddin and formed 
a three-member commission to 
assess the 84-year-old's health 
condition, asking it to submit a report 
by yesterday on if he is fit for deposi-
tion.

The commission members after 
visiting Saifuddin's house on October 
5 reported to court that the witness in 
question is physically and mentally 
unfit for a judicial statement. They 
also urged court to consider the 
arrest warrant against Saifuddin as 
not served.

The PP and defence lawyer 
Mukul submitted the report and 
made a brief submission about 
Saifuddin's inability for deposition 
after Judge Motiur Rahman took his 
seat at 10:53am yesterday. 

The PP appealed to court to fix a 
date for the verdict, while Mukul told 
court they do not have any reserva-
tions about court's fixing a fresh date 
for verdict. Mukul also told court to 
summon the case diary of Saifuddin 
and take it into consideration before 
taking a decision in the interest of fair 
trial and justice.

The PP said he would submit the 
case diary to court by yesterday 
afternoon. 

"Finally, we have got a date for 
verdict, now I am happy," said ruling 
BNP lawmaker  KM Obaidur  
Rahman, an accused in the case 
who earlier expressed grievance 
about the deferral and termed it a 
conspiracy, yesterday immediately 
after the judge left court.

Except for accused Nurul Islam 
Monzoor, who is out on bail, four 
other accused on bail and three in jail 
were present in the dock yesterday. 
Monzoor's counsel told court that his 
client is sick.

Administrator
FROM PAGE 12

hindering development were also 
discussed," Natsios added.

He said the US is neutral and will 
not be a party in Bangladesh, add-
ing, "We're in favour of democracy."

US Ambassador in Dhaka Harry 
K Thomas and USAID Country 
Director Gene V George accompa-
nied Natsios, while AL leaders Kazi 
Za fa ru l l ah ,  Sabe r  Hossa in  
Chowdhury and Syed Abul Hossain 
were present.

The AL side told the US delegate 
the government is killing its political 
opponents sensing defeat in the 
next general elections.

"We've discussed the necessity 
of reforms of polling system in 
Bangladesh to ensure free and fair 
balloting," Saber, also Hasina's 
political secretary, told the report-
ers. He, however, did not give 
details about the reforms.

On the US side's concern over 
the August 21 carnage, he said, 
"They want a fair enquiry into the 
incident and assured us of their 
continuing effort to this end."

Khulna
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However, both the editor and the 
outlaw escaped arrest scaling the 
boundary wall at the back of the 
residence sensing presence of Rab 
members.

Rab refused to disclose the 
name of the PBCP outlaw for whose 
capture the raid was conducted 
breaking into the two-storeyed 
strongly fenced palatial building of 
the industrialist editor of Dainik 
Tathya.

According to an employee of 
Islam's firm, members of Rab also 
stormed into his newspaper office 
after ransacking most of the rooms 
of his residence. They seized a 
passport and a telephone index that 
belonged to the editor. A briefcase 
was also taken away by Rab mem-
bers after the raid which lasted 
nearly two hours.

The caretaker of the house, 
however, denied the allegation of 
Rab and described the man accom-
panying the editor to his residence 
before raid as his cousin.

Sheikh Nazrul Islam shifted his 
family in Dhaka early this year 
fearing arrest as police suspected 
him as the mastermind of at least 
three sensational murders.

Baby girl
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we were watching television in the 
evening and asked her to go with 
him," Sajib told the reporters. 

Returning home at around 
10:00pm, Shafiq inquired about his 
daughter and learning that Sharif 
called for her, he went to Sharif's 
house nearby. 

"Finding the house locked, I 
came back and went to bed," Shafiq 
told the newsmen. 

Sharif's wife Jarina, also a per-
former in another troupe, who went 
to perform in another village that 
night, returned home yesterday 
morning and found the slain body on 
the floor. 

Hearing her cries, locals and 
Shafiq rushed to the room and found 
the ravished body of Ankhi there. 
They held Jarina and handed over 
to police. They also recovered a boti 
(a fish knife) from the room. 

The body bore marks of torture 
and the neck was almost detached, 
said a police inquest report. 

"Sharif has raped my daughter 
and slaughtered her later on," said 
Shafiq to the newsmen. 

Police said that the body had 
primary symptoms of rape which 
may be confirmed in the forensic 
report. 

Police sent the body to Midford 
hospital for autopsy.

Shafiq filed a case accusing 
Sharif and Jarina of the incident with 
Shyampur Police Station yesterday 
afternoon. 

Sharif is absconding since Friday 
night.
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Although the government has made a 
number of minor reshuffles in the 
cabinet and changed the portfolios in 
some important ministries like home, 
commerce, environment and informa-
tion, the situation did not improve, the 
insiders said.

Lack of coordination between the 
ministers and state ministers is seri-
ously affecting activities in housing 
and public works, education and 
communications ministries.

Some top-ranking leaders of BNP 
admitted that discords between 
ministers and ministry high officials 
have made the administration slug-
gish. Top bureaucrats were trans-
ferred from one ministry to another 
several times in the wake of such 
conflicts, but to no avail.

Despite repeated demand from 
the party and bureaucracy, the 
Ministry of Establishment is yet to get 
a cabinet minister as the premier 
herself holds the portfolio. Moreover, 
the ministry has long been running 
with acting secretaries. 

There are allegations that the 
ministry runs at the dictate of some 
officials at the Prime Minister's Office, 
including two assistant private secre-
taries to the PM and some mid-
ranking leaders representing an 
alternative power centre within the 
party.

Sources said such political inter-
ference in administration victimised a 
large number of officials in their 
promotion, posting and appointment.

BNP sources said ministers and 
state ministers are busy trying to 
undermine each other's position. It 
appears several state ministers are 
more powerful than their seniors 
because of their strong connection 
with the particular alternative power 
centre. 

Some of the party's top ranking 
leaders associated with BNP since its 
inception are being seriously ignored 

AL hartal
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chief Sheikh Hasina will address an 
assembly of the elite at Pan Pacific 
Sonargaon Hotel at 6:30pm to voice the 
opposition's protests.

Her speech is to "protest the coali-
tion government rule spawning killings, 
rape, extortion, looting, corruption, 
price hike and lack of security and 
demand ouster of the government," 
said an AL press release.

The AL central leaders and lawmak-
ers will stage demonstrations at 22 city 
points during the shutdown from 
6:00am to 6:00pm. The leaders and 
workers of AL's front organisations will 
remain active on the streets, sources 
said.

Hasina announced the hartal from a 
grand rally in Dhaka on October 3. The 
JSD and Janata Party also called the 
hartal from separate rallies in the city.

As many as 7,500 police besides 
paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) 
will be deployed to maintain law and 
order during the hartal hours.

PM asks
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support to the alliance in the national 
elections on October 1, 2001.

Referring to the steps for welfare of 
the people, she said, "We have made 
our economy dynamic by bringing 
back discipline in our socioeconomic 
field in the last three years."

The prime minister claimed that 
law and order improved, dynamism 
was infused in rural life, epoch-
making changes took place in 
educational arena and massive 
successes were achieved in the 
fields of environment and communi-
cations.

She also claimed success in 
healthcare, empowerment of 
women, poverty alleviation, rural 
infrastructure development, ICT 
and tackling floods this year.

Govt limps
as the party high command hardly 
listen to their advice. The high com-
mand depends on a section of junior 
ministers and leaders. 

Even many cabinet ministers' 
position depends on the certificate of 
some state ministers and a section of 
young leaders, insiders said.

A senior minister on condition of 
anonymity said ministers are not 
usually allowed to speak on any issue 
beyond the agenda at the cabinet 
meetings. That is why they could not 
raise vital issues related to public 
concern, he added.

The fight between moderates and 
hardliners is also going on within the party. 

Meantime, resentment continued 
to brew in BNP as the gap between 
the party and the government is 
widening over non-holding of party 
meetings at various tiers for long.

Sources said the BNP leadership 
appears unwilling to convene any 
meeting of the party forums appar-
ently to escape flak from the grass-
roots leaders and activists.

Several policymakers and senior 
leaders put down the frustrations of 
party men to the lack of scope to give 
vent to their grievances, as party 
meetings are not taking place.

They pointed out that most of the 
grassroots leaders and activists have a 
common grievance that only a section of 
opportunist leaders and 'overtly enthusi-
astic newcomers' are busy making 
fortune ignoring the dedicated ones.

Discontent also prevails among 
senior ministers and lawmakers as 
they do not have any scope to speak 
on various issues at party forums. 

A number of BNP leaders and 
lawmakers resented the government 
performance in corruption and price 
hike of essentials, among other 
issues. They said it would be difficult 
to face opposition agitation if the high 
command fails to contain unrest within 
the party.
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to be rated as the most corrupt state for 
the third straight year by Berlin-based 
Transparency International.

The first three years of the coalition 
government have witnessed severe 
lawlessness, bomb blasts and gre-
nade attacks, killings and extortion 
reach a horrifying height.

Citing the upward trend in some 
economic indicators, the finance 
minister claims the economy is on a 
sound footing but people in the middle-
income bracket are feeling the heat of 
higher inflation and cost of living as 
prices of essentials keep spiralling out 
of their easy reach.

The essential price index has gone 
up to 4.84 percent from 1.40 in 2001, 
according to latest statistics of the 
C o n s u m e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Bangladesh. 

It is true that foreign exchange 
reserves have reached a new high and 
remittance and export earnings are 
also on the rise. But it is also equally 
true that the country has lured no 
major foreign investment in the past 
three years.

The rate of jobless people, spe-
cially youths, continued shooting up on 
the closure of many old and big indus-
tries without creation of new employ-
ment. The shutdown rendered thou-
sands of workers without job. There 
has been no instance of setting up any 
major industry, either.

Corruption, which had its roots 
grown during the Awami League (AL) 
regime, continues to pose the biggest 
barrier to attracting foreign invest-
ment. It has now taken on an all-
pervading proportion, as the coalition 
could not make things any better 
despite having seen graft leave its 
preceding regime bruised and bat-
tered.

For the first time, the country has 
seen a foreign ambassador directly 
raising corruption charges against a 
minister. More than three dozens of 
parliamentary sub-committees were 
constituted on corruption, but their 
reports were far from reflecting what 
was really going on. 

And despite all the hullabaloo over 
constitution of an independent 

Chiefs
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August 21 grenade attack. It also 
accused the former general of divulging 
state secrets by disclosing the number of 
grenades possessed by the army. 

The parliamentary body also criti-
cised the former army chief for not joining 
the committee meeting to which he was 
invited to join to clarify his position about 
his remarks. 

In an article, the former chief of staff 
alleged that the grenades used in the 
attack on an opposition rally were similar 
to those used by the army. He also 
accused the army of deliberately deto-
nating four grenades found at the attack 
scene.  

General (rtd) Mustafiz did not join the 
meeting as the committee turned down 
his demands to include in the discussion 
why he cannot enter the cantonment 
despite being a former army chief and 
why he is obstructed from playing golf 
there, obtaining treatment at the military 
hospital and using their banking facilities. 

The committee asked the defence 
ministry to be alert about 'controversies' 
being created regarding the role of army.

It observed that the remarks are a 
tantamount to attacks on the armed 
forces and putting the forces in the dock 
which 'no rational citizen' can do. 

Rejecting the former chief of staff's 
remarks, senior army officials told the 
meeting that the grenades used in the 
August 21 attack were not the same 
types used by the army. 

"After the attack, we checked our 
stock at every cantonment and did not 
find any grenade missing," said meeting 
sources quoting a senior army officer.

The army bought five lakh grenades 
in 1984, half of which have been used 
during training, the meeting was told. The 
grenades used in the attack have specifi-
cations painted on them while those used 
by the army have them embossed. 

Quoting the probe report of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 
officials of the Directorate General of 
Forces Intelligence (DGFI) told the 
meeting that there was no similarity 
between the grenades used in the 
August 21 attack and those seized in the 
country's biggest arms haul in 
Chittagong this year.        

"The grenades used in the August 21 
attack were similar to those hurled in an 
attack on the Indian parliament," meeting 
sources said quoting the DGFI chief. 

In defence of detonating the four 
grenades found on the attack spot, senior 
explosive experts of army told the meet-
ing that they did it in accordance with the 
standard operating procedure of the 
forces. 

"We are satisfied with the explanation 
of the army concerning the allegations 
and the committee resolved that the 
grenades used in the August 21 attack 
cannot belong to the army," committee 
chairman Mahbubur Rahman told 
reporters after the meeting.

Alliance ends 3rd year

BSF dam-cut
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camp in India on Friday evening also 
undertook the problem. 

 BDR sources said the BSF 
authorities denied the cutting of the 
embankment by Indians and 
stepped up their patrol in the areas 
bordering their side. Khulna BDR 
sector's Colonel Ebrahim Zamal 
visited the area to assess the situa-
tion arising from the embankment 
cut.

Meanwhile, flood situation has 
further deteriorated in the Kalaroa, 
Tala, Assassuni and Sadar upazilas 
as surging waters from the Indian 
side and rains, further swelled the 
r i ve rs  Kabodak ,  Be t raba t i ,  
Marichchat and Ichhamati.

A one year old, Nure Alam, died 
in house  which collapsed in a 
flooded village. 
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unless these problems are elimi-
nated economic development is not 
possible.  

"Lack of good governance and 
corruption has meant that our 
(USAID and other development 
partners) assistance is not being 
properly utitlised," the official of 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A g e n c y  f o r  
International Development noted.  

Emerging from the meeting,  
Saifur told reporters, "Problems with 
law and order and corruption cannot 
be eradicated overnight. The govern-
ment is working relentlessly to check 
corruption and terrorism and improve 
law and order. Besides, it has under-
taken effective measures to ensure 
good governance in the country."

"Problems with law and order and 
corruption have always existed and 
as long as society exists these 
problems will be there," Saifur 
added.  "Bomb blasts and corruption 
a re  happen ing  no t  on ly  i n  
Bangladesh but in many other coun-
tries in the world."

Natsios, accompanied by US 
Ambassador Harry K Thomas, led a 
four-member USAID team to the 
meeting with Saifur where they also 
discussed good governance and 
terrorism.

Sources said the investigation 
into the August 21 grenade attack on 
an Awami League (AL) rally and the 
recent spates of bomb and grenade 

Fighting crime
attacks were also discussed in the 
meeting.

"No democratically elected gov-
ernment would ever want to embar-
rass itself by doing such a thing," said 
Saifur on the recent spate of bomb 
and grenade attacks.  "This is perhaps 
an act done out of envy of our eco-
nomic success," he added.

"Good governance, corruption 
and terrorism are related to eco-
nomic development of a country and 
we discussed these issues at the 
meeting," Saifur told reporters.

Natsios, who arrived Friday on a 
four-day visit, will review the devel-
opment programmes being sup-
ported by the USAID. He will also see 
the country's efforts on key develop-
ment issues like food security, pov-
erty alleviation, population growth, 
market economy and governance.
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AL backed SBD had called the 
meeting in support of its 40-point 
demand for the development of 
Chittagong while the four-party 
alliance to celebrate its three years 
in power.

Security was tightened over the 
one kilometre long road between 
Laldighi Maidan and Darul Fazal 
market to avert clashes.

A large number of police in riot 
gear, along with armed police battal-
ion (APBN) members, barricaded 
the Central Shahid Minar at about 
4:20pm yesterday and blocked the 
Laldighi Maidan-bound procession 
of hundreds of SBD supporters, 
mostly AL adherents.

Leaders of SBD including Mayor 
of Chittagong City Corporation 
(CCC) ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury 
were on a makeshift dais on a truck 
accompanying the procession.

Earlier a brief rally was held in 
front of the city AL office premises at 
Darul Fazal Market at 4:10pm.

As the demonstrators attempted 
to break the barricade set up by a 
truck and a van, a heated altercation 
started between them and the police 
officials. City mayor, also the gen-
eral secretary of city unit AL, how-
ever, intervened and calmed down 
the supporters. 

SBD later held two more rallies at 
Shahid Minar and Cinema Palace.

SBD Rally
City Mayor ABM Mohiuddin 

Chowdhury declared a six-day 

Cops bar AL rally
agitation programme at six thanas 
of the city from 10th of Holy 
Ramadan. Besides, he announced 
to arrange joint meeting of all oppo-
sition parties in every ward of the 
city from October 20 to forge greater 
unity against the ruling coalition.
ALLIANCE RALLY
Speakers at the rally organised by 
the Chittagong unit of ruling four-
party alliance, said that when the 
government is going ahead with its 
electoral pledge of eradicating 
terrorism, AL is following the path of 
anarchism.

The speakers called on the 
people of Chittagong to reject ABM 
Mohiuddin Chowdhury in the next 
mayoral election. They accused him 
of not having any concrete plans for 
the development of Chittagong. 

State Minister for Civil Aviation 
and Tourism Mir Md Nasiruddin 
Chowdhury, also the convenor of 
the local four-party alliance, 
described Mohiuddin Chowdhury as 
a sycophant of the AL chief (Sheikh 
Hasina). He said Mohiuddin like his 
leader talks in a language utterly 
devoid of decency.

Chittagong city Jatiya Party 
P r e s i d e n t  J a h a n g i r  A l a m  
Chowdhury,  Jamaat-e-Is lami 
Ameer Moulana Shamsul Islam, 
Islami Oikya Jote leader Moulana 
Abdur Rahim and Shahjahan 
Chowdhury MP also spoke at the 
rally.

Fake voting
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Doshal Government Primary 
School and Kashban Bidyaniketan 
of Barhatta upazila from 11:00am to 
12noon, reports our Netrakona 
correspondent.

BNP activists cast fake votes at 
almost 90 percent centres. 
Presiding officers, on duty magis-
trates and polling officers appar-
ently preferred not to take any action 
against them.

A large number of security forces 
including army, paramil i tary 
Bangladesh Rifles, police and 
Ansars were deployed to maintain 
law and order.

District unit Fair Election 
Monitoring Association (Fema) said 
though voters' turnout was poor, the 
election was held peacefully without 
casting of false votes.

National Election Observation 
Council in its report said a polling 
agent at Kakali Government 
Primary School was seen casting 
false votes. Besides, underage 
voters cast votes at different centres 
taking advantage of poor turnout. 
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adding, from now on censuses will 
be taken regularly.

The United Nations sponsored 
seven-day census at the cost of Tk 
23.04 lakh started on February 26. 
As many as 332 forest department 
officials, experts and NGO workers 
took part.

The press conference revealed 
forest department officials in West 
Bengal conducted such a survey in 
its side in January and found 249 
tigers in the Sundarbans and 25 
more in 24 Parganas.

The mangrove forest is home to 
668 Royal Bengal Tigers, according 
to the census, which was carried out 
jointly to avoid double or under 
counting.

The survey was conducted in 
four ranges in Bangladesh. Khulna 
Range plays host to the highest 147 
tigers, Satkhira Range 112, 
Sarankhola 97 and Chandpai 
Range plays host to 63 of the spe-
cies.

Survey officials traced 1,546 
pug-marks including 34 of cubs and 
manually analysed those. However, 
they were supposed to use special 
software for this purpose.

T h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  
Development Programme (UNDP) 
started the first-ever cross-border 
census for the Bengal Tigers, 60 
pe rcen t  o f  wh ich  roam in  
Bangladesh. 

UNDP Resident Representative 
Jorgen Lissner told reporters at the 
press briefing Bangladesh and India 
have agreed to take cross-border 
measures to solve environment 
problem.

Indian High Commissioner 
Veena Sikri said both the countries 
have  s ta r ted  work  on  the  
Sundarbans in a bid to overcome 

Jt census spots 
any difficulties together.

State Minister for Environment 
J a f r u l  I s l a m  C h o w d h u r y ,  
Environment Secretary Shoeb 
Ahmed and Conservator of Forest 
Department Anawarul Islam, among 
others, were present.

Meanwhile, IUCN, the World 
Conservation Union, has recently in 
its Red Data Book branded the 
Royal Bengal Tiger as "critically 
endangered" species.
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and collected flight records and 
documents related to the landing 
system. 

Meanwhile, Biman pilots joined 
duty yesterday afternoon several 
hours after they had refused to fly 
domestic and regional flights in 
protest against a reported comment 
by state minister for civil aviation on 
Friday's plane crash.

Sources said they called off the 
work stoppage following the minis-
ter's affirmation that he did not put 
blame on pilots for the crash while 
talking to electronic media.

All the domestic flights sched-
uled in the morning were shifted to 
afternoon causing an average delay 
of eight hours in the wake of the 
wildcat strike called by Bangladesh 
Airline Pilots' Association (Bapa).

In a telephonic conversation with 
the media at Biman office in the 
afternoon State Minister Civil 
Av i a t i o n  a n d  To u r i s m  M i r  
Mohammad Nasiruddin, who was in 
Chittagong, retracted his comment 
and urged the pilots to resume 
works.

Nasiruddin said he did not hold 
the pilots responsible for the crash, 
which injured 30 including captain 
and a first officer and a former 
advisor to the caretaker govern-
ment. 

"The reason of the crash will only 
be available after the probe commit-
tee report," he said. 

Earlier, the pilots at a press 
briefing in Dhaka said the condition 
of runway of Sylhet airport is poor. 
The runway developed depression 
alongside the main wheel track and 
it gets waterlogged even after a little 
rain. 

The runway went under waist-
deep water during recent floods that 
caused serious damage but it was 
not repaired, the pilots said. 

A Caab official however denied 
the allegation that faulty condition of 
runway had caused the plane crash. 
He said flight operation has been 

going on at the Osmani International 
Airport without any trouble. 

Seriously injured Abdul Muyeed 
Chowdhury, executive director of 
Brac, and Captain Shahana Begum 
were still at the Combined Military 
Hospital while first officer Abu Safa 
was released yesterday afternoon. 

Doctors said Captain Shahana 
was improving fast but still under 
observation. 

Muyeed Chowdhury, who sus-
tained injury in leg, hand, head, had 
an operation in left hand yesterday. 
Doctors said blood circulation and 
pressure was good. But due to his 
old age, he was in under close 
observation.
TECHNICAL FAULTS IN
2 OTHER AIRCRAFT
Two international flights of Biman 
were delayed yesterday after pilots 
detected technical faults in the 
aircraft after take-off from Zia 
International Airport (ZIA).

Biman's Jeddah-bound flight 
was delayed by nine hours as pilots 
were forced to land the DC10 air-
craft after its take-off from ZIA.

Sources said the pilots detected 
technical faults after the flight took 
off at 3:45am. But they could not 
land the aircraft as it required dump-
ing of fuel to lose its weight. DC10 
planes have to dump fuel in case of 
landing soon after take-off.

As the fuel dumping gear was not 
working, the pilots flied around 
Dhaka sky for four hours to exhaust 
most of the fuel and landed at 
7:00am. After checking by ground 
engineers, the plane finally took off 
at 1:00pm.

The BG 091 flight to Kolkata took 
off from ZIA at 10:39am and the 
pilots brought it back to the airport 
after they heard unusual sound in 
the aircraft. After handling by engi-
neers, the Airbus finally took off at 
12:33pm. 

anticorruption commission, it remains 
elusive as ever, although the law 
minister has been promising its institu-
tion for the last three years.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia on 
coming to office declared a war 
against terrorism but her govern-
ment's anticrime measures have done 
little to curb the rising crime and raging 
violence. 

Ironically, the coalition saw its 
accession to office marred by country-
wide grisly attacks on minority Hindus, 
accusing them of voting for the Awami 
League in the general elections. The 
swoop left many dead, wounded and 
ravaged and forced scores of others to 
flee across the border abandoning 
their property for fear of life.    

Deadly grenade attacks have been 
a new addition to the long list of inci-
dents of violence in a country dogged 
by unbridled crime, although the 
perpetrators remain out of the reach of 
the law-enforcers. The scenario is so 
bleak that even the investigators failed 
to find clues to the frequent bomb and 
grenade attacks.

Desperate to control the crime 
waves, the government introduced a 
number of well-trained crime-busting 
forces, formed speedy trial tribunals 
and enacted stringent laws, but the 
measures hardly succeeded to arrest 
the law and order downslide. 

Worse, the government legalised 
custodial deaths of about 50 people 
during 'Operation Clean Heart' by 
indemnifying the joint forces that ran 
the special anticrime operations. The 
introduction of elite crime-busting 
forces such as Rapid Action Team, 
Rapid Action Battalion, Cobra and 
Cheetah have gone a long way to 
increasing incidents of such deaths.

The series of crackdown on crimi-
nals appear to have yielded no result. 
Moreover, deaths of suspects in 'heart 
attack' or 'crossfire' embarrassed the 
government and sent a chill through 
people.

Human rights remain another front 
where the four-party alliance has utterly 
failed to deliver. Instead, allegations of 
gross infringement of human rights 
galore. To this day, the government has 
not lived up to its promise to constitute 
an independent human-rights commis-
sion, which it blames on the difference 
of opinions among the policymakers. 
The foot-dragging has drawn broad-
sides from the civil society. 

Perhaps, the most shocking exam-
ple of lawlessness is Bangla Bhai, a 
self-styled operations commander of 
the government-backed outfit Jagrata 
Muslim Janata Bangladesh. The 
government's so-called elite forces 
were surprisingly inactive when it 
came to bringing him to justice despite 
a prime ministerial directive for his 
arrest and the fact he took the law into 
his own hand and sentenced many to 
death in the southwest.

The BNP-Jamaat-e-Islami govern-
ment's first three years also witnessed 
increasing repression of opposition 
activists across the country.  In its ploy 
to tame the opposition, the govern-
ment launched a crackdown on oppo-
sition activists first in April this year and 
then in late last month and arrested 
thousands of innocent people, apart 
from opposition adherents, without 
charges.

The blanket arrests meant to foil 
opposition's political programmes 
forced the rights groups to move the 
High Court, which asked the govern-
ment not to abuse relevant section of 
the DMP Ordinance in making arrests.

The government's promise to free 
the administration from political influ-
ence has turned out to be hollow, as all 
the appointments -- from those of 
judges of the High Court down to the 
chief of Gram Sarker -- are now 
decided on political grounds.

The appointment of a former MP of 
the ruling BNP and relatives of party 
high-ups as HC judges has appalled 
the public. Its axing 15 judges 
recruited during the AL regime also 
raised eyebrows.

Eminent jurist Dr Kamal Hossain 
while putting to words his frustration 
about the appointments said some-
body who cannot write even one 
sentence correctly in English has been 
appointed judge. The appointments 
forced the HC lawyers to decide not to 
say "My Lord" in courts of those 
judges.     

The government's excuses for the 
delay in separating the judiciary from 
the executive wing of the state at best 
induce laughter. "It is imminent" is the 
ready answer one gets from the law 
minister when asked about the status 
of the separation although the Office of 

Attorney General quoting his ministry 
tells court "it is uncertain"! 

The government's move to make 
the administration dynamic has fallen 
flat on its face after it created rancour 
among all the administrative tiers by 
attempting to free it from "Awami 
Leaguers". 

It made no fewer than 300 officials 
OSDs (officers on special duty) and 
forced as many to retirement. Even 
rules were changed to appoint officers 
loyal to the ruling parties. More than 
three dozen secretaries were given an 
unprecedented extension to their 
contract.

Politicisation and irregularities 
have made their way to every sector 
including education and health. 
Teachers loyal to the ruling coalition 
are getting appointed as vice-
chancellors and syndicate members 
without scrutiny. 

Question paper leaks have 
haunted the examinees of Bangladesh 
Civil Service examinations more than 
once and they now have little faith in 
the authorities' ability to hold the 
examinations in a fair manner.         

Another key pledge of the govern-
ment to make the Jatiya Sangsad the 
centre of all political activities and 
improve its relations with the main 
opposition has been left unfulfilled. 
And the result is an ineffective parlia-
ment, which the AL has boycotted 
most of the time. 

The speaker has miserably failed 
to earn the trust of the opposition, 
thanks to his partisan role. The gov-
ernment conducted several parlia-
mentary by-elections and local gov-
ernment polls, most of which raised 
questions about transparency and 
fairness of the authorities in conduct-
ing the ballots. Violence before and on 
the polling day, rigging and intimida-
tion of minority voters only went to 
cause even more damage to public 
confidence in the electoral system.   

On the foreign affairs front, even 
the vague pledges made in the elec-
tion manifesto are yet to see significant 
progress. The 'Look East' policy was 
the only innovative and brave step the 
government took in the first two years.

The third year spelled disaster for 
the alliance government in terms of 
foreign relations, as the government 
got mired in the scandalous Taiwan 
consulate office affair that distanced 
Bangladesh from China. The ignomini-
ous failure of the yearlong campaign 
reportedly at a cost of Tk 20 crore to 
secure the secretary general's post of 
t he  Organ i sa t i on  o f  I s l am ic  
Conference (OIC) was another major 
foreign policy debacle.

The series of discussions on trade 
and cross-border issues, smuggling 
and allegations of insurgent camps 
have failed to ease relations with India. 
Rather, the ties between the two next-
door neighbours have plunged to a 
new low in recent times.

Cause of F28 crash 
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